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PREFACE

e.{.?'_;" g‘.&>_’,ﬂ 4l e.ue
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.

All praise is due to Allah SWT, for guiding mankind to the greatest knowledge of this world: knowing Allah SWT
and His beautiful and perfect attributes.

This humble effort started with a request from the Imam of ICWS Masjid, for a series of lessons to introduce
the Divine Attributes to the local community, in Chicago’s western suburbs, USA.

There is a wealth of information on the subject in the Arabic language. The same is not true for the English
language. With Allah’s help, the information was compiled from various sources, translated into English, and
organized into three sections per attribute:

Section 1: explains the linguistic meaning of the root of the name.

Section 2: elaborates on the relevant meanings, as they befit the Divine Perfection.

Section 3: provides practical ways to incorporate the Divine Name in one’s life, as appropriate.
The following internet sources were used in preparing the lessons:

e Dr. Nabulsi Encyclopedia of Islamic Science. This is an incredible collection of religious material,
some available in multiple languages. The Arabic section for the Beautiful Names of Allah was the
main source of this compilation.

o http://www.nabulsi.com/

o https://www.youtube.com/results?search guery=mohammed+nabulsi

e Dr. Amr Khaled’s insightful lectures, and movies from his YouTube channel.

o https://amrkhaled.net/

o https://www.youtube.com/user/AmrKhaled

e Quran dictionary with all the Arabic roots and their usage in the Quran.

o http://corpus.quran.com/qurandictionary.jsp

e Online Quran website.

o https://quran.com/

e Online Sunnah website.

o https://sunnah.com/

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 5




May Allah SWT reward them for making this knowledge freely available and adapting it to relate to our
present time. This document is available free of charge, for the sake of Allah SWT. | would encourage anyone
benefiting from this material, to make any donation to our mosque to help us expand and continue our
mission to spread Islam in the USA, to Muslims and non-Muslims.

https://www.icwsmasjid.org/product/donation/

| sincerely pray to Allah SWT that you benefit from this material, as | personally have.

May Allah SWT guide us to know Him, love Him, and find joy in obeying Him.

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 6




Glossary

GLOSSARY

Here are some terms used throughout this document that may not be apparent to the reader. They are often
Arabic terms used in Islamic texts.

SWT Subhanahu Wa Ta’ala is an Arabic term used when mentioning Allah’s name. The
translation is “May He be glorified and exalted”.

RA Radiya Allahu Anhu/Anha — “May Allah be pleased with him/her” is a term used for
prophets and high-ranking believers like Abu Bakr for example.

Taqwa God Consiousness — the state of being conscious and cognizant of Allah SWT.

Tawhid Affirming the Oneness of Allah SWT in acts and speech.

Ihsan The state of excellence in worship and perfecting manners and actions. It is the highest
state for a believer.

Iman True belief in Allah and obeying Him willingly and with conviction.

Mu’min A believer in Allah. One who has Iman.

& A term that appears after the name of prophet Muhammad meaning “All Prayers and
Blessings of Allah be upon him”.

Al-Asmaa Al-Husna  Please support ICWS Masjid - https://www.icwsmasjid.org/product/donation/ 7




PO1. BEAUTIFUL NAMES OF ALLAH - INTRODUCTION

The series will begin with discussing 4 points:

1. What is the goal of this program? What is the importance of knowing Allah’s beautiful names?

2. How does Allah guide us to know His names and attributes, so we would come to know Him? Will
Allah leave us to figure it out for ourselves?

How do we live with Allah’s names?

4. General comments.

w

Point 1: Why Know Allah’s Attributes and Names?

The reason we were created, is to know Allah SWT!

If we know Allah, we will love Him. It is impossible not to love Him if we know Him.
If we Love Allah, we will obey Him and never anger Him.

If we know Allah, we will strive for His pleasure and exert all effort for Him.

If we know Allah, we will look forward to His paradise.

O O O O

Every person is afraid of death, but the ones who love Allah SWT, long to meet Him. We will not exert
ourselves in His way unless we know Him!

o If we know who is giving the orders, complying with them will be easy.
o When we know Allah SWT, we will surrender to His Will, and accept what He destined.

Knowing Allah! That is the goal of this program. We will, God Willing, come to know Allah SWT better with
every beautiful attribute. Knowing Allah SWT leads to His obedience, which leads to eternal happiness!

Surat Taha demonstrates this concept:

i3 Gsall Je Gasill * Jall wigleldis paid Bls Has uzus)s.uyt* £50 OG0 ele G 6 ab
’L&&»S!Id.g}nyluwaln*ubl’jidlélisatsdﬂb°’ “ub cs;,m 365 agids by 239 § s wisleld! § b &
M‘

Ta Ha 20:1/8 - We have not sent down to you the Qur'an that you be distressed * But only as a
reminder for those who fear [Allah] * A revelation from He who created the earth and highest heavens, *
The Most Merciful [who is] above the Throne established. * To Him belongs what is in the heavens and
what is on the earth and what is between them and what is under the soil. * And if you speak aloud -
then indeed, He knows the secret and what is [even] more hidden. * Allah - there is no deity except
Him. To Him belong the best names.

One may say: Why do we need lessons? We know Allah, we know His names, and we worship Him! We even
have memorized all His names!

The goal of this program is to move from the superficial knowledge, to the deep-rooted knowledge that will
penetrate the heart and guide our life and our actions — to become part of our DNA and like the oxygen we
breathe.
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s The Example of a Glass of Water

Water has 2 purposes in our lives: A simple one, and a profound one — depending on how we perceive it.

The simple goal for water is to keep us hydrated and alive. We need it to live. If that is all we think of water,
then we have only accomplished the small goal for it in our lives.

The profound goal is to look at water and ponder how Allah SWT brought every drop of it to you from ocean
evaporation, with clouds carrying it around to rivers and wells, until it reached you.

Ponder the name of Al-Razzaq (The Provider) and praise Him for the way He destined every drop of water in
the glass, meant to reach you, and only you!

This is the difference between superficial knowledge and deep-rooted knowledge. The goal is to absorb this
knowledge and live with it, so we can worship Allah as if we can see Him, with His guidance and support, so we
can move from Islam, to Iman, to lhsan!

The Hadith of the prophet # concerning the names of Allah:

Abu Hurairah narrated that the Prophet £ said:

L1 953 Blast s lis13 Y] Blo bil fansds daid &

!

“Indeed, Allah has ninety-nine Names, whoever enumerates them shall enter Paradise.” [Bukhari]

Enumeration el is not about counting and memorization. The prophet  did not use the word count de,
I pbiEs phlasi a)

Maryam 19:94 - He has enumerated them and counted them a [full] counting.

In this verse, Allah used both terms to convey two points, indicating the two words are different!

o IfI'say: “I have 30 books in my library”, that is counting them Js.
o IfI'say: “I have read and absorbed the knowledge in the books”, that is enumerating them (ga=>I.

In a Census, counting gives you 100 people, while enumerating gives you ages, level of skills, etc.

Enumerating His names a>! is about gaining a deeper knowledge of the Divine Attributes, so we love Him,
obey Him, and enter paradise. It is not about memorizing the names of Allah, but what is needed is
understanding and applying this knowledge in our lives.

Point 2: How Does Allah Allow us to Know Him?

We must be attentive, use our minds, and open our eyes and hearts, if we want to know Allah SWT.
Allah SWT gave us two methods to get to know Him, because people learn in different ways:

1. His Words: The Quran is one method we get to know Allah SWT with,

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 9




2. His Creation: Observe the universe and everything around you to know Allah. This does not require
knowing Arabic!

«» Allah in the Quran

The Quran is full of verses that introduce us to the beautiful names of Allah SWT.
The first verse revealed was 96:1 & ! &3 b i531 - Recite in the name of your Lord who created.

The beginning of each surah starts with ea=>3! Q-o:g-‘! <l e - In the name of Allah, the Entirely Merciful,
the Especially Merciful.

The best Surah in the Quran is Al-Fatiha — Full of Allah’s beautiful names.
The best verse is Ayat Al-Kursi — All about the names of Allah.
oL ‘o.l’.: da.bb }’l sdis &“‘“’" 6.\." 13 u.o,guogw LY ulgl.&.&m gL sz‘:y }’_9 4.;..«: 8326 Y. ‘ajl.i.ﬂ C;'eﬂ b }’| 4J| Y a:\ﬂ

939 %

‘w..h.v.ﬂ C,liJl 3&3 \.o.g.la.n: XYY }’3&‘_,@)&[9 Sl AWJS Awdeili W 3’| dols 45 G‘svu Ol ygﬁ‘o.g.n.b l.ng FVIRY

2:255 - Allah - there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of [all] existence. Neither
drowsiness overtakes Him nor sleep. To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the
earth. Who is it that can intercede with Him except by His permission? He knows what is [presently] before
them and what will be after them, and they encompass not a thing of His knowledge except for what He
wills. His Kursi extends over the heavens and the earth, and their preservation tires Him not. And He is the
Most High, the Most Great.

The surah that equals a third of the Quran is surat Al-lkhlas, reflecting the Oneness of Allah SWT:
351388 4 oK pla*dlgs @ls s ad*dasal A st il 3b 5
Al-Ikhlas 112:1/4 - Say, "He is Allah, [who is] One, * Allah, the Eternal Refuge. * He neither begets nor is

born, * Nor is there to Him any equivalent.".

Many verses end with the names of Allah, relating to the theme of the verse. Allah uses the verses to make us
understand a concept, then summarizes the concept to allow us to understand His names.

ald 15.3LE5 o) Casli) éCUl_g,géCo B Al :_stgbpu ST VS JiaS Ul Juis é@éj@ﬁaw&;'j Seddl J5s
S

2:261 - The example of those who spend their wealth in the way of Allah is like a seed [of grain] which
grows seven spikes; in each spike is a hundred grains. And Allah multiplies [His reward] for whom He wills.
And Allah is all-Encompassing and Knowing.

We invoke Allah’s names, when we want our supplication to be heard and accepted.
Oelasi 1536 16 S35 - Slaid & Sgdoed il 19335040 593 ianddl 1l g

Al-A’raf 7:180 - And to Allah belong the best names, so invoke Him by them. And leave [the company of]
those who practice deviation concerning His names. They will be recompensed for what they have been
doing.
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It is Sunnah that when we make supplications, we invoke Allah’s names that relate to what we are asking for:

o Ifin financial hardship, supplicate with the names of Allah: Al-Razzaq, Al-Fattah, Al-Wahhab.
o If afraid and concerned for the Ummah, supplicate with Allah’s names: Al-Aziz, Al-Jabbar, Al-Atheem.

Reading the Quran correctly, leads us to a better understanding of the Divine Attributes.

« Allah in the Universe

If you do not know Arabic, or do not understand it fully, do you know how to observe what is around you,
open your eyes fully and see things for what they are?

Allah SWT gave us an intuitive method to recognize His Majesty, by just observing and pondering His creation.
The beauty in creation points to His Magnificence: The Heavens, the Earth, the birds, the bees, our own bodies
— all stand witness to Allah’s Greatness and Perfection.

The Universe is not mute! We are hard of hearing sometimes. The Universe moves with the utmost precision,
in full obedience to Allah SWT, and glorifies Him. It is alive with «ul ¥1 4! Y, praising Him and glorifying Him. If
we listen and observe, the Universe will lead us to knowing Allah SWT.

Point 3: How Do we Live with Allah’s Beautiful Names

Unfortunately, many people deal with Allah’s names and attributes for blessings and ceremonies, and do not
go beyond that. Many people will just memorize the names but fail to link them to their lives.

The beautiful names of Allah are there to mend our lives and guide us to the right path. They are practical
solutions to fix the problems in our lives and gain success.

Point 4: Final Note

No amount of explanation will fully encompass any of Allah’s beautiful names. The series is only an
introduction, because only Allah knows the extent and magnificence of Himself.

If all the knowledgeable and pious people and all humanity would gather to fully analyze any of Allah’s
beautiful names, they will not be able to. Human knowledge compared to the Divine Knowledge is like a pin
that is dipped in the sea. When pulled out, the amount of water it takes out compared to the sea, is a parable
of the knowledge that Allah allowed us to have.

Only Allah knows His Divine Self. This is only a humble attempt to get closer to Allah as much and He SWT will
allow us to.

We will not reach the level of /hsan and the enumeration of Allah’s names by just listening to lessons. Every
person has a unique interaction and experience with each of Allah’s beautiful names.
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The biggest benefit each of us will gain is through linking our lives and our situations with Allah’s names
individually.

What is presented is just a methodology and examples. The best learning will be realized when you reflect on
your life and see Allah’s favors and intervention in all events.

Whatever | got right, it is from Allah’s help. Any mistake in this body of work is from my own
shortcomings.

All success comes from Allah SWT. | humbly ask Him to guide my effort to His pleasure and the guidance
of others.

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 12




P02. ALLAH 4> J= 4l

The name “Allah” in Arabic is unique. It has no plural or gender and is reserved exclusively for The God.
&S B 08l 36 GF Y ) ¥ il GF &)

Taha 20:14 - Indeed, | am Allah. There is no deity except Me, so worship Me and establish prayer for
My remembrance.

Allah SWT conveyed His name to prophet Musa AS using the word “Allah”. Allah SWT said:

S15ka5 (&AL Alas L3l balls Gune3alls GLod sadiiny L ) ad) ¥ & gl
Muhammad 47:19 - So know, [0 Muhammad], that there is no deity except Allah and ask forgiveness
for your sin and for the believing men and believing women. And Allah knows of your movement and
your resting place.

There is no God but Allah. <! Y1 41 Y is the root of Tawheed, and the base of the Islamic faith.

Allah SWT used the word edel (So Know) in this verse. Knowledge requires research, studying, proofs and
evidence. The culmination of this effort is certainty, that is firm and unshaken. Knowledge cannot have doubt
or uncertainty. All Muslims repeat this phrase so many times, but few really ponder it.

401 Y1 1 Y There is no diety except Allah is the theme of Islam. Our creed is summarized in this phrase.

o
3

Allah SWT also says: osietd G ) aJ) ¥ &f a2 @:33 ) Jg§ oo M3 (0 Glijl a3

Al-Anbiya’ 21:25 - And We sent not before you any messenger except that We revealed to him that,
"There is no deity except Me, so worship Me."

The mission of all the prophets was to guide people to the one and only God, worthy of all worship and praise.

%

The prophet # said: 4 éL& Y dis5 &l Y| 4|y uw e uy.\.dl G &6 1 (Ladly doge £33 #Ed el bl

The best thing | have said and the prophets before me is “La ilaha illa Allah, Wahdahu La Shareeka
Laho”. [Muwatta Malik]

Scholars have said that the name “Allah” is the culmination of all of Allah’s beautiful names. Some said the
name “Allah” is Gods greatest name.

Meaning of the Word ILAH

The word ilah in Arabic has the meanings of:

e To Worship, “Abada”, Comes from the word “alaha”.
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e To be perplexed, full of wonder, comes from the word aliha”.
e To Seek refuge in, comes from the word “ya’lahu”.

+* Meaning 1 — ALAHA - to Worship

To worship is not just to obey. The combination of obey, submit, and love lead to true worship. It is not
possible to worship someone you do not love. Love without obedience is also not possible.

The one deserving of worship is The Creator. The One with all the attributes deserving worship.
Allah is the only “ilah” worthy of worship — love, submission, and obedience.

The phrase 401 Y1 1Y means that there is no one worthy of worship, no provider (Razzaq), no creator (Khalig),
no powerful (Jabbar), no (insert any beautiful attribute of Allah), except Allah SWT.

All the names of Allah are combined in a single name “ALLAH”, i.e. He is the only God worthy of worship.

The combination of utmost obedience, utmost submission, and utmost love is true worship. We cannot
love and obey Allah, unless we know Him SWT. Knowledge leads to obedience with Love, which leads to
happiness in this life and the next.

*% Meaning 2 — ALIHA — To be Perplexed

Man, is perplexed, full of wonder, in awe of what? Big things or small things? Valuable things or cheap things?

A perplexed state comes from being in awe of something great, that we just cannot grasp its essence. The
mind and heart cannot grasp His essence. There is no end to His might and power.

The more you know about Him, the more you realize He is so much greater than that. Allah SWT is so great
that we are in awe of His greatness, and we just cannot grasp His essence.

+* Meaning 3 — ALIHA ILAYHI - To Seek Refuge in

There is no refuge or escape or safety except with Allah. He is mighty and strong and controls everything.
So why is Allah worshiped?

e Because He is The Creator (Al-Khaliq)

e Because He is The Provider (Al-Razzaq)

e Because He Brings things to life and cause things to die (Al-Muhyi Al-Mumeet)
e Because His Greatness makes the minds perplexed with wonder.
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e Because there is no refuge except with Him.
e Etc.

The phrase <0l Y1 41 Y begins with the negation followed by an assertion.

e Thereis NO God, NONE, ABSOLUTELY NONE, other than Allah SWT.

e No one is worthy of worship but ALLAH, because He is The God, The Creator, The Sustainer, etc.

e [f we fear something, <! Y1 41 Y assures us that no one should be feared but Allah, and Him alone.

e If we want something, <l ¥ 41 ¥ assures us that no one will give us what we want other than Allah.

e |f we want to rely on someone, 4l Y1 1Y reminds us that we should only rely on Allah.

e If we love, and we love many things in this world, <! ¥ 41 Y reminds us that no one is worthy of our
utmost love but Allah.

We can understand now why our faith is summarized in this phrase. Thisis Tawhid - monotheism.

e The pinnacle of knowledge is Tawhid - Monotheism.
e The pinnacle of action is Tagwa — God Consciousness.

When do We Reach the Level of TAWHID?

If we feel that there are other entities controlling our destiny or can benefit or harm us, we will be scattered
among them in focus. We cannot worship Allah alone in this state.

Things that have a beginning and an end are not worthy of worship.

When we get to the point where Allah is our focus and He alone in all things, we ask Him alone, we fear Him
alone, we hope in Him alone, we realize no one else can benefit us - then we have reached Tawhid

Allah did not ask us to worship Him except after assuring us that all things belong to Him and He alone
controls everything.

The state of Tawhid is the best state for a believer since he only fears Allah and no one else and does not ask
anyone other than Allah. Once we reach this level, sin becomes easier to overcome. If we try to please others
at the expense of displeasing Allah, our Tawhid is weak.

The pinnacle of knowledge is when we realize that Allah controls everything and everyone. Even non-
believers will come to the realization of <l Y1 41 Y once they are put in a tough situation: a terminal sickness, a
disaster, an impending doom. All the gods they used to rely on and love: money, fame, power, family, etc. will
all fade away and they will have no one to turn to but Allah SWT.

Take the example of Pharaoh when he was faced with drowning, he said that he believed in the God that the
children of Israel believed in.
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Yunus 10:90 - And We took the Children of Israel across the sea, and Pharaoh and his soldiers pursued

them in tyranny and enmity until, when drowning overtook him, he said, "l believe that there is no

deity except that in whom the Children of Israel believe, and | am of the Muslims."

g

Compare that with prophet Yunus, when the fish swallowed him. He called in the darkness that there is no

god but Allah.
Bl e EuS ) litage CT Y| ) Y of ol § 533 aile 50 o of HED Gplis Cbd 3] oghl 133

Al-Anbiya 21:87 - And [mention] the man of the fish, when he went off in anger and thought that We
would not decree [anything] upon him. And he called out within the darknesses, "There is no deity
except You; exalted are You. Indeed, | have been of the wrongdoers."

The first was not accepted, while the second was. Why is that?

Commentators said that you must know Allah before you get into trouble, for Allah to help you. Pharaoh did
not believe in Allah prior to that, and even told his people that he was their god most high. Prophet Yunus, on
the other hand, believed in Allah and he used to glorify Him as Allah told us in the Quran.

Ooadd o3 J) 4 § Coll Oremiadd e 5 1 930
As-Saffat 37: 143-144 - And had he not been of those who exalt Allah, He would have remained inside
its belly until the Day they are resurrected.

Pharaoh said that statement to save himself from the trouble he was in.

The children of Israel after seeing Allah’s miracles passed by idol worshippers and asked Musa AS to make an
idol for them. Their belief was not pure. They believed in Musa because he was going to save them from
Pharaoh.

We need to have this realization that there is no one who has control of all things except Allah. We need to
know that at all times and not when we get in trouble. We must know Allah, know His names, and know His
attributes. We should build up our account with Allah for bad days when we will really need Allah to save us.

Our faith at its basic form is knowing Allah, obeying and worshipping Him alone, and working according to His
instructions to follow the straight path that will lead to His paradise, and our eternal happiness.
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P03. AR-RUBB (THE LORD) <!

Allah SWT started the Quran in Al-Fatiha with: ned &l &5 iy das)

Al-Fatiha 1:2 [All] praise is [due] to Allah, Lord of the worlds -

Ar-Rubb (The Lord): This name has been mentioned in many verses, over 500 times. It is often coupled with
great creations of Allah (gl ©)) (219 Slglewd! 3y) ¢(aladl Oy).

The actual word used in the Quran is Rubb. There is no proper equivalent for Rubb in the English language.
When used alone, the word Rubb is used only for Allah. He has used it to praise Himself SWT ggAJlaJl &5,

As for other than Allah, it can be used to say Rubb Ad-Dar, the master of such and such object.
The name Ar-Rubb contains the following themes:

e The Owner ¢llJi,

e The Master Who is obeyed glasll duudl

e The Reformer zhasdl who corrects and follows up,

e The Educator who teaches in stages until completion.

The name Ar-Rubb as it relates to Allah SWT, means the One and the Only Lord of the universe, its
Creator, Owner, Organizer, Provider, Master, Planner, Sustainer, Cherisher, and Giver of security.

The name Ar-Rubb does not have a single meaning, but points to all of Allah’s beautiful names and attributes.

The Meanings of Ar-Rubb (The Lord)

Ar-Rubb, linguistically means, the master or the one who has the authority to lead.

s Ar-Rubb is:

The God Who is Worshipped.

The Creator of everything.

The One Who Creates and Guides (Disposes of all Affairs).
The Sovereign Owner with full authority over his property.
The One Who is in Full Control of His creation.

The One Who Nurtures and Sustains.

The One Who Teaches and Corrects.

No Uk wNR
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(1) Ar-Rubb is The God who is worshipped.
OS5 (81a) B8UL3 (o Gl ASELS (1 (55 193581 (eI G

Al-Baqara 2:21 - O mankind, worship your Lord, who created you and those before you, that you may
become righteous -

(2) Ar-Rubb is the Creator and Sovereign Owner and the One Who controls.

Allah SWT is the One Who created the heavens and the Earth, the One Who owns them, and the One Who
controls them. This was done gradually to teach us patience.

waddly Guds aidlas S0 Sl (i 3alt JB st @3 plT L @ 025915 wilslaldl 313 01 dul 3855 &)
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Al-A’raf 7:54 - Indeed, your Lord is Allah, who created the heavens and earth in six days and then
established Himself above the Throne. He covers the night with the day, [another night] chasing it
rapidly; and [He created] the sun, the moon, and the stars, subjected by His command.
Unquestionably, His is the creation and the command; blessed is Allah, Lord of the worlds.

(3) Ar-Rubb is the One Who Creates and Guides (Disposes of all Affairs).
(sdb @5 AAlS i I8 Rkl 1 G35 JB* (sugh b W05 pad UG

Taha 20:49-50 - [Pharaoh] said, "So who is the Lord of you two, O Moses?" * He said, "Our Lord is He
who gave each thing its form and then guided [it]."

Allah, The Lord of creation, created everything from nothing, then gave each its proper form and guided it to
operate in this world.

Take the example of a mosquito: Allah created it with all it needs to survive:

e Thermal reception system — it sees things with heat, and not by color or shape.

e Blood analysis system — Not all blood suits it. It samples the blood first before sucking it.

e Liquification system —to allow the blood to flow in its trunk.

e Anesthetization system — it numbs the location momentarily, so you do not feel the sting till it is too late.
e And more...

Our own bodies are a testament to this verse.

Ar-Rubb, is the creator Who has given everything all that they need to exist, then guided them to perform
their function and purpose.
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(4) Ar-Rubb is the Owner with full authority over his property.
S Gl 163 gl a3 231 § 3 wipladdl § b &

Taha 20:6 - To Him belongs what is in the heavens and what is on the earth and what is between them
and what is under the soil.

(5) Ar-Rubb is the one who is in Full Control of His creation.
peliiuh blno (JE (35 O] Wioly d5T 3b J| 315 (e e 18335 35 < J& EBSS )

Hud 11:56 - Indeed, | (Hud) have relied upon Allah, my Lord and your Lord. There is no creature but
that He holds its forelock. Indeed, my Lord is on a path [that is] straight."”

(6) Ar-Rubb is the One Who nurtures and sustains His servants through regulating their affairs and granting all
types of favors and blessings, and at the same time correcting and purifying their hearts, souls and manners.

3&;5..\."3 ‘_,33\43_’9.4.9 5».0.L‘>g§.U|* ddl &y }’l Jﬁ"" P.@JLQ* b_g.a..\.%)’l Ps_gbl' aZsT* RERVEY P.U'SLQ A bﬁl alY]
U:.JJ”’:y@bJa:-d)wuleabl‘sJJlg MP’MGJJ‘3 M}@wfoblg Mﬁwﬁ}h:‘

Ash-Shu’ara 26:75/82 - He (Ibrahim) said, "Then do you see what you have been worshipping, * You
and your ancient forefathers? * Indeed, they are enemies to me, except the Lord of the worlds, * Who
created me, and He [it is who] guides me. * And it is He who feeds me and gives me drink. * And when
I amiill, it is He who cures me * And who will cause me to die and then * And who | aspire that He will
forgive me my sin on the Day of Recompense."

(7) Ar-Rubb is the one who Teaches and Corrects.

o TN =T
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Al-A’raf 7:23 - They said, "Our Lord, we have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive us and have
mercy upon us, we will surely be among the losers."

When Adam and Eve disobeyed Allah, they called on Him for forgiveness. Ar-Rubb, the teacher Who corrects,
guided them to repentance and forgiveness.

<+ Difference between Rubb and llah 4Jy1y &,

When both terms Ar-Rubb and Al-llah appear close together, they differ in meaning, but if they appear
separately, they share a similar meaning.

For example, in Surat An-Naas: guli‘! 4| guli‘! s ol &3 3 gki o4

114:1-3 - Say, "I seek refuge in the Lord of mankind, The Sovereign of mankind, The God of mankind,
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UNGJ‘ uy Has the meaning of The Owner Who has full control, the disposer of affairs, the One Who brings
Death and Life, The Lord.

guli‘! dJ! Has the meaning of The One to Worship, The God, The One Who is Obeyed.
When they appear separately, the word Ilah dJl has the same meaning and attributes of Rubb.
a3l G 3h V) ) Yedolp 4) 4K315

Al-Baqara 2:163 - And your god is one God. There is no deity [worthy of worship] except Him, the
Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful.

Ar-Rubb in Our Lives

+» Example of Fatherhood

The relationship between us and our Rubb can be illustrated modestly with the example of a father and his
children, and to Allah belong the best examples. Allah swore by Fatherhood in surat Al-Balad:

305 W3 Wi3e* Wl 13g o Cala* Wil 132Gy pudl Y

Al-Balad 90:1-3 - | swear by this city, Makkah - And you, [0 Muhammad], are free of restriction in this
city - And [by] the father and that which was born [of him],

The simplest explanation for the meaning of Ar-Rubb is the compassionate father to his children, who
provides food, shelter, mercy, love, nurturing, education, guidance, discipline: punishes sometimes and
rewards other times.

This compassionate father, knowledgeable and merciful, is not concerned with anything except his children’s
destiny, their happiness, their faith, and their well-being. The vigilant father does not let his children wander
aimlessly without guidance and taking account.

If the owner of a company hires a stranger, he will monitor their activities and record their mistakes, and in
some cases, may fire them. When the owner of a company employs his children, he will guide them, correct
their mistakes, and take great care for them to reach their full potential.

Fatherhood is one of Allah’s great signs that helps us know Allah with his name Ar-Rubb. Ar-Rubb is the
One Who raises His servants, grows their bodies, and guides their actions to what is best for them.

Ar-Rubb equips His servants with all that they need to succeed in this life and the next. He guides them back
to Him with revelations, and with His mercy, then He guides them to His Heaven.
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All other beautiful names of Allah apply to Ar-Rubb. He is the One Who creates and provides. He is the One
Who brings safety and success.

+» Supplications

When we understand this name, we should feel peace and security knowing that our Rubb is in control and He
will take care of us.

When we call on Allah, many of the Dua use Ya-Rubb, because the name Ar-Rubb contains the meanings of:

e The God

e The Creator and Owner

e The Sustainer

e The Disposer of Affairs

e The One Who brings Life and Death
e The One in control of all things

When we ask for forgiveness we do not use llah J &¢I Q| b, instead we use Rubb J 481 &y b, because

/)

forgiveness necessitates submission to The Creator, and the name Ar-Rubb contains this meaning.

The prophet & called on Ar-Rubb in many of his supplications, to praise and glorify Allah SWT.

«* Our Duties to the Name Ar-Rubb

Understanding the name Ar-Rubb in our lives:

1. We recognize we have a creator Who is unique in His attributes and majesty, so we humble ourselves
and be His servants.

We should be comforted that we are slaves who have a Master (Rubb) Who will take care of us.

We should fear Him, and be just to people under our care, because He will take us into account.
Don’t use the word Rubb to describe anyone, out of respect for His majesty SWT.

Be content with what our Rubb has provided, and what He has destined.

Mend our ways, correct our manners and actions according to Allah’s instructions.

Remember that when Allah afflicts us, He is teaching us a lesson to correct us.

Take things gradually, step by step. This is Allah’s methodology in His creation.

O N U hEWN
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01. AR-RAHMAN (THE MOST GRACIOUS) 02. AR-RAHEEM (THE MOST MERCIFUL) px>,J1 oyl <l !

Other translations:

Ar-Rahman: The Compassionate, The Beneficent, The Most Gracious.

Ar-Raheem: The Most Merciful, The Most Compassionate.

Linguistically

Both names come from the same root ra ha mim (s z L), with the following classical meaning:

e to have tenderness, gentleness, kindness, and love
e to have mercy, to have pity
e to show favor and goodness

Ar-Rahman Ar-Raheem in The Quran

Both names appear explicitly in the Quran. Ar-Rahman appears 57 times, while Ar-Raheem appears 114 times.

No one other than Allah SWT may be called Ar-Rahman. Allah and Ar-Rahman are His exclusive names.

il Bl AID 16836 G Gl grasil 16531 of it 16831 g

Al-Isra 17:110 (beginning) - Say, "Call upon Allah or call upon Ar-Rahman. Whichever [name] you call -
to Him belong the best names."

< Meaning 1: What is Meant by Mercy — Rahmah?

Allah’s Names Ar-Rahman (The Most Gracious) and Ar-Raheem (The Most Merciful) are derived from the same
Arabic word Rahmah (Mercy).

Rahmah is compassion that leads to favors on the created, that leads to their happiness and fixes what is
wrong with them.

Mercy has compassion and love, charity, firmness sometimes, teaching hard lessons (4w 3), fixing what is
wrong (z3e!), all leading to eventual happiness.

Allah may be tough on us in this world to teach us a lesson to save our hereafter. This is an act of mercy and
compassion.

Mercy necessitates the existence of someone who needs it, and someone who has it, and willing to give it.
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No one can ever be merciful to Allah, All Mighty, because He, Glory to Him, is Omnipotent and, therefore,
needs mercy from none; while a human being needs mercy from his Creator, All Mighty, for he is weak and
helpless, and because he is poor and not self-existent. We are all in need of Allah’s Mercy.

** Meaning 2: Mercy for the Sake of Creation

When someone witnesses misery, he feels sad and merciful. But does Allah have the same feelings? The
answer is: No, of course not! Allah’s Divine Nature is by no means like that of human beings.

Nevertheless, Allah has mercy on His creation.

When a human being has mercy on another, he does so to comfort himself from feelings of sorrow that
disturb him. This is a point of weakness in man. But Allah, All Mighty, has Mercy on His creatures for their
own sake, not for His.

** Meaning 3: Types of Mercy

There are two types of Mercy: General Mercy and Special Mercy.
General Mercy 4els do>), is the mercy that reaches all people, deserving and undeserving, like rain.
Special Mercy o5 do>), that Allah showers on His servants.

An example to illustrate the two types:

Whether you are a believer or a disbeliever, Allah, Most Gracious, allows you to eat and drink, enjoy food,
beautiful views, and He allows you to enjoy your life with your wife and children, etc. dols do>)

But Allah SWT guides some of his creation to obey and worship him. This is a special mercy. dwols das)

Allah’s special mercy is conditional on man’s faithful obedience, sincere strife, generosity, charity, helping the
weak, and having mercy on others.

Allah gives all sustenance — food and drink — this is a general mercy. dsls dos)

When He guides to do good deeds, pray, fast, get closer to Him — that is a special mercy. 4ol das)

** The Difference between Rahman and Raheem

Scholars have many opinions on this. Some scholars said that Allah, All Mighty, is “Rahman” (Most Gracious)
in His Own Divine Self, while He is “Raheem” (Most Merciful) in His Divine Acts.
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Others say that Allah is “Rahman” (Most Gracious) in this world, while He is “Raheem” (Most Merciful) in the
Hereafter.

Ar-Rahman — encompasses mercy for all creation. It is a general mercy. e das

3,9 <o
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Al-Anbiya 21:42 - Say, "Who can protect you at night or by day from the Most Merciful?" But they are,
from the remembrance of their Lord, turning away.

Ar-Raheem is a special mercy reserved for the believers. ol do>)
Uouons Erra 5l 652 )91 J) Rl 55 (3,50 4ol (ile Jiab ol 3b

Al-Ahzab 33:43 - It is He who confers blessing upon you, and His angels [ask Him to do so] that He may
bring you out from darknesses into the light. And ever is He, to the believers, Merciful.

Believers are in need of both of these names and types of mercy.

% Meaning 4: Mercy Dominates

We should feel happy and assured of Allah’s mercy.
Ogaads s 35 3b 19555005 QIS axadny Al Johdy IS

Yunus 10:58 - Say, "In the bounty of Allah and in His mercy - in that let them rejoice; it is better than
what they accumulate."

We should rejoice that Allah’s Mercy is all-encompassing.
o) @8 Lab egish 1B Sty ga255u A1 ¢ AL Sl ge gb.au Lm B) 85591 35 A Wl o § UJ 3815
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Al-A’raf 7:156 - And decree for us in this world [that which is] good and [also] in the Hereafter; indeed,
we have turned back to You." [Allah] said, "My punishment - | afflict with it whom | will, but My mercy
encompasses all things." So | will decree it [especially] for those who fear Me and give zakah and those

who believe in Our verses —

Abu Huraira reported that Allah's Messenger (¥) said:
gk G 3a55 O] g3all 538 bllke 5458 468 § LIS IR Al G W

When Allah created the creation, He put down in His Book which is with Him over the Throne: Verily,
My mercy predominates My wrath. [Muslim]
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Mercy is a dominant attribute of Allah, just like His knowledge and His power. It is the main attribute with
which He SWT deals with His creation. His Mercy comes ahead of His Anger. His forgiveness dominates over
His wrath.

i 9515 5 580 G5 e iz S5 V53

Taha 20:129 - And if not for a word that preceded from your Lord, punishment would have been an
obligation [due immediately], and [if not for] a specified term [decreed].

The “word that preceded” is “His mercy dominates His wrath!”
Abu Hurairah narrated that the Messenger of Allah said: (partial Hadith)
A3T G &l Elas53 455 & RS didl il dased Ly Jasdl YD Al 7931 dud &S5 AT AUl (35 W

“When Allah created Adam, He breathed the soul into him, then Adam sneezed and said: ‘All praise is
due to Allah.” So he praised Allah by His permission. Then His Lord said to him: ‘May Allah have mercy
upon you O Adam. ... till then end of the Hadith(partial) [Tirmithi - Hasan]

The first words from Allah SWT to Adam were “May Allah have mercy upon you”. The first words directed to
Humanity from the Creator was mercy! This is the foundation of our relationship with Allah SWT.

" SAGE) o33 09 ls 4835 A LRI RS g 4655 e Hady Bl iy &) " ehuss ke bl o b1 U5 I8

Salman Farisi reported Allah's Messenger (£8) as saying: Verily, there are one hundred (parts of) mercy
for Allah, and it is one part of this mercy by virtue of which there is mutual love between the people
and ninety-nine reserved for the Day of Resurrection. [Muslim]

All this mercy on this Earth is all but one part of Rahmah that Allah created. People, animals, ... all share this
one part. The other 99 parts of Rahmah are reserved for the day of resurrection when we need it the most.

Waad V) 8 Y a5l Ego¥l cadidsnd g3e Y oI Hoads Jua3

Taha 20:108 - That Day, everyone will follow [the call of] the Caller [with] no deviation therefrom, and
[all] voices will be stilled before the Most Merciful, so you will not hear except a whisper

Allah in this tough situation did not use the name Al-Jabbar (The Mighty) or Al-Muntagim (The Avenger). He
chose His name Ar-Rahman (The Most Gracious) to assure the believers that He will be merciful, and His mercy
is faster than His anger.
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Ar-Rahman Ar-Raheem in Our Lives

*¢ Question 1 — What About all the Misery on Earth?

What about all the disasters, wars, oppression, injustice, tyranny, poverty, epidemics, and plagues?
Absolute Evil does not exist in the universe — Evil that does not lead to any good.

Allah is All Knowing and All Powerful and Capable to do whatever He wants. NOTHING happens in the
heavens or Earth without His knowledge and permission. We must understand this point!

Allah, Ar-Rahman - Most Gracious, does harm to do good, takes away to give, tests to reward, humiliates to
honor, and withholds to give generously.

0E 9
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As-Sajdah 32:21 - And we will surely let them taste the nearer punishment short of the greater
punishment that perhaps they will repent.

Take for example someone who is rich and has all the comforts of life but is living a life of sin. When Allah
takes all the comforts away and puts him in poverty, it may be the reason for his repentance and salvation.

Therefore, it is wise to turn to Allah, Most Gracious, willingly, and quickly, while we are healthy and wealthy,
so to speak, and seek His mercy, love, and good pleasure before it is too late.

¢ Question 2 - Why Doesn’t Allah Remove the Misery we are in?

Perhaps one may ask: “What does Allah’s being (Ar-Raheem) the Most Merciful mean?” A merciful one does
not hesitate to help a person who is afflicted with a misfortune, suffering or iliness; and the Lord, Allah, is the
most merciful and can remove all misfortunes, poverties, troubles, distresses, illnesses, hardships, ...etc.

Why doesn’t Allah SWT relieve the misery we see every day?

Let’s take this example to illustrate the answer: A compassionate and loving mother may refuse to have her
beloved child undergo a dangerous, although very necessary, amputation; but the child’s wise father insists
that the child must undergo such operation.

An ignorant person wrongly concludes that the child’s mother is more merciful than the father; but a wise
person believes that the father’s insistence reflects his mercy, compassion, and sympathy towards his child.

Allah created us, and He knows what is best for us. Allah is more merciful with us than a mother with her
newborn child. If we cannot see the wisdom in His actions, that is our shortsightedness. His knowledge and
His mercy are complete and perfect.
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Al-Imran 3:26 - Say, "O Allah, Owner of Sovereignty, You give sovereignty to whom You will and You
take sovereignty away from whom You will. You honor whom You will and You humble whom You will.
In Your hand is [all] good. Indeed, You are over all things competent.

Allah did not say “In Your Hand is both Good and Bad”! Only Good was mentioned. Honor that comes from
Allah is good, but so is humiliation. Not seeing good in everything that happens is the fault of our limited
understanding.

+* Be Merciful

Man has a share of some of Allah’s attributes, like raheem (merciful), sami (hearing), and baseer (seeing).
About the Prophet £, Allah says:

fum Cagks Gindally (SUle s (i o 4l 3058 @t (3 g 831 S8
Tawba 9:128 - There has certainly come to you a Messenger from among yourselves. Grievous to him is
what you suffer; [he is] concerned over you and to the believers is kind and merciful.

Our duty to these names is to be merciful with all creation. This is a quality Allah SWT loves.

+* Who Deserves to be called Raheem?

A person who inadvertently helps another person without any intention is not a merciful person (Raheem).
A person who has the feeling of mercy for others, but does not act is not a merciful person.

If the person is willing but not able, he is considered merciful (raheem) but his mercy is deficient since the act
of mercy did not result in any meaningful action.

Sometimes we see great injustice and have strong feelings, but we do nothing to alleviate it. That is not
Mercy. The term Raheem combines the intention to have mercy, and the action of delivering it.

Real mercy is to give generously and willingly to someone in need, i.e. when you desire to, and physically, be
generous and merciful to him in both words and deed to satisfy his needs.
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03. AL-MALIK (THE SOVEREIGN) ¢lleJ! «ll !

Other translations: The King, The Sovereign.

Linguistically

The name Al-Malik comes from the root mim lam kaf (£ J ), with the following classical Arabic meaning:

e To have possession and ownership,
e To have power and ability,
e To have control and authority.

Al-Malik in The Quran

The name Al-Malik appears explicitly in the Quran, in two forms: 5 times as Al-Malik and 2 times as Maalik.
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Al-Jumu’a 62:1 - Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth is exalting Allah, the
Sovereign, the Holy, the Exalted in Might, the Wise.

Allah SWT starts the Quran with gngl ps2 ¢l and ends it with g.,ﬁ.!l cla,
Allah SWT introduces Himself in His book saying:
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Al-Hashr 59:23 - He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the Sovereign, the Pure, the
Perfection, the Bestower of Faith, the Overseer, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior.
Exalted is Allah above whatever they associate with Him.

+» Difference Between Malik and Maalik

The name Malik signifies a king, while the name Maalik, by virtue of the ‘aa’ which intensifies the meaning,
signifies someone greater than a king, and is often translated as master or lord. However, the exact
differences between these names are not universally agreed upon.
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Al-Imran 3:26 - Say, "O Allah, Owner of Sovereignty, You give sovereignty to whom You will and You
take sovereignty away from whom You will. You honor whom You will and You humble whom You will.
In Your hand is [all] good. Indeed, You are over all things competent.
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Al-Buruj 85:9 - To whom belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth. And Allah, over all things,
is Witness.

Al-Malik is the owner and king of all of creation, while Maalik al-Mulk combines ownership with the ability to
dispose of affairs with full control, and without challenge.

e One may own things, but do not have the right to use them (e.g. England’s royalty).
e One may control things and use them, but do not own them.
e One may own a house, but the government may take it away.

% Meaning 1: Owner and Controller of the Dominion

If a train going at the speed of 60 mph jumps the track, can any human stop it or return it back to its track?

Earth moves with a speed of 66,000 mph in its orbit around the sun. If Earth even veers an inch out of its
orbit, who can control it? Who is controlling its movement?

This Earth has been on its path since Allah created it. Who controls its perfect motion? Al-Malik!

Ogbd5 i3 UM 4 3855 dul 803 pad J2Y 30 8 5315 ww-“ ey S & 58 a5 HE § U s
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Fatir 35:13 - He causes the night to enter the day, and He causes the day to enter the night and has
subjected the sun and the moon - each running [its course] for a specified term. That is Allah, your
Lord; to Him belongs sovereignty. And those whom you invoke other than Him do not possess [as much
as] the membrane of a date seed.

% Meaning 2: Owner of the Souls

Can anyone go without sleep? Everyone must sleep. All souls must return to its owner daily.

S A § §fe ik Y21 ) 55591 a3y S50t (Gale (528 (51 Eluaidgolia § 3 45 4 15 W5s o eVl 35 il
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Az-Zumar 39:42 - Allah takes the souls at the time of their death, and those that do not die [He takes]

during their sleep. Then He keeps those for which He has decreed death and releases the others for a

specified term. Indeed, in that are signs for a people who give thought.

The soul must go back to its owner. None of us can resist it or prevent it, no matter how hard we try. Al-Malik
will keep some of them and release the others for an appointed time. He is in full control over His dominion.
Allah will allow us to wake up for a time, then take it again later. We have no control!
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We cannot see this soul that Allah has given us, nor can we control it. He gives it to us daily. We operate and
exist on a day-by-day basis. Think about it! The soul is not ours, nor can we control it.

Sl V) elall 55 okiSol 13 35 531 e Gl JBugadll o Ebgliss

Al-Isra 17:85 - And they ask you, [0 Muhammad], about the soul. Say, "The soul is of the affair of my

Lord. And mankind have not been given of knowledge except a little."
How can we sleep in a state of sin? What if we do not wake up the next day?
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Al-Anfal 8:24 - O you who have believed, respond to Allah and to the Messenger when he calls you to
that which gives you life. And know that Allah intervenes between a man and his heart and that to Him
you will be gathered.

We belong to Al-Malik, our souls belong to Him, the entire universe belongs to Him, even our hearts belong to
Him to change at will.

¢ Meaning 3: Sustains from His Infinite Wealth.

A king who does not have wealth to spend from is not a king. Allah SWT has everything.

Al-Munafiqun 63:7 (partial) gbjiﬁ@ Olgleddl Bl 4U5 ... And to Allah belongs the depositories of the
heavens and the earth ...

Our King will give us anything we need. He does not want us to go to anyone else.

Allah SWT is capable of anything He pleases.

Sy _ 9
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At-Taghabun 64:1 - Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth is exalting Allah. To Him
belongs dominion, and to Him belongs [all] praise, and He is over all things competent.

¢ Meaning 4: The Only Authority

On the day of judgement, all kings, and people with authority in this life will be humbled! Who has the
ownership and control on that day? Al-Malik!
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Ghafir 40:16 - The Day they come forth nothing concerning them will be concealed from Allah. To
whom belongs [all] sovereignty this Day? To Allah, the One, the Prevailing.

When all creation perishes, Allah SWT will call the kings who flaunted their power on this Earth. He will
challenge His creation: Who is Al-Malik today? No one will answer.

Allah SWT will answer Himself, The King, Al-Malik, Malik Al-Mulk.

Al-Malik in Our Lives

% Who do we Belong to?

Who do we belong to? Who has ownership over us? Who has the ultimate authority over us?

Kings of this Earth ruled for many years. Where are they now? We see their lavish palaces and the lands they
owned. Where are they now?

Who is the true King? Who do we belong to?

| am sure we all know the answer, but do we feel it in the depths of our hearts?

¢ What Behavior should the Name Al-Malik Inspire?

1-1zzah (521211333) We should not humiliate ourselves running after creation to fulfill our needs when we are the
slaves of Al-Malik (Abdul-Malik). He controls all the wealth of this universe. Ask Him and only Him. Rely on
Him. He is Al-Malik.

If someone is blackmailing you or threatening you with something: Go back to Al-Malik for help, plead with Al-
Malik to not subject you to any humiliation at the hands of His creation, then let them do whatever they want.
They can only do what Al-Malik will allow them to do.

Prophet Hud’s reply to his people when they threatened him:

@
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Hud: 11:55/56 - So plot against me all together; then do not give me respite. * Indeed, | have relied

upon Allah, my Lord and your Lord. There is no creature but that He holds its forelock. Indeed, my Lord
is on a path [that is] straight."

This is called in Arabic Izzah 53-9. We do not bow to any of Allah’s creation because we belong to Al-Malik.

2-Control Yourself (¢luas ekl ) Does anyone really own or control anything?
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You may think you own a car and have the paperwork to prove it. It belongs to Allah, and He has given it to
you as a trust for an appointed time.

A wise bedouin in the desert gathering his camels was asked: are all of these camels yours? He replied: Allah
has with me seven camels (Jloz dame s 4l).

We think the money we have in the bank is ours? It belongs to Allah and He has entrusted us with it.

We do not own or control anything in this world. They are all trusts from Allah. The only thing we own and
have control over is our self and our behavior.

We should control our self and force it to behave according to Al-Malik’s instructions.

Prophet Yusuf understood this point. When he was victorious over his brothers, what did he say?
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Yusuf 12:101 - My Lord, You have given me [something] of sovereignty and taught me of the
interpretation of dreams. Creator of the heavens and earth, You are my protector in this world and in
the Hereafter. Cause me to die a Muslim and join me with the righteous."

If we do not own anything, what Mulk is prophet Yusuf AS referring to? What did he control?

e He controlled himself in front of Al-Aziz’s wife and did not fall to temptation.
e He controlled himself by remaining humble and honest when the wealth of Egypt was at his disposal.
e He controlled himself by not taking revenge on his brothers when he had power over them.

What a great “Mulk”(sovereignty) that Allah has given prophet Yusuf AS — the ability to control himself.
All prophet Yusuf wanted after all that was to die as a Muslim and be in the company of the righteous.

To act on these qualities, requires a lot of patience, and help from Allah SWT!
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04. AL-QUDDOUS (THE HOLY) (ygdall diil gl

Other translations: The Holy, The Pure, The All-Perfect.

Linguistically

The name comes from the root gaf dal sin (u~ > &), with the following classical meanings:

e Holy, sacred, and hallowed,
e Pure,
e Perfect, without blemish or fault.

The act of sanctification 4«4 includes both negation and affirmation:

e Negation of all that is not pure and holy, completely, and totally without specifying. It is not fit to
praise a king then follow it by: he does not steal and does not lie, etc. It is not fitting.

e Affirmation of all that is pure and holy, on the other hand, can be detailed and listed. All of Allah’s
attributes come under this affirmation: He is One, Most Merciful, Most Gracious, The Truth, etc.

Al-Quddous in The Quran

The name Al-Quddous appears explicitly 2 times in the Quran, and points to The Divine Self.
0S5 303801 ool el o1 § ey wlzlesdl § e oy Fiad

Al-Jumu’a 62:1 - Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth is exalting Allah, the
Sovereign, the Holy, the Exalted in Might, the Wise.
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Al-Hashr 59:23 - He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the Sovereign, the Holy, the Perfection,
the Bestower of Faith, the Overseer, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior. Exalted is Allah
above whatever they associate with Him.

Allah SWT is The Holy and The Pure in His Divine Self and in His Divine Acts. Allah is free from all that touches
His perfection.

% Meaning 1: Pure and Perfect

Allah SWT is perfect and above anything we can imagine.

2-'.‘_91: 4.116 owJ Ash-Shuraa (partial) 42:11 - ... There is nothing like unto Him ...
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e Heis the One beyond similarity and change. Nothing is like Him, and He does not Change.

e The One not dependent on anything — He needs no one and nothing, and everyone needs Him.

e His attributes are pure and free from any shortcoming — nothing but perfection.

e His actions are pure and perfect.

e His existence is pure and holy, not requiring a space to exist in or time to be bound by, or an
imagination to capture His essence.

e His abilities are pure and perfect, so nothing happens without His permission and knowledge.

e Heis the one glorified and revered by the angels.

e He purifies the bodies, hearts, and souls of His servants.

Allah, Al-Quddous, is pure and above anything we may imagine. Allah The Judge is nothing like the fairest of
human judges. He is above all perfection attributed to humans. He is far above it in the perfect and absolute.

If a person is described as vengeful, that puts fear in people’s hearts. But Allah’s vengeance (Al-Muntagim)
makes believers rejoice and are comforted with, because it is perfect, full of mercy and Justice.

The name Al-Quddous teaches us that Allah’s essence and actions are pure and untainted.

Allah SWT tells us that He is “Al-Malik al-Quddus”, reminding us not to get confused with attributes of kings of
this world. He is the King, but He is Pure and so He acts with ultimate justice free of oppression.

Allah is above human perfection; it is more fitting that He is above human faults.

+* Meaning 2: Purifies His Servants

el oo
Ibn al-Qayyim points to the word Bayt al-Maqdis (el &), which refers to the whole area encompassing

al-Agsa Mosque and the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem. This is the “Holy House”, because people go there to
be purified of sins.

Jibril = (wuadl >9,

The Angel Jibril was mentioned in the Quran with the name (! z9).
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An-Nahl 16:102 - Say, [0 Muhammad], "The Pure Spirit has brought it down from your Lord in truth to
make firm those who believe and as guidance and good tidings to the Muslims."

Jibril AS was purified from all the faults relating to delivering Allah’s message:

e He does not forget,
e He does not change or alter the message,
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e He does not add or subtract,
e He does not exaggerate.

Al-Quddous is the One Who purifies His servants from sins or things that does not befit them. He makes them
love good and despise sins and evil.

A Pure Heart
One of the acts of Al-Quddous — The Pure, is He purifies the hearts of his servants.
pekio By 1 31 58 ) * 83 V5 O ki Y 333

Ash-Shu’ara 26:88/89 - The Day when there will not benefit [anyone] wealth or children * But only one
who comes to Allah with a sound heart."

When we come closer to Allah with good deeds and acts that He likes, He will purify our hearts until we meet
Him with a clean and sound heart on the day of judgement.

A pure and sound heart is the greatest gift we can get:

e A heart that does not run after lust and desires what Allah does not like,

e A heart that does not believe or follow things that contradict Quran and Sunnah,

e A heart that is not satisfied with familiar things like eating, drinking, working, living, and dying — but a
heart that is ambitious, distinguished, successful, and an asset to the Ummah (i.e. living with a purpose
and a goal),

e A heart that wants to know Allah, and worship and obey Him alone.

Al-Quddous in Our Lives

< Tawhid

The act of sanctifying and glorifying Allah Al-Quddous is Tawhid. This is our main duty to Allah and His
beautiful names.

él.JJCAis".sl;ub"dl.o.‘)d:,.\lo_,:i“}!lWjdedPJ‘@Msm!ql,acdquwa)bledls e dil 92). Jix 0 Sak
L 5 3k G Y6 @ el 5l 3 @M§M|d3u)d§#w".)lxob"dlﬂ uu,u‘w RN P TS 1A
198,783 5 bgdiss & o.)l.@ul:.‘t.\ﬂ 35 " 06 AT A glzs din &6 osbie Jb ol 35 6 (56 4o " 06 . &iass AUl Jedss
13) il J& oliall G5 b )6 Jb " B cﬁi&bjmldy)ww d;.;;,sau.ou"qts § el o &6 " Bk @

" addal Y G dul Je sbadl G5 06 L A1ET dglzp it S5 " b glad,

Narrated Mu“adh bin Jabal: While | was riding behind the Prophet (¥8) and between me and him was
only the back of the saddle, he said, "0 Mu'adh!" | replied, "Labbaik, 0 Allah's Messenger and Sa’daik!
(at your service)" he said, "Do you know what is Allah's right upon his slave?" | said, "Allah and His
Apostle know best" He said "Allah's right upon his slaves is that they should worship Him alone and
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not worship anything else besides Him." Then he proceeded for a while and then said, "O Mu adh bin
Jabal!" | replied, "Labbaik, O Allah's Messenger and Sa'daik!' He said, "Do you know what is the right
of the slaves upon Allah if they do that?" | replied, "Allah and His Apostle know best." He said, "The
right of the slaves upon Allah is that He will not punish them (if they do that). [Bukhari 5967]

Tawhid is the act of purifying our belief and our relationship with Allah SWT. We purify our acts of worship by
dedicating them to Allah only. We believe in the pure and perfect attributes of Allah’s Divine self and acts.

If we meet Allah on this state, we can be safe from His punishment.

** No Loss with Obedience, and No Gain with Sin

Al-Quddous — The Holy and Pure — created us with desires and wants. However, He created a proper channel
for each desire to be fulfilled so we remain pure.

il 5o kb iy blgh 51 phe il (45

Al-Qasas 28:50 (partial) And who is more astray than one who follows his desire without guidance
from Allah?

Understanding this name makes us want to purify ourselves from sins and lusting after what is not good for us.

e [f you desire women — get married.
e If you desire wealth —work hard and earn from good sources.
e If you desire honor — serve your fellow man, especially the less fortunate.

Islam is not about deprivation. Islam is about chastity, purity, doing what pleases Allah, and protecting our
nature that Allah SWT created pure and honored.

% Purify Yourself

If a person is holy and pure, it is not because of something external. A pure and holy person is due to his
manners, actions, internal and external purity. Purity comes from within, by following Allah’s commands.

Our duty to Al-Quddous is that we purify ourselves and go to Him pure — because Allah is pure and only
accepts what is pure:

e We purify our soul by worshipping Allah alone (Tawhid), glorifying Him and Sanctifying Him,
e We purify our actions by having the proper intention, and refraining from sins and faults,

e We purify our hearts from lying, cheating, and pride,

e We purify our bodies from intoxicants, unlawful food, unlawful clothes, and impurities,

e We purify our time from wrong-doing,
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e We help others and the society to remain pure, by fixing the wrongs around us,
e Sanctify that which Allah has sanctified.

Al-Quddous has sanctified certain things and ordered us to sanctify them. We are commanded to value life, to
protect people’s honor and to respect our own places of worship, as well as the places of worship of others.

We must learn the things that Allah SWT has sanctified and give them their proper respect.

We all want Allah SWT to accept us and be pleased with us. We must purify ourselves for Him to accept us
and to shower His blessings and love on us.
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05. AS-SALAAM (THE SOURCE OF PEACE) pMwd! il !

Other translations: The Source of Peace, The Flawless.

Linguistically

The name As-Salaam comes from the root sin [dm mim (¢ J +). The word has these meanings:

e Peace, safety, and security

e Tranquility, Calm, and stability
e Free from defect, and complete
e Surrender, and submit

Our faith, Islam is derived from the same root. It is the religion of peace and submission, perfect and free
from fault.

As-Salaam in The Quran

The name As-Salaam is mentioned explicitly once in the Quran.
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Al-Hashr 59:23 - He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the Sovereign, the Pure, the source of
Peace and Perfection, the Bestower of Faith, the Overseer, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the
Superior. Exalted is Allah above whatever they associate with Him.

The name As-Salaam also appears in authentic Sunnah.

Whenever the Messenger of Allah (28) finished his prayer, he would ask for forgiveness three times [by saying,
"4l yaicwl ' (3 times)] and then he would say: plySYly UMl 13L CS)HLS ¢puadl ling ¢pMuadl Cf @ gldl™ 2" (O
Allah! You are the Bestower of security, and security comes from You; Blessed are You. O Possessor of Glory
and Honor)." [Muslim].

¢ Meaning 1: Source of Peace, Safety, and Security

Allah SWT is the source of peace, safety, and security; He is As-Salaam, and only He SWT can truly bestow it.
Allah is in control of everything. Nothing happens in this universe without His will and knowledge.

Allah has Angels appointed to protect Man, by His command, and keep him safe.

il 31 o Woglhhin adl (e 4035 s o Slihas W
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Ar-Ra’d 13:11 (beginning) For each one are successive [angels] before and behind him who protect him
by the decree of Allah ...

When we are worried and afraid, the remembrance of Allah brings about peace and tranquility.

ol Gl it S Fhacll 8 ool alals 15T Gl

Ar-Ra’d 13:28 - Those who have believed and whose hearts are assured by the remembrance of Allah.
Unquestionably, by the remembrance of Allah hearts are assured."

We sometimes act in contradictory ways. We look for the illusion of peace in the material, sometimes in other
people, and in a certain way of life.

If we remember Allah and exert effort for His pleasure, He will bestow His peace, security, protection, and
care on us. He is the source, and it can only come from Him SWT.

¢ Meaning 2: Free from any Imperfections, His Acts are Free from Evil

Allah SWT is perfect. His Divine Self is perfect, His Divine Attributes are perfect, and His Divine Acts are
perfect. Only good comes from Allah SWT.

For example, Allah SWT is Just. If He treats any creature in His dominion unjustly, this negates the perfect
quality of justice. Allah’s attributes are all perfect, free from defects and evil.

When Allah’s Acts are free from evil, what about all the evil in this world?

One thing must be clear in our minds: Evil is different from absolute evil. Absolute evil is evil with no good in it
— evil for the sake of evil.

Take for example a patient who has an inflamed appendix. The doctor gets out a scalpel and starts cutting the
skin. Blood gushes out. Not a pleasant scene! After the surgery, the patient feels pain for days.

The surgeon did not cut the patient’s body to do harm. He did it to save the patient’s life and bring safety.
255 0 9ha55 4ouil i e Biak o il a3

Ash-Shuraa 42:30 - And whatever strikes you of disaster - it is for what your hands have earned; but He
pardons much.

If Allah inflicts some with evil, it is to correct —i.e. evil that brings good results. Allah’s actions are free from
absolute evil!
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% Meaning 3: Bestows Peace on His Servants

Allah SWT bestows peace and safety on His servants. The prophets were a great example of recipients of such
favors.

Prophet Ibrahim AS had complete trust in Allah SWT. He was in a state of complete calm when he was about
to be catapulted into the raging fire.

el ofe a3king 1353 358 56 6 b
Al-Anbiya 21:69 - Allah said, "O fire, be coolness and safety upon Abraham."
Allah SWT bestowed peace upon Ibrahim, but He also bestows it upon all those who are attached to Him.
Eakiusall J& fokag
As-Saffat 37:181 - And peace upon the messengers.
In Surat As-Saffat, Allah SWT tells us about some of the other Prophets upon whom He bestowed peace:

“Peace be upon Noah in all the worlds,” (37:79). “Peace be upon Abraham,” (37:109). “Peace be upon Moses
and Aaron,” (37:120). “Peace be upon Elias,” (37:130). “Peace be upon the Messengers,” (37:181).

May Allah SWT make us of those upon whom Allah bestows His peace!

As-Salaam in Our Lives

** Human Nature

We all seek peace in some way:

e We work so that we do not have to worry about where our next meal will come from.
e \We take breaks to rest and give ourselves some calm.
e We go out for long drives just to get to a place of quiet and tranquility.

Something in us constantly desires serenity. We were created this way.

** Dimensions of the Word “Salaam”

We all understand “salaam” to be peace, but this word has many dimensions, and they all relate to Allah’s
Name As-Salaam.

The root ¢k« means to be free from defect. 4w means safety.
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So how are these meanings interrelated, and how do they relate to Allah’s Beautiful Name?
Allah is perfect and flawless, and His actions are free from fault or blemish.
As human beings, we try to seek and create what is flawless because we have a natural affinity towards it.

What disturbs us and prevents a peaceful existence is when we put our hopes in the imperfect. We depend on
others as we should depend on Allah, and when we are disappointed in them, we are broken.

We may get angry or frustrated when things don’t work out the way we wanted, but that is because people
and things are not perfect.

When we let go of that, and understand that we all have faults, we will be in a better position to work in our
environment and try to make it better.

The lack of perfection should not cause us to despair. We understand that it is only Allah SWT who is perfect.
This should not be interpreted as we should not strive for perfection, to the best of our ability.

The Prophet & said, “douls cAsi il 19w @353 1315 B 1gws B @203 135 coged 8 JB lasyl 38 i
Verily Allah has prescribed lhsan (proficiency, perfection) in all things. So if you kill then kill well; and if

you slaughter, then slaughter well. Let each one of you sharpen his blade and let him spare suffering to
the animal he slaughters.” [Muslim]

+» As-Salaam and the Heart

Imam Al-Ghazali makes the connection beautifully to the state of our hearts. He says,

“Every servant whose heart is free from deceit, hatred, envy, and evil intent; and whose limbs are
unblemished by sins and forbidden actions, and whose attributes are not affected by inversion and reversal,
will be one who comes to God, the Most High, with a sound heart.”

Things that cause disturbance in our lives are tied to what we allow into our hearts.

When we allow ourselves to envy and to hate, we are far from being in a state of peace, because our hearts
are far from the flawless source of peace. How can a person who is far from a well expect to quench his thirst?

We seek peace from the flawless source of peace by attempting to remove the blemishes from our heart, and
we are then granted peace, God willing.

We free ourselves from the shackles of resentment, self-righteousness, and rage. We start to do this by
humbling ourselves to Allah SWT and realizing that everything comes from Him.
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The anger in our hearts only harms us and shows discontent with the divine decree. We need to let go.
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Ash-Shu’ara 26:88/89 - The Day when there will not benefit [anyone] wealth or children * But only one
who comes to Allah with a sound heart."

A sound heart is “aslw 37‘33”, from the same root of Allah’s Name, As-Salaam. We have an example of someone
with such a heart:

As-Saffat 37:83/84 - And indeed, among his kind was Abraham, * When he came to his Lord with a
sound heart

How did Ibrahim AS develop such a heart? Because it was attached to Allah, As-Salaam.

+* The Weight of Sin

Sin weighs heavily on the heart. Sometimes we do not want to think of this. But just as eating a little poison
every day will make us sick and eventually kill us, sins do that to the heart.

It is very important in realizing Allah’s Name As-Salaam to critically reflect on ourselves and our state and
strive to become better. If it is difficult, then the key is turning to Allah SWT and asking for His help, for He
constantly accepts those who return to Him. Even stopping one little thing that is displeasing to Allah is good,
because it is a step taken closer to the source of peace.

All the Prophets had peace from Allah SWT. This is what we all desire. We must always remember to seek it
from the source, and not from illusions.

¢ Practical Ways to Achieve a Peaceful Life

[1] Remembrance of Allah

Remembering Allah is one way to achieve peace in our lives.
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Ar-Ra’d 13:28 - Those who have believed and whose hearts are assured by the remembrance of Allah.
Unquestionably, by the remembrance of Allah hearts are assured."

Remembering Allah is any action that is done with Allah SWT in mind. This includes prayers, specific forms of
thikr (remembrance), du’a (supplication), and doing things with the intention to please Allah SWT.
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[2] Spreading peace and the greetings of peace as advised by the prophet 5.

Abdullah bin Salam reported that he heard the prophet & saying:
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"0 people, exchange greetings of peace (i.e., say: As-Salamu 'Alaikum to one another), feed people,
strengthen the ties of kinship, and be in prayer when others are asleep, you will enter Jannah in
peace."[Tirmithi — Grade Hasan Sahih]

[3] Remind yourself that only Allah is Flawless

We all have flaws and make mistakes. We should not despair when this happens, but rather work hard to
become better and strive to fix the faults. We neither should place a burden on others by expecting them to
be perfect.

[4] Seek the reward from Allah, not from people

When we put our hope in results and not in Allah SWT, maintaining good works and activism can be hard.

But when we realize that the point is in the striving and in maintaining it and seeking ways to improve, we are
not deterred by what may seem like a failure.

The ultimate peace comes in the Hereafter, in the Abode of Peace, where there is no fear or sadness. May
Allah make us of its inhabitants.

¢ Critical Stages in Human Life

We all have 3 stages in our existence when we most need safety and security:

1. The day we are born —taken out from the comfort of the womb to the unknown of this world,
2. The day we die — leaving the world we knew behind us and heading for the unknown of the grave,
3. The day we are resurrected — getting out of the grave to an unfamiliar reality of the day of judgement.

We all are in dire need for safety and security at these stages. Only As-Salaam can provide any relief.
How do we increase our chances for safety?

e Remembrance of Allah brings peace and security,

e Connecting with Allah purifies us from the sins and evils in us, and makes us a better person,
e Adhering to Islam will lead us to eternal peace, happiness, and safety from punishment,

e Be good to Allah’s creation and be a source of peace for others.

pOlud! ling ¢pdhud! el ¢Y1 O Allah, provide safety and peace for us in this world and in the next, and grant us
success and your pleasure.
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06. AL-MU’MIN (THE GIVER OF PEACE) ¢y $aJll bl ousl

Other translations: The Remover of Fear, The Bestower of Faith.

Linguistically

The name Al-Mu’min is derived from the root a-m-n ¢ p i, which appears 879 times in the Quran in 17 derived
forms. The most common meanings from the root are:

e To feel secure or to trust (i)
e To Believe, to have Faith, to affirm the truth (s¢%l), appears most of the times. @il

Al-Mu’min in The Quran

The name Al-Mu’min appears explicitly once in the Quran.
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Al-Hashr 59:23 - He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the Sovereign, the Pure, the
Perfection, the Bestower of Faith, the Overseer, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior.
Exalted is Allah above whatever they associate with Him.

** Meaning 1: Provider of Security and Safety

Allah Al-Mu'min provides security to His creation. His creation is secure from:

e The fear that He would ever wrong them,

e He would deprive them of their rights,

e He would allow their rewards to go to waste,

e He would violate the promises He has made to them.

His security encompasses the entire universe and all that it contains.

Z w
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Al-Anfal 8:33 - But Allah would not punish them while you, [0 Muhammad], are among them, and
Allah would not punish them while they seek forgiveness.

Allah is the only one who can guarantee security and safety and block the paths of danger. He can guarantee
it because He is the source.
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¢ Meaning 2: His Promises are True

One of the meanings of the word Mu’min is authentication - believing that Allah’s promises are true. If Allah
promises a good life if we are good, then His promise is true and we will live a good life.
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An-Nahl 16:97 - Whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a believer - We will

surely cause him to live a good life, and We will surely give them their reward [in the Hereafter]
according to the best of what they used to do.

Allah promised believers victory, and His promise was true and is true for all times. Allah promised His
prophet and the believers His paradise and His promise is true.
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Az-Zumar 39:74 - And they will say, "Praise to Allah, who has fulfilled for us His promise and made us
inherit the earth [so] we may settle in Paradise wherever we will. And excellent is the reward of
[righteous] workers."

It may appear to some that some promises are not coming true. We must be firm in our belief that we are the
reason Allah’s promises are delayed. Allah’s promises have a price that we must pay to get them. If we are
afflicted with something, we need to review our lives to see what we are or are not doing.

7
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An-Nisa 4:147 - What would Allah do with your punishment if you are grateful and believe? And ever is
Allah Appreciative and Knowing.

Allah does not need to punish us if we are on the straight path.

** Meaning 3: Affirmation of Faith

Allah has sent books, messengers, and guidance for to show us how to be safe in this world and the next. He
SWT witnessed that He is the One and Only God.

(S5 30301 3b ) ad) Ve Jasuilly W36 olall glol dSs5alls 3 ) ) Y 4 it dgd

Ali-lmran 3:18 - Allah witnesses that there is no deity except Him, and [so do] the angels and those of
knowledge - [that He is] maintaining [creation] in justice. There is no deity except Him, the Exalted in
Might, the Wise.

Allah is authenticating what He asked us to believe. He is AI-Mu’min. He sent prophets and supported them
with miracles, so people would believe them.
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When we recite the Quran, we can see how its teachings and lessons are directly applicable to the world. We
can find comfort in the fact that Allah SWT brings ease with hardship. We widen our vision when we

understand that we may dislike something that might be good for us. We force ourselves to self-reflect when
Allah SWT tells us that the corruption we see around us may very well be what our own hands have wrought.

This faith means that we are secure in our hearts. Therefore, when we say we have Iman (faith, belief), what
we are saying is that we have been granted security and tranquility.

¢ How Does Allah Give Security in this World?

Constancy in Creation

If we ponder Allah’s creation, we can appreciate all the safety and security that we may not be aware of. The
constant properties of things are a source of security.

e Imagine if metals and building materials were not solid all the time. We cannot feel safe in our homes
fearing the house will collapse at any time.

e We save money by buying gold for example. Imagine if gold did not have fixed properties and could
turn into something useless.

e The Sun rises from the east every day and on time. Earth and planets have a fixed orbit and laws we
can be sure of. If Earth veers off its path a bit, we will all perish.

e We plant beans and expect to harvest beans and not something else. This is the fixed property of
seeds.

e QOur bodies are consistent in design. Someone in the US can make medicine that can help someone in
Africa, because we are all built the same.

These are only a few examples of how Al-Mu’min gives us safety and assurance in this life.

Constancy in Faith

All the facts reported in the Quran could not be contradicted in 1400+ years. This should give us a sense of
security that our faith is true. Not a single verse in the Quran can be disputed!

Believers are secure from the fear that their belief could be wrong.
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Al-Mu’min in Our Lives

¢ Faith, Safety, and Security

As human beings, we are weak and have many fears. The biggest fear is eternal damnation, and nothing can
protect us from it but the profession of faith in the unity of God.

Belief in Allah is where true security and safety lie. If we believe in Allah SWT, truly believe and do good
deeds, then He will give us safety and security — because He is the source.

When will we feel safe?

e When we realize all control is in Allah’s hands, and His alone,
e Heisthe Provider and the One Who takes away,
e Heis the One who gives authority and takes it away,
e Heis the One who gives honor or humiliation,
ela (21 640 0 0335 Bhelial A L 015555 DlBha i 3 2l

An-Nisa 4:40 - Indeed, Allah does not do injustice, [even] as much as an atom's weight; while if there is
a good deed, He multiplies it and gives from Himself a great reward.

Tawhid is the only way to security and to the realization of Allah’s promises, and avoiding His punishment.

< Actions Affirming Speech

A Mu’min is one who believes, affirms, and upholds the truth. Allah’s actions and speech in the Quran
confirm one another without contradictions. Our actions must affirm our speech.

You will not find a believer who says there is no hereafter. However, for some, their actions contradict their
speech. If the deeds are evil, the money is from forbidden sources, actions not complying with the basics of
faith, then one would question if they truly believe in the hereafter.

When belief (Iman) settles in the heart, it will have a profound effect on the actions the person will do. The
title Mu’min means a person who believes in Allah and His commandments in the Quran and implements
them in his life.

A Mu’min believes what the prophet has said and done and implements them in his life. Iman is when the
tongue says, the heart believes, and actions affirm.
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¢ Give Others Security

The ones most worthy of the name “Mu’min” are the ones who all creatures are safe from their harm.
Narrated Abu Shuraih: The Prophet (#) said:
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"By Allah, he does not believe! By Allah, he does not believe! By Allah, he does not believe!" It was
said, "Who is that, O Allah's Messenger?" He said, "That person whose neighbor does not feel safe
from his evil."

If someone is falsely accused of something, and you know the truth —then support them and uphold the truth.

+* Guide Others to the Truth and to Safety

The most deserving person to be called a Mu’min is he who guides others to what will gives them ultimate
safety and security. He guides others to Al-Mu’min Himself.

While we know that it is only Allah SWT who guides, guidance here means advising with wisdom and
informing — the action of Da’wa.

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 48




07. AL-MUHAYMIN (THE GUARDIAN) ¢rezgel! dbil ool

Other translations: The Protector, The Bestower of Security, The Guardian.

Linguistically

The name Al-Muhaymin comes from the root h-m-n (J-¢#-¢) (although some link it to root a-m-n).

The root can be understood in the context of a bird doing haymana over its chicks, by extending its wings over
them, protecting them.

The word muhaymin contains the following meanings:

e The Guardian and Protector,
e The Observer who sees what everyone does,
e The One Who has taken up the responsibility of sustaining and providing for all of creation.

The name “Muhaymin” contains meanings of both knowledge and power.
If a soldier haymana over a city, it means he took control of it and watches over it.

In modern Arabic, “al-haymana”, is domination and supremacy.

Al-Muhaymin in The Quran

The name Al-Muhaymin appears explicitly in the Quran, one time.
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Al-Hashr 59:23 - He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the Sovereign, the Pure, the
Perfection, the Bestower of Faith, the Overseer, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior.

Exalted is Allah above whatever they associate with Him.

% Meaning 1: Perfect Knowledge and Power

The name “Muhaymin” contains meanings of both knowledge and power. In human terms, it is very rare for
any person to combine knowledge and power. Even in the rare instance that someone has both, they still lack
the vision of the future. Allah SWT is the only one who has the perfect knowledge and the absolute power.

Al-Muhaymin is the One Who has absolute knowledge of all things, Whose power is infinite, irresistible, and
absolute.
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If you have a problem at work, and someone tells you, “Everything is going to be fine;” it is not always
reassuring. The person might mean well, but if they have no power over the situation, their reassurance does
not really help. But if your boss tells you, “Don’t worry about it;” then you are at peace. Why? Because you
know that he is the one who has control over the situation.

% Meaning 2: Domination with Love and Care

The original meaning contains domination and power. In human terms this can be negative and lead to
arrogance and tyranny. When ascribed to Allah SWT, it is all positive.

Q=3 Cogty) gnljdl_a W 6;
Al-Haj 22:65 (partial) ... Indeed, Allah, to the people, is Kind and Merciful.

Allah’s domination is mixed with His Divine love, compassion, mercy, and care for His servants relating to their
happiness in this life and the next. It is void from any tyranny or oppression.

s Meaning 3: Trustworthy Protector

When we say someone is “muhaymin” over a store, it means he is trustworthy and honest when in charge of
the store. He never lets anything go out of the store without his knowledge, observation, or control.

Such is domination with trustworthiness. Thus, another meaning of Allah’s beautiful Divine name “Al-
Muhaymin” is that He is the Trustworthy Protector of His slaves.

He verifies everything He tells us in the Quran and there is no abuse in His dominance.

¢ Meaning 4: Allah’s Commands Dominate

Allah’s book, the Quran, was made dominant, trustworthy, guardian, full of love and care for Man, over all
other books previously revealed.

The Quran replaces all other scriptures and is the dominant source of peace and security from The Lord.
All the commands that Allah gave in the Quran and Sunnah will dominate over any opinion or human rule.

Al-Ma’idah 5:48 (beginning) And We have revealed to you, [0 Muhammad], the Book in truth,
confirming that which preceded it of the Scripture and as a criterion over it.
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If we follow Allah’s commands and others are arguing with us, our position will be dominant over there’s
because it comes from Allah SWT.

When Allah SWT says lowering the gaze is better for us and our happiness — then someone is arguing that
there is no harm in looking. Who is dominant in their position?

A believer’s position that comes from the Quran and Sunnah will always dominate!

+* Meaning 5: The Guardian of Faith

Allah SWT has sent guidance to mankind since the time of man’s creation. Allah SWT has revealed the Quran
to be the last message. He perfected it and guaranteed its longevity and preservation without any chance of
alteration.
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Al-Hijr 15:9 - Indeed, it is We who sent down the Qur'an and indeed, We will be its guardian.

Allah also guards the faith of His servants in this world and at the time of death with Tawhid.
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Ibrahim 14:27 (partial) Allah keeps firm those who believe, with the firm word, in worldly life and in
the Hereafter. And Allah sends astray the wrongdoers. And Allah does what He wills.

Allah SWT will put believers through many tests in this life to purify their faith and make them stronger if they
are patient and obedient.

** Meaning 6: Perfect Power

Al-Muhaymin shows us His power in amazing ways.

When the prophet & was migrating in secret from Makkah to Madinah, Quraysh were tracking him to kill him.
They reached to the entrance of the cave they were hiding in, and would have seen them if they looked in. Al-
Muhaymin is in control. He made their eyes not see and protected His prophet and Abu Bakr with the weak
threads of a spider.

Such is Allah’s Infinite Divine Power: He, All-Mighty, protects with the tiniest and most insignificant things. He,
“Al-Muhaymin”, protects man or causes him to perish with the most insignificant causes.
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+* Link to Other Names

Allah’s name Al-Myhaymin is similar in meaning to two other names: As-Salaam and Al-Mu’min. All three
names contain similar meanings of providing security, protection, and peace.

Al-Muhaymin in Our Lives

+ Al-Muhaymin Provides Safety, Security and Peace.

The name Al-Muhaymin is the ultimate antidote to excessive worrying and stress. We all worry about the
future, about things that we want, or about our fate. This name is a call to internal calm because we know
Allah SWT is in control.

As the Arabic word indicates, when a hen covers her chicks with her wings, that is haymana. That is the
complete protection and comfort that Allah SWT gives us. And just like the chicks feel protected and at peace
because of the knowledge of this complete control and protection, our knowledge of Al-Muhaymin should
afford us even more peace.

+» Examples from History

Allah inspired Musa’s mother to cast him in the river and drove him right to Pharaoh’s palace to be raised
there. Al-Muhaymin, who knows and dominates, is the only One who can do this.

When Allah told Musa and Haroun to go to Pharaoh, they were afraid because they know how ruthless
Pharaoh can be. Allah, Al-Muhaymin assured them they will be safe.

Allah said: “l am with you, hearing and seeing”, i.e. Pharaoh is in My Hand and under My control. Therefore, if
you believe that Allah is “Al-Muhaymin”, you feel safe and secure, comfortable, and peaceful.

All matters are in Allah’s hands and under His Divine knowledge and power. All creatures are in His Divine
grasp. Who was victorious in the end? Musa, because Allah is “Al-Muhaymin”, Who dominates over all.

When prophet Ibrahim’s people wanted to cast him in the fire, Al-Muhaymin ordered the fire to be cool and
safe for Ibrahim. If Allah had not said: “coolness and safety” lbrahim would have been found frozen-dead. If
Allah had not said: “for Abraham” fire would have lost its property of burning forever.

Who is the Dominant?! It is the Almighty Allah!

Everywhere, always, and under all circumstances, Allah is “Al-Muhaymin”, Who hears and sees all things, and
Who dominates over all things. Therefore, we should always be with “Al-Muhaymin” if we desire to be safe
and secure.
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** Who is in Control?

Allah Al-Muhaymin is the only one in control. If we humans are arrogant and think we are in control, Allah will
remind us otherwise.

Take for example the Titanic. It was the first double-hulled ship and was marketed as “unsinkable”. They
equipped it with luxurious finishes and expensive furniture. When they hit the iceberg and called for help,
they thought they were joking because of all the safety hype. The ship sank to the bottom of the ocean on its
maiden trip.

+* Have Knowledge, Will, and Truthfulness

The only thing in this world that we are in control of is our manners and behavior. Allah created us with free
will and gave us all the needed instructions to stay on the straight path.

We should purify our minds from all deviant ideologies, our deeds from sins and wrong-doings, and our heart
from everything except Allah.

This is the application of Allah’s Name “Al-Muhaymin”: one should have full control of one’s qualities and
traits and try to purify the heart.

We should do self-assessment to see where we stand in regard to where Allah wants us to be. We need to
reform ourselves and exert self-control in the face of sins and evil desires. This self-reformation cannot
happen if we do not know what is wrong? That is where knowledge is needed. Without knowledge, we will
not know what and how to reform ourselves, or that Allah is ever watching us. We need the knowledge, will-
power, and endurance to reform ourselves.

We should humble ourselves in front of Allah and be shy that Allah sees us doing something wrong, for He is
ever-watching.

We should get as much knowledge of our faith as we can, have the right belief in Allah, and the courage and
the will to correct any wrong behavior.

We should be honest and truthful with ourselves in such assessment and be guardians and protectors of our
hearts.

s Trust in Allah

We must be firm in our belief that all matters are in Allah’s hands. He has full control over everything.
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We should be confident in the future, and confident that Allah will help us if we are obedient and go back to
Him in repentance and ask for His help.

Our future is secure if we put our trust in Allah SWT alone for all our affairs.
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08. AL-AZIZ (THE ALL-MIGHTY) 3231 dul gl

Other translations: The Mighty, The Strong, Dignified and Powerful.

Linguistically

Allah’s name Al-Aziz comes from the root ayn zdy zay (0 J ), with the following classical meanings:

e Hasno like or equal - 3¢,

e Strong, powerful, invincible - 33¢,
e To reinforce and support - 33,

e To grant honor and power - 3a3.

Al-Aziz in The Quran

The name Al-Aziz is mentioned explicitly in the Quran. It appears more than 90 times.

Al-Jathiyah 45:2 - The revelation of the Book is from Allah, the Exalted in Might, the Wise.

< Meaning 1: )s No One is Like Him, and No One is Equal to Him.

Oghuad a2 Bhall &y 65 blodls
As-Saffat 37:180 - Exalted is your Lord, the Lord of might, above what they describe.
Azza 3¢ means rare, unique, in demand, and cannot be reached. All conditions must be present.

Allah SWT is One: Unique and unmatched in His Divine Self, His Divine Attributes, and His Divine Acts. All
creation need Allah SWT for their existence and survival. No one can get to Allah SWT.

% Meaning 2: 332l Mighty, Invincible, Overpowers and is Never Overpowered.
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Yusuf 12:21(partial) - And Allah is predominant over His affair, but most of the people do not know.

Allah SWT is unmatched in power, Invincible. Nothing happens in His Dominion without His Knowledge
and Permission. When He decrees something, no one can prevent it.
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% Meaning 3: J)—'-;‘ To Reinforce, to Make Stronger and Victorious

<o
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Ya-Sin 36:14 - When We sent to them two, but they denied them, so We strengthened them with a
third, and they said, "Indeed, we are messengers to you."
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Allah SWT supports His servants in this life and makes them victorious.

The Battle of Badr

An example from the life of the prophet # on meaning 3 — Reinforcement and Support, is the battle of Badr.

The believers were 313 with 2 horses and the rest on foot. The Quraysh army was 1000 with 300 horses and
the rest on camels.

In the battle of Badr, the prophet # and his companions did their part of preparing, prayed, and pleaded for
Allah’s help and victory. Al-Aziz supported them with 4 things:

1. A Vision —Allah SWT made the prophet £ see the enemy as few in his dream.

2. Sleep — They needed the rest before the battle. The entire army fell asleep hours before the battle.

3. Rain - It firmed up the ground under the Muslim’s feet, and turned into mud for the Quraysh. It
provided clean water to wash and purify themselves.

4. Angels — Allah sent 1000 Angels led by Jibril AS.

No one controls the armies of Heavens and Earth except Allah — He is Strong and Wise.
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Al-Anfal 8:10 - And Allah made it not but good tidings and so that your hearts would be assured
thereby. And victory is not but from Allah. Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise.

We must have confidence in Al-Aziz’s help and support. We must do our part in preparations, then supplicate
to Al-Aziz for victory and help. All verses that talk about victory end with the name Al-Aziz.

Victory and support will come after we do our part in increasing knowledge, experience, and act in the wisest
way.

% Meaning 4: ;a.g The One Who Grants Power and Honor to His Servants
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Al-Imran 3:26 - Say, "O Allah, Owner of Sovereignty, You give sovereignty to whom You will and You
take sovereignty away from whom You will. You honor whom You will and You humble whom You will.
In Your hand is [all] good. Indeed, You are over all things competent.
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Allah SWT is the source of honor and power. He bestows it on whom He wills. He SWT does not like to see His
servants humiliated.

+* Name Pairing

Allah’s name Al-Aziz appears in many verses in the Quran, mostly paired with one of four names:
e;-S:iJ‘ J:{)-’J‘ Al-Aziz (The Mighty) Al-Hakim (The Wise) appears 47 times.
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Al-Ma’idah 5:118 - If You should punish them - indeed they are Your servants; but if You forgive them -
indeed it is You who is the Exalted in Might, the Wise.

If someone did not know the ending of the verse, one would think it should end with pasyJl yg&aJ!.

People may forgive out of weakness or avoiding complications. Allah forgives out of strength and wisdom.
Allah is Al-Aziz, but with wisdom (Al-Hakim). In the example of people, one may be a strong but reckless.
Allah has the best example, He is Mighty, Wise in the use of His strength.

=31 jgy-ﬂ Al-Aziz (The Mighty) Ar-Raheem (The Merciful) appears 14 times.
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Ash-Shu’ara 26:175 - And indeed, your Lord - He is the Exalted in Might, the Merciful.

Allah is Aziz, but with mercy (Raheem). In the example of people, when they are in a position of power and
strength they sometimes become harsh and merciless. Allah has the best example, He is strong, merciful in
the application of His strength and might.

33,-:- Zgg-z) Qawiy (Strong) Aziz (Mighty) appears 7 times.
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Al-Mujadila 58:21 - Allah has written, "l will surely overcome, | and My messengers." Indeed, Allah is
Powerful and Exalted in Might.

eg.éijl Jg).aJl Al-Aziz (The Mighty) Al-Aleem (All-Knowing) appears at least 6 times.
pedal! 33801 il o QST (5
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Ghafir 40:2 - The revelation of the Book is from Allah, the Exalted in Might, the Knowing.
Allah is Qawiy Aziz, and Aziz Alim. His Izzah comes with Knowledge and Strength.

If we ponder the Universe and how everything moves with precision, we can understand how great Allah Al-
Aziz is.
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Ya-Sin 36:38 - And the sun runs [on course] toward its stopping point. That is the determination of the
Exalted in Might, the Knowing.

Night and day succession, the four seasons, how the Earth never gets sucked into the Sun — all are proofs of
the strength, wisdom, and knowledge of Al-Aziz. If the Sun, the Earth, and the planets did not move, they will
collide with each other.

With the universe and its stars, that are more than the desert sands, move and do not collide? Doesn’t that
testify to the strength, wisdom, planning, and control of Al-Aziz?

Other occurrences:

——————

Sad 38:9 - Or do they have the depositories of the mercy of your Lord, the Exalted in Might, the
Bestower?
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Al-Mulk 67:2 - [He] who created death and life to test you [as to] which of you is best in deed - and He
is the Exalted in Might, the Forgiving
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Saba 34:6 - And those who have been given knowledge see that what is revealed to you from your Lord
is the truth, and it guides to the path of the Exalted in Might, the Praiseworthy.

In summary, Allah Al-Aziz, is:

e The One who has no equal or partner, able over all His creation.

e Heis the Strong in defeating His enemies, mighty in vengeance.

e He overpowers everything by subjugating them to His will.

e He is unbeatable, immune from defeat or loss, and cannot be reached.

e All difficulties disappear for His honor and might.

e Heis the One all creation need Him for all their existence and needs.

e He is the One who supports His servants, honors them, and make them victorious.
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Al-Aziz in Our Lives

s Be Helpful to Others

Prophets are the highest level of Aziz among people. Everyone needs their wisdom and guidance. They
have Allah’s support, and they show the way to Him SWT.

It is our duty to continue spreading the message they brought — The call to the path of Allah SWT.

We should be helpful to people when we can provide something they need. The more people need you,
the more you are Aziz — with humility of course.

s Do Not Humiliate Yourself

Allah Al-Aziz, the One Who has no equal and is never overpowered, the One who reinforces and supports His
servants — does not like for His servants to be humiliated and subjugated by others.

We do not worship, or submit to, or lower ourselves except to Allah! That is our Izzah — strength and honor!

Allah does not want to see believers humiliated. He wants us strong and confident. We are servants of Al-Aziz
(Abd-Al-Aziz)! We should live up to the name.

e A person who is a slave to their desire is not Abd-Al-Aziz!

e A person who is a slave to money is not Abd-Al-Aziz!

e A person who lets others humiliate him to earn a living or to for some worldly gain or position is not
Abd-Al-Aziz!

We need to ask ourselves: Am | Abd-Al-Aziz?!

Allah created us with the love of honor and strength in our nature.

We say <l VI 1Y because no one other than Allah can benefit or harm us, and we only submit to Him.

+* Seek Honor from the Source

Gror 8321 b 8a)t Joyl O 2
Fatir 35:10 (beginning) - Whoever desires honor [through power] - then to Allah belongs all honor.

Allah SWT is the only source of Izzah in existence. If we want it, we must submit to Him and only to Him. If we
seek honor and Izzah from any other path, we will surely be humiliated! Seeking honor in sins, hypocrisy, or
unlawful ways will get nothing but humiliation!
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Unbelievers may look honorable on the outside, but they will not be in some aspects of their life because all
honor comes from Allah and from obedience and submission to Him.

Example of the Aziz of Egypt: The Quran affirmed his title. He was in place of power among his people. Was
he truly Aziz? His wife was betraying him openly, and he said nothing even after the truth was known. He was
humiliated in that aspect.

The wife of Aziz of Egypt was a slave to her desires, and Yusuf AS who was her slave was the true Aziz.
Ooalad Y (na8all 555 inne3ally sl 83l s

Al-Munafiqun 63:8 (ending) - And to Allah belongs [all] honor, and to His Messenger, and to the
believers, but the hypocrites do not know.

Our history is full of examples of honor and Izzah. Defeat came when lzzah started disappearing. Why do we
love Umar Ibn Al-Khattab RA? Because he brought honor and lzzah to the Ummah.

What can we do, with wisdom, knowledge, and mercy?

1. Never humiliate or lower yourself to anyone other than Allah SWT. If you fall into it, plan, and work
hard to get out of it — but never surrender to it.

2. Help and support Islam and people in need when it is in your power — do any good you can do.

3. Humble yourself to Allah so He may honor you! This is a quality Allah SWT likes, realizing our own
weakness!

Izzah is a key behavior that we need to instill in ourselves and in our children, with wisdom, knowledge, and
mercy.

Our Ummah needs Al-Aziz these days. We need His strength, His wisdom, His Help, and His victory. This is the
name we need to invoke Allah SWT with, to return honor and strength to the Muslim Ummah.

May Allah help the Ummah regain its I1zzah and honor.
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09. AL-JABBAR (THE COMPELLER) ,laze)! <l !

Other translations of the name: The Omnipotent, The Irresistible, The Compeller.

Linguistically

The name Al-Jabbar comes from the root jim ba ra (b < ), with the following classical meanings:
Meaning 1: Too great, and too high to reach.

e A palm tree is described as jabbarah, when it is so high that its fruits cannot be picked.
e A camelis described as jabbar, when it is too hard to mount or ride.

e A monumental act, grand, and glorious is called jabbar.

e Greatness and glory are part of the meaning of the word.

e The name is also given to people too strong to be defeated, relentless, and merciless.

Meaning 2: Compels others

The second meaning of the word revolves around the ability to compel others to do something by force.
Someone who has the power to force their will on others is described as jabbar.

Meaning 3: Setting things right, reforming by force

The verb “Jabara” in Arabic also means “to set broken things right”. Restoring a broken thing back to a sound
state — bringing back to a normal state, to reform by force.

The example is setting a broken bone to restore it back to its normal state. The bone is forced back into its
original position with a cast used to immobilize it. In this sense, Al-Jabbar is someone who sets things aright
by force.

Al-Jabbar in The Quran

The name Al-Jabbar appears once in the Quran:
O98 i GE il Sl AN SE51 50301 braigadl Gadadt A5 okl Ul 3 ¥ ) ¥ st Zu 3h

Al Hashr 59:23 - He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the Sovereign, the Pure, the
Perfection, the Bestower of Faith, the Overseer, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior.
Exalted is Allah above whatever they associate with Him.

The name appears explicitly in the excessive form. It is a name of exaltation of Allah’s perfection pw!
e~a2i. The name Al-Jabbar applies to Allah’s Divine Self, Divine Attributes, and Divine Acts.
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“* Meaning 1: Cannot be Encompassed

Allah is Al-Jabbar, All-Mighty, All-Majestic, alone because He is above human perception or conception.

The human mind cannot encompass Allah; nor can He be seen by the human eyes or perceived by the human
mind. Al-Jabbar is someone too high to reach; and is impossible for anyone, even prophets and messengers,
to encompass His essence in knowledge. No one knows the reality of Allah SWT except Allah Himself.

This describes Allah’s Divine Self.

% Meaning 2: Compels All

Allah is Al-Jabbar (the Compeller) in the sense that His Divine will is irresistible.
Ogalas ¥ ol 78T 585 0,8 e CIE i3

Yusuf 12:21 (partial)- ... And Allah has full power and control over His affairs; but most among mankind
know it not.

Pharaoh plotted to kill all the male children of the children of Israel because of a dream he had that one of
them will kill him. Instead, Allah SWT made him raise the one who would be the cause of his destruction.

e Prophet Yusuf’s brothers plotted to get rid of him. Allah wanted him to be the Aziz of Eqypt.
e Prophet Ibrahim’s people wanted to burn him. Allah Al-Jabbar had other plans.
e Prophet Muhammad &’s people wanted to kill him. Allah Al-Jabbar had other plans.

Allah wills, and we will, but Allah’s will is the only one that will come to pass.

Note: Free Will

Some people misunderstand the name and think Allah forces us to do what we do.

Allah SWT created us with free will. He allows us to do what we want and does not compel us to be good or
bad. This is out of His wisdom, justice, and mercy.

It does not make sense for Allah, The Just, to force us to do things then punish us for doing them.

“* Meaning 3: Sets Things Right

The name Al-Jabbar (The Irresistible) may sound intimidating, but in fact, it is full of mercy.

Sad and broken people need Al-Jabbar. Orphans need Al-Jabbar. Al-Jabbar is the One who aids the
oppressed. Al-Jabbar is the One we go to when we are broken and He will heal and fix what is wrong.
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Al-Jabbar is the One Who sets things right:

e Bestows His divine care upon the ruined,
e Enriches the poor,

e Consoles the weak,

e Gives the needy,

e Graces the lowly,

e Punishes the tyrants.

Example: Healing the Bones

If you break your arm, it will hurt. You go to the doctor and he re-aligns the bones and put a cast to hold the
bones in place.

The doctor will not heal you. Al-Jabbar will. The doctor’s job is done at this point.

Allah SWT has created in us bone cells that grows our bones then goes dormant at age 21 when we stop
growing. They will remain dormant until we break a bone. Al-Jabbar will order them to wake up and mend
the broken bone until it is healed, then go dormant again. Glory be to Allah the best Creator, Al-Jabbar.

Example: Healing the Hearts

Just like Allah SWT heals broken bones, He SWT also heals broken hearts.
When we feel down, or someone is oppressing us, who can we go to for relief other than Al-Jabbar?

If we turn to Allah SWT with submission and humbleness when we are broken (body and soul), He, Most
Gracious, comforts our heart, sets things right, removes distress, strengthens, enriches, and bestows His honor
and grace upon us.

Allah is not Al- Jabir, He is Al-Jabbar. Al-Jabir may heal you once or twice. Al-Jabbar will heal you every time. It
is the excessive form of the root.

This Divine Name “Al-Jabbar” belongs to Allah’s Attributes of His Divine Acts.

% Related Names

There is another similar name, Al-Muntaqgim (The Avenger). He breaks the backs of tyrants. This name,
however, only applies to the wrongdoers. Al-Jabbar contains that meaning, but also has the aspect of making
things right for the oppressed.
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Al-Jabbar in Our Lives

% Superman?

Humans have a share of some of Allah’s attributes. When referring to Allah SWT they denote perfection.
When applied to humans, they usually denote imperfection.

If we describe a human being as a jabbar (compeller, mighty, ...etc.), such quality denotes arrogance and
imperfection, depending on the context. But why?

Man is not self-existent but derives his existence and survival from his Creator, Allah, All-Mighty. If we
describe any person as being jabbar, the question is: can he guarantee to survive for one single second?!

If someone claims to be a jabbar, he is a mere fool, simply because he assumes to himself qualities that are
beyond his human abilities.

< Broken People

The name Al-Jabbar - The Irresistible, requires the existence of people who are broken. It is not appropriate to
ask Allah that we never get broken in this life.

Being in the state of sadness when we are broken brings us closer to Allah when we go back to Him for help.
This closeness will be hard to achieve any other time. We are closest to Allah when we are in that state.

% Be Humble

We all hear of such stories:

e Arich person who suddenly becomes poor, or a poor person who suddenly becomes rich,

e A weak person who becomes powerful, or a powerful person who becomes weak,

e People who were under the control of other people who inflicted on them lots of humiliation and pain,
but suddenly, the formerly powerful people fall in the hands of the formerly weak ones and under their
control.

A true believer should never be proud or arrogant or unjust if he is made prosperous and powerful by the
Lord, All-Mighty, Most Gracious.

Those who are unfair, unjust, arrogant, or tyrants, who dominate over others and subject them to their evil
desires, must know that their Lord, Allah, is Al-Jabbar. He SWT will set things right.
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Allah SWT Al-Jabbar, is with the weak against the powerful, with the wronged against the tyrants, with the
poor against the arrogant and tyrannical rich, for not all rich people are tyrants.
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An-Naml 27:62 - Or, Who listens to the (soul) distressed when it calls on Him, and Who relieves its
suffering, and makes you (mankind) inheritors of the earth? (Can there be another) god besides Allah?
Little it is that ye heed!

If we go back to Allah and ask Him for help, He will never turn us down. He may delay out of His wisdom, but
He SWT, without a doubt, will answer the call and alleviate the wrong.

The mother of prophet Musa AS was pregnant and delivered Musa while Pharaoh’s men were out killing every
male newborn. Imagine the fear and sadness she had. Allah inspired her to not fear and cast him to the river.
A new born floating in the mighty Nile? Glory be to Allah. He promised her to bring him back to her.
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Al Qasas 28:7 - And We inspired to the mother of Moses, "Suckle him; but when you fear for him, cast
him into the river and do not fear and do not grieve. Indeed, We will return him to you and will make
him [one] of the messengers."
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Al Qasas 28:13 - So We restored him to his mother that she might be content and not grieve and that
she would know that the promise of Allah is true. But most of the people do not know.

Al-Jabbar not only brought Musa AS back to his sad mother, but made Pharaoh pay for her to breastfeed him,
raised him in his house, and was the cause of his demise — exactly what Pharaoh feared.

< Warning: Do No Injustice

Just as Al-Jabbar returns the rights of the oppressed, Al-Jabbar will destroy the tyrants and the oppressors.

We must be very careful not to commit injustice to anyone. Al-Jabbar will always make it up to them, and the
oppressors will not know when and how the punishment will come, but be assured it will!

% A Thought

Another area where Al-Jabbar helps us is when we intend to do good, do our best, but fall short.

If we are sincere, Allah Al-Jabbar will make it up to us by giving us something else in compensation.
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Some cannot fast Ramadan for reason of illness for example. Their sadness that they cannot do it could carry
more reward than if they had fasted. Al-Jabbar will compensate according to His wisdom and mercy.

% Our Duties to the Name Al-Jabbar

1. If we are broken and oppressed, run to Al-Jabbar and plead for His help.
2. If we are oppressing someone, we need to stop immediately, and make up for what we have done.
3. We should look for people who need help and ease their suffering.

If we do all of this, we would have understood Allah’s name Al-Jabbar.
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10. AL-MUTAKABBIR (THE MAJESTIC) Siol! il !

Other translations of the name: The Sublime, The Supreme, The Majestic.

Linguistically

The name comes from the root kaf ba ra (») <« ). It has the following classical Arabic connotations:

e To be great in rank or dignity, noble, majestic,
e To be great in size, to be vast, formidable,

e To be great in age, oldest,

e To be great in learning, most knowing,

e To have rights above all others.

Mutakabbir is an empathic form of the root, which denotes actively using rights, privileges and attributes that
are beyond the rights of everyone else.

Al-Mutakabbir in The Quran

The name Al-Mutakabbir is mentioned explicitly in the Quran. It appears once in surat Al-Hashr:
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Al-Hashr 59:23 - He is Allah, other than whom there is no deity, the Sovereign, the Pure, the
Perfection, the Bestower of Faith, the Overseer, the Exalted in Might, the Compeller, the Superior.
Exalted is Allah above whatever they associate with Him.

+* Meaning 1: High Above All

A Mutakabbir is someone who sees all others lower compared to him; and he sees neither might nor glory but
in himself. For example, he looks upon others just like kings do towards their slaves.

If Allah, All-Mighty, says about Himself that He is Al-Mutakabbir, this means that He, Glory to Him, knows
Himself perfectly.

In mankind, this would be considered arrogance, because man is weak and depends on his Lord for existence.
Allah Al-Mutakabbir is:

e The One who is supremely great. The One who is greater than all of creation.
e The One who manifests greatness in all things, and in all ways, without any faults or deficiencies.
e The One who has rights, privileges, and attributes which others do not have.
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% Meaning 2: Divine Perfection

The word Mutakabbir appears 13+ times in the Quran. All but one time, were used to describe human
behavior. The words used are: J«S.u-u J&li

e When used as a Divine attribute, it denotes perfection in the Divine Self, and is in the positive sense.
e When used to describe human behavior, it is always negative and denotes pride and arrogance.
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Al-Munafiqun 63:5 - And when it is said to them, "Come, the Messenger of Allah will ask forgiveness
for you," they turn their heads aside and you see them evading while they are arrogant.
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An-Nahl 16:29 - So enter the gates of Hell to abide eternally therein, and how wretched is the
residence of the arrogant.

At-Takabbur (being sublime and supreme) reflects Divine perfection, but human imperfection.

This is because Allah, All-Mighty, is the Creator of everything. In His Hand is the dominion of all things. If He
desires a thing, His command is: “Be!”; and it is. To Him all matters are returned for judgment and decision.

His Divine glory and might are Infinite. His Divine perfection is Infinite. His Divine knowledge is infinite. His
Divine power is infinite.

If Allah SWT says He is Al-Mutakabbir, He is, because it is true. This name describes the Divine Self and
belongs to Him only.

¢ Meaning 3: The Sublime, The Awe-Inspiring

Some scholars said the word “Al-Mutakabbir” is derived from Al-Kibria’ sl:U\SJ! (Sublimity, Pride).
p.&:my}aﬂ}bg& _'90_'9\.3.&3“3;\4"15” a3

Al-Jathiyah 45:37 - And to Him belongs [all] grandeur within the heavens and the earth, and He is the
Exalted in Might, the Wise.

Al-Mutakabbir (the Sublime) is Allah SWT, the King, Whose sovereignty never perishes. The Great, in Whose
kingdom nothing happens except by His Leave, the One, the Omnipotent. Pride Belongs to Allah only

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah that the Messenger of Allah (#) said:
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Allah (mighty and sublime be He) said: Pride is my cloak and greatness My robe, and he who competes
with Me in respect of either of them I shall cast into Hell-fire. [Abu Dawood]

This Hadith also appears in Muslim in another version.

< Meaning 4: Great in All Aspects

Another meaning is derived from the word Al-Kabeer ;ySJ| (The Great).
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Ghafir 40:12 - [They will be told], "That is because, when Allah was called upon alone, you disbelieved;
but if others were associated with Him, you believed. So the judgement is with Allah, the Most High,
the Grand."

Allah, Glorified and Exalted, is also Mutakabbir in the sense that His Divine sublimity is infinite, He is Great,
Whose Divine greatness is infinite.

He is too great to have any similarities to any of His creation.

% Meaning 5: Too Great to be Unjust or Unfair to His Slaves.
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Yunus 10:44 - Indeed, Allah does not wrong the people at all, but it is the people who are wronging
themselves.

Allah is Just, Most Generous, and Most Merciful.
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An-Nisa 4:40 - Indeed, Allah does not do injustice, [even] as much as an atom's weight; while if there is
a good deed, He multiplies it and gives from Himself a great reward.

% Meaning 6: His Sovereignty, Dominion and Greatness do not Perish.
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Ar-Rahman 55:26/27 - Everyone upon the earth will perish, * And there will remain the Face of your
Lord, Owner of Majesty and Honor.

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 69




Everything in existence will perish except Himself and His Greatness, SWT.

+* Related Names

e Al-Jalil is greatness in Attributes.
e Al-Kabir denotes the One Whose essence is greatness.
e Al-Azim is greatness in both Attributes and Self.

Al-Mutakabbir in Our Lives

+ Beware of Arrogance

Arrogance is a fatal trait in a believer. No one should claim things they do not have.
Abdullah bin Mas'ud (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Prophet (#) said,
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"He who has, in his heart, an ant's weight of arrogance will not enter Jannah." Someone said: "A man

likes to wear beautiful clothes and shoes?" Messenger of Allah (£8) said, "Allah is Beautiful, He loves
beauty. Arrogance means ridiculing and rejecting the Truth and despising people." [Muslim].

Arrogance conflicts with being a slave to Allah SWT. We have nothing to be arrogant about. We are
insignificant among God’s creation. We are weak and helpless without Allah’s help.

Modesty and humbleness are traits that Allah loves in us.

«* Beware of Pride

Pride was what got Iblis eternal damnation and cast him from Allah’s mercy.
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Sad 38:75/76 - [Allah] said, "O Iblis, what prevented you from prostrating to that which | created with
My hands? Were you arrogant [then], or were you [already] among the haughty?" * He said, "l am
better than him. You created me from fire and created him from clay."

Iblis was arrogant, full of pride, and it cost him Allah’s mercy. When given the chance like Adam to repent, his
arrogance stood in the way.
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His argument was even flawed, that fire is better than clay. Clay and water are the source of life, stability, and
goodness. While fire’s nature is to destroy. Clay is more superior in benefit.

Thinking we are better than someone else is a fatal trait. We ask Allah SWT to keep us humble and to realize
our place in His creation.

We see less qualified people getting promoted, and we feel that we deserve it more than they do because “we
are better”.

We need to stop this way of thinking. Allah provides for everyone in whatever measures He wants.

If we want to be in a better situation, hard work and cooperation is the way to go, while asking for Allah’s help
and blessings.

+* Know your place

Al-Mutakabbir, the Sublime, the Supreme, is one of Allah’s Beautiful Divine Names and Attributes, which
reflect His Divine perfection.

Allah’s Greatness comes from His self-existence and self-reliance — from Himself SWT.

We, on the other hand, are weak and need Allah’s help for our existence. We have no reason to be proud or
arrogant.

No human being should ever assume such divine qualities, for that would reflect not only great insolence and
arrogance, but also serious ignorance and imperfection.

We must be careful! Allah has mercy on those who know their human limitations and abide by them!
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11. AL-KHALIQ (THE CREATOR) 12. AL-BARI’ (THE MAKER) 13. AL-MUSAWWIR (THE FASHIONER) <l !
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Other translations:

e Al-Khalig: The Creator, The Planner, The One Who brings non-existence into existence.
e Al-Bari’: The Maker, The Producer, The Evolver, The Maker from Nothing.
e Al-Musawwir: The Fashioner, The Bestower of Forms, The Shaper.

Linguistically

Al-Khalig comes from the root kha lam qaf (& J ¢), with the following meanings:

e to measure accurately,

e to bring something into existence from non-existence,
e to create without a prior template,

e tocreate in suitable proportions.

Al-Bari’ comes from the root ba ra hamza (I, ©), with the following meanings:

e to bring into existence, to manifest, to evolve,
e to beindividual, free of other things,
e to be free of fault or blemish.

Al-Musawwir comes from the root sad waw ra (, 9 ue), with the following meanings:

e toform, fashion, sculpt, imagine, or picture something,
e to have aninclination or desire towards something.

Humans who invent things, use pre-existing materials, or base on similar templates, to form something new.
No one can create from nothing except Allah, The Creator.

Al-Khaliq in The Quran

% Meaning 1: Perfect Estimation - zs>xs)l ypuadil
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As-Sajdah 32:7 - Who perfected everything which He created and began the creation of man from clay.

Allah SWT has perfected everything He created. The human kidney is the size of an egg and performs its
job quietly and perfectly. A dialysis machine is large, and requires hours to take out most, but not all, of
the harmful elements.
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Lugman 31:11 - This is the creation of Allah. So show Me what those other than Him have created.
Rather, the wrongdoers are in clear error.

Everything was created with perfect estimation of how it will operate.

*» Meaning 2: Creating from Nothing - puda)l o sV,

Everything in existence, except Allah, is created. He is the creator of everything in existence.
His creation is without a prior example or similarity, original and unique, and shows infinite ability.

The only act of creation attributed to a human, is the miracle Allah SWT gave to prophet ‘Isa.

z wz =
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Ali-lmran 3:49 (partial) - 'Indeed | have come to you with a sign from your Lord in that | design for you
from clay [that which is] like the form of a bird, then | breathe into it and it becomes a bird by
permission of Allah.

Several comments about this verse:

e Allah creates without a template. Prophet ‘Isa is building from an existing example,
e Prophet ‘Isa did not create a bird, but created something that resembled a bird,
e Allah creates birds from flesh, blood, and a soul —and not from clay.

There is no discrepancy in the Quran when we say Allah is the only Creator.

% Meaning 3: Perfect Execution

Allah SWT planned and executed creation perfectly. The process of creation goes through four stages. This is
common to all creation.

Stage 1: Perfect Knowledge.

Allah’s Knowledge superseded creation. His knowledge encompassed correct estimation of everything and
arranging all conditions before bringing things into existence.

Stage 2: Documenting Everything

All knowledge about creation was documented in the preserved tablet, that Allah keeps over His Throne. All
details, large and small, are documented.
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Stage 3: Destiny and Will

This stage has the meaning of will. o< | L&g © Loy O 4l 2l L What Allah wills, happens. What Allah does
not will, does not happen.

Stage 4: Creation

The last stage is the creation of all things with the destined design and shape, based on the eternal knowledge.
This is the implementation of the design phase.

< Meaning 4: Allah is The Creator of Everything: s JS 3JI> vl

Allah SWT created all things from nothing, and with no prior example.
0655 (5% 8 ofe 3h3wsish 8 BIS 4i
Az-Zumar 39:62 - Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is, over all things, Disposer of affairs.
The Quran and the Sunnah are a great source for information about the beginning of creation.
The prophet & said: (part of the Hadith)
" 0o CIgadl 355 esced 8 SN § 385 eslall S a2 85 bR 1sh S5 4l A1 6
"First of all, there was nothing but Allah, and (then He created His Throne). His throne was over the

water, and He wrote everything in the Book (in the Heaven) and created the Heavens and the Earth."
[Bukhari]

In the beginning, there was only Allah! Nothing and No One else! Al-Awwal is one of Allah’s names — The First!
Then, He created Water that will be the main ingredient for all living things.

Then He SWT created His Throne.

Allah SWT then created the pen and ordered it to write all that will be.

Allah SWT prepared the universe for the arrival of Man, before his creation.

Allah created the Heavens and Earth in six days.

The Angels were created next from light, in great numbers.

Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah reported the Prophet (£8) as saying:

plE Blaziio s 4Bl J) 8 dased o5 b &) gosal Aas Go il 85Me o ells 2 st 8 J 63
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“I have been permitted to tell about one of Allah’s angels who bears the throne that the distance
between the lobe of his ear and his shoulder is a journey of seven hundred years.” [Sunan Abu Dawud]

Then Allah created The Jinn from pure smokeless flame.

Then Allah created the rest of creation: insects, birds, animals — all creation needed for humans to live on
Earth.

Then Allah created Adam from clay. The human race started once Adam and Eve were cast to Earth.

Note: Progression in Creation

Allah created heavens and earth in six days to teach us patience. He certainly could have ordered them to
come into existence with the command “Be”.

Allah SWT instituted the law of progression in His creation. Nothing appears or disappears suddenly.

Al-Bari’ Al-Musawwir in The Quran

These two names are mentioned with the name Al-Khalig (The Creator). All three names are related to the act
of creation.

i) 3l A3l fsyd! SIS it 3h

Al-Hashr 59:24 (beginning) - He is Allah, the Creator, the Inventor, the Fashioner; to Him belong the
best names.

It is important to note the difference in meaning when the name appears by itself, or together with other
names. The name Al-Khalig, when appearing by itself, implies creating from nothing, with no prior example or
template. When the name Al-Khalig appears with the name Al-Bari’, it describes planning and estimation.

When the three names appear together, they divide the act of creation among them:

e Al-Khalig — Creates in accurate proportions and estimation,
e Al-Bari’ — Implements the act of creation from nothing, precisely and accurately, without fault,
e Al-Musawwir — Forms and shapes creation as He pleases.

Every created thing has a designated form and appearance suitable for its existence and role in life.
PuSE 03301 3h ) &) Y25 a8 plsiVI § (5340 sl 3h

Ali-lmran 3:6 - It is He who forms you in the wombs however He wills. There is no deity except Him, the
Exalted in Might, the Wise.
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Allah created everything in due proportion, equipped every creature with all it needs to function, and gave
each the final form suitable for its role in life.

The ant has its proper form, and so does an elephant, a whale, or Man. They all have a skin, respiratory
functions, limbs, eyes, and every faculty needed to operate.

Al-Khaliq Al-Bari’ Al-Musawwir in Our Lives

¢ Beauty that Never Gets Old

An amazing thing about Allah’s creation is it is constantly fresh and beautiful. Do we ever get tired of seeing
trees or flowers or other creation? Beauty in the colors all testifying to the glory of The Creator.

Allah SWT repeats creation every year — spring for example. That is another sign of His power and ability. The
One Who brings life every year can surely bring it back on the day of judgement.

% Attesting Allah is The Creator

Most people will acknowledge that there is a creator. This is one part of knowledge.
Oyals Y 78T e dly dasdl g5 Hiskd (915 wilald 3 4 ol (43

Lugman 31:25 - And if you asked them, "Who created the heavens and earth?" they would surely say, '
Allah." Say, "[All] praise is [due] to Allah "; but most of them do not know.

There are other parts to this knowledge besides acknowledging the existence of a creator:

e Love and reverence for Allah,

e Ashamed to disobey Him,

e Obedience and complete submission,

e Performing the role, we were created for.

Allah has created us from nothing, gave us our form and equipped us to perform the role He created us for —
to worship Him and take care of this Earth.

Al-Khalig should come first in our lives, since the biggest bounty from Allah on us is bringing us into existence.
We should live and understand this name because it supersedes all others.
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+* Sole Obedience to The Creator

The Creator is the only One Who should be obeyed, because He is The Expert.

If you buy an expensive machine, you always refer to the manual written by the experts, for safe operation.
Failing to do so, can have disastrous results.
Man, is a very complex being. This complexity shows us the magnificence and ability of the Creator.

el o dint 256535501 Bl 4

Al-A’raf 7:54 (ending) - Unquestionably, His is the creation and the command; blessed is Allah, Lord of

the worlds.

This is a very simple and intuitive statement: The One Who creates, has the right to command and order His
creation. He created us, so we should obey His orders!

O3 (81a @83 (e iy REALS (o1 4855 1901 el T G

Al-Baqgara 2:21 - O mankind, worship your Lord, who created you and those before you, that you may
become righteous -

Allah created us and knows what is best of us. He gave us specific instructions to operate safely in this world.

Self-preservation is in our nature. Obedience and worship of The Creator is the critical instruction we need, to
be safe. Heis The Expert!

¢ A Rule to Live By

One of our duties to our Creator is to implement this rule in our lives:
G duane § G9lel dslb Y — No Obedience to creation, in the disobedience of the Creator!
This is Tawhid — affirming the oneness of Allah SWT in our belief and actions.

We face circumstances where we can improve or lower our position depending on how we act. If we choose
to raise our worldly status with the disobedience of Allah, we are sure to lose!

Obeying Allah, even at the expense of worldly loss, will put us under Divine care, and will raise our status. We
do not know how this happens, but it does.

Power and honor only come from Allah. He bestows it on His servants. This is Tawhid.

A believer has only one fear in this life: The fear of Allah, the fear of angering Him, the fear of not doing
enough to please Him SWT.
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«* Bounties of The Creator

Abu Hurairah reported: | heard Messenger of Allah (£8) saying,
" gt &S Gasy O] iyl B8 suis 948 (LS (3 S (@l dll 3 W,

"When Allah created the creatures, He wrote in the Book, which is with Him over His Throne: 'Verily,
My Mercy prevailed over My Wrath" [Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

Allah’s Mercy is the basis for treatment of His creation. What a great and wonderful assurance!

¢ Pondering the Creation of Man

Humans are a living testimony of The Creator’s existence and magnificence. Allah created Man from a suitable
medium for our role on Earth — growth and stability.

Adam was created from a handful of sand gathered from Earth. The different qualities of sand collected are
reflected in Adam’s progeny: White, black, red, brown, good, bad, gentle, tough, and the like.

The sand was then mixed with water — two pure components —to make wet clay @)Y ¢ae. Our nature is pure!

We were not created from iron or rubber, for example, so we can be more resilient. We are weak in nature
but of high status with Allah. This allows us to love and need Allah for our existence.

The wet clay was left to dry, then Allah shaped Adam with His own hands into the best shape for a human.
Allah did not refer to any other creation that He SWT created them with His own hands! What an honor!
The clay when formed and dried, had a cavity like pottery jlxa Jualle. How weak and fragile we are!
Adam was left as a lifeless figure for a while, then Allah breathed the soul into him to bring Adam to life.
The soul is another pure ingredient that is part of our creation — a heavenly ingredient this time.

pozrlio 4 19280 (29) oo dud Edelly A5 133

Sad 38:72 - So when | have proportioned him and breathed into him of My [created] soul, then fall
down to him in prostration."

There are 3 honors mentioned in the verse:

1. Allah shaped Adam Himself,
2. Breathed into him of His [created] soul, then
3. Ordered the Angels to bow down as a sign of honor from Allah.

We should not dirty this pure nature that Al-Khalig has installed in us with sins and disobedience!
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Allah Al-Khalig favored Man among all His creation, even though we are insignificant compared to the rest of
creation. What an honor! How can we not love Allah then?!

In the creation of humans, Al-Khalig shows us His infinite power by creating a human from nothing, creating
from a male only, from a female only, and from both a male and a female.

We should ponder Allah’s creation. This is a great type of worship that will lead us to know Allah better.
Knowing our creator will lead to loving Him! Loving Him will lead to His obedience and His worship, which will
lead to performing the job we were created for, which will lead to eternal success and His pleasure.

This is the way to move from Islam to Iman to lhsan.
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13. AL-GHAFFAR, 34. AL-GHAFOOR (THE ALL-FORGIVING) ,ga4J! olaad !

Other translations: The All-Forgiving, The Hider of Faults.

Linguistically

Both names come from the same root ghayn fa ra (L < g), with the following classical meanings:

e to cover, veil, conceal, hide, protect,
e to pardon, to forgive, to correct.

Al-Ghaffar & Al-Ghafoor in The Quran

One of the most common supplications we do is to ask for forgiveness from Allah SWT.
What is it we are asking for when we say “dll yaaiwl “? What is 8 y2ie?

Why are there 3 forms of this name in the Quran — Ghafir, Ghaffar, and Ghafoor?

The three forms come from the same root “Gha-fa-ra” y2¢: to hide, cover, and protect.
When we ask for forgiveness 8 y24s, we are asking Allah to:

e Hide our shortcomings,
e Cover and not expose us and humiliate us, in this life and on the day of judgement,
e Protect us from Hellfire.

% Multiple Forms of the Name in the Quran

.

All three names are derived from the same root “Gha-fa-ra” ya&:
Ghafir — The Forgiver

waad! adlugh J) 4] Yodshil @3 Olhall wad 0381 B Lol B

Ghafir 40:3 - The forgiver of sin, acceptor of repentance, severe in punishment, owner of abundance.

There is no deity except Him; to Him is the destination.
Ghaffar — Oft Forgiving

(53l &5 LD ek (aT5 OB pal AR s

Taha 20:82 - But indeed, | am the Perpetual Forgiver of whoever repents and believes and does

righteousness and then continues in guidance.
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Ghafoor — All-Forgiving
W) 5908 O dul Glualyl yadiiy

An-Nisa 4:106 - And seek forgiveness of Allah. Indeed, Allah is ever Forgiving and Merciful.

Ghafir appears 2 times, Ghaffar appears 5 times, and Ghafoor appears 91 times in the Quran. The scholars
commented on the multiple forms:

e Ghafiris for the forgiveness of the single sin.
e Ghaffar is for the forgiveness of the big evil sins, the horrible ones!
e Ghafoor is for the forgiveness of all sins, the first, the second, the tenth, ... It is the excessive form.

The variation of the name is to comfort us: what type of a sinner are we? Allah forgives all kinds, in quantity,
quality, and frequency! If we repent, we are covered by one of the three names!

There are 3 types of sinners described in the Quran: eMaJl 3 Brneg polldg @Il

Allah chose three matching forms of his beautiful name — Ghafir, Ghafoor, and Ghaffar - to assure us He
forgives and covers all sins and mistakes, big and small, few or frequent. Allah’s forgiveness is infinite, while
our sins are finite.

¢ The Unforgivable Sin

There is only one sin that Allah declared is unforgivable (if no repentance before death).
Werda W3] 57001 B oy 289 450244 () 'S D9 e 34435 4 733 of 5443 Y lul O

An-Nisa 4:48 - Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He forgives what is less than
that for whom He wills. And he who associates others with Allah has certainly fabricated a tremendous
sin.

Associating partners or equals to Allah SWT is an unforgivable sin, if repentance does not happen.

s The Example of the Prophets

Asking for forgiveness was practiced and encouraged by the prophets.
Prophet Ibrahim AS:  cpdl 333 (udas J 5845 ol el (5015
Ash-Shu’ara 26:82 - And who | aspire that He will forgive me my sin on the Day of Recompense."

Prophet Nuh AS: 15&& 5§ & | &35 19 paaiil CJE3
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Nuh 71:10 - And said, 'Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Indeed, He is ever a Perpetual Forgiver.
Prophet Muhammad £&:

Narrated Abdullah ibn Umar: We counted that the Messenger of Allah () would say a hundred times
during a meeting:

e I3 T by e S5 5881 G
"My Lord forgive me and pardon me; Thou art the Pardoning and forgiving One". [Sunan Abi Dawud]

If the prophets asked for forgiveness so many times, how many times should we ask?!

** Who Does Allah Pardon and Forgive?

s 5 401 5654083 05 odit A8 ) 30 915 Bl Gl iy

Al-Fath 48:14 - And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth. He forgives whom He
wills and punishes whom He wills. And ever is Allah Forgiving and Merciful.

It is up to Allah SWT to forgive whom He wills. No one can force Allah to forgive. The decision is His. He
created us, and He can do whatever He wants with us. All we can do is ask for forgiveness.

Forgiveness is up to Allah. Therefore, we need to return to Allah often and plead with Him as much as we can
to secure His forgiveness. With every request for forgiveness, we need to repent for a sin, and thank Allah for
not exposing it, and plead with Him to cover it on the day of judgement.

Note that Allah ordered us to ask for His forgiveness, so He can forgive us. It does not make sense that He
asks us to do that, and then He does not forgive us. We need to be sincere and fulfill the conditions of
repentance.

+* What Type of Sins would Allah Forgive?
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Az-Zumar 39:53 - Say, "O My servants who have transgressed against themselves [by sinning], do not
despair of the mercy of Allah. Indeed, Allah forgives all sins. Indeed, it is He who is the Forgiving, the
Merciful."

We should not stop at this verse. The next two verses are related and clarify the promise.

Sidadl (8l ¢ |d,awps:3w‘°s.u|dy|u;;pnwb ug},’a.u")’ |155|5§g;?;¢74;30.9a5|}34.;|3@—; i3
u_g_jif.iu)"oul_gw
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Az-Zumar 39:54/55 - And return [in repentance] to your Lord and submit to Him before the punishment
comes upon you; then you will not be helped. * And follow the best of what was revealed to you from
your Lord before the punishment comes upon you suddenly while you do not perceive,

The promise of forgiveness in the first verse is not without conditions! Repentance, stopping the sin, and
following guidance from Allah are the keys to forgiveness. This is the basis of Tawba - repentance!

Allah’s forgiveness is infinite, while our sins are finite. It is a great sin to despair of Allah’s infinite mercy. A
person who despairs, is an ignorant and ungrateful disbeliever.

A Rule: We either go to Allah willingly in repentance, or He forces us to come to Him.

Sinners who delay repentance are usually afflicted with hardships and disasters to force them back to Allah in
repentance.

Allah sends gentle reminders at first to come back to Him, then the signals get stronger and stronger until we
start paying attention.

+* Ponder this Verse:

el dlgh ) 4l Yo J3hl 63 olall wad 03l LBy Lol Bk

Ghafir 40:3 - The forgiver of sin, acceptor of repentance, severe in punishment, owner of abundance.
There is no deity except Him; to Him is the destination.

Some people may take this verse with fear, but some will take it with comfort and happiness. The comforting
part is Yes, Allah is severe in punishment — as a sign of His Ability over us, but Allah tells us He forgives the sins.
If we return to Him in repentance, He SWT will not punish us!

s Name Pairing

3‘333‘ J-ud‘ — All-Mighty, Oft-Forgiving: Forgiveness from a position of strength.

Forgiving when you cannot punish is meaningless. Forgiving is only meaningful when someone is able to
punish but chooses not to.

The name Al-Ghaffar was paired with the name Al-Aziz (The Mighty), telling us He SWT forgives from a
position of strength and ability. This is more assuring and meaningful.

The prophet pardoned Quraysh only after he gained full control of Makkah. His forgiveness was meaningful!
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FEN) 43-59 — Forgiving, Merciful: This pairing is the most prevalent in the Quran, emphasizing mercy and
forgiveness of Allah.

ala JJ-“" — Forgiving, forbearing: Allah SWT does not punish immediately, but gives time to repent.

598 5 si — Forgiving, Appreciative: Allah SWT is appreciative when we return to Him, and ask for His
forgiveness.

35330 3335"3‘ - Forgiving, Affectionate: Allah SWT loves us, and wants what is good for us. He offers to forgive
if we come back to Him, out of His Love.

‘333}— ‘3-59 — Pardoning, Forgiving: Allah SWT pardons and forgives. Pardoning is much more comprehensive
than forgiving, where sins are completely wiped out.

Al-Ghaffar & Al-Ghafoor in Our Lives

** Man is Weak

Man is created weak full of desires and wants. It is built into our nature. Because we are weak, we need
protection from all that harms us: physically and mentally!

Allah SWT tells us He is Al-Ghafoor, the Only One Who can forgive our sins, cover and protect from scandals
and disgrace, in this world and the next, and protect us from hellfire. The ending of Surat Al-Bagarah shows
three things we cannot do without:

Gasjlg G 3aé15 Ge Casly
Al-Bagara 2:286 (partial) And pardon us; and forgive us; and have mercy upon us.
We are weak and need pardon, forgiveness, and mercy from our Lord. How many times has Allah covered and

concealed something bad we have done in this life? Allah SWT does that a lot in this life to teach us by
example that He will also conceal it on the day of judgement for the ones who turn to Him in repentance!

If Allah did not conceal wrongs in this life, we may have doubts that He will conceal them in the hereafter. We
all run away from our sins and mistakes and we try to forget, but if we think back, we will find that Allah has
concealed many of our mistakes out of His grace, mercy, and forgiveness.

If Allah has concealed many mistakes in this life, we can be comforted that He will do the same in the
hereafter, if we return to Him in repentance.
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«* More Reward

Allah’s forgiveness is enough, but He SWT adds more reward on top of forgiveness out of His generosity,
because He is Ash-Shakoor (Most Appreciative) — rewards many folds for any good deed.

If we return to Allah SWT in repentance and ask for forgiveness we get:

Our sins will be concealed from others in this world and the next,

We will be protected from Hell,

An increase in wealth, children, and provisions,

4. Allah will send the rain, and provide gardens and rivers (prosperity and bounties).

U8 &3 Jacks ol (80 Jads s JIsh (S3uals* 5 G Ball ussd * IR O ) 6855 193adii CkD

Nuh 71:10/12 - And said, 'Ask forgiveness of your Lord. Indeed, He is ever a Perpetual Forgiver. * He
will send [rain from] the sky upon you in [continuing] showers * And give you increase in wealth and

wnN e

children and provide for you gardens and provide for you rivers.

** How does Allah protect us with His Forgiveness?

Hiding Sins: We all have shortcomings that we do not want others to know. This makes us more attached to
Allah’s name Al-Ghafoor, to seek His protection from humiliation and shame.

Allah loves to cover and protect His servants from humiliation and shame.

e Imagine if sins had a smell, no one would be able to be around another!
e Imagine if when we sin, something gets written on our forehead detailing the infraction!

How many years did we sin, and Allah kept it hidden? He is certainly able to make it known, but Allah loves
what is good for His servants.

Hiding Good Things: Protection by hiding things is not limited to sins. Allah also hides good things.

e He hid The Night of Qadr, so we can spend more time getting good deeds the last 10 days.

e He hid the hour when supplications are answered on Friday, so we can call Him all day.

e He hid thoughts from being known, to preserve human dignity and relations.

e He limited our hearing and our sight to protect us. Imagine seeing all the micro-organisms in water!
e He hid the moment of death, so we prepare for it our entire life.

Al-Ghafoor Who hides and covers things, does it for our benefit, protection, and wellbeing.
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The Ultimate Protection: Audl This happens on the day of judgement when the book of deeds is on display.

All the good and bad we have done in this life is open for review. On that day, we need Al-Ghafoor the most.

The humiliation and disgrace will be unimaginable. Do we want the prophet to see our mistakes? Our
parents? Our family? The disgrace is unimaginable! How about answering for them in front of Allah?

We should make it a habit to review our actions and ask for forgiveness all the time, so Allah SWT will hide our
shortcomings in this life and on the day of judgement.

% A Warning!

Allah SWT will forgive and hide sins, except for the ones who boast and do sins in the open.
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Abu Hurairah reported: Messenger of Allah (#) said, "Every one of my followers will be forgiven
except those who expose (openly) their wrongdoings. An example of this is that of a man who commits
a sin at night which Allah has covered for him, and in the morning, he would say (to people): "I
committed such and such sin last night,’ while Allah had kept it a secret. During the night Allah has
covered it up but in the morning, he tears up the cover provided by Allah Himself." [Al-Bukhari and
Muslim].

Allah loves good to be revealed and evil to be hidden. This is one reason that the punishment for adultery
comes with the condition of 4 witnesses. This is a sin normally done in hiding. If 4 people can witness, then
they are publicizing their sin and deserve the punishment prescribed. As if the punishment is for openly
committing adultery. This affects the society and cannot be tolerated.

+* Duties to the Name Al-Ghafoor

1. We allsin. Thatis a fact. To make up for our shortcomings, we need to increase our good deeds to build
up our good account with Allah. We should do big things, like building a masjid, a school, or anything that
benefits people, or help others get closer to Allah.

2. Get in the habit of asking for forgiveness yaiwdl. We need to do that a lot, and especially in the last third
of the night.

3. Cover, hide, and forgive other people’s faults and shortcomings, if we want Allah to do the same for us.
We should protect people’s reputations and not go searching for their faults, lest ours be exposed.
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15. AL-QAHHAR (THE IRRESISTIBLE SUBDUER) ,lgaJ! <l !

Other translations: The All-Prevailing, The Dominant, The One who has the Perfect Power.

Linguistically

The name Al-Qahhar comes from the root gaf ha ra (L » &), with meanings of subduing, oppressing, or
overcoming, by force.

The owner of a company is an example of someone who is powerful, and his will and decisions are the only
ones to be implemented.

Al-Qahhar in The Quran

The name Al-Qahhar appears explicitly in the Quran 6 times, paired with the name Al-Wahid (The One).

Two forms of the root appear in the Quran: Al-Qahir, and Al-Qahhar. Al-Qahir is the one who performs the act
of Qahr (to subdue), appears 2 times. Al-Qahhar is the excessive form of the root.

When the term is used for people, it contains negative connotations of tyranny and oppression.
5655 Y6 gzl o6
Ad-Duha 93:9 - So as for the orphan, do not oppress [him].
When the term is used about Allah SWT, it denotes divine perfection.
5! S50 3hcostie (335 5alE 3h3

Al-An’am 6:18 - And He is the subjugator over His servants. And He is the Wise, the Acquainted [with
all].

«» Al-Qahir and Al-Qahhar

Both forms of the root appear in the Quran: Qahir and the emphatic form Qahhar, emphasizing excess in
quality and quantity.

Allah is “Al-Qahir” - He prevents anyone else from doing anything against His Divine Will and Desire, i.e. His
Divine Will is irresistible.

Allah is “Al-Qahhar” - He subjugates, by His Irresistible Divine power and will, non-existence to bring all
creation into existence. Creation maintain their existence only by His Divine sustenance and protection. At
any moment, Allah can cause any existing thing to perish and to become non-existing.
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% Meaning 1: Subjugates All to His Will and Power

All creation is subjugated to Al-Qahhar’s will and power, without exception.
His Power is absolute and perfect, and only what He wills come to pass.
B I3l il B e ish e 1 & B3 9030 b P53

Ghafir 40:16 - The Day they come forth nothing concerning them will be concealed from Allah. To
whom belongs [all] sovereignty this Day? To Allah, the One, the Prevailing.

Many verses convey this theme that Allah is in control, and nothing happens without His will and permission.
All creation is subjugated to His will!

3l 4S50 5h3oe 355 301 545

Al-An’am 6:18 - And He is the subjugator over His servants. And He is the Wise, the Acquainted [with
all].

Al-Qahhar’s subjugation is not unjust or tyrannical, but it is full of wisdom and knowledge, unlike human
subjugation. Allah’s perfect subjugation is linked to His perfect attributes, which makes it just and beautiful.

All Creation have 2 options in regards to Allah’s name Al-Qahhar:

1. Be subjugated to Him, obedient and surrender fully of your own choice, or,
2. Allah subjugates you, by force, to do what He wants you to do.

The Heavens and Earth chose to submit willingly.

ErelB 51 W6 38 51 235 bl 35005 @ OB U5 3 st ) s &

Fussilat 41:11 - Then He directed Himself to the heaven while it was smoke and said to it and to the
earth, "Come [into being], willingly or by compulsion." They said, "We have come willingly."

Imagine if the sun or the skies decided to do whatever they want. We would all be doomed! Al-Qahhar has
subjugated them and they do what they are ordered.

In fact, all creation other than jinn and man, submit willingly to Al-Qahhar. Angels, animals, planets, etc. all do
exactly what Allah created them for, with no deviation.

Man, was created free to choose the path he wants to follow. We must choose wisely!
We have the choice of going to Allah running (willingly), or He brings us to Him running (by force)!

Our faith is Islam — total submission to Allah! We fully surrender to His commands and will.
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s Example of Prophet Ibrahim

nelladl Co3d Ealid PBLplid &5 4 96 3

Al-Bagara 2:131 - When his Lord said to him, "Submit", he said "I have submitted [in Islam] to the Lord
of the worlds."

Why is Allah telling prophet Ibrahim: edw! Submit? Prophet Ibrahim was already a Muslim!
o) 4B WLid GI
As-Saffat 37:103 - And when they had both submitted and he put him down upon his forehead,
Same thing here, both Ibrahim and Ismail were already Muslims.
Islam is total submission to Allah’s will. This was the greatest test that a human can go through.

Prophet Ibrahim saw in a dream (was not a direct revelation) that he was slaughtering (with his own hands) his
only son Ismail. Ismail also submitted since he knew a prophet’s dream is true! They both surrendered
willingly to Allah, and Allah SWT rewarded them both! The knife would not cut!

This is the ultimate surrender in this life. We offer a sacrifice every year, as a sign of surrender to Allah. Allah
is merciful, and we love Him. We must realize the reverence and majesty of Allah, so we submit to His will and
fight our desires.

s Examples of How Al-Qahhar Subjugates His Creation

Al-Qahhar subjugated the Heavens and Earth:
a3 G351 D6 B3S' 51 35 Wbl 1255005 &) UES SIS o slad J) esii &

Fussilat 41:11 - Then He directed Himself to the heaven while it was smoke and said to it and to the
earth, "Come [into being], willingly or by compulsion.” They said, "We have come willingly."

Al-Qahhar subjugated the Sun, the Moon, Night, and Day so they do not overcome each other:
Oy b § U85, 3l (il g 58801 )35 o \§ 3 (il 9

Ya-Sin 36:40 It is not allowable for the sun to reach the moon, nor does the night overtake the day, but
each, in an orbit, is swimming.

Al-Qahhar subjugated the sinners and sent on them diseases and torment.

Al-Qahhar subjugated our eyes that they cannot see Him in this world.
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Al-Qahhar subjugated tyrant nations throughout history and the examples are many. Allah left them till they
got at their strongest, then Allah destroyed them, so they can be an example for others.

Al-Qahhar is the One Who subjugates his creations’ will to His will.
We will, and Allah wills, but only Allah’s will, happens.
aned &l &3l 2lE of ) erlaS W

At-Takweer 81:29 - And you do not will except that Allah wills - Lord of the worlds.

< Meaning 2: Subjugates Things into Their Opposite

Allah SWT combines things to form something of an opposite nature, to show us His power and dominion.

Take for example water. It is made of 2 hydrogen atoms and one oxygen. Both hydrogen and oxygen are
combustible or aid in combustion. Together, they make water that puts off fire.

We are made of a body and a soul. The two could not be more different, yet they live in harmony.

Al-Qahhar has subjugated all materials to keep their properties fixed. Water always boils at 100C, metals have
a fixed melting point, etc.

Al-Qahhar on occasions subjugated materials to stop their function — like the knife that would not cut, and the
fire that would not burn.

Allah wants us to recognize His power, so we surrender to Him with reverence.

¢ Meaning 3: Subdues His Creation with Death

Another meaning of Allah’s Name “Al-Qahhar” is that He, All-Mighty, subdues all His slaves with death.

Prophets, Messengers, the powerful, the weak, the rich, the poor, the healthy, the ill, kings, common people,
and all human beings are inevitably made to die by Allah, All-Mighty.

ebo3al Y pby Gy 355 igall (AT 2 13) B5 dads (Sile Juibiostis (333 j0l1 3b3
Al-An’am 6:61 - And He is the subjugator over His servants, and He sends over you guardian-angels
until, when death comes to one of you, Our messengers take him, and they do not fail [in their duties].
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Al-Qahhar in Our Lives

s A Beautiful Subjugation

All creatures are subjugated to Al-Qahhar, and perform the role they were created for, willingly.
It is a beautiful subjugation, and not based on tyranny or revenge.

Allah’s name Al-Qahhar, if we understand it correctly, should instill in us a sense of reverence (& $43), awe
(&), fright and anxiety (&&4), grandeur and majesty (J>%), and complete surrender.

Honor and happiness are in submission to Allah’s subjugation. In this state, we move with the rest of creation.

Reverence and surrender to Allah are the key to happiness. If the entire universe surrendered to Allah, should
we be the only ones in all of creation to turn our backs in rejection? Allah will subjugate us by force then.

s Strength and Love

Human nature is drawn to perfection. A strong person is feared. A strong and kind person is loved.

Human history is full of examples of strong people that were tyrants and subjugated their people, like
Pharaoh. They were not liked.

Prophets were strong and subjugated people’s hearts. They are loved and admired hundreds of years after
their passing.

We should strive to be strong and kind, and follow the example of the prophets, and not be tyrannical.
Harshness and rudeness to others will only drive them away.

Calling people to what is right, with the best of manners and methods, is the reason we were created.

+* Subjugate the Desires

We should realize how weak and helpless we are, and how much we need Allah SWT and His help.
The more reverence we have for Allah SWT, the bigger the barriers will be, between us and sin.

If Allah’s name At-Tawwab (The Accepter of Repentance) is not enough for us to stop a sin, then we should
remember Allah’s name Al-Qahhar (The Subduer). Reverence and fear of His punishment should give us
ample incentives to mend our ways.
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A human being who follows his evil desires commits countless sins and misdeeds that displease Allah, fails to
be “gahhar” over such desires, i.e. he fails to subdue his desires, and instead is himself subdued by them.

As believers, we must subdue our own desires, which are our worst enemy. If we do so, we will fully
understand this great name “Al-Qahhar”, and have reverence, obedience, and devotion to Allah, to attain His
Divine love, compassion, and pleasure.

+* There is No Escape

In this world, if we fear a leader, we can escape to another land to be safe. With Allah, there is no escape!

If we hurt others, Al-Qahhar will ask us about it, and justice will be served! We must be prepared to answer
for all our deeds in this world. Smart people will repent and correct their actions before they are called into
account.

If we know there are traffic cameras monitoring the street, will we speed? No! Why? Because we will get a
ticket!

Allah’s Knowledge and Power fully encompass us. How can we disobey Him, then? There is no escape and no
shelter from Allah, except by returning to Him in repentance and obedience.
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16. AL-WAHHAB (THE BESTOWER) <2 sJ! il ool

Other translations: The Bestower, The Great Giver, The Giver of Gifts.

Linguistically

The name Al-Wahhab comes from the root waw ha ba (< » 3), with the following classical meanings:

e To bestow, to give as a gift or a grant, without wanting anything in return - <y,
e To give liberally and freely

The verb <9 implies giving without prior favors (to repay) or wanting anything in return.

Every grant given freely, full ownership without a price, without a compensation is a “Hiba” 4.

Al-Wahhab in The Quran

The name Al-Wahhab appear explicitly in the Quran, 3 times. The verb <9 appears 22 times in the Quran.
a3l ekl &5 dass (355 pbdis

Sad 38:9 - Or do they have the depositories of the mercy of your Lord, the Exalted in Might, the
Bestower?

< Meaning 1: Bestower of Precious Gifts

Allah Al-Wahhab is the One Who gives His servants valuable and rare gifts, for free, without conditions, or
prior actions, and without asking for anything in return.

Wahib <lg: is someone who gives one gift.
Wahhab <s: is someone who gives many gifts on various occasions.

Innaka Anta Al-Wahhab Cglfbgjl ESi éM is someone who gives uncountable precious gifts, that no one else
can. This is the most excessive and perfect form of the verb.

Glbgll Cof alifedass Gl yo BF Caby BAD 3 da3 Wgld 55 65

Ali-Imran 3:8 - [Who say], "Our Lord, let not our hearts deviate after You have guided us and grant us
from Yourself mercy. Indeed, You are the Bestower.

Qb3 E37 sais o 153 g I Bl J G | 5881 G5 O

Sad 38:35 — He (Sulaiman) said, "My Lord, forgive me and grant me a kingdom such as will not belong
to anyone after me. Indeed, You are the Bestower."
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Note: Two of the three occurrences of Al-Wahhab are of the extreme form.

Allah gives out of His love and affection for us. Many times, we do not deserve His gifts, but He still gives,
because He is Al-Wahhab.

+* Meaning 2: Allah SWT is the Only Wahhab.

People can be a Wahib — giver of a single gift. No person will give a variety of gifts all the time and certainly
not precious and rare ones.

If we think about it, none of us truly own anything. Allah is the owner. Technically, we cannot claim we gave
anyone a gift since we do not own anything. Allah is the owner and giver in all cases.
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Al-Hadid 57:7 - Believe in Allah and His Messenger and spend out of that in which He has made you
successors. For those who have believed among you and spent, there will be a great reward.

We do not own anything. Allah is the owner and the only Bestower (Wahhab).

+* Meaning 3: His Gifts Never Harm

You can grant someone something that could result in harm — like giving a young person a fast car.

Allah is the only One Who grants things that benefit and never harm, because of His perfect knowledge and
wisdom.

Allah created us and knows us perfectly. He knows what is good for us and what is not.

% Meaning 4: Wants Nothing in Return for His Gifts

When people give gifts, they want something in return, either from people or from Allah: recognition, reward
(present or future), a matching gift in return, and the like.

Only Allah gives without asking for anything in return. His gifts are precious and unrivaled.

Why does Allah give so many gifts? Because Allah loves His servants! There is no other reason other than out
of His love and affection. He is also Al-Wadoud (The All-Loving).

Can we remember the last gift that Allah gave us? Are we in tune with Allah’s gifts?
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% Difference Between Al-Razzaq (The Sustainer) and Al-Wahhab (The Bestower)

The difference between the two names is illustrated with the following example:

The owner of the company gives you a monthly salary in return for performing a job — this is Rizq or provision.
If he leaves a $1000 gift card on your desk in appreciation — this is a Hiba or gift.

Ar-Razzaq: Gives you provisions after you put in the effort sUasJl J.8 e,

Al-Wahhab: Gives you first, then guides you to put the effort (g (gl Jud clasnll,

Humans appreciate gifts more than regular provisions. This is part of our makeup. Gifts are a sure way to
invoke feelings of love and appreciation for the giver.

It is normal that a slave would seek the love of his master. What is amazing is when the master is offering the
love for his slave. That is a very special love.

It is human nature that if provisions are plenty, we tend to forget the name Ar-Razzaqg. Allah uses another
name to remind us of His favors by surprising us frequently with big gifts from Al-Wahhab.

< Al-Wahhab’s Gifts

There are 21 verses in the Quran that mention grants from Allah, as He is the only One Who can bestow them:

(14 times) Granting Children and siblings

5981 3LES ya) Cagd G| 2LES oa) ad e 3LaS b (335 23915 izttt &l o

Ash-Shuraa 42:49 - To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth; He creates what he
wills. He gives to whom He wills female [children], and He gives to whom He wills males.

(3 times) Bestowing mercy - Rahmah

bl ot @] das; AT o B b Gk 3 da Gael £33 9 G35

Ali-lmran 3:8 - [Who say], "Our Lord, let not our hearts deviate after You have guided us and grant us
from Yourself mercy. Indeed, You are the Bestower.

(3 times) Granting authority — Hukm

L)y phadly S5 J G O

Ash-Shu'ara 26:83 - [And he (Ibrahim) said], "My Lord, grant me authority and join me with the
righteous.
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(1 time) Granting Kingdom - Mulk
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Sad 38:35 — He (prophet Sulaiman) said, "My Lord, forgive me and grant me a kingdom such as will not
belong to anyone after me. Indeed, You are the Bestower."

Al-Wahhab in Our Lives

% We Love Gifts

If you are given a monthly stipend, you will not appreciate it as you would if you got a gift of much lesser
value. This is human nature: We love gifts!

The prophet advised: 143155 1331g5 - "Give gifts and you will love one another."

Allah’s name Al-Wahhab is yet another affirmation of Allah’s love for His servants. He gives out of His mercy
and generosity, without expecting anything in return. He does so, while He does not need us.

We always focus on how much we should love Allah. We learn that in school from a young age. But how
about how much Allah loves us? Our Creator has favored us over the rest of creation. We would be ungrateful
if we do not feel Allah’s love.

Even the angels wanted to be in our position of favor with Allah.

If we feel Allah’s love and favor on us, we would love Him, and obeying Him will become easier.

* Reasons for Gifting

Allah sends us gifts for two reasons:

1- He loves us and wants to shower His appreciation and mercy on us,
2- We are far away from Him and He wants to bring us closer to Him.

Can we remember the last gift we have received?
If we cannot remember, it is one of two reasons:

1- We are not paying attention to Allah’s gifts,
2- Allah has stopped sending gifts because we do not deserve!
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In the human example: If you gift someone a nice expensive watch, then you see him on several occasions and
you do not see the person wearing it, or worse, wearing someone else’s gift watch. How would you feel?
Would you gift that person again?

If children are a gift from Al-Wahhab, then all of us are a gift from Allah. We all were children one day and a
gift to our parents. The only people who know the value of the great gift of children, are couples who cannot
have any, or have one after great difficulty. The absence of this gift is sorely missed and a great source of
pain.

Children are not the only gift by themselves. The perfection of the gift is when the children turn out to be
good and God fearing.

bl Glas 3354180 Cghasy (s 4 B3
Al-Anbya 21:72 - And We gave him Isaac and Jacob in addition, and all [of them] We made righteous.

Paradise is a gift from Allah, the night of Qadr is a very special gift from Allah, and prophet Muhammad &5 is a
gift from Allah.

** Which Group are We In?

If we review the events in our lives, we will find many gifts that Al-Wahhab gave us, if we were paying
attention.

e A Hajj or Umra that we were not planning or expecting, but it happened, is a gift.

e A good wife is a gift.

e Agood job is a gift.

e Qur talents are a gift. The word talent in Arabic is Mawhiba and comes from the same root.

e Good friends that help us get closer to Allah are a gift.

e Children and siblings are a gift. You will find most verses in the Quran talking about children,
accompanied with the word Hiba.

We should reflect and recall Allah’s gifts on us. Which camp are we in?

e The ones who Allah loves because we are obedient?
e The group that is far away, and Allah wants to come closer?
e Or worse yet, has Allah stopped gifting us because we do not deserve?

Let’s pray we are in the first group and be thankful to Allah and get closer to Him to show our gratitude.

We should remember that our Lord and Master is the One giving the gift. He does not need us or our love.
We need Him and His love. If we want Allah’s gifts to continue, we must recognize them, be thankful for
them, appreciate them, and use them for His pleasure.
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17. AR-RAZZAQ (THE SUSTAINER) &!3,J! bl guo!

Other translations: The Provider, The Sustainer, The Giver of all beneficial things — Physical and Spiritual.

Linguistically

The name Ar-Razzaq comes from the root @3J. It carries these meanings:

e to give a portion, share or lot,
e to grant something beneficial, especially as a gift,
e to provide the necessities of life.

Everything that is destined for us in our life is our Rizq or provision. It is our share and lot in this life.

Rizq is what is necessary in life and is needed immediately. It is different from earnings and surplus. Rizq is
food that we eat, clothes we wear, the house we live in. Excess of that, like having 3 houses, are the earnings
we will be asked about. We can only benefit directly from one at a time.

Ar-Razzaq in The Quran

The beautiful name Ar-Razzaqg, appears once, explicitly in the Quran.
broall 83401 93 G530 3l &
Ath-Thariyat 51:58 - Indeed, it is Allah who is the [continual] Provider, the firm possessor of strength.

Ar-Razzaq is the One Who creates all provision, and is in charge of apportioning, and guaranteeing each of His
creation will receive their share of provision and sustenance.

Ar-Raziq is one who may give some people but not others, or may give with conditions.

Ar-Razzaq is the excessive form of the root. He is One who provides for all His creation — deserving and
undeserving. He gives everyone, no matter their number and needs are. Excess in quality and quantity!

When Allah provides, He astonishes with His generosity!

% Meaning 1: Provides for All Creation without Exception

Os P8 § (B +gB05RA B3R 41455 G8)) il J& Y] paid) § B3 e g
Hud 11:6 - And there is no creature on earth but that upon Allah is its provision, and He knows its place
of dwelling and place of storage. Allis in a clear register.
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All of creation will be provided for by Ar-Razzaq: People, animals, ... all creatures! The Arabic word il o
emphasizes that Allah SWT has made it incumbent on Himself to provide to all in existence.
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Al-Bagara 2:126 - And [mention] when Abraham said, "My Lord, make this a secure city and provide its
people with fruits - whoever of them believes in Allah and the Last Day." [Allah] said. "And whoever
disbelieves - | will grant him enjoyment for a little; then | will force him to the punishment of the Fire,
and wretched is the destination."

Prophet Ibrahim was asking Allah to provide for the believers only. Allah replied that non-believers will also
be provided for — however — their punishment will be postponed to the day of judgement.

** Meaning 2: Provisions Determined before Creation

5385 163 21565 1§95 oo w15 ed Uars* el W1 5 GUSISIT & O9lady ofass § 0o Bl il 938850 (3 S
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Fussilat 41:9/10 - Say, "Do you indeed disbelieve in He who created the earth in two days and attribute
to Him equals? That is the Lord of the worlds." * And He placed on the earth firmly set mountains over
its surface, and He blessed it and determined therein its [creatures'] sustenance in four days without
distinction - for [the information] of those who ask.

Provision for all creation was determined before they were created. Allah guaranteed our provision, so we do
not have to worry about it. All we need to do is seek it.

Example:

A father sends his son to study abroad for 4 years. He takes care of tuition, room and board, everything the
son needs during these 4 years. He gives enough provisions, so the son does not need to ask other people for
help or need anything from anyone or need to earn from illegitimate means. The son should have all the
confidence that he can focus on his studies without worrying about anything else.

To Allah is the best example.

It was narrated from Jabir bin 'Abdullah that the Messenger of Allah & said:

U5 19dd CAE § 15lasTs bl 15856 (gie 1] 015 g8y §35a8 G5 Copad B Ll 5B Il 3 1ghess 2l 19831yl g3
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"O people, fear Allah and be moderate in seeking a living, for no soul will die until it has received all its
provision, even if it is slow in coming. So fear Allah and be moderate in seeking provision; take that
which is permissible and leave that which is forbidden. "
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It is impossible for us to die before we have received all the provisions destined for us! Not even a breath!

When seeking provision, we should make sure we seek the lawful of it, and not lower ourselves to others in
the process. Lawful pursuit of provisions through noble work that does not distract from duties to Allah,
becomes an act of worship.

+* Meaning 3: Sole Provider of Sustenance

Do s 135 688}, elaldl &3
Ath-Thariyat 51:22 - And in the heaven, is your provision and whatever you are promised.
Do we believe that our provision is from Allah? Allah is affirming it in the second verse.
Oshlaid 831 1 83 350 &) (25819 sl s

Ath-Thariyat 51:23 - Then by the Lord of the heaven and earth, indeed, it is truth - just as [sure as] it is
that you are speaking.
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Al-Mulk 67:21 - Or who is it that could provide for you if He withheld His provision? But they have
persisted in insolence and aversion.

Allah is challenging people in this verse. If they do not believe that all provisions are from Allah, then seek
provision from someone else and see what you get!

Ar-Razzaq SWT, created sustenance for Man. Fruit, meat, grains, are all provisions He created, suitable for
nourishment. Allah creates sustenance, and the ways to seek it, through knowledge and hard work.

¢ Meaning 4: Restricting Provisions

Many people understand provisions as set and cannot change. However, some verses tell us that provisions
are restricted or expanded depending on our behavior.

O3 1956 Loy @GIET 19338 (05 (23915 slall (4 o853 egalle Gl 138515 153aT (3401 Ui & 303

Al-A’raf 7:96 - And if only the people of the cities had believed and feared Allah, We would have
opened upon them blessings from the heaven and the earth; but they denied [the messengers], so We
seized them for what they were earning."

\

==

Sunnah confirms the link between obedience to Allah and an increase in provisions.
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Anas b. Malik reported: | heard Allah's Messenger (£8) as saying:

Qa5 asld 0,81 § Ll 3 485 aille Jaald O 5 §o

He who is desirous that his means of sustenance should be expanded for him or his age may be
lengthened, should join the tie of relationship. [Muslim]

When Allah restricts provisions, it is not out of inability to provide, but as a means to correct His servants.

Take for example a father who has an unreliable son. He will only give him the minimum, knowing he will
waste any extra. An upright and reliable son, will be given more, knowing he will not waste it.

Comment: Some may argue that Rizq is set and cannot change. However, what is variable is the blessings in
the provisions. When Allah SWT puts the blessings in something, it grows beyond worldly measures.

s Types of Provisions

Ar-Razzaq provides us with sustenance for our bodies, and sustenance for our souls. Rizq is all that one
benefits from: Money, health, knowledge, manners, peace, tranquility, etc. Ar-Razzaq gives us air to breath,
water to drink, and animals and fruit to eat. He subjects His creation for our comfort — the sun, the moon, etc.
These are physical provisions for the body.

The provisions of the soul are prayers, a spiritual lesson, supplication, acts of worship, reading Quran, and
getting to know and love Allah SWT.

e Feeling reverence for Allah during prayer is a great Rizq from Allah.
e Reading the Quran and a new meaning is thrown in our heart is a Rizg from Allah.
e Reading situations correctly, seeing what others fail to see, is a Rizq from Allah.

Allah sometimes withhold provisions when we sin — sometimes what is withheld is the Rizg of the soul —the
nearness to Allah. A person given knowledge from Allah, is of higher status than one given a lot of physical
wealth.

< Recognizing Ar-Razzaq in the Universe

Observing creation will lead us to know the Creator, Allah Ar-Razzaq.
Example 1: Rain

We all studied the cycle of water in science, but we never linked it to Allah’s name Ar-Razzaq!
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There are massive bodies of salt water —so it does not spoil. The sun heats the water and evaporates it. The
vapor gathers in clouds that Allah moves with the wind to wherever He wants. Water vapor accumulates and
gets heavier until gravity takes over and rain falls with Allah’s permission. Every drop of rain will fall on the
designated spot that Allah planned.

Think about it: The drop of water that you drink, Allah has destined it specifically for you, and only you, from
the time it was in the ocean until it made it to your mouth, because that was the provision destined for you.
This entire complex rain system is nothing but provision that Ar-Razzaq has planned for us. We must have
faith in Allah and be assured that our provision will make its way to us, guaranteed!

Example 2: Birds

Observe the birds: they leave their nests in the morning hungry and return full at the end of the day. Who
provides for them? They have no pantry or shopping stores to go to. The birds rely on Ar-Razzaq to provide
for them when they go out every morning diligently seeking from Allah’s bounty.

Ar-Razzaq in Our Lives

¢ Earning Rizq

Rizqg is not just food and wealth, but all that is necessary to survive and prosper.

A good intellect, skills, and experiences are also provisions from Allah. He created provisions and gave us
ways to earn them through hard work.

Provisions are physical and spiritual. Closeness to Allah is a great provision, more important than food
and water.

Allah SWT made us all have different interests: doctors, teachers, farmers, laborer’s, etc.

Earning provisions has 2 rules: Putting the effort, and reliance on Allah. Both must be satisfied!

¢ What does Ar-Razzaq Need from Us?

Allah guarantees our provision. We should not let it distract us from the main reason we were created for: to
know and worship Allah. Allah wants this realization to be anchored in our hearts.

We should only seek what is good and pure and stay away from the unlawful.
e Gambling is not the way to earn a living.

e Cheatingis not the way to earn a living.
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We must not humiliate ourselves begging from others in the process of earning a living.

e We are not for sale to any other human!
e We should make a living with dignity and honesty.
e We should never sacrifice our values and our principles to earn a living.

We must put the effort to earn our provisions (). Ar-Razzaq will be angry if we do not.

This is Islam. We continue to put the effort, until results are achieved, with Allah’s help.

«» Ask Allah for All Needs

Allah SWT loves for His servants to ask Him for all their needs, trivial and great. He does not like for us to ask
anyone else, out of His love and care for us.

When Allah provides directly, we feel honored and not beholden to anyone.
If we complain to other believers, they may help, out of compassion. Allah sends these provisions indirectly.
If we complain to unbelievers, they may or may not provide, but this leads to humiliation.

No matter who we complain to, Allah is the One Who provides in all cases.

¢ Be Happy and Thankful!

We should always be happy with what Allah has given us. It is human nature to always want more!
We can ask for more provisions, but how much is enough?
05 - 03lay L] HAG B 43 U5 oS5 231 § 1550 oolia) GBI AU o 33

Ash-Shura 42:27 - And if Allah had extended [excessively] provision for His servants, they would have
committed tyranny throughout the earth. But He sends [it] down in an amount which He wills. Indeed,
He is, of His servants, Acquainted and Seeing.

Allah knows what is best for us. If He sometimes withholds, it is a sign of love from Him because it is in our
best interest. We may be corrupted if we are given more. We must be satisfied and thankful for whatever
Allah SWT provides. More is not always better!

It was narrated from Salamah bin ‘Ubaidullah bin Mihsan Al-Ansari that his father said: “The
Messenger of Allah (#) said:

o3 ,cEO,
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" Whoever among you wakes up physically healthy, feeling safe and secure within himself, with food
for the day, it is as if he acquired the whole world” [Sunan Ibn Majah-Hasan]

The wealthiest people are the ones satisfied with what Allah provides, thank Him for it, and use it for His
pleasure!

When we realize, Allah is Ar-Razzaq, we go to Him alone, and not to His creation. This earns us dignity, peace
of mind, and the love of Allah.
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18. AL-FATTAH (THE SUPREME SOLVER) #\Ga)l <l el

Other translations: The Opener, The Revealer, The Granter of Success, The Judge.

Linguistically

The name Al-Fattah comes from the root fa ta ha (z & <), with the following classical meanings:

e To open or unlock (something that is already closed),
e To grant,

e To explain, disclose, or reveal,

e Tojudge,

e To make victorious,

Al-Fattah in The Quran

Allah’s name Al-Fattah is mentioned explicitly in the Quran. It appears 2 times.

s

pudill G 3h3 (5l G5 s 45 U5 UG asd ¢
Saba 34:26 - Say, "Our Lord will bring us together; then He will judge between us in truth. And He is
the Knowing Judge."

FA
s

Gl 7 Efy 3l a3 (55 G b1 655
Al-A’raf 7:89 (ending) - Our Lord, decide between us and our people in truth, and You are the best of
those who give decision."

This attribute was only paired with "Al Alim", The All Knowing.

% Meaning 1: The Problem Solver

Allah SWT is the One Who opens or removes everything that is closed that people could not do it themselves.
This covers all the problems of this world. When all the doors close, go to Al-Fattah and He SWT will open one
for you.

When you run out of hope and everyone around you is saying “There is no solution”, go to Al-Fattah for help.
If we know Allah with this name, we will be happy and empowered in this world. Beg Him to open the doors
and remove the problems.

PS5 323301 3030033 (o A sz SB Gl (a3g) Elsd b 4835 o ol &l il 5
Fatir 35:2 - Whatever Allah grants to people of mercy - none can withhold it; and whatever He

withholds - none can release it thereafter. And He is the Exalted in Might, the Wise.
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If Allah opens the doors, who can close them? And if Allah closes them, who can open them?

No problem or issue is too big to be resolved by Al-Fattah! You have issues with your sustenance (Rizq)? Call
upon and plead with Al-Fattah! Humble yourself and plead with Al-Fattah for any problem bothering you. He
can solve it. All the problems with the Ummah that seem unsolvable, can be resolved by Al-Fattah easily.

Prophet Muhammad & at the battle of Badr was faced with 10,000 of Quraysh with 100 horses, and the
Muslims were only 313 with one horse. He raised his hands and kept pleading with Allah for His help until his
companions saw the white of his arms. Al-Fattah sent help in the form of Jibril with 1000 angles.

A point to ponder: How many bad situations we have come across in our lives that Al-Fattah has resolved
without us calling on His help? How then will His help be when we ask and plead?

** Meaning 2: The Facilitator of Success

The first meaning dealt with problems that require solutions. The second meaning deals with ease and
success from the very start.

Starting a new job, or a new company, or getting married, or something new where we have no idea if it will
happen or succeed. Essentially it is a closed and unknown matter as far as we know.

The solution to unlock this new matter is to rush to Al-Fattah so He can unlock it for us. The doors will be wide
open from the start with His will and mercy.

Allah is Al-Fattah in the beginnings where things are unknown (g;.}.ih), and He is Al-Fattah in the endings when
problems are insurmountable.
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Al-Ana’am 6:59 - And with Him are the keys of the unseen; none knows them except Him. And He

knows what is on the land and in the sea. Not a leaf falls but that He knows it. And no grain is there
within the darknesses of the earth and no moist or dry [thing] but that it is [written] in a clear record.

+* Meaning 3: The Judge

When we deal with people, it is unavoidable that we may get accused of something that is not true, our
reputation questioned, people tell lies about us and some believe the lies, etc.

Who can we go to, to get justice?

el 201 3h5 (3 Uil s &3 U B gades U6
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Saba 34:26 - Say, "Our Lord will bring us together; then He will judge between us in truth. And He is
the Knowing Judge."

Do not be worried or afraid if you call on and rely on Al-Fattah. He will resolve all matters of dispute. Media
falsely reporting about Muslims is one example, and some people believe them. This verse is what we should
say and we should go back to Al-Fattah for His help.

Al-Fattah in Our Lives

% He Works in Amazing Ways

Al Fattah opens doors from ways we cannot imagine or expect, or opposite to what we were asking. We may
think some events lead to closed doors, when in fact, the doors will be opened wide.

Prophet Yusuf was imprisoned 9 years. If he did not go to jail, he would not have met the prisoner who will
serve the king. Had he been released from prison before the king summoned him, would he have been the
Aziz of Egypt? His imprisonment was the height of victory and good fortune (Al-Fath).

During the treaty of Hudaybiyah, Omar could not see the treaty as a victory. Soon after, it became clear that
what he thought was a humiliation was in fact a manifest victory — “Fathun Mubeen”, just like Allah promised.

** Be Serious

Al Fattah loves that we work seriously and with determination and follow through. We have no idea when
help will arrive, so we should work hard until the last moment. Sometimes Allah delays the solution to see
how serious we are and how confident we are that His help is on the way.

One example is the month of Ramadan. If we start the month with great fervor then lose steam soon
afterwards, waiting for Al-Fath. Allah may delay it to see how serious we are. We may complain we are doing
everything, but we still cannot feel the sweetness of being close to Allah.

Allah may delay it to see how serious we are, how long are we willing to stand at His door waiting, knocking,
pleading for it to open. He will always open the door if we are serious.

s Trust in Allah

When Al-Fattah brings Al-Fath, it is nothing ordinary. It is Fathun Mubeen! Something special and exceeds all
expectations. If we are expecting something and it happens just as we thought, then some may not
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appreciate where it came from. Allah will always exceed our limited expectations and grasp, because He is Al-
Fattah.

In surat Al-Fath 48:1 - Indeed, We have given you, [0 Muhammad], a clear conquest

The conquest of Makkah was no ordinary one! It began with what looked like a humiliating treaty and ended
as a decisive victory from Allah, as only He can do it. The Muslims only wanted to make Umrah.

Sayyidah Hajar kept going between Safa and Marwa seven times looking for water or someone to help them.
At the last moment, water bubbled from underneath baby Ismail’s feet - the last place she imagined. Her goal
was only for Ismail to drink. Allah’s Fath caused people to drink from it till the day of judgement, as a reward
for this great woman’s efforts.

+ Rely on Al-Fattah

Allah paired the name Al-Fattah with the name Al-Aleem. His judgement and support are always out of full
knowledge and is perfect. Allah knows us and knows what is best for us. He opens the right doors, leading to
the greatest benefit.

The name Al-Fattah should instill hope in our hearts.

e Al Fattah is with us in this world.

e Al Fattah is with us when we embark on a new matter.

e Al Fattah is with us when we are in trouble.

e Al Fattah is with us when we are oppressed, and everyone is out to harm us.
e Al Fattah is with us in our graves, opening a door for us to His paradise.

Nothing is impossible if Al-Fattah opens the doors. Stand at the door of Al-Fattah, plead, beg, and cry until the
door opens.
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19. AL-ALEEM (THE ALL-KNOWING) palal! il gl

Other translations: The All-Knowing, The Knowledgeable, The One nothing is absent from His Knowledge.

Linguistically

The name Al-Aleem comes from the root ‘ayn lam mim (¢ J ¢), with the following classical meanings:

e To know, to be aware of - a2,
e To be well acquainted with even the smallest detail - @&,
e Toimpart knowledge — p-ls

Knowledge is about knowing the relation between things. Ignorance is acting based on wrong information. If
the engine light comes on, ignorance is thinking it is ornamental, while knowledge tells us there is a problem.

Al-Aleem in The Quran

The name Al-Aleem is mentioned explicitly in the Quran. The name appears 153 times.

Man, has a share of this name, however, the knowledge we can get is very limited, compared to the infinite
knowledge of Allah SWT.

% Meaning 1: All-Encompassing Knowledge

Allah says in surat Al-An’am: s ;‘5&: f)ia 3.&3.25(53 K &l3s
Al-An’am 6:101 (ending) ... and He created all things? And He is, of all things, Knowing.
Allah’s knowledge is perfect and encompasses all things. This is repeated many times in the Quran.

Al-Aleem knows what is, and what could be, and what was, and what could have been. His Knowledge is
perfect and all-encompassing.

He knows all things, apparent and hidden, large and small, down to the most intimate details. Nothing
escapes His knowledge.

% Meaning 2: Knowledge not from Experience

Allah’s knowledge is eternal and perfect, emanating from the Divine Self. It has no beginning or end. It is not
based on trial and error, or on experiences, like human knowledge.

Human knowledge is acquired, continually revised and improved. Divine Knowledge is perfect and constant,
existed without a beginning and will last with no end.
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% Meaning 3: Perfect and Complete Knowledge
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Al-An’am 6:59 - “And with Him are the keys of the unseen; none knows them except Him. And He

knows what is on the land and in the sea. Not a leaf falls but that He knows it. And no grain is there
within the darknesses of the earth and no moist or dry [thing] but that it is [written] in a clear record,”

The All-Knowing knows intimate details about every leaf that falls: why, how, when, and where. He knows
what our souls whisper to us and He is closer to us “than the jugular vein”. He knows what we are going
through, and what we are feeling. He knows when we hold back from doing bad for His sake, so just because
we didn’t see the result of our actions immediately, don’t think that it went unnoticed. Some things need
patience, and Allah SWT teaches us with time.
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Al-Bagara 2:216 (ending) - “But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you love a
thing and it is bad for you. And Allah Knows, while you know not.”

«» Different Forms of the Name

Knowledge appears in many forms: Aalim J&, A’lam éiﬁ, Allaam éBLc, and the emphatic form Aleem puds.

Only Al-Aleem can be considered as a beautiful name, because it is an emphatic name which denotes absolute
and infinite Divine knowledge in regards to both quantity and quality of things known.

For example, Aalim appears in many verses pointing to unseen or seen things. It does not come in the
absolute.

(eSS S03ad1 831G R0 ok Qe
At-Taghabun 64:18 - Knower of the unseen and the witnessed, the Exalted in Might, the Wise.
The name Allaam points to the unseen.
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Al-Ma’idah 5:109 - [Be warned of] the Day when Allah will assemble the messengers and say, "What
was the response you received?" They will say, "We have no knowledge. Indeed, it is You who is
Knower of the unseen"

The name A’lam points to the rightly guided.

oAl ALl 5h3 ahs 02 U o3y R 5 085§
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Al-Qalam 68:7 - Indeed, your Lord is most knowing of who has gone astray from His way, and He is
most knowing of the [rightly] guided.

However, when Allah uses the emphatic form Al-Aleem, it is always in the absolute, and in the excessive form.
st 35151 3b @G5 &

Al-Hijr 15:86 - Indeed, your Lord - He is the Knowing Creator.

+* Link to Other Names

The name Al-Aleem appears many times accompanied with another beautiful name.
(S5 oke and eake 55 All-Knowing, Most Wise (36 times)
Most notable pairing is with Al-Hakeem (Most Wise). His perfect knowledge makes His actions wise and just.

Al-Aleem is about knowing, and Al-Hakeem is acting with this knowledge. He does the proper thing, in the
proper way, in the proper place, and the proper time.

Sometimes we expect things and call on Allah SWT to provide, but nothing happens. Some may have their
faith shaken, and others may feel abandoned.

We do not possess the knowledge to know what is good or bad for us. We should have trust in Allah that He
will provide what is best for us in this life and the next.

ég.}ijl a2l All-Hearing, All-Knowing (15 times)

Allah knows and hears everything and everyone. His hearing is perfect. The voices do not compete for His
hearing, and no voice overshadows another.

His knowledge of His creation is perfect. The speech of one does not distract Him from hearing fully the
speech of another.

He knows what we all are going through, and hears what we are thinking and saying, billions of people, all at
the same time.

Allah hears speech and the inner thoughts, equally clear. Nothing is hidden from His knowledge.

Allah has perfect knowledge of what is in the heart when He hears the supplication. He will not answer
someone who is just playing, or not serious.
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p= 2ul3 All-Encompassing, All-Knowing (7 time)

Allah’s name Al-Wasi’ (All-Encompassing), when paired with Aleem, Allah tells us that His knowledge is All-
Encompassing. His knowledge has no beginning and no end.

Humans will never know everything. The phrase “I don’t know” is the correct answer if you truly do not know.

As for Allah, it is not befitting that He does not know something. His knowledge is perfect and All-
Encompassing.

3248 &2 All-Knowing, All-Powerful (2 times)

Allah linked “Al-‘Aleem” (the All-Knowing) and “Al-Qadeer” (All-Powerful) because man does not obey Allah’s
Divine commands unless he firmly believes that both Allah’s Divine knowledge and power encompass him.

Other pairings:

¢ude 35U — Thankful, All-Knowing.

POVEY] J”J).aJl — The Exalted in Might, The All-Knowing.
padall 331 — The Creator, The All-Knowing.

S e — All-Knowing, Well Acquainted.

ks> Lde — All-Knowing, Forbearing.

k) ’cl-“le — The Judge, All-Knowing.

Al-Aleem in Our Lives

+» Beware of Disobedience and Sin

Gl geh 80 BT 38 il O 30ud 6d I8 e ) G 154130 545 391 U3 e po391 G0d e g 313 b1
At-Talaq 65:12 - It is Allah who has created seven heavens and of the earth, the like of them. [His]
command descends among them so you may know that Allah is over all things competent and that
Allah has encompassed all things in knowledge.

Allah is telling us in this verse that the reason for creating the heavens and earth is for us to know two of His
beautiful attributes.
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Allah chose these 2 names to convey to us: He is Most Capable, and His Knowledge is All-Encompassing. His
knowledge makes our secret and our apparent all the same. All things are within His Knowledge and His
reach. How can we disobey Him then, if we understand His names correctly?

¢ Increase in Faith and Knowledge

Understanding Allah’s names should increase our faith in Him. Many of the names are related, and once we
understand them, we will see their manifestation in our lives. We also need to constantly increase knowledge
of our faith, and of this world, so we can accomplish the duties we were created for: Know and worship Allah,
and take care of this world.

The sources of our knowledge should match the Quran and Sunnah.

We must develop the mental filter that checks every information that comes to us and recognize what is not
correct. This filter only works if we have the proper knowledge and gets better as knowledge increases.

+ Humility

Our knowledge is not perfect, so our actions will never be perfect. There is always room for improvement, no
matter how good we become.

Allah knows us more than we know ourselves, and we all know our own faults better than others do.

Our knowledge compared to the Divine knowledge, is like someone standing at the shore of an infinite
ocean, dipping a needle in it. The water that sticks to the needle, compared to the infinite ocean, is like
our knowledge compared to the Divine knowledge.

There is always someone who knows more than we do, and above all is Allah who knows everything. It is
more appropriate to say pks <Jlb — Seeker of knowledge, than saying | am a scholar lile. We should remain
humble and open to learning and accept the opinion of others if it does not conflict the Quran and Sunnah.

+* The Best Knowledge

The best knowledge is knowing Allah SWT. He who knows everything but does not know Allah is an ignorant
person. We should strive to know Allah better through His revelations and the guidance of His beloved
messenger.

e 33) &5 J93

Taha 20:114 (ending) “... and say, ‘My Lord, increase me in knowledge.””
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Seeking knowledge leads to wisdom, which is described by Allah as “much good”.
QY1 gl 9] 3855 3. 158 RS (3ol 18D L&l B33 (1255185 oo LSl 3B

Al-Baqarah 2:269 - He gives wisdom to whom He wills, and whoever has been given wisdom has
certainly been given much good. And none will remember except those of understanding.

It is important to keep learning in general, to better ourselves in this life, but it is more important, to increase
our religious knowledge and the knowledge of Allah SWT and His commands.

This helps us put this worldly life in context and leads to success in this life and the hereafter.
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20. AL-QABID (THE CONSTRICTOR) 21. AL-BASIT (THE EXPANDER) Jaw ! asla)l <l !

Other translations:
Al-Qabid: The Withholder, The Restrainer, The Constrictor.

Al-Basit: The Unfolder, The Expander, The Releaser.

Linguistically

The name Al-Qabid comes from the root qaf ba dad (o> <« 3), with the following classical Arabic connotations:

e To grasp, grip, seize, hold firmly,

e To have absolute ownership of something (hold in the hand),
e To contract, shrink, collect together,

e To withhold, make scarce,

e Todraw in (as a bird contracting a wing),

e To contract the heart, i.e. distress, depression, lack of joy.

The name Al-Basit comes from the root ba sin ta (L <), with the following classical Arabic connotations:

e To expand, enlarge, extend,

e To grant abundance, to provide amply,
e To spread, widen, to make spacious,

e Toextend a hand.

These names give a sense of give and take, a movement back and forth, an underlying rhythm of ebb and flow,
like the rhythmical folding and unfolding of a bird's wings in flight, or the endless cycles of life and death.

Al-Qabid Al-Basit in The Quran

The two names are opposites of each other. They appear together in the following verse.
a5 ailly Jaduiis (anks dlgBiS Blabl & dhelid Gas Ub3h dul ok sdll 13 o

Al-Baqarah 2:245 - Who is it that would loan Allah a goodly loan so He may multiply it for him many
times over? And it is Allah who withholds and grants abundance, and to Him you will be returned.

The two names are not used explicitly as beautiful names in the Quran. However, they are among the
attributes of Allah, and are attributes of Divine Acts.

The two names are linked together and cannot be separated. If taken alone, each will portray a negative act,
and Allah SWT is perfect in all aspects, and cannot possess a negative trait.

Both names together combine Divine ability and wisdom. Allah withholds to extend, does harm to do good,
and humiliates to honor.
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“ Meaningl: Expansion and Restriction of Sustenance

Most of the verses in the Quran where the act of extending (g“s-:f':::-.lé.&é) appeared in relation to sustenance

(@3).
553 A5 o) B33 ol i
Ar-Ra’d 13:26 (beginning) - Allah extends provision for whom He wills and restricts [it].

Allah SWT provides to whom He wants, and He deprives whom He wants. His wisdom and knowledge of His
creation is perfect and are the basis for His actions.
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Ash-Shuraa 42:27 - And if Allah had extended [excessively] provision for His servants, they would have
committed tyranny throughout the earth. But He sends [it] down in an amount which He wills. Indeed,
He is, of His servants, Acquainted and Seeing.

Allah SWT has the wisdom and knowledge to know what is good for us. He gives us when it is for our own
good, and He deprives us when it is also for our own good.

If Allah desires to provide sustenance, He inspires and enables one to have the necessary means to earn it.
On the other hand, if Allah desires to withhold sustenance, one will go bankrupt, even if they are rich. Being
smart, educated, and successful are all provisions from Allah, and not from Man’s own initiative.

Restriction is not due to inability to provide, and expansion is not due to overspending. They are due to
Allah’s wisdom, will, knowledge, ability, mercy, and favors.

We should ask Allah to increase our sustenance and guide us to spend it in His pleasure.

** Meaning 2: Expansion and Restriction of Rain (Clouds)

Another reference in the Quran for the act of spreading and withholding relates to clouds and rain.

$LAG 03 4 QLo 3B G 350 B33)1 A8 LBas Alady $La) CaiS el § Aalisd Glseds 80 631 Juush (o1 Al
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Ar-Rum 30:48 - It is Allah who sends the winds, and they stir the clouds and spread them in the sky

however He wills, and He makes them fragments so you see the rain emerge from within them. And
when He causes it to fall upon whom He wills of His servants, immediately they rejoice.

Clouds are spread in the sky as Allah SWT desires. He might withhold them from some people and provide
them to others. In some places, rain might be abundant. In other places, there may be very little.
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¢ Meaning 3: Expansion and Restriction of Light

Another reference of expansion and restriction relates to light and dark.

d Ui B3] 862 5% 3 e (bl Glas &5 8L Alasd 2ld 305 AN Se CasS &5 ) 55 o
Al-Furqan 25:45/46 - Have you not considered your Lord - how He extends the shadow, and if He
willed, He could have made it stationary? Then We made the sun for it an indication. * Then We hold it
in hand for a brief grasp.

The day extends and the night contracts, then the night extends and the day contracts. This also refers to
feelings of worry and fear of the dark, then comes day light with happiness and comfort.

** Meaning 4: Withholding and Releasing of Souls

We all must sleep. When we sleep, our souls return to Allah. Allah holds back the ones He wants and releases
the others for an appointed time.
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Az-Zumar 39:42 - Allah takes the souls at the time of their death, and those that do not die [He takes]
during their sleep. Then He keeps those for which He has decreed death and releases the others for a
specified term. Indeed, in that are signs for a people who give thought.

** Meaning 5: Earth is in His Grip on the Day of Judgement

Another reference to Al-Qabid is in relation to earth on the day of judgement.
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Az-Zumar 39:67 - They have not appraised Allah with true appraisal, while the earth entirely will be
[within] His grip on the Day of Resurrection, and the heavens will be folded in His right hand. Exalted is
He and high above what they associate with Him.

Allah SWT has full control of heavens and earth. They are firmly in His grasp to do whatever He wants. Allah,
Most Gracious, also extends the earth in the sense that He stretches it and makes it suitable for human life.

Allah SWT also withholds the earth in the sense that He terminates it or causes it to perish, as He, All Mighty,
has made it an abode for a certain limited appointed term.
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¢ Meaning 6: Allah Accepts Charity and Grows it

Another meaning of Qabid is to collect or receive. Allah accepts the acts of charity from His servants, and then
grows the reward and expands it for them.

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: Messenger of Allah (¥8) said:
> 8518 (Susl (3 WS Ll e @ cdinon Lghedly il OB el ) Sl Mg el S (30 Bya3 Uy il (30"
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"He who gives in charity the value of a date which he legally earned, and Allah accepts only that which

is pure, Allah accepts it with His Right Hand and fosters it for him, as one of you fosters his mare, until
it becomes like a mountain." [Bukhari and Muslim]

** Meaning 7: Constricts and Expands Time

One aspect of Al-Qabid Al-Basit that many may not be aware of, relates to the passing of time.
We sometimes feel an hour passes quickly, while other times we feel the clock is going backwards.

One such case is on the day of judgement. Allah described the day as like 50,000 years. This is unimaginable
for the human mind to go this long, under intense heat, hunger, and thirst.

Spgdl RV d3b| u{wwlmojm us‘ay ‘3} PL@M&M|°L¢:4M| d}wjdﬁcdwwdl‘_,&wl el.o}’l S9)
@W@y&acwwwwluﬂywwl‘;su.wuowwsub)Wgwmluuomldyjdw
237 g el damysl -( Ll

Imam Ahmad reported that Abu Said Al-Khidri said: Some asked the prophet about the verse
describing the day of judgement at 50,000 years. They exclaimed how long this day is. The prophet
said: “By the one who my soul is in His hands, it will be lightened on the believer until it is lighter than
an obligatory prayer that he used to do it in this world”.

Allah will make the day of judgement feel like 50,000 years for the unbelievers, and minutes for the believers.
He will expand the time for the unbelievers and shorten it for the believers.

Al-Qabid Al-Basit in Our Lives

+* Meaning 8: Constricts and Expands Hearts

Allah is in full control of our heart. He can fill it with happiness (expand it) or fill it with fear and worry
(constrict it).
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A believer’s heart’s relationship with Allah is between fear and hope. Fear from disobeying Him and His
punishment, and hopeful in His mercy and reward.

seldl § daks WK B35 Bad d5ip Jase dlas of 353 ad-pYas 850 755 443 of &l 5,3 (ad
Al-An’am - 6:125(partial) - So whoever Allah wants to guide - He expands his breast to [contain] Islam;
and whoever He wants to misguide - He makes his breast tight and constricted as though he were
climbing into the sky.

Sin is a reason Allah withholds guidance and spiritual enlightenment. Sometimes, we pray but do not feel
happiness or closeness to Allah. Other times we are at the height of happiness and contentment. This is all
from Allah. As believers, we are made to shift from one spiritual condition to another, from a state of “Bast”
to another of “Qabd” and vice versa.

We are under Allah’s Divine care and treatment; and, therefore, we should surrender ourselves to Him. We
should be thankful to Allah for any state He puts us in, and work on attaining His pleasure so we can be
successful in this life and the next.

+» Balanced Reminders

We should provide relief and advice to other people and be patient with them. This help should take the form
of encouragement sometimes, and warning sometimes.

e Reminding people of only the reward, could make them complacent,
e Reminding people of only the punishment, could scare and depress them.

Striking a balance between the two approaches yields the best result. We should expand the hearts by
reminding others of the blessings of Allah SWT, and remind them of His majesty and punishment to cause
constriction that may bring them back to Allah SWT

Our hearts must always be filled with love for Allah SWT, fear of Him, and glorification of Him, Most-High!
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22. AL-KHAFID (THE ABASER) 23. AR-RAFI’ (THE EXALTER) a3/, adls)! il !

Other translations:
Al-Khafid: The Humbler, The One Who Softens, The One Who Lowers, The Abaser.

Ar-Rafi’: The Uplifter, The Exalter, The Raiser

Linguistically

The act of lowering yaaJ! is opposite to raising adyJl.
Al-Khafid comes from the root kha fa dad (o> < ¢), which has the following meanings:

e taking something from a high point to a lower point,
¢ to lower oneself in humbleness, humility, and ease,
e to bring down, to humiliate.

Ar-Rafi’ comes from the root rd fa ‘ayn (¢ < ), which has the following meanings:

e to move an object from one position to a higher position,
e to make a structure taller or higher, like a building,
e to raise the status, honor, and exalt.

Al-Khafid Al-Rafi’ in The Quran

The two names do not appear explicitly in the Quran but reflect Divine acts.

The two names are opposites of each other. The two names are linked together and cannot be separated. If
taken alone, each will portray a negative act, and Allah is perfect in all aspects and cannot possess a negative

trait.

Both names together, reflect the ability and wisdom of Allah SWT. His acts are perfect and just. He

lowers in order to raise.

+* Meaning 1: Lowering Tyrants and Raising Believers

Allah SWT is the One Who lowers the oppressors and humiliates them, and raises and exalts His servants.

Pharaoh is an example for arrogance. When he raised himself to the status of a god, Allah lowered him,

humiliated him, and made him an example.
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An-Nazi’at 79:24 - And said, "l am your most exalted lord." * So Allah seized him in exemplary
punishment for the last and the first [transgression].

This is the sunnah (path) of life. At times, we see tyrants with so much power, but slowly they are toppled
down.

Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger () as saying:

ul 4885 Y) &y 35T 2155 W3 e I gk 15E A1 30 13 JUs e B Eua o
Charity does not in any way decrease the wealth; and the servant who forgives, Allah adds to his
respect; and the one who shows humility, Allah elevates him in the estimation (of the people).
[Muslim]

Prophet Muhammad & was the most humble person, and Allah rewarded him with the highest status among
mankind. It does not matter how many ignorant people try to insult the prophet &, his status is beyond
reach.

% Meaning 2: Lowering Unbelievers

Anyone who is far from Allah’s straight path, will be lowered, no matter how much money they have or their
status in their community.

When someone only believes in what he can see and touch, and disbelieves in the unseen, he will be lowered
to live his life like animals — to eat, sleep, and procreate.

¢ Meaning 3: Raising Believers

Allah SWT will raise the status of righteous people in this life, and on the day of judgement, and bestow honor
and dignity on them. Allah Al-Rafi’ is the One Who honors His close friends in this life by making others love
and honor them.

There are people no one wants to associate with, rejected by their society. But for believers, Allah puts love
for them in people’s hearts because of their obedience and love for Him.

A believer who works hard to attain Allah’s love with obedience, Allah SWT will raise his status among

mankind and bestow favors and honor on him. These favors are material and spiritual, covering all aspects of
his life.
0T b § B3kl w1255 s 330 (a5 3855 2! Cassls (Klas sl 3b3
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Al-An’am 6:165 (beginning) - And it is He who has made you successors upon the earth and has raised
some of you above others in degrees [of rank] that He may try you through what He has given you.

People are on different levels in this life. This is by Allah’s wisdom. We all cannot be leaders, presidents, or
doctors. All levels and all professions are needed in this life.

If Allah raises one to a good position, he should be thankful, and employ it for His obedience and His pleasure.

+* Meaning 4: Lowers the Arrogant

Allah Al-Khafid is the One Who humiliates and lowers arrogant people. This is a rule in this life. When Iblis
said:

oo (e WS 46 e pHAS.AGE 35 BT Y6
Sad 38:76 - “l am better than him. You created me from fire and created him from clay.”

Allah SWT expelled him from paradise and cursed him for his disobedience and attributing to himself
something that was not true.

+* Relationship to Other Names

Other names that have a similar meaning—AI-Mu’izz Al-Muthil, The One Who Honors, and The One Who
Humbles. These names are related to dominion.

Allah SWT is the One Who gives dominion to whomever He wills and removes it from whomever He wills.

These Names are also related to dignity. Allah SWT is the One Who honors and dignifies, and it is He Who
humbles and shames.

Al-Khafid Al-Rafi’ in Our Lives

s Obey Allah

When we do something wrong, we feel uncomfortable, sad, and depressed. When we do good, we feel
uplifted, and happy.

We must understand these feelings as a sign from Allah SWT, and we should turn to Him for our happiness.
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s The Day of Judgement

People compete in this world using worldly scales and measures: money, family, fame, intelligence, etc.
On the day of judgement, Allah’s scale will be the only scale — according to piety and obedience to Him SWT.

People who were leaders and nobles in this world may find themselves lowered in utter humility. Others who
were good in this world and were considered “lower” in status, may find themselves honored in Allah’s scale.

The act of lowering and raising is a quality of the day of judgement. Some people will be lowered and cast to
hell, and others will be raised and admitted to paradise.

< Humble Yourself

We should lower ourselves willingly, and be humble to Allah, before He humbles and lowers us. The example
of Pharaoh should scare us. We may not have the worldly status of Pharaoh, but how many have a little
Pharaoh or a little Iblis in them, in the form of arrogance?

If we raise ourselves and be arrogant, Allah will surely lower us. By humbling ourselves before Allah SWT, and
striving to serve Him and help His creation, we are elevated to the rank of the close ones g 58J!.

We should be humble and lenient with others and see ourselves as one of them and not above them. This will
raise our status with them. But if we make ourselves higher than them, they will reject and avoid us.

This is more urgent when dealing with parents. We should be especially dutiful to them and favor them over
ourselves. Failing to do so is an invitation to Allah’s humiliating punishment.

«* Do Not Listen to the Devil

Obeying the devil is raising him. Lowering the devil is not listening to his evil whispers.

Lower the devil helpers by not aiding evil people and not exaggerating in respecting them and befriending
them, unless there is hope in guiding them. Honoring defiant sinners will result in legitimizing their sinful acts.
This is not befitting good believers.

< Honoring People

Raising and honoring people for some good in their character and action is a good thing and an
encouragement for them to continue the good work.

The prophet praised some of his followers with good qualities they had.
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e He described Abu Bakr as the most merciful of this Ummah.
e Umar was praised for being the strictest in implementing Allah’s orders.
e Khalid Bin Al-Waleed was praised for being Allah’s drawn sword.

The problem is when someone is praised with qualities they do not have.

Allah SWT called all prophets in the Quran by their name. When it came to prophet Muhammad &, Allah
honored him by calling him “O Prophet” and “O Messenger”.

% Following the Prophet #

Allah favored prophet Muhammad &8 with &35 & G333 — We have raised your mention.

We also can have a share of this verse if we follow the example of the prophet &. Implementing the sunnah
and modeling our lives after it, will raise our status in this life and in the next.

«* Be Humble to All Believers

The act of lowering is mentioned in 2 very similar verses:
Al-Hijr 15:88 (ending) - And lower your wing to the believers
G5l o G &) A5G add3
Ash-Shu’ara 26:215 - And lower your wing to those who follow you of the believers.

What is the difference?

Humans are drawn to their close group and people they know. If one limits themselves to one group and
reject all others, then this is a deficiency in their character.

Allah ordered His prophet to be gentle and merciful to his followers one time, and to all believers in general
the second time. Loving all believers and being good to them is the proper behavior.
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24. Al-MU’iz (The Bestower of Honor) 25. Al-Muthil (The One Who Humiliates) JdeJ! a0l ] o

24. AL-MU’1Z (THE BESTOWER OF HONOR) 25. AL-MUTHIL (THE ONE WHO HUMILIATES) 3aoJ! ] !

Jdedl

Other translations:
Al-MU’iz: The Honorer, The Exalter, The Strengthener, The Glorifier.

Al-Muthil: The Humbler, The Dishonorer, The Disgracer, The Degrader, The Humiliator.

Linguistically

The name Al-Mu’iz comes from the root ‘ayn zdy zay () j ¢), with the following classical meanings:

e to honor,

e to make strong,

e to support,

e to make victorious.

The name Al-Muthil, is the opposite of Al-Mu’iz, comes from the root dhal lam lam (J J 3), with the following
classical meanings:

e to humiliate, to abase,
e to make weak, or to tame (an animal),
e to be in full control of.

Al-Mu’iz Al-Muthil in The Quran

The two names do not appear explicitly in the Quran but are inferred from Divine acts.

The two names are opposites of each other and are linked together and cannot be separated. If taken alone,
each will portray a negative attribute, and Allah is perfect in all aspects and cannot possess a negative trait.

** Meaning 1: Humiliates to Honor and to Correct

Allah SWT humiliates to honor. He will not humiliate His creation for no reason, or for no greater good.
It is in our nature to want to be respected:

e [f a person commits a sin, he is inviting Allah’s punishment and correction.
e A person who tells a lie, and gets exposed, will be humiliated. Human means did not discover it. Allah
exposed the lie to teach a lesson.

Allah SWT may bring humiliation to correct the behavior of some people and make them return to the
honorable path.
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¢ Meaning 2: Honors and Humiliates Whom He Wills

All honor comes from Allah SWT. He bestows it on whom He wishes and withdraws it from whom He wishes.
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Ali-lmran 3:26 - Say, "O Allah, Owner of Sovereignty, You give sovereignty to whom You will and You
take sovereignty away from whom You will. You honor whom You will and You humble whom You will.
In Your hand is [all] good. Indeed, You are over all things competent.

The verse did not mention evil but only mentioned good. Allah’s attributes are all good. His Acts only lead to
good. There is no evil in His acts.

Honor and humiliation may happen in this world, but it will surely happen on the day of judgement. Allah SWT
promised to honor and support the ones who adhere to His commands. He also promised to humiliate and
defeat the ones who violate His commands.

Allah SWT is the source of honor, so we must seek honor from Him, and through adhering to His commands.

% Meaning 3: Gives Honor through Revelations

Allah Al-Mu’iz — is the One Who grants honor. He SWT honored humanity with revelations, prophets, and
messengers.

If we adhere to His Divine laws, legislations, and commands, the first fruit we reap is to live among people with
honor and respect:

e One cannot be slandered or defamed,
e One cannot be falsely accused,
e One cannot be accused of lying, simply because there is no evidence.

However, if there are deviations, like frequenting suspicious places, having notorious relationships, or
involvement in dubious transactions, we fall easy prey to slander and humiliation, even though we might be
innocent.

Al-MU’iz: He grants Honor to the one who adheres to His Divine commands.

Al-Muthill: He brings humiliation and defeat to the one who defies His Divine commands.

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 126




Al-Mu’iz Al-Muthil in Our Lives

** Human Nature

Allah created man with a body and a soul, and put three instincts that act as motivations for survival:

e The need for food and water — for survival,
e The need for spousal relations and procreation — for the continuation of the species,
e The third one is psychological, but just as important: Self-worth, dignity, and self-esteem.

In addition to the needs of the body, the soul also has needs. Man, needs to feel important, dignified, proud
of himself, and needs to be admired. Man, is pre-disposed to want to feel proud of himself, to confirm
himself, and to make others feel that he is important, excellent, mighty, or even dangerous.

One can appreciate the necessity for the first two needs. But why did Allah SWT implant in man the motives of
self-esteem, self-respect, and self-importance?

The answer is simply: This is a kind of Divine help from Allah, Most Gracious, to protect man from deviation or
going astray. Quite often, man feels worried about his good name, his honor, his dignity, his social status, his
respect, his reputation, or his prestige. He feels afraid that people may speak badly about him or find out
anything disgraceful or humiliating.

Without self-esteem, it would be easy for man to commit grievous sins and misdeeds and fall into the swamp
of vice. This is a general rule, as there are some who do not mind violating their dignity and living a life of sin.

¢ Internal Warning System

Self-esteem and dignity are things Allah installed in our nature to keep us on the straight path. No one would
like to be caught lying or stealing or committing something shameful. Allah implanted this mechanism to help
us avoid getting into trouble.

When used properly, it is very effective and helps us live a dignified life. If we take it to excess, it leads to
arrogance.

** Honorable Qualities

If we tell a lie and this lie gets exposed, we will be ashamed and humiliated.

If we are dishonest in our dealings, and we get exposed, we will be humiliated.
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If we are not chaste or get into situations where we are alone with unrelated member of the opposite sex,
nothing good will come out of it even if nothing improper happens.

Honor is in being truthful, honest, sincere, chaste, and trustworthy.

% A Smart Person

Who is smarter? A person who self-corrects before taking the action, or after paying a price for their actions.

A smart person in one who corrects himself before Allah corrects him. A believer is such a smart person. He
does not have to undergo humiliation to become honorable. When we follow Allah’s commands, we save
ourselves many difficulties and humiliation.

Learn the lesson from the beginning and be honorable to avoid paying a dear price by being humiliated.

% Beware of Bad Company

A person who associates with bad people, will want to mimic them to please them, or so as not be ridiculed.
By doing so, he will bring himself humiliation and disgrace on the Day of Resurrection.

One may be a member of a committee and rejects a bribe or refuses to do something that blemishes his
religious beliefs or character. Consequently, one might be made to resign under pressure, reproach, and
disdain. One might be described as foolish or stupid for rejecting such a tempting offer of becoming rich.

A believer endures humiliation in this world for the sake of his religion and honesty, to please Allah SWT, and
to win His generous recompense in the hereafter.

** True Honor

Glory and honor sought in something that will perish is a mere illusion. Those who derive their glory and
honor from worldly values are indeed great losers.

Sometimes, the honor of this world is a gradual lure to destruction. The true and lasting honor is the honor of
the hereafter.

Sometimes you come across someone who has everything, unmatched in beauty and elegance: his car, office,
income, business, social position, clothes, - he lives in absolute comfort and luxury in this present word, but
his end may be in Hell.
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On the other hand, you may find someone whose clothes are simple, whose food is simple, whose house is
small, and whose life is very basic, but he is dutiful and obedient to his Lord, Allah, All Mighty, and,
consequently, his end may be in paradise.

What really matters is one’s end. The ones who Allah admit to heaven will have all the honor. The ones
thrown in hell will be humiliated.

Honor of this world is attained by wealth, but honor of the Hereafter is attained by being righteous.

** Final Note

Narrated At-Tabarani in his “Al-Awsat” book of Prophetic Hadith, on authority of Sahl bin Sa’ad: Angel
Jibril came to Allah’s Messenger, (PBUH), saying,
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“O Muhammad! Live as long as you desire, you shall pass away. Do whatever you desire, you shall be
dully rewarded for it (that which you do). Love whomever you desire, you shall part with him/her. And
know that a believer’s honor is (attained) by his standing up the night (in prayer, invocation and
reading the Holy Quran); and his dignity is (attained) by his being in no need of (other) people.”

Umar ibn al-Khattab may Allah be pleased with him said:
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“We are a nation whom Allah has honored with Islam, if we seek the Honor in other than it, Allah will
humiliate us.”

Our honor is in adhering to Allah’s commands and preparing for the life to come.
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26. AS-SAMI’ (THE ALL-HEARING) asexd! 0 !

Other translations: The All-Hearing, The Ever-Listening.

Linguistically

The name As-Sami’ comes from the root sin mim ‘ayn (¢ ¢ o+) and has the following meanings:

e To hear and listen,

e To comprehend the meaning,
e To pay attention to,

e To accept, to be told.

As-Sami’ in The Quran

The name As-Sami’ appears explicitly 45 times in the Quran. It is the excessive form of the root, reflecting the
intensity in hearing, both in quantity and quality.

el gl 3hgudish dlieS uid

Ash-Shuraa 42:11 (ending) - ... There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the Hearing, the Seeing.

“* Meaning 1: Hears Everything

As-Sami’s hearing encompasses all His creation. Allah hears all sounds perfectly, apparent or hidden.
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Al-Mujadila 58:1 - Certainly has Allah heard the speech of the one who argues with you, [O

Muhammad], concerning her husband and directs her complaint to Allah. And Allah hears your
dialogue; indeed, Allah is Hearing and Seeing.

A woman (ddad cdo dJ¢3) went to the prophet to complain about her husband. He married her young, from a
big family, and with wealth. When she got older and less beautiful, her family dispersed, and her money gone,
he shunned her.

Allah heard this conversation and sent revelation to His prophet concerning her. Our mother Aisha was in the
small room with them and she could only hear parts of the conversation. Allah SWT is the perfect hearer of all
speech.

% Meaning 2: The God Who is Worshipped must have Perfect Hearing

Human hearing relies on a medium for sound to travel and reach the ears. The ear drum vibrates and sends
the messages to the brain to interpret what was heard.
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A God to be worshipped, must be able to hear his servants clearly and directly, without any intermediaries,
tools, or other means. A God must be able to hear directly whether one yells or whispers, in any situation, and
in any location. Hearing is one thing that Allah pointed out to the idol worshippers, that their deities cannot
hear them.
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Fatir 35:14 - If you invoke them, they do not hear your supplication; and if they heard, they would not

respond to you. And on the Day of Resurrection they will deny your association. And none can inform
you like [one] Acquainted [with all matters].

Hearing and responding are important Divine attributes.

+* Meaning 3: Hears with No Sound Required

Allah hears us perfectly even if we do not make a sound and replies to our requests.
Gas 2135 455 536 3
Maryam 19:3 - When he (Zakariah) called to his Lord a private supplication.

Prophet Zakariah was getting old and he was worried for the holy land. He wanted a son to continue his work.
His call to Allah was a private one and Allah heard and provided him with a son Yahya as a prophet.

As-Sami’ hears us wherever we are: in a plane, under the sea, in the depth of the earth, whether we speak or
keep it to ourselves, He knows it and hears it.

Sometimes we sit alone, quietly and we have an intimate conversation with Allah. We pray to him without our
lips moving and without anyone knowing, and He hears it completely and perfectly.

¢ Meaning 4: Perfect Hearing

As-Sami’ has perfect hearing. One sound does not distract Him from hearing another. It does not matter what
language you use — Allah hears perfectly and knows exactly what one is saying or thinking.

If we are listening and someone says something to us we get annoyed because we get distracted and we miss
part of what was said. Allah’s hearing has no such limitations or faults.

Millions of people ask Him every moment, and He hears all of them clearly and perfectly, and replies to their
requests.
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% Meaning 5: Hearing with No Waiting

As-Sami’ hears all His creation, at the same time, and with perfect clarity and comprehension.

Imagine if we had to take a number for Allah to hear our supplications, because everyone has their turn!
Praise be to Allah, hearer of All — any time, all the time, with no appointment necessary.

% Meaning 6: Makes Others Listen
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Fatir 35:22 - And not equal are the living and the dead. Indeed, Allah causes to hear whom He wills, but
you cannot make hear those in the graves.

Many verses in the Quran stress that Allah causes some to hear and other to not hear. This refers to guidance,
as some hear and follow, while others hear and turn away.

Hearts are alive with the remembrance of Allah. They are the ones who hear and follow the guidance. The
ones who hear and do not follow Allah’s commands, are like someone who is dead.

< Pairing with Other Names

‘&Aih 2~2J! All Hearing, All Knowing (32 times)
A name that appears the most with As-Sami’ (The All-Hearing) is Al-Aleem (The All Knowing).
If you want help from someone, you must explain what your situation is, before you can ask for help.

Allah is Sami’ and Aleem (All Knowing). When we need to ask Him something, there is no need to go into
detail of why we are asking. He knows it well. We go straight to the request.

He knows what we are going through, and hears what we are thinking and saying, millions and millions of
people at the same time.

Allah has perfect knowledge of what is in the hearts when He hears the supplication. He will not answer
someone who is just playing and not serious.

il aoud! All Hearing, All Seeing (12 times)

Allah sees, hears, and knows what we are thinking — He is All-Hearing, All-Seeing.
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He is always with us and sees all that we do. To Allah, there are no hidden things in His creation.

When the prophet went to Taif looking for supporters, they treated him badly and expelled him from the city,
throwing rocks at him and his servant Zaid.

After he got away from them, he took shelter in a garden and made a dua to Allah, that all what happened to
him is nothing if Allah is pleased with him.

Shortly after his return to Makkah, Allah rewarded his messenger with Isra’ and Mi'raj.
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Al-Isra’ 17:1 - Exalted is He who took His Servant by night from al-Masjid al-Haram to al-Masjid al-
Agsa, whose surroundings We have blessed, to show him of Our signs. Indeed, He is the Hearing, the
Seeing.

The night trip was a miracle. Allah did not end the verse with yu s@i S e il 0! - Allah is capable of
anything. Instead, Allah SWT ended the verse with _}3444-" el 33 4a| - He is the Hearing, the Seeing. Allah
heard his messenger’s supplication and saw what he was going through. This miracle was the reply.

&335 2+ All Hearing, Ever Near (1 time)
The name Al-Qarib (The Close One) appears with As-Sami’ (The All-Hearing).

Closeness is an assurance that no one is closer to us than Allah. He is close: He hears, and sees perfectly, so
we have no excuse not to call on Him and ask for His help.

+* Related Names

Allah is As-Sami’ (The All-Hearing) and Al-Mujeeb (The One Who Responds).
S fuaid (35 Ol Bliinls Juslas) ASH J& J Cabs Sl oy dal

Ibrahim 14:39 - Praise to Allah, who has granted to me in old age Ishmael and Isaac. Indeed, my Lord is
the Hearer of supplication.

Sometimes, we ask Allah for things and they do not materialize, or so we think. If we understand Allah’s
beautiful names correctly, we must be certain that Allah heard our supplication, and we must be certain of the
reply, unless there are reasons for the supplication not to be accepted.

Allah has perfect knowledge of what is in the heart when He hears the supplication. He will not answer
someone who is just playing or is not serious.
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As-Sami’ in Our Lives

¢ Allah is Always Listening

Our Creator is All-Hearing. This is enforced in our prayers. Allah told us to say sdws> ¢ed <l o, after we
stand from Ruku’, meaning “My Servant | am Listening”. We reply Je=d! &l Loy, All Praise is due to You our
lord. He hears us, all of us.

Allah hears all our supplications and know what is in the hearts. He also replies and provides better than what
we ask for.

We should ask Allah for all our needs, and for our happiness in this world and the next.

+* Hear what is Good, and Obey

We must only listen to what is good. Allah SWT gave us an example of what not to listen to:
ol 58] oIS sk
Al-Ma’idah 5:42 (beginning) - [They are] avid listeners to falsehood, devourers of [what is] unlawful.
The duties of a believer to the name As-Sami’, is to hear what is good, and obey.
Gabls Gaei 19)83 Al-Bagara 2:285 (partial) - ... And they say, “We hear and we obey...”

This extends to Allah’s commands, and the ones in authority, if they do not command things contrary to
Allah’s commands.

% Politeness Towards Allah

We should correct our speech and only say what pleases Allah SWT. If we truly believe He is with us, and He
hears everything we say and think, then how can we utter bad speech, or lie, or slander, or back-bite, or say
bad words?

We should speak what is good or stay silent. Allah will bestow on His close servants, a hearing that does not
accept to hear falsehood, or anything that goes contrary to Quran, or back-biting, or slander — nothing except
what pleases Allah.

May Allah bless us with such hearing and shower His mercy and blessings on us.
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27. AL-BASIR (THE ALL-SEEING) sl dlil ousl

Other translations: The All-Seeing, The All-Perceiving, The All-Comprehending.

Linguistically

Allah’s name Al-Basir (The All-Seeing) comes from the root ba sad ra () e <), which has several meanings:

e To see, to notice,
e To perceive, to understand,
e To be enlightened.

=l is the eye, or the sense of seeing.

=adlis also a light that Allah puts in the hearts of His servants and gives them the ability to see the truth.
=l is the contemplation and discovery. Sometimes you look but you do not see.

sadlis the knowledgeable person whose heart can see the truth.

The physical act of seeing is when light hits an object, reflects off it, and reaches the eye. Light is the medium
that allows the eye to see.

Al-Basir in The Quran

The beautiful name Al-Basir (The All-Seeing) appears explicitly in the Quran, 43 times, sometimes in the
absolute form x@;jl, and other times in the specific form of seeing actions a3 u3.Lu.3 G,

% Meaning 1: He Sees All that Can Be Seen

If there is anything in His creation that can be seen, Allah SWT can see it.
i) jualdl 3550k dlieS Guld
Ash-Shuraa 42:11 (ending) - There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the Hearing, the Seeing.

Allah’s perfect Divine vision is not through any medium or sense. He is far above needing any help. Allah can
see the apparent and the hidden in all things, without needing any visual sense or medium.

If we take a diamond and cover it in mud and look at it in the sunlight, it will look to us as a piece of mud.
Allah Al-Basir has the perfect vision to see things for what they are. He will see the diamond as a diamond no
matter what is covering it.
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% Meaning 2: Perfect Vision

Our vision is imperfect. We see the apparent side of things. The true nature may be hidden from our
imperfect eyes. Allah SWT sees the apparent and the hidden perfectly

Allah not only sees the apparent and the hidden, but also sees the background, the circumstance, the
intentions, and what is in the heart.

s Golasd oy L)upiiss o 1glatl
Fussilat 41:40 (ending) - Do whatever you will; indeed, He is Seeing of what you do.

If someone is hitting an orphan, we may look at this person with contempt. Allah Al-Basir sees the intention of
this person and the background of the situation. This person may be disciplining and not abusing the child.

The Divine perfect vision sees the complete truth in every situation.

+* Meaning 3: Sees and Knows Everything

Every action we do has motives and intentions that are hidden, and visible and measurable portions.
T3 O9laiS Wy Ul Gacil dus bodand 5 b (KunkH 19505 6336301 19375 YA 154,81

Al-Baqara 2:110 - And establish prayer and give zakah, and whatever good you put forward for
yourselves - you will find it with Allah. Indeed, Allah of what you do, is Seeing.

Allah Al-Basir sees our actions from all dimensions: intention, effort, actions we do, the amount of internal
struggle, and the goals we intended to accomplish, and the results of our action.

He sees it all, completely and perfectly. Nothing is hidden from Him.

+* Meaning 4: Enlightens His Servants

Allah SWT did not put man on this earth without guidance.
Al-An’am 6:104 - There has come to you enlightenment from your Lord. So, whoever will see does so

for [the benefit of] his soul, and whoever is blind [does harm] against it. And [say], "l am not a
guardian over you."

Allah SWT sent guidance and insight into how we should live our lives, to gain His pleasure, and succeed in this
life and in the next.
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He makes His servants see the truth and follow it, while others are blind to the facts, and live in darkness.

% Name Pairing

mad 2o All-Hearing, All-Seeing (12 times)

Allah sees, hears, and knows what we are thinking — He is All-Hearing, All-Seeing. He is always with us and
sees all that we do. To Allah, there is no hidden things in His creation.

1725 73 Acquainted, All-Seeing (5 times)

Allah is acquainted with all our actions and He also sees them and knows them very well.

Al-Basir in Our Lives

% Light is Needed

No matter how sharp the eyes are, we need light to see. Just like the eyes need a light to see, no matter how
sharp the mind is, it needs the light of guidance from Allah to see the truth.

Ineh B85 Sob 1 4 Stz 36
Al-Ma’idah 5:15 (partial) - There has come to you from Allah a light and a clear Book.

The mind without the guiding light from Allah SWT, is a blind mind, gone astray and makes others go astray.

+* The One Who Created Our Vision Can See Us

We must know that Allah can see us.
ohse & Jass Jf * Jsl g 4 of Caasl
Al-Balad 90:7/8 - Does he think that no one has seen him? * Have We not made for him two eyes?

It is common sense that the One Who gave us the gift of sight, can surely see us.
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s It Should Make Us Happy

It should make us happy to know that Allah SWT sees everything for what they truly are.

He sees and knows our true intentions when we intend to do good but perhaps fall short in our action, or
things come out contrary to what we intended.

Take the example of an employee who worked hard for 7 hours, then took a break for a minute to look out the
window and stretch. The manager comes in and gets angry, thinking the employee is spending his entire time
looking out the window.

Our knowledge and vision are not perfect. Allah’s vision and knowledge are perfect. He sees and knows what
we do and what our true intention is. This should make us happy and at ease to know there is no
misunderstanding with Allah.

% Incorrect Vision

A problem that affects people is having incorrect vision: i.e. seeing things other than what they are.

Self-preservation is a built-in instinct in man. So how can man disobey his maker and lead himself to
disasters? Man, wrongly sees benefit in sin, and not something he will be punished for.

People who frequent bad establishments, do so because they incorrectly see that vice will make them happy.
If they had the correct vision, they would have known that obedience to Allah is the only path to happiness.

Prophet Yusuf AS saw correctly the perils of sin, when he refused the advances of the wife of al-aziz. Compare
that to people who actively seek sin. What is different is the correctness of the vision. One sees the perils of
sin, while another is blind to it.

The prophet & used to call on Allah SWT to provide him with correct vision:
wliz U8yl Mol Sl Uyig cdslidl L) lg la> goudl Ui ol

O Allah allow us to see right as right and help us follow it, and allow us to see wrong as wrong and help
us avoid it.

It is a great bounty from Allah if we can see the truth, recognize it as such, and follow it; and see sin for what it
is, and shy away from it. There are many people who confuse the two. They see sin as something beautiful or
see faith and belief as something bad and outdated.

When our vision matches what Allah commands, our vision will be sound, and that is a great blessing.
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¢ Clarifying Things

Misunderstanding is one of the greatest cause of enmity between people.

The prophet & one night was walking his wife Safiyah when two companions were walking and then
quickened their pace as if embarrassed or suspected something. The prophet & called them and told them to
slow down, then clarified that the woman with him was his wife Safiyah. They did not suspect any ill action
from the prophet, but the prophet & wanted to eliminate any doubts the devil may place in their hearts.

We know Allah sees and knows, but people do not. It is not enough to state that Allah sees and knows, then
be embroiled in suspicions. We must clarify any misunderstanding as early as possible, to head off any future
problems. We must ward off all suspicions that may reflect negatively on our character.

+* Level of lhsan

A high level of belief is to know that Allah sees everything we do, and act accordingly.
The definition of lhsan is to worship Allah as if we can see Him. For if we cannot see Him, He sees us.

This firm belief that we are under constant watch should make committing sin very difficult.

+ Protect Your Eyes

Fearing Allah in seclusion is one of the greatest blessings we can have, because it is an indicator of the
strength of our faith and our obedience to Allah.

These eyes will be a witness on the day of judgement to what we let them see.
The eye in Arabic is called 3\43)5, meaning honored, because Allah has honored us with this sense of sight.

The prophet & taught us a supplication to ask Allah to allow us to enjoy our hearing and our vision and our
strength as long as we live.

LiaT Lo U339 ¢lylanty clisloasls Liaio ogll!
The eyes that see the signs of Allah and turn away from His disobedience — are the ones meant here.

These eyes were created to see Allah’s signs, to watch over and protect the Ummah, to shy away from
improper sights, and to shed a tear for the love of Allah.

Allah did not create this valuable sense for us to use for looking at things we should not look at. That would
be a great misuse of sight, and a sign of ingratitude.
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+* Beware!

One of the worst things we can do is to be more worried about what people would say when we commit
something wrong, and have no regards to Allah SWT, Who sees us doing it.

We should make Allah the first and only One we worry about, not the last. This is a sign of belief in Him.

Our forefathers had a good advice: If you disobey Allah SWT, do it where He cannot see you. The point is
there is nothing hidden from Him — so obey Him!

May Allah make us among His servants who have this realization and purify our senses from all that He does

not like.
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28. AL-HAKAM (THE JUDGE) pS5J1 diil gl

Other translations: The Judge, The Giver of Justice, The Arbitrator.

Linguistically

Al-Hakam comes from the root ha kaf mim (¢ & ), with the following classical meanings:

e Arbitrator or judge,

e Settles disputes and arguments,

e The one with control and authority,

e The one who has knowledge and respect.

In Arabic language, al-hakam ¢S=J! (The Judge) is of the excessive form of al-haakim ¢S\> (Ruler — someone
with authority), in quality and quantity of the action.

Al-Hakam in The Quran

This beautiful divine attribute of Allah was mentioned by the prophet # in an authentic Hadith.

Narrated Hani ibn Yazid: When Hani went with his people in a deputation to the Messenger of Allah
(#8), he heard them calling him by his surname, Abul-Hakam. The Messenger of Allah (#) called him
and said:

dLa.e Ol yB11 3 (o050 4455 Mdyl s & I,.a.bal 13] (239 O] JW&b "SI G Gi 6’&3 NPT 5&541,.5 ul ul
b 06 ah 8T ad " U6 . Ll e Aacs @ﬂdqu '-,qynwwwt.u 6" ooy dde il o il Jge
éﬂ yl cab e
“Allah is the judge (al-Hakam), and to Him judgment belongs”. Why are you given the surname
AbulHakam? He replied: When my people disagree about a matter, they come to me, and | decide
between them, and both parties are satisfied with my decision. He said: How good this is! What
children have you? He replied: | have Shurayh, Muslim and Abdullah. He asked; Who is the oldest of

them? | replied: Shurayh. He said: Then you are AbuShurayh. [Sunan Abi Dawud - Sahih (Albani)]
The Divine Act of judging appears in the Quran.
s QESI (830) U531 sl 3h3 WS 55 <l AR

Al-An’am 6:114 (beginning) - [Say], "Then is it other than Allah | should seek as judge while it is He who
has revealed to you the Book explained in detail?"
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“ Meaning 1: Authority to Judge

Al-Hakam is the One with authority to judge between truth and falsehood.

Falsehood sometimes takes hold when Allah SWT allows it to spread. However, because Allah SWT is Just,
falsehood will not last.

Sometimes a husband and wife both claim injustice, and each have their claim and evidence. Allah SWT is Al-
Hakam, He will help the oppressed, and punish the oppressor. His justice will be served.

He SWT will not judge a pious person the same way He would judge a sinner. His ruling (hukm) on the pious is
to guide him to bounties, while His ruling on the sinner is to punish him with difficulties in life.

Al-Hakam is a name that is partially realized in this world but will be fully realized on the day of
judgement and in the hereafter. This is due to Allah’s wisdom in His creation.

He may apply His judgement in this life or delay it to the hereafter. His rulings are just, and will happen,
without a doubt, unlike human rulings that sometimes cannot be implemented or enforced.

¢ Meaning 2: His Judgement is Final

Allah SWT sent His Divine commands and judgements in the Quran. They are true and perfect.

P23 &ye 87l 448 595 Of 1541 & glugh 1 (o8 13) Ao s W5 (pe3a) O 3

Al-Ahzab 33:36 (partial) - It is not for a believing man or a believing woman, when Allah and His
Messenger have decided a matter, that they should [thereafter] have any choice about their affair.

It is a heavenly item and not man-made, so it is not open for discussion, improvements, or change by anyone.
Slaall g 3h5e 48 Chas Y (855 duig

Ar-Ra’d 13:41 (partial) - And Allah decides; there is no adjuster of His decision. And He is swift in

account.

Allah SWT has the final judgement. There are no other courts to consider His judgement or overrule! Allah is
free to do with His creation what He wills. Allah made some judgements incumbent upon His creation like
dowry for woman, and inheritance laws. Allah also has judgements in His creation — like making a person a
male or a female, beautiful, smart, or otherwise.
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% Meaning 3: Perfect Rulings

Allah is perfect in His rulings and actions. Nothing happens in His dominion without His knowledge and
permission. Everything He wants happens. Anything He does not want, does not happen.

The judgement in this world is partial. Sometime, the oppressor may have the upper hand, and sometimes
justice is done.

The complete and perfect judgement is on the day of judgement. This is the time when the final and complete
justice is served.

29341 $6a ) W1 Bl g 56 Wb &t 4530 H 2 £335 oad-dakall a3 (5931 53355 Wlgacpall AR Lkl 28

Ali-lmran 3:185 (partial) - Every soul will taste death, and you will only be given your [full]
compensation on the Day of Resurrection. So he who is drawn away from the Fire and admitted to
Paradise has attained [his desire]. And what is the life of this world except the enjoyment of delusion.

% Meaning 4: The Final Judge

There is a lot of conflict on this Earth. Every party claims to be on the side of right and commits atrocities in
the name of this or that.

s 5 5 6 B 3 6 g 06

Ghafir 40:48 - Those who had been arrogant will say, "Indeed, all [of us] are in it. Indeed, Allah has
judged between the servants."

Allah SWT is the Final Judge between all disputing parties according to His perfect justice.
O 1936 oy 04351 3g255 fgandl UGalG5 pgalzl (e fusS asal

Ya-Sin 36:65 - That Day, We will seal over their mouths, and their hands will speak to Us, and their feet
will testify about what they used to earn.

Liars and criminals of this world will not be allowed to speak. Their actions will be the witness on on that day.
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Al-Hakam in Our Lives

s Authority and Knowledge

Allah gives from His generosity the ones He likes and the ones He does not like. He gave Pharaoh power and
authority over his people, and He gave prophet Sulaiman (Solomon) power and authority over his people.

However, Allah gives power and authority, along with knowledge and wisdom only to the ones He loves.

\

il (§356 G 385 - ey LSS BT (53l b

Al-Qasas 28:14 - And when he (Musa) attained his full strength and was [mentally] mature, We
bestowed upon him judgement and knowledge. And thus, do We reward the doers of good.

What a great bounty from Allah SWT, when authority, wisdom, and knowledge are all present.

s Verify before Judging

We are put daily in situations, knowingly or unknowingly, where we must make a judgement. It is very
important to verify all facts and listen to all sides before making a judgement.

S5

EreasG @1A5 B (J& 1gdeniald Wlgsmy 133 Iganal o 193550 Wy Bustd (S5l 0f 193aT Gl 1 6

Al-Hujurat 49:6 - O you who have believed, if there comes to you a disobedient one with information,
investigate, lest you harm a people out of ignorance and become, over what you have done, regretful.

Getting the facts from unreliable sources and hastening to judge people is a big cause of conflict among
people and should be avoided.

+* Judging with Quran and Sunnah

The best authority and knowledge are present in the Quran and in the Sunnah. This is the only criterion that
should be used for judging matters of dispute in this world.

Bl Linads &8 &l Sludy @Staag (Bas &l u|d4.an 192855 o el G 2885 1313 Iy RITHRY 19355 o fS)Ab Qg

An-Nisa 4:58 - Indeed, Allah commands you to render trusts to whom they are due and when you judge
between people to judge with justice. Excellent is that which Allah instructs you. Indeed, Allah is ever
Hearing and Seeing.

The order from Allah is clear and is valid until the day of judgement.
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An-Nisa 4:59 - O you who have believed, obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority
among you. And if you disagree over anything, refer it to Allah and the Messenger, if you should
believe in Allah and the Last Day. That is the best [way] and best in result.

Quran and Sunnah have the solution for any dispute in this world. It does not make sense for Allah to tell us
to resort to them, if they do not have the solution.

+» Accepting the Prophet’s Judgement is a Sign of Belief

Al-Hakam is a judge or arbitrator.

kil 19alads Cavad mbyw‘gg.\:u)! ‘&.g.w_,:r.ww_l,&mééugmy)!w”w

An-Nisa 4:65 - But no, by your Lord, they will not [truly] believe until they make you, [0 Muhammad)],
judge concerning that over which they dispute among themselves and then find within themselves no
discomfort from what you have judged and submit in [full, willing] submission.

Allah is making an oath that people who have a dispute and do not accept the judgement of the prophet, are
not true believers. This is an important verse. Any dispute among believers should be settled according to
Quran and Sunnah. When a judge rules with the Quran and Sunnah, true believers should implement his
orders.

< A Sound Heart gabas 13

It is important to meet Allah SWT, with a sound heart on the day of judgement.

Wm«mg N|*u3»}’3du&w)!‘ay

Ash-Shu’ara 26:88/89 - The Day when there will not benefit [anyone] wealth or children * But only one
who comes to Allah with a sound heart."

A sound heart does not accept any judgement that conflicts with the Quran and Sunnah, and seeks Divine
judgement, and not the judgement of man-made laws, especially when they conflict with Divine laws.
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s Calm State when Judging

Narrated Abu Bakrah (RA): | heard Allah's Messenger (#5) say, Oluat 323, uy..ﬂ o 451 4&55 ¥ - "No
judge should give judgement between two people while he is angry." [Agreed upon]

A person judging between others should be in a calm state. Justice cannot be served if the judge is angry,

hungry, afraid, in pain, or in a hurry.

We must be on the side of what is right and be just with others. Settling disputes should be done according to

Quran and Sunnah.

We should thank Allah for all His rulings on us, regardless whether we perceive it as positive or negative. Total
submission and acceptance of Allah’s judgement is what being a Muslim is all about.
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29. AL-‘ADL (THE JUST) Juall dil ol

Other translations: The Equitable, The Impartial, The Just.

Linguistically

The name Al-’Adl comes from the root ‘ayn dal lam (J > ¢ ), with the following classical meanings:

e to be just, fair, equitable, impartial,

e to adjust properly, to make even and complete,
e to straighten, to rectify, to establish justice,

e to make comfortable with what is right.

JlwieYl — Moderation: is taking a balanced approach without extremes.

Al-‘Adl in The Quran

This name does not appear in the Quran, but there is consensus that it is one of Allah’s Divine Attributes.
Al-‘Adl is the source of justice. We say Allah is Al-’Adl J&=J! instead of Al-‘Aadil JalaJl,

Allah Al-‘Adl is:

e Just in His creation,
e Just in His laws and commands,
e Just in His Divine Acts.

% Meaning 1: Just in His Creation

Allah SWT created all things in a way suitable for their function.

e The hand is in a moderate location to perform its job,
e The eyes have a moderate ability to see. If it can see perfectly, we would not want to drink the water
for all the organisms we would see in it. If the eyes could not see clearly, that would be hazardous,
e |f the ear can hear every sound, we would not be able to sleep or live in peace.
J;\.S.a JFHES "tS“’ ‘,S bl
Al-Qamar 54:49 - Verily, all things have We created in proportion and measure.

Allah is just in His creation. He creates and fashions according to the needs of His creation.

3 - @ P
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Al-Infitar 82:6/8 - O mankind, what has deceived you concerning your Lord, the Generous, * Who
created you, proportioned you, and balanced you? * In whatever form He willed has He assembled

you.

Our elbow is in an ideal position. If it was somewhere else or not there we would have to bend out to
eat our food like a cat would,

The nerves in our fingers are just right to make us feel things. If they were more active, we would be in
pain like when we get injured.

All creation were done with moderation and just proportion.

3534 5a1s Sisleldl B 0 545

Al-An’am 6:73 (beginning) - It is He who created the heavens and the earth in true (proportions) ...

There is no excess, no exaggeration, and no carelessness. Creation is done in moderation by The Just One.

The length of the day and night is justly apportioned. The number of hours is within our ability to
perform in them. If the day was 50 hours, it would be difficult.

If the size of Earth was bigger, gravity would have been greater causing our weight to be much more.
Motion would have been difficult, but Allah justly created everything in moderation.

Wheat gets mature all at the same time for ease of harvesting, while we must check each watermelon
for ripeness.

¢ Meaning 2: Just in His Commands

Allah Al-‘Adl is just in His commands and laws. He did not order us to do what we are not capable of.

i Y] Lokl 2 a5 9

Al-Baqara 2:286 (beginning) - Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity.

He ordered us to fast 30 days and not 6 months, which would have been difficult,

He ordered us to pray 5 times and not 50 times, which would have been difficult,

He ordered us to make the pilgrimage once in a life time and not yearly,

The Zakat was made 2.5% which is doable and not a great burden,

Allah gave us special permission if we were sick or travelling to ease on some of His commands like
prayers and fasting for example.

Minding what we look at was ordered in moderation with room for necessity.

)Ll b Igaad5 fuie§all U3
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An-Nur 24:30 (beginning) - Say to the believing men that they should lower their gaze
Had Allah said ‘6)\4497 Igsa£, we would all perish because we cannot do that all the time.

He said M)Lsé-ﬂ &e. You are walking, and you catch a glimpse of something you should not look at for a
fraction of a second. That cannot be helped. That is fine if you lower your gaze after realizing what it is.

This is a moderate command.

% Meaning 3: Just in His Acts - Jeadl > e 3

Allah is Just in all His Divine Acts. If someone is dutiful to his parents, Allah will send him children who will be
dutiful to him. The opposite is also true.

Allah will never commit any injustice to His creation. He is perfect and above any fault.
25 08 98835 (il C3a8 b danas o4 (3L L

Ash-Shuraa 42:30 - And whatever strikes you of disaster - it is for what your hands have earned; but He
pardons much.

Our sins invite Allah’s punishment. Many times, the punishment is of the same nature as the sin. His justice
may not always be apparent to us. We may only be aware of one side of the story.

A person or a group of people may be inflicted with a disaster or a disease. In our limited knowledge, we may
think it unfair. We do not know Allah’s wisdom in His acts, but we can be sure that He is Just.

Al-‘Adl in Our Lives

R/

«» Being Just is an Order from Allah

Being just and doing justice is not optional in this life. Allah made it very clear when He SWT said:

S,es 5% -

D935 (Sl pﬂaau @4.][9 )S.mﬂg RN O u‘w_g 3}&” $d sl.u[g uLwa-}’[g dJ.an ”b «ul 6!

An-Nahl 16:90 - Verily, Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving to relatives and He forbids
immorality and bad conduct and oppression. He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.

Yt L’o.g.:a(jﬁ a&@ljgéfeﬁwu&d g\a)s)’b w.un,n P Ps.wu,uygm ;u@w iy ‘,w,s Ig368 163aT Eaddl (@1 G
b\pu}&x“wus‘uﬂ QLQ |},a 3| |33la u[g |3J..\.u ol ‘53.@“ 255

An-Nisa 4:135 - O you who believe, be persistently standing firm in justice as witnesses for Allah, even
if it be against yourselves or parents and relatives. Whether one is rich or poor, Allah is more worthy of
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both. Follow not your desires, lest you not be just. If you distort your testimony or refuse to give it,
then Allah is aware of what you do.

These commands apply equally to unbelievers as they apply to believers. Muslims should be just and fair to
everyone in every circumstance.

+* Moderation in Everything

Our main duty to Allah’s Divine attribute Al-‘Adl is to be just and moderate in everything.

Example 1: Women

If we take love of women as an example: The extremes are immorality and total denial. People on the
extreme lust after every woman and commit terrible sins. People on the negligent side fall short of their
spousal duties to the point of creating marital issues. Moderation is in chastity: not lusting after the forbidden
and not ignoring the allowed.

A woman came to Al-Khalifa Umar and said:

b 0gSiS Lgi): P.b.)ai & JUad celk>9) 3 A gyb: Jad ae <l @2 o Bl daidy o) «plgd plgso 379 O) (e gl ML
> clde Y O 4 JBg cdousadg 4o sloxd d>dad Vg S

O Leader of the Believers, my husband is always fasting or praying at night. Umar did not understand what
she was trying to tell him and said “May Allah bless your husband”. One person in his court told Umar that
she was actually complaining about her husband, and not praising him (this person did not sleep with his wife
because he is fasting the days and praying the nights).

Umar brought the husband and advised him saying: “Your wife has a right on you”.

Example 2: Children

We should be moderate with our children. We should not give them in excess to the point it spoils them, nor
neglect them to the point they hate us.

Note that justice is different from equality. For example, the needs of a 20-year-old son is not the same as a 5-
year-old. Justice is to give each what is appropriate for them.

Example 3: Anger

When we get angry we should not be reckless nor be cowards. Bravery with wisdom is moderation.

Example 4: Middle Nation

Allah has designated this Ummah as a moderate one among the nations.
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Al-Baqara 2:143 (beginning) Thus, have We made of you an Ummah justly balanced

We believe in all the messengers and act as just witnesses that they have delivered Allah’s message. The
middle nation here also carries the meaning of “The Best” — opposite of extreme.

s The Day of Judgement

The final justice will be served on the day of judgement. Perfect justice requires the existence of this day
when all records are sealed. No one will fully realize the extent of their actions until all the records are sealed.

Good and bad deeds may continue past death. Full justice demands the existence of this day when perfect
judgement will be served. People who think they escaped from punishment in this life, will not escape on that
day.

+* Treat Others Like You Want to be Treated

If we do harm to others, Allah will surely punish us —and many times in kind. If we insult someone with a
disability or a fault they have, Allah will punish us and inflict us or someone near with the same. We see many
examples in life to confirm this. Preachers going on TV criticizing someone, only to find later that they are
committing the same infraction.

We must be aware of the justice of Allah. If we do good to others for the sake of Allah, Allah will reward us.

Abu Hurairah (RAA) narrated that the Messenger of Allah (£8) said:

G T4 e &l 7, s J& 73 (13, 9993‘63*%5&‘*%5 &z "‘w-‘v l»v‘-"wfw‘bﬁuﬂsﬂuﬂuww
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“If anyone relieves a Muslim believer from one of the hardships of this worldly life, Allah will relieve

him of one of the hardships of the Day of Resurrection. If anyone makes it easy for the one who is

indebted to him (while finding it difficult to repay), Allah will make it easy for him in this worldly life

and in the Hereafter, and if anyone conceals the faults of a Muslim, Allah will conceal his faults in this

world and in the Hereafter. Allah helps His slave as long as he helps his brother.” [Muslim]

Allah Al-‘AdI will reward in kind, or punish in kind according to His wisdom.

It is better if we forgive people and not insist Allah punishes them. If we insist on accurate accounting, then
the justice of Allah will require that we should be judged in kind.
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We should be good to others, forgive their infractions, with the hope that Allah will forgive ours, and reward
us on the day of judgement.

% Mol pwlwl Juatl The Basis of Dominion is Justice

The basis of dominion is justice. This is a Divine Rule.

No ruler or nation will continue to exist without justice being at the heart of its existance. The examples in
history are many. This rule applies to all people, believers and non-believers.

Allah SWT will support a non-believing nation, if it is just, and He SWT will not support a believing nation if it is
unjust.

¢ Things we Cannot be Just About

We will not be able to be just in some circumstances. Love is one such case. A person cannot help loving one
child more than another, but he must treat both with justice.

¢ Justice is From Allah Only

Allah SWT is the source of justice, and has the final say in what constitutes as justice.

Convincing a judge, for example, to rule in your favor, when you do not have the right, will not save you from
the justice of Allah. The prophet warned his companions that he can only judge with what is presented to
him. Some are more eloquent than others, and may convince him to rule one way or another.

The final and only justice, is the justice of Allah. Any judgement that does not conform to the truth, is
described as a piece of the fire handed over to the unjust. Worldly courts and judgements will not protect
one from the punishment of Allah, so we must be very careful!
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30. AL-LATIF (THE SUBTLE ONE) caskalll «ifl ol

Other translations: The Subtle One, The Gracious.

Linguistically

The name Al-Latif comes from the root lam ta fa (< L J), which carries the following classical meanings:

e To be gentle, kind, and gracious,
e To be subtle and imperceptible,
e Knowing the minute details of things — apparent and hidden.

Al-Latif in The Quran

Allah’s name Al-Latif (The Subtle One) appears 7 times in the Quran: 2 times specified, and 5 times in the
absolute, coupled with another name, Al-Khabir (The All-Aware).

sl Call 33 12 o s
Al-Mulk 67:14 - Does He who created not know, while He is the Subtle, the Acquainted?

The 2 specific mentions, the name appeared in relation to Allah’s servants and to Allah’s will.

% Meaning 1: To be Subtle and Imperceptible
A Ladall 3h35LaR 235 3h5 Ll 435 Y

Al-An’am 6:103 - Vision perceives Him not, but He perceives [all] vision; and He is the Subtle, the
Acquainted.

Allah’s subtle nature make Him imperceptible to us. Many times, we are not aware of His acts or do not
comprehend them.

< Meaning 2: Knowing the Minute Details — Apparent and Hidden.

Al-Latif carries the meaning of knowing intimate details.

sl Cadalll 3hs FIE 5a wlas i

Al-Mulk 67:14 - Does He who created not know, while He is the Subtle, the Acquainted?
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Lugman 31:16 - [And Lugman said], "O my son, indeed if wrong should be the weight of a mustard seed
and should be within a rock or [anywhere] in the heavens or in the earth, Allah will bring it forth.
Indeed, Allah is Subtle and Acquainted.

He SWT is well acquainted with the smallest details of His creation. He knows what is in our hearts, and what
the eyes intended to see. He knows it to the smallest of details, and nothing is hidden from Him.

Allah knows His creation. His knowledge is complete and perfect down to the smallest detail.

¢ Meaning 3: Invisible in this World, Visible in the Hereafter

It is Allah’s wisdom and majesty that we cannot see Him in this world as a test for us.
S Cadalll 35551 )35 3h5 SLal 44,45 Y

Al-An’am 6:103 - Vision perceives Him not, but He perceives [all] vision; and He is the Subtle, the
Acquainted.

Our worldly nature cannot handle seeing Allah. It is impossible. Testing would have been meaningless if we
could see Allah in this world, and punishment was immediate. No one can tell who is good or bad because
there is no test. We cannot deserve paradise unless we obey Allah willingly without seeing Him.

Allah SWT will allow the believers to see Him in Paradise as a reward and as an honor.
B0 455 ) * 8l dsagi st

Al-Qiyama 75:22/23 - [Some] faces, that Day, will be radiant, * Looking at their Lord.

% Meaning 4: Gentle, Delicate, Kind, and Gracious

303301 g8l 50335 ) )35 oobiay Cadal il
Ash-Shuraa 42:19 - Gracious is Allah to His servants: He gives Sustenance to whom He pleases: and He
has power and can carry out His Will.

e
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Yusuf 12:100 - And he raised his parents upon the throne, and they bowed to him in prostration. And
he said, "O my father, this is the explanation of my vision of before. My Lord has made it reality. And
He was certainly good to me when He took me out of prison and brought you [here] from Bedouin life
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after Satan had induced [estrangement] between me and my brothers. Indeed, my Lord is Subtle in
what He wills. Indeed, it is He who is the Knowing, the Wise.

Allah SWT is kind to His creation. He provides and sustains them in a gentle and kind way that is pleasing to
them. He guides His servants to what is good for them out of His kindness and generosity.

Allah SWT is merciful with the sinners and calls them to come back to Him in repentance. Allah knows all the
details of His creation, and He is gentle and fully acquainted with them.

Example 1: Subtle Company

If a person shadows you for a period of time, you will get tired of them, and lose patience. Allah SWT is with
us all the time, but because He is “Latif” (Gentle), this proximity is transparent to us.

Al-Latif guides us to what is best for us in such a subtle way that does not affect us negatively. He guides us to
a good marriage, a good job, success in this life — in a very subtle and unobtrusive manner.

Example 2: Subtle Watch

Imagine how you feel when you know there are cameras watching you. You will be anxious, disturbed,
paranoid, and not in a good state of mind. Allah is with us watching continuously, our inside and outside.
Nothing we say, do, or think is hidden from Him.

This does not bother us, because Allah is Al-Latif. His watch is subtle and gentle and on the contrary, is a
reason for calmness and happiness.

Example 3: Creation and Provision

Al-Latif is the One Who makes it easy for His servants to live and navigate this life. We exist with the Grace of
Allah SWT. We were nothing and He brought us into existence, gave us our provisions and all kinds of
bounties in this life.

Many of Allah’s bounties are given to us without asking, and without knowing the full extent of them. He gave
us abilities that helps us in this world — without asking for it. He helps us perform our jobs and makes it easy
for us in ways we cannot perceive.

Example 4: Gentle in His Orders

Allah is gentle in His orders. Prayers are not difficult and do not take a lot of time from our day. He ordered
us to fast one month in a year and not the entire year.

Allah did not prohibit many things from us, just a few like pork and intoxicants. The lawful things are so much
more. Many of the prohibitions came gradually, like intoxicants, to make it easy on people to comply.
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Allah gave us a license when necessary out of His mercy and kindness. If we are sick we do not have to fast. If
we are traveling, we can shorten and combine prayers.

< Name Pairing

The only Divine attribute of Allah that appeared with Al-Latif is Al-Khabir — The Well-Acquainted. Al-Khabir is a
higher attribute than Al-Aleem — The All-Knowing. Expertise includes much more than just knowledge.

Allah’s knowledge of what we do is done in a way we do not feel it. Allah is subtle in His ways, and His
knowledge is complete and perfect. People may think Allah does not know or is not fully aware of what they
are doing just because they cannot perceive His presence because He is Al-Latif.

Allah added the attribute of expert knowledge to remove any doubt from our minds. He created us, and He is
fully acquainted with our nature, thoughts, deeds, down to the smallest of details.

Al-Latif in Our Lives

** We are not Alone

Allah is with us all the time and is fully aware and is a witness to everything we say, do, and think. Allah SWT
tests us by being imperceptible, to see what we will do when we are alone.

It is a higher state of faith when we know that Allah is with us all the time. This is the state of /hsan.

+* Detailed Knowledge

Be knowledgeable and detailed as much as possible. Understanding the apparent and hidden meanings of
things, the background, and minute details are signs of great intelligence. This is an admirable quality.

+» Call to Allah with Gentleness and Kindness

When Allah SWT ordered prophets Musa and Harun to go to Pharaoh, He instructed them to speak gently.
(shebg 3 33 el G Y35 4 ks * (3B ) 03833 ) b

Taha 20:42/43 - Go, both of you, to Pharaoh. Indeed, he has transgressed. * And speak to him with
gentle speech that perhaps he may be reminded or fear [Allah]."
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There is no need for harshness in dealing with others. When we enjoin good and forbid evil, we should do it in
a gentle and wise manner.

% Be Kind to Others

We must be gentle and kind with others, just like we want Allah to be gentle and kind to us. Our treatment of
others should be based on kindness and forgiveness. When others make a mistake, we should be gentle if we
correct. This was the practice of our beloved prophet.

e If you know something bad about someone, conceal it!

e [f you act, act gently.

e If you implement something, do it gradually to make it easier.
e [f you call to Allah’s way, do it with mercy.

e Make it easy on people and do not make it difficult.

May Allah SWT be gentle with us and help us be gentle with others.
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31. AL-KHABIR (THE MOST ACQUAINTED) _axseJil il !

Other translations: The Most Acquainted, The Knower of Reality, The Knower of Inner Truth.

Linguistically

The name Al-Khabir comes from the root kha ba ra (b < ¢), which has the following classical meanings:

e to know, or be aware of, to understand the inner nature of something,
e to know the reality of something,

e to prove, try, test by experience (resulting in inner knowledge),

e toinform.

The title Khabir is given to someone who has deep knowledge and experience with the intricate nature of the
subject of their expertise.

Al-Khabir in The Quran

The name Al-Khabir appears 45 times in the Quran, in both the specific and the absolute forms.
3l Cagalll 3b3 13 s (s Y
Al-Mulk 67:14 - Does He who created not know, while He is the Subtle, the Acquainted?

This is a logical statement: The One Who creates, is an expert concerning His creation. Allah’s beautiful name
Al-Khabir denotes an understanding of the inner qualities, secrets, and true reality of all creation.

% Meaning 1: Knows Everything, Apparent and Hidden

Allah SWT is the One Who has perfect knowledge and understanding of the true reality of all things. Allah’s
knowledge with our actions is perfect. He knows the action, but also knows the motive and the intention
behind it.

Someone may do a good deed, but deep inside they intended something else. This complete knowledge is
only for Allah, Who is well-acquainted with His creation.

Ogaieias oy - 1 Do) 531 QU3 fdrad I9ahss ayliadl (s gkt una3all U8
An-Nur 24:30 - Say to the believing men that they should lower their gaze and guard their modesty:
that will make for greater purity for them: And Allah is well acquainted with all that they do.

Nothing escapes Allah’s perfect knowledge. No human can tell if one steals a glance at something forbidden.
Allah in this verse used His Divine attribute Al-Khabir to let us know He will know it, because He is well-
acquainted with our intentions and actions.
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% Meaning 2: Well-Acquainted with His Creation
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Al-Isra 17:30 - Indeed, your Lord extends provision for whom He wills and restricts [it]. Indeed, He is
ever, concerning His servants, Acquainted and Seeing.

Hlad Gy ms éu’ and us Hglass ly 4ul3, appear many times.

Allah has the expert knowledge with His creation. He may drive calamities to His servants for a wisdom only
He knows. He knows us very well. He knows that if He makes someone rich, he will go astray. He knows if He
makes someone poor, he will go astray.

We must trust His actions because He knows us inside and out.

+* Meaning 3: Expertise not Through Trial and Error

For humans, to become an expert one must get a lot of knowledge, go through trial and error to gain the
expertise needed. Designs go through many revisions and improvements. This expertise also changes with
time as more knowledge is discovered.

Allah’s knowledge is perfect and unchanging. This knowledge existed before creation and does not change.
The human body for example has not changed since Allah created Adam. His perfect knowledge of our
creation does not change and is not acquired through trial and error. It is perfect from the start and does not
change with time.

+* Difference between Al-Aleem and Al-Khabir

Both attributes of Allah, Al-Aleem (The All Knowing) and Al-Khabir (The Expert) imply perfect knowledge. A
Khabir is Aleem, but Aleem is not a Khabir

Al-Khabir implies knowledge of the apparent and the hidden, the motives and the background.

For example: | place an object in front of me — If you see me put it there then you are Aleem about this object.
A Khabir is someone who also has this knowledge but also knows the motivation, the circumstance, and the
hidden intent behind the action. This is a higher level of knowledge.
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% Name Pairing

The name Al-Khabir was coupled with other Divine attributes of Allah:

3 @S> Most Wise, Acquainted (4 times)
Allah is Wise in His commands and rulings, well acquainted with the results of all actions.

I3 Lude All-Knowing, Acquainted (4 times)

Allah combines perfect knowledge, with the complete knowledge of the hidden aspects and the intentions.

a1 Cadalll Most Subtle, Acquainted (5 times)

Allah is Subtle and Gentle with us. Allah SWT is assuring us that He is well Acquainted with the actions and
their results and circumstances.

1725 1763 Acquainted, All-Seeing (5 times)

Allah is Acquainted with all actions. He also sees them and knows them very well.

Al-Khabir in Our Lives

** Mend Your Ways

If we fully comprehend this name and know that Allah is well-acquainted with our actions and our intentions,
then how can we disobey Him and commit sins?

He knows what we think, what we do, and what our intention is. The visible and hidden sides of actions are
equally known to Allah. We are an open book.

This is part of Ihsan, to know Allah is with you all the time and is well-acquainted with what you do.

«* Trust in Allah

If we understand that Allah is Al-Khabir, then we must trust Him in any situation that may come our way.

He wants good for His servants, so anything that happens to us, good or bad, is good for us. He SWT knows
what is best for us and we should trust Him. This should give us peace in our life.
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+» Call on Him in Secret

Allah knows very well what is in our hearts and what we think to ourselves. We can call on His favors without
saying a word because He is Al-Khabir, He knows the hidden and all its detail and circumstances.

s Obey Allah

Success is not due to our efforts but is a bounty from Allah. Intelligence is not due to our effort but is a
blessing from Allah.

If you buy a complicated machine, you must read the manual or hire an expert to show you how to use it. If
you do not, you risk damaging it and losing it.

Allah SWT is the ultimate Expert, and the path He showed us is the path we must follow if we want to be
successful. Allah created us and knows our thoughts and desires. He is sparing us the perils of trial and error
and giving us the trusted path that has no pitfalls. The smart ones will follow it.

% Be an Expert

We were created to take care of this world. Becoming an expert in areas that benefit humanity is a great goal
and the realization of the name Al-Khabir in our lives.

We must have goals, and work towards these goals with expertise and knowledge. The way we go about it
should be the lawful way. This is the only way to success.

¢ Be a Self-Expert

Another important expertise is to be well acquainted with our selves. How is our belief? How is our action?

We must be experts with ourselves to know when we are deviating from the straight path and correct the
course. We should realize the intricate reality of this worldly life and recognize its deceptions. The devil and
our desires will try to lead us astray with evil whispers.

We should be experts at recognizing these evil tricks and act accordingly.
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32. AL-HALIM (THE FORBEARING) palzull il gl

Other translations: The Most Serene, The Most Kind and Gentle, The Forbearing.

Linguistically

This name comes from the root ha Idm mim (» J ), and has the following classical meanings:

e to be forbearing, mild, lenient, clement,
e to be forgiving, gentle, deliberate,

e to be leisurely in manner, not hasty,

e to be calm, serene,

e to manage one's temper,

e to exhibit moderation.

Forbearance is patience and delaying punishment from a position of strength and ability.

Al-Halim in The Quran

The name Al-Halim is mentioned explicity in the Quran 11 times.

s JohE I Olapgis Ll BR JET5.l il G ekl HUaiid AR Lulula.o:d ) 1 a5 (ke 13355 Gl ]

Ali-lmran 3:155 - Indeed, those of you who turned back on the day the two armies met, it was Satan
who caused them to slip because of some [blame] they had earned. But Allah has already forgiven
them. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Forbearing.

The name Al-Halim is also deduced from some verses, where the attribute does not appear explicitly.
Gpins J2 ) $43555 S5 &5 e GHe 5 B egallly ol A1 U515 35

An-Nahl 16:61 (Partial) - And if Allah were to impose blame on the people for their wrongdoing, He
would not have left upon the earth any creature, but He defers them for a specified term.

+* Meaning 1: Delaying of Punishment out of Mercy

There are wrong doers and there is sin. There are oppression and transgressions that require punishment.
Why does Allah delay punishment?

If Allah exacted punishment right after a sin has been committed, then the act of forbearance is meaningless.

Allah is perfect and will not delay the punishment to cause a bigger punishment later. This is called hatred and
holding a grudge.
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Hatefulness and revenge are faults in human character. Some people may delay punishment either because
they are not able to, or to cause a bigger punishment later. Allah is perfect, and this type of behavior does not
befit His Divine perfection.

If Allah cancels the punishment, that is not the act of a Halim. It is the act of 1,.i 1 sés Pardoning and
Forgiving. When Allah delays punishment, it is to allow the sinner to repent and come back for forgiveness.
This is the act of Al-Halim — The Forbearing One.

¢ Meaning 2: Merciful with His Creation

The system of parenthood — mother, father, children — on the surface is raising children and setting them on
their way. There is another hidden meaning behind this system — to know Allah by example.

A father may neglect himself for his family, only to experience ungrateful behavior from them. A fatheris
merciful with his family and will ignore many hurtful behaviors from his children and is very forgiving and
happy when they mend their ways and come back to him. Same for the mother.

'Umar bin Al-Khattab (May Allah be pleased with him) reported:

Some prisoners were brought to Messenger of Allah (¥) amongst whom there was a woman who was
running (searching for her child). When she saw a child among the captives, she took hold of it, pressed
it against her belly and breastfed the child. Messenger of Allah (£) said,

“Wul gy Yl 8B (30 3lay eyl Al :JB . lsly Y LB § U1 § g Aoyl Blpall oda 091"

"Do you think this woman would ever throw her child in fire?" We said, "By Allah, she would never
throw the child in fire." Thereupon Messenger of Allah (¥) said, "Allah is more kind to his slave than
this woman is to her child". [Bukhari and Muslim]

The love that parents have for their children is meant to give us a glimpse of Allah’s mercy and forbearance.

+* Meaning 3: Delays Punishment from a Position of Power

Allah is in full control of everything. Nothing escapes His knowledge or His power.

If a person commits a sin, Allah Al-Halim will give him some time. If he comes back to Allah in repentance,
Allah will accept him. If he does not repent, Allah may delay his punishment because he will always be in
Allah’s dominion and reach.

In many verses where the name Al-Halim appears, the name carries also a threat of punishment. Allah warns
us that He is Forbearing, and this delay of punishment does not mean it will not happen!
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% Name Pairing

a1 %588 Forgiving, Forbearing (6 times)
pals 3908 15, @8060 Caas ey (SUSIE S5 BSGlai § 9dlb Al SIs15 Y

Al-Baqara 2:225 - Allah does not impose blame upon you for what is unintentional in your oaths, but

He imposes blame upon you for what your hearts have earned. And Allah is Forgiving and Forbearing.

Allah is telling us He forgives the sins. Forbearance here is a threat of punishment for the ones who persist
and do not stop and repent.

axda ade All-Knowing, Forbearing (3 times)

s 9983

519: 835 S35 04U 300* G335 A5 340 A Glgelas ) 2 (3550 1550 3 19k &5 Ul Junio § 1953 B Gy
Al-Haj 22:58/59 - And those who emigrated for the cause of Allah and then were killed or died - Allah
will surely provide for them a good provision. And indeed, it is Allah who is the best of providers. * He
will surely cause them to enter an entrance with which they will be pleased, and indeed, Allah is
Knowing and Forbearing.

Allah knows His servants very well. He knows the intention behind their actions. He is also forbearing and will
delay the punishment to give time to repent. This is also a threat to the ones who persist in disobedience.

ada (& Free of Need, Forbearing (1 time)

pals fab 1563 gacks Bl b RS B3ada5 (393ah U5
Al-Baqara 2:263 — Kind speech and forgiveness are better than charity followed by injury. And Allah is
Free of need and Forbearing.

Allah Al-Ghani does not need charity. Its benefit comes back to us. Al-Halim here means He will delay
punishment for the one doing the injury — meant as a warning of punishment.

ada 5484 Appreciative, Forbearing (1 time)

s 598 2ty (T 54455 (T akeli) Gas- Lbs8 15,8 o]
At-Taghabun 64:17 - If you loan Allah a goodly loan, He will multiply it for you and forgive you. And
Allah is Most Appreciative and Forbearing.
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Allah SWT encourages us to spend in His way. If we do, then He is appreciative of it. However, if we do not
spend, then Allah is forbearing — will delay the punishment to allow us to go back to Him. He will forgive the
shortcomings and hide the faults.

Al-Halim In Our Lives

«* Be a Halim

There are attributes exclusively for Allah, and others that we are encouraged to emulate. This beautiful Divine
Attribute of Allah is one that we can have a share of.

Forbearance is a great trait in humans. Showing patience, not rushing to judge or punish, staying calm and be
forgiving all fall under this attribute.

It was narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas that the Prophet (£) said to Al-Ashajj Al-‘Asari: (dfﬁiii{,@giéﬂ‘ c—uY)
sy alod! 21 agiond iliad Gl &)

“You have two characteristics that Allah likes: Forbearance and modesty.” [Sunan lbn Majah — Sahih]

Forbearance is patience and delay in punishment from a position of strength and ability.

Allah Al-Halim loves for His servants to be forbearing. This quality in human behavior is admirable.

We all get angry. When we get angry we say and do hurtful things. This does not lead to peace in a family or
in a society. If we cannot be forbearing, then we should at least pretend and suppress the anger.

Otgeundel) G Q13 ol 2 (318J15 B3I el 15

Ali-Imran 3:134 (ending) - ... and who restrain anger and who pardon the people - and Allah loves the
doers of good;

A believer may be boiling on the inside, but the outside looks calm, for the love of Allah! This self-control
requires a lot of practice, but the reward is great in this life and the next with the right intention.

In the beginning, you must force yourself and pretend. With practice and the help of Allah, it becomes part of
your character. Forbearance and forgiveness are great signs of maturity and strength.

Narrated Abu Huraira: Allah's Messenger (¥) said,
ol e 405 ag @01 Ao 3] sl ol ol

"The strong is not the one who overcomes the people by his strength, but the strong is the one who
controls himself while in anger." [Bukhari]
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s Example of A Forbearing Child

When Allah SWT gave the glad tidings to His beloved prophet Ibrahim of a son, He described him as a
forbearing son.

-9 4 %

‘:"” ‘:M.”: OG: z:.
As-Saffat 37:101 - So We gave him good tidings of a forbearing boy.

This son was prophet Ismail AS. The quality of Halim was demonstrated in Ismail’s acceptance of Allah’s
command for prophet Ibrahim AS to sacrifice him.

ol o U1 2l o) i 3a 3 W Jadl ol § U605 130 56 el 31 aGadl g 3l () 33 6 0B (i aas 35 A1
As-Saffat 37:102 - And when he reached with him [the age of] exertion, he said, "O my son, indeed |
have seen in a dream that | [must] sacrifice you, so see what you think." He said, "O my father, do as
you are commanded. You will find me, if Allah wills, of the steadfast."

The quality Halim was very appropriate as it includes the meanings of maturity, sound decision making, and
patience that Ismail showed in complying with Allah’s orders. It is rare to find these qualities in a boy, 12-14
years or so.

s Self-Control

Many crimes and injustice happen in a moment of rage. Developing the good habit of forgiving and forbearing
will result in inner and outer peace. You will be safe and peaceful, and others around you will be safe.

The prophet £ is our greatest example. In the incident when our mother ‘Aisha was accused of an immortal
act, the prophet # maintained the highest levels of forbearance and patience for an entire month before Allah
revealed verses declaring her innocence.

Many men would have been enraged if they were in the same situation and caused great injustice before all
the facts were known.

Allah gave us forbearance to act as a guardian to protect us from rash actions that have disastrous outcome.
This is one of the forms of Jihad — the great Jihad — controlling the self and the desires.

¢ Do Not Judge

If we see others committing sins, or not on the straight path, we should be patient and forbearing with them.
Cursing them, calling them names, or threatening them with Allah’s punishment may not help them return to
the straight path. It may be a reason for their insistence on their wrongful acts.
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Patience and forbearance are the example of the prophets when dealing with their people. Allah SWT is the
Judge, and we are not! We only call to His way with wisdom, and in the best of ways. This quality of
forbearance is essential when calling others to the path of Allah.

Correcting wrongs is hard and requires patience, like taming a wild horse. It takes time, and there will be
setbacks and hurtful things before results are achieved, if at all.

Never belittle a sinner. A repenting sinner may surpass many pious people in closeness to Allah. Praying for
sinners to be guided is the best approach.
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33. AL-‘AZIM (THE MAGNIFICENT) pesda=)! <« !

Other translations: The Magnificent, The Great One, The Most Grand, The Greatest.

Linguistically

The name Al-‘Azim comes from the root ‘ayn za mim (¢ & ¢), with the following classical meanings:

e to be great, large, big,

e to be vast, huge, enormous,

e to be greatin rank, important, or dignified,

e to be imposing, powerful, superior,

e to be magnificent, honored, revered, sublime,
e to be immense, lofty,

e to be above imperfection.

Humans use this title to signify honor and position, like a king or a tribal leader.
el A5EN ()5 U35 e STl 1h U35 Y3 1985

Az-Zukhruf 43:31 - And they said, "Why was this Qur'an not sent down upon a great man from [one of]
the two cities?"

Al-’Azim in The Quran

The beautiful name, Al-‘Azim, is mentioned explicitly in the Quran6 times.
pg-la-dl ey p—wb ai-wa appears 3 times: Al-Wagi'ah 56:74 & 96, and Al-Haqgah 69:52.
So exalt the name of your Lord, the Most Great.
This is an order in the Quran specified in three different places to exalt the Most Great Lord.
The name also appears once with the Divine Name, Allah.
pudanll Ul 55 I B8 &px 5Kt B53 &ghiin gh53 dludus § &5* bolio pummdl @3% 85143 89l

Al-Haqqah 69:30/33 — (the person that receives his book in his left hand) [ Allah will say], "Seize him
and shackle him. * Then into Hellfire drive him. * Then into a chain whose length is seventy cubits
insert him." * Indeed, he did not used to believe in Allah, the Most Great.

The name is also mentioned in the Sunnah.
Abu Hurairah (RA) reported: The Messenger of Allah () said,

pedaad! dll Ol codezeg dlil Ol 10pemmydl ] Ol cOlpall (§ O cOluddl (e Oliands- Olials
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"There are two statements that are light for the tongue to remember, heavy in the Scales and are dear
to the Merciful: [Glory be to Allah and His is the praise, (and) Allah, the Greatest is free from
imperfection]'." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

** Meaning 1: Allah’s Greatness Cannot be Grasped

Allah, 4= =, is Most Great in His Divine Self, Most Great in His Divine Attributes, and Most Great in His
Divine Acts. His essence goes beyond our best comprehension. The collective mind power of humanity
cannot begin to realize His greatness.

Whatever we may imagine Allah to be, He is far above it in ways we cannot imagine. Only Allah knows His
Own Divine greatness. Our knowledge is relative and limited. Even the closest messengers did not have the
full knowledge.

Allah’s Knowledge is perfect and absolute. Creation was nothing at one point in time, then came into
existence. People start poor then get rich. Allah’s greatness,| Like Himself, is ever-existing. His greatness has
no beginning and no end.

Greatness of the Divine Self - 413 § pulas

Allah’s existence is Most Great. He does not need anything or anyone for His Existence. His existence is self-
existence.

Greatness in His Divine Knowledge - 4sls ‘3 P,Ja.c
Allah’s knowledge is perfect and encompasses all His creation. It is perfect and infinite.

Greatness in His Divine Ability - )49 § esdas

Allah is capable of anything and everything. Nothing is impossible for Him.

Greatness in His Subjugation - 5,43 J pelas

Allah subjugates the tyrants. He subjugates all creation with death. One day tyrants are famous and in
control, the next day they are an example to mankind.

Greatness in His Dominion - dUalw 3 eulas

Allah’s dominion covers everything in existence. There is no escape from Allah. We may escape from one
country to another. Allah’s power and reach are infinite and encompass all.
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¢ Meaning 2: Allah SWT is the Source of His Own Greatness

Greatness in people comes from others paying complements and showing respect to them, even if they do not
deserve it.

Allah SWT is Great because it is His Divine nature. If people praise Allah or not, it will not affect His greatness.
The only expression in Islam to convey His majesty is A1 ] (God is greater), meaning no matter what we
imagine, Allah is much greater.

% Meaning 3: The Universe Testifies to His Greatness

If we start contemplating this Universe, we will get a glimpse of the Divine greatness and majesty. All the stars
and galaxies in the universe make up the first heaven. This first heaven is like a granule of sand relative to the
second.

Each heaven is insignificant compared to the next. All 7 heavens combined are insignificant compared to the
Allah’s throne. We need years at a very high speed just to reach Mars. There are stars, millions of light years
away.

palae O9alaS 31 Qo) Ll5* pgseill aB1a fudl BB
Al-Waqi’ah 56:75/76 - Then | swear by the setting of the stars, * And indeed, it is an oath - if you could
know - [most] great.

Modern science speculates that some of the stars we see may no longer be there. Their light takes so long to
reach us. This great oath is relative to the position of the stars and not the actual stars.

¢ Name Pairing

POL-EY A ‘_;laﬂ appears 2 times:

padas! {Ja 3he oglad> 5594 V3003915 Ialedd) LwsS guwd
Al-Baqara 2:225 (ending) ... His Kursi extends over the heavens and the earth, and their preservation
tires Him not. And He is the Most High, the Most Great.

Allah is the perfection of Greatness. His Greatness cannot be grasped by vision or comprehended by intellect.
To Allah belongs all dignity, honor, praise, greatness, and magnificence — because He is perfect in all aspects,
Most High in attributes and acts.
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+* Related Names

Al-Jalil (The Maijestic): is greatness in attributes.
Al-Kabir (The Most Great): denotes the One Whose essence is greatness.
Al-‘Azim (The Magnificent): is greatness in both attributes and self.

Al-Mutakabbir (The Supreme): is an empathic form which denotes actively using rights, privileges, rank, and
attributes that are beyond the rights of everyone else.

Al-‘Azim in Our Lives

** Great Nations

The Quran has relayed the stories of great nations, who built their greatness at the expense of others. They
became arrogant and tyrannical. Their end was utter destruction.

‘Ad, the people of prophet Hud were such people.

7
ae

&?‘2@—? af.?.ﬁ: :‘.?.r:LS&‘j* bj”lffc os’ﬁl,’, éw 63-: ~% b :".:o.’. @T&Q:Kg&ﬁ»f‘

Ash-Shu’ara 26:128/130 - Do you construct on every elevation a sign, amusing yourselves, * And take
for yourselves palaces and fortresses that you might abide eternally? * And when you strike, you strike
as tyrants.

This nation had physical strength, great architecture, monuments, and military might. Instead of using their
resources in the service of Allah and mankind, they used it to subjugate others.

Cpnaiiis 19965 duldl oB pbiad aikEl HURLEN A8 (53-paiSlak o oS G U8y 35439 13E)
Al-‘Ankabut 29:38 - And [We destroyed] 'Aad and Thamud, and it has become clear to you from their

[ruined] dwellings. And Satan had made pleasing to them their deeds and averted them from the path,
and they were endowed with perception.

All the while, they claimed to be guided and were deluded in their misguidance and proud of it. When Allah
SWT described their tyranny, He did not say they did it in their own country. They transgressed in all lands
they could get to.

S § 1335 Gl
Al-Fajr 89:11 - [All of] whom oppressed within the lands

This description fits many nations in modern history and the punishment will surely come to the arrogant.
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¢ True Belief Comes from Knowledge

Many people conceptually believe there is a God. Their actions many times contradict their words. A thief
may invoke Allah’s protection as he is disobeying Him. This type of belief is of no value.

Any person living a life of sin has no faith, or his faith has no value, because actions do not demonstrate the
realization of Allah’s Greatness.

el iy a8V 68 &

Al-Haqgah 69:33 — (the person that receives his book in his left hand) Indeed, he did not used to
believe in Allah, the Most Great.

Underline the word Al-‘Azim. This person may have believed in God, but this belief did not come from
knowledge. It came from ignorance and false hopes.

Someone with knowledge of the attributes of Allah will surely fear Him. This is the belief that saves from
punishment. People who invoke Allah SWT, but do not know Who He is, and at the same time glorify their
own self, knowledge, and acts — their belief is of no value because they do not realize Allah’s Greatness, and
act accordingly.

** Human Character

Some people are honored and appreciated in their communities, because of position or an admirable trait or
knowledge. When this greatness becomes pride, it becomes a sin and a character deficiency.

On the authority of Abu Hurayrah: the Messenger of Allah (£8) said:
S W35 clagha 1315 5250 3ad ()] dataadly ¢ 313y 2SI 55 36 vl OB

Allah (mighty and sublime be He) said: Pride is my cloak and greatness My robe, and he who competes
with Me in respect of either of them I shall cast into Hell-fire. [Abu Dawud]

We are slaves of Allah and we should act with humility and submission. Tyrants and transgressors, no matter
how much they do and how long they live, will be subjugated with death one day and return to Allah, The
Most Great, for judgement.

¢+ Honor Allah and His Symbols

ol 38 o0 BB <l 3lad (s 023 €U
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Al-Haj 22:32 - That [is so]. And whoever honors the symbols of Allah - indeed, it is from the piety of
hearts.

Honoring and glorifying Allah SWT includes honoring all the things He declared sacred, like His book Al-Quran,
His close servants, the believers, houses of worship, and sacred places.

+* Be Humble

Allah SWT, in His infinite wisdom, made us weak so we need Him for everything. This is a blessing. Our life is
with an order from Allah, and our death is with an order from Allah.

Humble believers will attribute things to Allah: Allah made me successful, Allah blessed me. When Allah’s
Greatness fills the heart, the own self will diminish, and we will realize how much we need Allah. The world
with its glitter will move from the heart to the hand.

If we seek greatness in this world, it is with being humble and helpful to Allah’s creation. Honor and greatness
comes from Allah and He bestows it on His servants.

We must respect Allah’s Greatness, and humble ourselves to Him and serve His creation.
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35. ASH-SHAKOOR (THE MOST APPRECIATIVE) )il alil ous!

Other translations: The Most Grateful, The Most Appreciative.

Linguistically

The name Ash-Shakoor comes from the root shin kaf ra (» £ ), with the following classical meanings:

e to praise or commend for a benefit,
e to offer thanks, acknowledgement,

e to be thankful, grateful,

e to produce, supply, give bountifully.

The word Shukr (uﬁa-rf::-)f) is used many times by Arabic speakers for “Thank You”. The linguistic meaning of
J:(.:“a is “to increase” or “abundance”. The attribute shakoor in Arabic is given for example to an animal (!>

295) or to land ()& (2)).

The example of a she camel: with a little bit of feed she produces so much more in return (milk, baby camels,
meat, etc.).

The same thing can be said for the land: a little water gives back so much more in abundant crops.

J:(.:ﬁ: is the act of giving back much more in return, no matter how small the original act was.

Ash-Shakoor in The Quran

The name Ash-Shakoor is mentioned explicitly in the Quran, 4 times. Another similar attribute — Shaakir, is
also mentioned, but it is not considered a beautiful name.

Shakir (Ju 4S1) is someone appreciative for certain things, but perhaps not others. This appears twice in the
Quran, paired with the name Aleem (All-Knowing).

Shakoor (- J,g) is the excessive form of the root, and implies abundance in appreciation for any acts, no
matter how small or large they are. This form is more fitting as a beautiful name.

+* Meaning 1: Appreciative, No Matter How Small the Offering is

Allah Ash-Shakoor appreciates good acts, no matter how small they are, and rewards back many folds, in this
life and in the next.

The key is we must offer something, no matter how small. Allah will not appreciate if we offer nothing! Offer
something, anything!
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The following verse illustrates the point:

4 358 & CBAE oya5.03 580 § 853801 ) 153 |w§1u1y&£uww| I9le2d 1587 Gl b3lis Al 28 It U3
395k 394k 2l )bl gad

Ash-Shura 42:23 - It is that of which Allah gives good tidings to His servants who believe and do
righteous deeds. Say, [0 Muhammad], "I do not ask you for this message any payment [but] only good
will through kinship." And whoever commits a good deed - We will increase for him good therein.

Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Appreciative.
One good deed! That is all that is needed for Allah in return to appreciate it and increase the reward for it.

e If we give a thirsty animal some water, Allah will appreciate and reward for it,
e [f we smile to another person, Allah will appreciate and reward for it,
e If we kiss our mother’s hand, Allah will appreciate and reward for it.

So many acts may look insignificant, but Allah will appreciate them and reward abundantly for them.

Ash-Shakoor will not forget any good act we do, no matter how small, and will reward for it in
abundance.

'Adi b. Hatim reported that the Messenger of Allah (#) said:
3B 481505 S A (ab 8345 By 35 50011945

"Guard yourselves against the Fire (of Hell) even if it be only with half a date-fruit (given in charity);
and if you cannot afford even that, you should at least say a good word." [Bukhari and Muslim]

Even the insignificant half of a date offered, Ash-Shakoor will appreciate it, and reward for it by saving from
the fire. We should not belittle any good deed no matter how small it is. Allah SWT will reward for it!

Allah will even thank us and reward us for our intention, even if we tried but could not deliver.

** Meaning 2: Increases in Returns

Shakoor is the excessive form of the root. All the verses that have the name Ash-Shakoor, has words in the
verse signifying “more” or “multiple”.

395 Joak ) abiad o3 ehlugis phist fdassd

Fatir 35:30 - That He may give them in full their rewards and increase for them of His bounty. Indeed,
He is Forgiving and Appreciative.

pals- 5985 158K 5ads éﬁwwwwﬁwﬂwﬂd
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At-Taghabun 64:17 - If you loan Allah a goodly loan, He will multiply it for you and forgive you. And
Allah is Most Appreciative and Forbearing.

X

395k Soak Al O] Bl §d 4 3p > G55 43

Ash-Shura 42:23 - (ending) And whoever commits a good deed - We will increase for him good therein.
Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Appreciative.

The appreciation is never little. It will always exceed the expectations, and it will be abundant.

¢ Name Pairing

39%& 394 Forgiving and Appreciative (3 times)
355 Jghk djcalhb b ehliyis phisd (éid3d

Fatir 35:30 - That He may give them in full their rewards and increase for them of His bounty. Indeed,
He is Forgiving and Appreciative.

When we do good, we may also do some wrong, then we will wonder will Allah accept and reward the good
deed even though we have many bad ones?

The name Al-Ghafoor appears with the name Ash-Shakoor, telling us that Allah will forgive the wrong and
appreciate and reward the good. What a great assurance!

sl 358K% Appreciative and Forbearing (1 time)
fuks- 598 5. 480 50455 80 adelia) Gas L3S Al 19yl 0f

At-Taghabun 64:17 - If you loan Allah a goodly loan, He will multiply it for you and forgive you. And
Allah is Most Appreciative and Forbearing.

Forbearance is to restrain anger, give respite, and not hasten punishment. Allah accepts from us the smallest
of good deeds and forgives our sins. He SWT multiples every good deed many times, but He never punishes a
sin for more than it deserves, and only if He does not forgive it.

pude 35U Appreciative and Knowing
ekl 35U 1 OB - B35 525 Lagy CB353 o e £ B 52381 of Sl 7 radudll Uik 3o B34l il O

Al-Baqara 2:158 - Indeed, as-Safa and al-Marwah are among the symbols of Allah . So whoever makes
Hajj to the House or performs 'umrah - there is no blame upon him for walking between them. And
whoever volunteers good - then indeed, Allah is appreciative and Knowing.
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We may do good and no one knows about it. No one will appreciate. However, Allah is All Knowing. This is
another assurance from Allah that even if no one knows, He does, and He will appreciate and reward.

No good deed will ever go un-noticed or un-appreciated with Ash-Shakoor.

Similar Verbs

395 39h3) G55 b)-035d1 Ge Cad sl Ly dasdl 15363

Fatir 35:34 - And they (believers in Heaven) will say, "Praise to Allah, who has removed from us [all]
sorrow. Indeed, our Lord is Forgiving and Appreciative -

These two verbs (Hamd and Shukr) are similar in meaning, but in opposite directions. The first (Hamd -
thanks) we do towards Allah, and the second (Shukr - appreciation) is Allah’s response towards us. It is like an
infinite loop. We thank, He gives, so we thank, so He gives more...

Ash-Shakoor in Our Lives

** Incentive to do Good

This beautiful name of Allah is all about optimism, calling upon us to be ambitious and work harder in worship
and all that is good.

395 Spab Q- abia s phivyih phist S5

Fatir 35:30 - That He may give them in full their rewards and increase for them of His bounty. Indeed,
He is Forgiving and Appreciative.

«* Our Duty Towards This Name

1. sldac Give generously and help fellow man in distress. Allah will appreciate it and help you on the day of
judgement.

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Prophet (£) said,

,Jw
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"He who removes from a believer one of his difficulties of this world, Allah will remove one of his
troubles on the Day of Resurrection; and he who finds relief for a hard-pressed person, Allah will make
things easy for him on the Day of Resurrection; he who covers up (the faults and sins) of a Muslim,
Allah will cover up (his faults and sins) in this world and in the Hereafter. Allah supports His slave as
long as the slave is supportive of his brother; and he who treads the path in search of knowledge, Allah
makes that path easy, leading to Jannah for him; the people who assemble in one of the houses of
Allah, reciting the Book of Allah, learning it and teaching, there descends upon them the tranquility,
and mercy covers them, the angels flock around them, and Allah mentions them in the presence of
those near Him; and he who lags behind in doing good deeds, his noble lineage will not make him go
ahead."[Muslim]

2: 83bie Worship Allah with all your strength. Increase in any good deed you can do: extra prayers, learning
Quran, fasting, getting closer to Allah, etc.

3: u=2a) Have Ikhlas (sincerity, dedication, devotion, loyalty, faithfulness, ...)— all good deeds should be done
for Allah only and the reward is only expected from Him. No one else can reward you for the deeds you do
like Allah will, so why go to someone else?

Expecting reward from other than Allah will cause us to lose the reward for the deed and angers Allah.

«» Ash-Shakoor and Paradise

The greatest manifest of Allah’s name Ash-Shakoor is paradise! Allah is appreciative of whatever little good
deeds we do in this life, that He forgives us and prepares a reward so immense that we cannot imagine!

How long is our life in this world compared to the Hereafter? His reward is infinite! He is Ash-Shakoor!

60?70?80 years? Not even that. 15 years until puberty, then a third of our life we spend sleeping. Another
third is spent earning a living. What is left? 17-20 years?

The reward of good deeds in these limited 17-20 years of obedience to Allah is eternity of bliss? Even these
years are all mixed with confusion, sin, and wasted time. He SWT still accepts this little offering and rewards
infinitely for it.

Ash-Shakoor — The one who rewards small acts with so much we cannot imagine.

Mathematically, any number divided by infinity is 0! All the good deeds we do in this world compared to
Allah’s infinite reward is nothing! Do we deserve paradise for whatever little good deeds we do in this life?
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Because Allah is Ash-Shakoor, He will reward our few deeds with an infinite bounty. Glory be to Allah Who
gives an infinite reward for what amounts to nothing in comparison.

We should strive to increase in good deeds in this life, to secure our real life in paradise. Ash-Shakoor will
accept all what we do for His sake and amplify the reward from His bounty. The more deeds we do, the

greater the reward.
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36. AL-‘ALIl (THE MOST HIGH) %42J! <l gl

Other translations: The Exalted, The Most High, The Sublime.

Linguistically

The names Al-‘Alii and Al-A’la come from the root ‘ayn lam waw (9 J ¢ ), opposite of lower.

e to be high, elevated, lofty,

e to be exalted, to ascend,

e to be higher, to exceed, surpass,
e to overcome, overwhelm,

e to advance, promote, rise above.

¢laJl is to go higher, and in common meaning is to be high in stature, or high in elevation.

Al-‘Alii in The Quran

The beautiful name Al-‘Alii appears explicitly in the Quran, 8 times.

Allah SWT described Himself in the Quran as p-a-\a-J! ,_,hJ! 33— He is the Most High, The Most Great.

% Meaning 1: Most High in All Attributes

Al-“Alii is the One Who is most high, owner of perfect power, honor, dignity, and all beautiful attributes. Allah
is high above all what does not befit His perfection and magnificence.

Highness is in stature and not physical, which is not befitting the majesty of Allah’s Divine Self. This is a name
of transcendence — negating all meanings that do not befit His majesty.

% Meaning 2: Allah’s Essence Cannot Be Grasped

Allah SWT is most high in His Divine self, in His Divine attributes, and in His Divine acts. His essence is beyond
our comprehension. The collective mind power of humanity cannot begin to realize His greatness. Whatever
we may imagine Allah to be, He is far above it in ways we cannot imagine.
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Highness of the Divine Self - &Il gle

Allah’s does not need anything or anyone for His existence. His existence is self-existence. He is high above all
His creation. He is high above our intellect that we cannot grasp His essence. His Divine Self is high above
having equals or partners.

Highness in His Divine Attributes - &laallg yudll gle

Allah’s attributes are perfect and high above all His creation in every aspect. Nothing is like Him or has any of
His Divine qualities. He has the perfection of all attributes of magnificence, omnipotence, honor, greatness,
beauty, perfection, power, generosity, compassion, and all perfect attributes.

Highness in His Subjugation - y¢&)! ¢le

Allah has subjugated all His creation with His infinite power. He is High above all His creation. Minds are lost in
His magnificence, unable to imagine His perfection. This is another form of subjugation.

% Meaning 3: Exalting of His Servants Does Not Increase in His Stature

People are raised and lowered with the praise or insult of others. Some may have helpers who raise their
stature by providing great advice and consultation.

Allah is Most High in the sense that His Stature is self-existent and not acquired - 451y ‘_;l:-

e |[f all of creation gathered to praise Him, they will not increase His Stature,
e If all of creation gathered to insult Him, they will not decrease His Stature.

His Highness comes from His Divine Self and is not acquired and does not change with time.

% Difference between Al-‘Alii, Al-A’la and Al-Muta’al Jlaisllg AsY19g A=l

gbdl Al-‘Alii is the attribute of exaltedness and highness above all His creation in all meanings.
AV Al-A’la carries the meaning of comparison — He is Most High, and nothing is higher or above.

J3JI Al-Muta’al is the One Who subjugates His creation with His infinite power. His Greatness makes Him
high above all.

The name JJl does not befit Allah since it allows sharing, while Al-‘Alii JaJ! does not allow sharing.
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% Name Pairing

The name Al-‘Alii in the Quran is coupled with three other divine names:

JyS-" ‘,Ldl The Most High, The Grand (5 times)
2SI 4 b i G5 Yol 5b digd e Gs25 b O 351 3h dul b U

Al-Haj 22:62 - That is because Allah is the Truth, and that which they call upon other than Him is
falsehood, and because Allah is the Most High, the Grand.

Allah is Grand in everything, Most High above all His creation.

p:'-lﬁ-’-" ‘_;laﬁ The Most High, The Most Great (2 times)
polaall (a1 385251 § g clzleddl § G &

Ash-Shuraa 42:4 - To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth, and He is
the Most High, the Most Great.

To Allah belongs all dignity, honor, praise, greatness, and magnificence — because He is perfect in all aspects,
Most High in attributes and acts.

oS5 (A& The Most High, Wise (1 time)

PSS 48 ) 2LES G 4330 (omoid Yol uid 31 il 6159 000 31 U5 ) A1 a5 o L4 O 3
Ash-Shuraa 42:51 - And it is not for any human being that Allah should speak to him except by

revelation or from behind a partition or that He sends a messenger to reveal, by His permission, what
He wills. Indeed, He is Most High and Wise.

Allah is wise in the display of His Highness. It does not befit His stature to talk to man directly.

Al-‘Alii in Our Lives

«* Do Not Evaluate Others

It is not our job to evaluate the stature of others. This belongs exclusively to Allah SWT.

Narrated Um Al-Ala’: That when the Ansar drew lots to be matched with the emigrants, the name of
‘Uthman bin Mazun came out (to be in their lot). Um Al-Ala’ further said, "Uthman stayed with us, and
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we nursed him when he got sick, but he died. We shrouded him in his clothes, and Allah's Apostle
came to our house:

4T ) G ydd 163 " ehang dgle bl (oo (501 J DUBD 201 Gla8T ST Gl (9G53 o dlil Ul clile i dass Ldd
413})& L3|3 Enasdl . 3. HERHRRIRE P.ngcw.sa.ul&pml gy UGS d‘g.«gbk;lgw| db @alyu.lu
;}mhm Jgay b|_9 5).)”»4,0[9 ‘J\aﬂ

| said, (addressing the dead "Uthman), 'O Abu As-Sa'ib! May Allah be merciful to you. | testify that
Allah has blessed you.' The Prophet (#) said to me, "How do you know that Allah has blessed him?" |
replied, 'l do not know O Allah's Messenger (#8)! May my parents be sacrificed for you.' Allah's
Messenger (£8) said, 'As regards "Uthman, by Allah he has died and I really wish him every good, yet,
by Allah, although | am Allah's Messenger (£%), | do not know what will be done to me.' [Bukhari]

It is more fitting for us to be “hopeful” of Allah’s mercy. No one was given the glad tidings of heaven
except 10 people. Umar, one of the 10, used to inquire from Huthaifa if the prophet named him among
the hypocrites.

s Humility

High Stature belongs to Allah only, because of His perfection. For humans, it is a character flaw and a sin to
act haughty and arrogant.

Our duty to the name Al-‘Alii is in opposite sense. Being humble is fitting for a helpless creation.
There is a difference between:

e “lamrich”, and “Allah has blessed me with wealth”,
e “l'am ascholar”, and “I am a seeker of knowledge”,
e “l am successful”, and “Allah has blessed me with intellect and guidance to be successful”.

Only Allah has the right to exalt Himself, because it is true. We are weak and depend on Allah for our next
breath. Humility is more fitting for us.

The highest honor comes from the highest levels of humility to Allah and the service of His creation. Allah did
not raise anyone’s stature like He did for His beloved prophet Muhammad 5.

21383 &l Gad33 - Ash-Sharh 94:4 - And raised high for you your repute.
The prophet was most humble to Allah and submitted completely to His will.

With non-believers, we should be strong and powerful. Humbleness should be displayed with Allah and with
fellow believers. We should never humiliate ourselves. Allah does not like that. Humility with dignity is what
is needed.
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¢ One Exception

Allah is Al-‘Alii — Most High. We are weak humans and our natural state is humility — with one exception.
Allah wants us to aim high in all matters:

e Loving Allah the most and not someone who makes us forget Allah,

e Loving the hereafter and not getting lost in this world,

e Loving the pleasure of knowing Allah and not money and material things,

e Refraining from useless acts like boasting about lineage and material possessions.

If we want success in this life and the love and help of Allah SWT, we must humble ourselves and act with the
highest of human standards He SWT laid for us.
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37. AL-KABIR (THE MOST GREAT) %31 til !

Other translations: The Most Great, The Greatest, The Perfection of Greatness.

Linguistically

The name comes from the root kdaf ba ra (» < &), with the following classical Arabic meanings:

e to be greatin size, to be vast, formidable,
e to be greatin age, old,

e to be greatin rank and position, a leader,
e to be great in dignity, noble, and majesty,
e to be greatin learning, knowledgeable,

e to have rights above others.

In Arabic, the reference to a leader is pg&/! S He usually is: The leader, the noblest, the most honored, the
oldest, the wisest, the most knowledgeable, and the most experienced in running affairs.

Al-Kabir in The Quran

The name Al-Kabir (The Most Great) is mentioned explicitly in the Quran, 6 times.

s
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Al-Haj 22:62 - That is because Allah is the Truth, and that which they call upon other than Him is
falsehood, and because Allah is the Most High, the Most Great.

Allah, with His infinite power and ability, exalted His Divine Self high above all His creation.

+* Meaning 1: Obeyed Without Being Seen

Human rulers must be seen to be obeyed. They may even need help to rule and be obeyed. Allah is perfect in
His greatness. His servants obey Him without the need to see Him. Allah is high above pleading with us to
obey Him and do what He wants us to do.

Allah is Most Great. He needs no one and nothing, and all creation is subservient to Him.

+* Meaning 2: Majesty and High Esteem

Everything in existence is lower and subservient to Allah’s majesty and greatness.
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Sad1 503301 303 ,03915 Clgledd! § 26T &g
Al-Jathiyah 45:37 - And to Him belongs [all] grandeur within the heavens and the earth, and He is the
Exalted in Might, the Wise.

No one is greater than Allah in any aspect. All pride and majesty belong to Him exclusively. Allah ordered us
to exalt Him and make takbeer to testify to His Greatness.

He did not order us to exalt Him for His sake. We do it for our sake, so we are happy and content, and get
closer to Him so we can fulfill our role in this life.

55 &35 Al-Muddathir 74:3 - And your Lord glorify

We must realize the greatness of Allah, and our weakness and dire need for His help.

% Meaning 3: Dignity and Honor

Pride, dignity, and honor all belong to Allah SWT. He has all the attributes of greatness and majesty.

His greatness comes from the perfection of His Divine Self. Anything that starts from nothing and has an end
is not perfect. Allah SWT has no beginning and no end. He is perfect, self-reliant, and self-existent.

Allah is greater than everything —in His Divine Self, in His Divine Attributes, in His Divine Acts, in His Majesty
and Greatness. His servants lower themselves to His Greatness and beg for His bounties.

The name Al-Kabir is higher than Al-Azim. We say »S! 4l instead of olas! .

Glory and majesty are included in the meaning of greatness.

+» Difference Between Al-Kabir, Al-Akbar, and Al-Mutakabbir

All three names convey similar meaning of greatness. This is like the difference between Jlaielly AsYig glaJl
Sl — Most Great. This is in the absolute form of greatness in Divine Self, Attributes, and Acts.
SVl - Greater — implies comparison. The comparison is omitted because all things are included.

%)l — High above All in Greatness, Pride, and Majesty. He subjugated all others to His Greatness.

< Name Pairing

The name Al-Kabir appears with the names Al-’Ali (The Most High), and Al-Muta’al (The Exalted).
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J)JSJ! L,la-ﬂ The Most High, The Grand (5 times)

° %
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Al-Haj 22:62 - That is because Allah is the Truth, and that which they call upon other than Him is
falsehood, and because Allah is the Most High, the Grand.

Allah is Grand in everything, Most High above all His creation.

Jis)l ;&) The Grand, The Exalted (1 time)
JREA 801 83015 Lokl e
Ar-Ra’d 13:9 - [He is] Knower of the unseen and the witnessed, the Grand, the Exalted.

Allah is Grand in everything, Exalted in All His attributes.

Al-Kabir In Our Lives

«* Human Nature

Human nature gravitates towards greatness. We are created with the love of perfection in our nature.

We follow people thinking they are perfect and then we get disappointed. There is no disappointment in
following Allah, the Most Great.

When man gets closer to Allah SWT, he will have great relief and happiness in closeness to the Greatest, the
Most Merciful, the Omnipotent, the Most Knowledgeable, the One with all Perfect Attributes.

+* A Great Person

The definition of a great person is one who acquires greatness, then uses it to help others become great. A
great teacher spends many years learning and becoming great, then helps students learn and become great.

If someone does not help others, and just stops at his own greatness, no matter how high, is called selfish. A
person is not great if he is very knowledgeable, but his family is ignorant.

High status with Allah SWT is achieved when one perfects their manners and knowledge, then spread it to
people around them in a positive manner.
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+* Levels of Greatness

Al-Isra 17:21 - Look how We have favored [in provision] some of them over others. But the Hereafter is
greater in degrees [of difference] and greater in distinction.

In this life, kings and beggars are equal when it comes to enjoying food, warmth, and the like. The issue with
ranks of this world is they are temporary and perish with death. Death is the great equalizer, where all levels
of people are made to be equal.

The true and everlasting ranks of greatness, and various degrees and distinction, are reserved for the
hereafter.

¢ Choose Your Company Wisely

Keeping company with people at your level may be enjoyable but does not bring additional benefit because all
are equal. People at a lower level, do not offer any benefit for growth. Choosing the company of people
higher than you bring the most benefit, as you learn from them and grow.

The company you keep will have a great effect on you. It is better to choose the company of the righteous,
the wise, and the knowledgeable.

** The Greatest Prize

Q3 78T 1 55 Blgby- 002 wls § dub (SLas) g (nllls SEYI @3S oo )35 wbs wlebally Guedadl 4 g
el 53801 3h
Ali-lmran 3:72 - Allah has promised the believing men and believing women gardens beneath which
rivers flow, wherein they abide eternally, and pleasant dwellings in gardens of perpetual residence;
but approval from Allah is greater. It is that which is the great attainment.

In this verse, after Allah SWT tells us of all the wonders and bounties in heaven, He tells us that His Approval of
the believers is a greater reward.

Allah’s Pleasure and Approval is a great prize we can hope from Allah in this world and in the next. The
acceptance of creation will not benefit anyone if the Creator is not pleased. Obedience to Allah is what drives
someone’s rank in this world and the next.
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< Allah is Most Great S bl

Sl is a phrase we repeat often, especially when witnessing a great event. What we mean by this phrase is
that no matter how great the matter is, Allah is Greater. We are affirming Allah’s Greatness in this statement.

We open our prayers with this call, and repeat it throughout the prayer, testifying that no one is greater than
Allah in all aspects or matters. We prepare our hearts for an intimate conversation with Allah and leave all
worldly matters behind because Allah is more important and greater than anything else we may be occupied
with. This is reverance gg-&.

When we start our prayer, we are the slaves approaching the King of kings. It is fitting that we say Allah is
Greater S 4.

This phrase is sometimes misused in instances not befitting it —as in being impressed with manmade things. It
is more fitting for this phrase to be used for the great signs of Allah SWT.

+* Great in the Eyes of Allah

When a servant glorifies Allah, and makes Him his highest priority, this person becomes great in the eyes of
Allah and among the close ones.

When a servant runs after people and humiliates himself and forgets that Allah is the source of all things, this
person becomes small in the eyes of Allah.

.. 22 5.8 o 7 078} J,’.OE— ‘:105 T - 2L\~
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Ali-Imran 3:139 - So do not weaken and do not grieve, and you will be superior if you are [true]
believers.

With belief, we must have confidence and trust in Allah. He will take care of us in the world and in the next
and will elevate our status.

There is a difference between two people telling non-believers that they do not consume Alcohol. One gives
the reason that he has digestive issues, and the other is proud to comply with Allah’s orders.

We should be proud of our faith and our compliance with Allah’s orders. This is our honor in this world.

This is the true meaning of God is Greater S| 4. We put Allah first in our lives.
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38. AL-HAFEEZ (THE PRESERVER) lasaz)! <l !

Other translations: The Preserver, The Protector, The Guardian.

Linguistically

The name Al-Hafeez comes from the root ha fa za (¥ <& ), with the following general meanings:

e to preserve, guard, protect, take care of,
e to prevent from perishing or becoming lost,
e to be watchful, mindful, attentive, vigilant.

Al-Hafeez in The Quran

Allah says in surat Hud: Bis o0 8 Je 358
Hud 11:57 (ending) ... Indeed, my Lord is, over all things, Guardian.

This beautiful name of Allah appears explicitly in the Quran, in 2 forms: $23> and a&>. The name Al-Hafiz is
specific, and the name Al-Hafeez, appears 3 times, is in the absolute and excessive form.

% Meaning 1: Does Not Forget psls (o2 Lasd>

Allah SWT does not forget. The knowledge of all of what we say, do, and think are preserved. Allah will never
lose this information, and no power in His creation can remove even one letter.

On the day of judgement, all deeds will be displayed in a fair and irrefutable manner.
;533).9 GBS Al-Mutaffifin 83:9 - It is [their destination recorded in] a register inscribed.

Can anyone argue with a traffic ticket, sent with a video showing the car driving through a red light? In this
book of record, every infraction is preserved with visual evidence. No page can be removed. This is from the
meaning of Hafeez — protection from forgetfulness or lack of attention.

3 Y9 35 i Y08 § 35 e gale 96

Taha 20:52 - [Moses] said, "The knowledge thereof is with my Lord in a record. My Lord neither errs
nor forgets."
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% Meaning 2: Preserve — Opposite of Squandering, Loss, Abandonment gz 3-{0 Zgi Jasaz

Allah SWT will never abandon a believer.

Al-Hafeez will protect and preserve a believer’s health and faculties, wealth, family, and success. Al-Hafeez
will preserve and protect a believer’s faith, deeds, and reward, in this life and in the next.

e A believer who does not slander others will be rewarded in this life with a good reputation.
e A believer who does not lust after women will be rewarded with a happy marital life.

il y3l (o gl 4l (a5 5 i o Slgaas 4

Ar-Ra’d 13:11 (beginning) - For each one are successive [angels] before and behind him who protect
him by the decree of Allah.

Allah SWT send His angels to watch over and protect man in this world.
Al-Hafeez has promised to protect and preserve the Quran.
Gethdlad & Gl 3801 GI55 4l Gy

Al-Hijr 15:9 - Indeed, it is We who sent down the Qur'an and indeed, We will be its guardian.

** Meaning 3: Divine Protection

Al-Hafeez SWT protects His servants from all that they dislike. His Divine Protection is of two types:

General Protection: This applies to all creation. Allah SWT created everything and facilitates what it needs for

its existence. He guides creation to what is best for them. He protects the heavens and earth from perishing.
He sends angels to protect man, by Divine order.

All created things require the protection of Allah to continue to exist.

e Heavens and earth are protected from veering off course or perishing.
e Allah protects the weak from the strong, the good from the evil, bodies from illnesses, etc.

Oybyis 0435 53 0B b JBapa53) Ha 15 JiL (5385 0 U9

Al-Anbiya 21:42 - Say, "Who can protect you at night or by day from the Most Merciful?" But they are,
from the remembrance of their Lord, turning away.

Special Protection: This is reserved for His servants. He protects their body and faith and make them firm on

His path in this world. He protects them from enemies and evil plots.
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Our life is in the hands of Al-Hafeez. We go to sleep every night with no assurance we will ever wake up.

All things are in Allah’s hand and we must submit fully to His will to earn His special protection.

Al-Hafeez in Our Lives

< Human Nature

Self-preservation is a key human nature trait. We spend much of our time acquiring things and guarding it.

It is our nature to acquire and preserve our health, wealth, children, jobs, safety, freedom, etc. The effort we
spend getting things is sometimes insignificant compared to the effort needed to preserve them.

All the effort we do to preserve the things we care about, is just the human means. We should not forget that
Allah is the only preserver of all things.

We should combine the trust in Allah, and all the means we can take if we want to be safe. If Allah is not the
Preserver and Guardian of our health, wealth, and all things important to us, then we are in grave danger and
in great loss.

«» Allah is the Best Guardian

No matter how careful we are, we cannot guarantee our safety. Danger surrounds us from all directions.

We worry about the safety of the family while we are not with them. When we remember that the protector
is Allah SWT, we feel calm and content.

9 - of

Allah SWT says in surat Yusuf: e=l3l 6551 3a3. A8 HS dub
Yusuf 12:64 (ending) But Allah is the best guardian, and He is the most merciful of the merciful."

To Allah belongs our house, our family, and our possessions. We entrust the protection to The Protector. Itis
common to hear people say: “My child was saved by a miracle!”. This is an incorrect statement. Allah’s
protection and preservation are the only ones in effect in this universe!

% Trust and Precaution

Some people think that exercising every day will prolong their life and ward off illnesses. While exercising is
important, it cannot ward off disasters. Only Allah SWT can.
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Exercise is a means to health, if Allah wills. Putting our trust in exercise and forgetting Allah, The Preserver, is
a big mistake.

We need to do both: Put our complete trust in Allah and do our part to stay safe and healthy.

*» Guard Yourself with Faith and Being Upright

Being a good servant of Allah, implementing His commands and refraining from His prohibitions, and putting
all trust in Allah is the only way to get safety and security in this world and the next.

If we fear for our children after we are gone: Be Righteous!

s & -
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Al-Kahf 18:82 (beginning) - And as for the wall, it belonged to two orphan boys in the city, and there
was beneath it a treasure for them, and their father had been righteous.

There are no extra words in the Quran. Allah did not have to mention the state of their father, but He did — so
it must be relevant. If we obey Allah and put our trust in Him, then we are eligible to be under the umbrella of
His protection. Sins pull us out from underneath the protection of Allah.

¢ Resist Temptations

True protection comes from Allah. If we take a stand to obey Allah at the expense of worldly loss, we should
be certain that Allah will NEVER abandon us and will provide what is better.

We will go through many tests in this world. We should not be materialistic but should have faith that Allah’s
protection and support is always with us, if we are obedient.

Worldly gains with disobedience to Allah, will result in full and complete loss of this world and the hereafter.
Sacrificing worldly gains for the pleasure of Allah, will result in full and complete success in both worlds.

** The End is What Matters!

People sometimes start on the right foot, then take a detour towards the end, and are lost. Itis a great
blessing if Allah preserves us on the straight path until we meet Him.

v BUBLL G5 e J Jas5 Gl 5500 i3T5 Gl U3 @31 &5 33

Al-Isra’ 17:80 - And say, "My Lord, cause me to enter a sound entrance and to exit a sound exit and
grant me from Yourself a supporting authority."
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Some people start on the truth, then the glitters of life and fame gets to them and they exit on falsehood.

Our exit from this life is what counts. We should call on Al-Hafeez to protect us and allow us to stay on the
straight path and make our exit a sound one.

% Path to Protection

We will never attain Allah’s protection, except by following the path that He SWT laid for us:

e To preserve money: pay Zakat,

e To preserve the eyes: do not look at the forbidden,

e To preserve the ears: do not listen to the forbidden,

e To preserve the tongue: only tell the truth,

e To preserve the body: do not eat from unlawful sources.

If we use our faculties for the pleasure of Allah, we can be confident of Allah’s protection and preservation,
and we reach the state of safety and security — knowing fully well that Allah will not let us be in a state of loss.

The unbelievers of Quraysh wanted to preserve their wealth and prestige among the Arabs, and fought the
prophet, while knowing fully well that he was truthful. Their defeat came at the hands of the prophet and the
believers and they lost everything.

s Preserve Allah’s Rights

The most important thing we must preserve, is Allah’s right on us: Tawhid. Those who preserve the oneness
of Allah in their hearts and their lives, will have Divine Protection in this life and the next.

Ibn 'Abbas narrated: "l was behind the Prophet one day when he said:
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O boy! I will teach you a statement: Be mindful of Allah and He will protect you. Be mindful of Allah
and you will find Him before you. When you ask, ask Allah, and when you seek aid, seek Allah's aid.
Know that if the entire creation were to gather together to do something to benefit you- you would
never get any benefit except that Allah had written for you. And if they were to gather to do
something to harm you- you would never be harmed except that Allah had written for you. The pens
are lifted, and the pages are dried."" [Tirmithi — Hasan Sahih]

If we want Allah’s protection, we must be mindful of Him and His Commands in all of what we say and do.
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39. AL-MUQIT (THE NOURISHER) <exdall il !

Other translations: The Sustainer, The Nourisher, The Powerful, The Preserver, The Keeper.

Linguistically

The name Al-Mugit comes from the root gaf waw ta (< 5 @).

In Arabic language, Qut <4l is what is necessary of provision @)yJ! to nourish someone and satisfy his hunger
and allow him to function. Excess of that is not Qut.

Another meaning of Qut is what is stored for time of need, like food. Fruit for example is not considered Qut.
Only what is necessary to survive and function, is.

The meanings of the root include:

e tofeed, nourish,

e to supply, sustain,

e to keep, preserve, guard,

e to withess, observe, watch over.

Sustenance is both physical and spiritual. The body needs nourishment, and so does the heart and soul.

Al-Mugqit in The Quran

The name Al-Mugit appears explicitly, once in the Quran.
Guih g% I8 e 1 550650 JaS & o5 Ak ik pRE5 (A3gh Cumad & o5 B> delad 3k )3

An-Nisa 4:85 - Whoever intercedes for a good cause will have a reward therefrom; and whoever
intercedes for an evil cause will have a burden therefrom. And ever is Allah, over all things, a Keeper.

It appears in the absolute form conveying meanings of perfect superiority and power. This attribute relates to
the Divine Acts.

The word Qut appears in the Quran, in reference to provisions:

oA 21 o1 a3 § G138 6ad 5385 aud 555 G833 s cowlas Gl a3

Fussilat 41:10 - And He placed on the earth firmly set mountains over its surface, and He blessed it and
determined therein its [creatures'] sustenance in four days without distinction - for [the information]
of those who ask.
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Allah Al-Mugit is the One Who provides everything in existence with what would nourish and strengthen
it, and directs it how He Wills in accordance to His Wisdom and Power.

% Meaning 1: The Powerful Competent Creator )Jidall g Casdall

Ibn Abbas’s view of Al-Mugqit, is the Competent Creator.

Allah created man. Man, needs food to sustain him. Allah created food for man, through a complex process
like the production of milk, and made this food suitable for his body and digestive system. Allah created cells
in the body to receive the nourishment and distribute it to all the rest of the body.

Allah’s infinite Ability, Knowledge, and Wisdom are included in this name.

% Meaning 2: The Preserver laia>)l ¢ Cuidall

What preserves man? Food and water. Allah is the Creator of all that will preserve the bodies. His Knowledge
and Power created food that is suitable for sustaining and preserving our bodies.

Al-Mugit is the One Who prepared all sustenance for His creation. Billions of people live on this planet, and all
living things have sustenance created and provided for by Allah. How many tons of meat, grains, and
vegetables are needed every day?

Allah creates and provides for His creation what they need to survive.
8555 4 a&ELS ) &
Ar-Rum 30:40 (beginning) - Allah is the one who created you, then provided for you

If we ponder this verse, we notice that the verb of providing is in the past tense: Provisions have already been
apportioned by Allah before we were created, and before we even ask for it. Allah mentioned it this way to
put our minds at ease.

An example is sending someone to study abroad and provided all expenses up front —in the past tense.

Allah also preserves a record of our deeds. He knows everything and records everything. He preserves the
good deeds and the bad deeds in a perfect record. He is a witness over all things.

% Meaning 3: The Guarantor Js&5

People may feed and provide for others, but they are not obliged to do it. Allah made it incumbent on Himself
to provide for His creation.
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oo QBS (3 (8 <\ged3king B3EkAs (1S3 gh) dul J& V) a3l § 415 (e b3
Hud 11:6 - And there is no creature on earth but that upon Allah is its provision, and He knows its place
of dwelling and place of storage. All is in a clear register.

Allah guarantees the delivery of sustenance to His creation.

“* Meaning 4: The Nourisher of the Hearts

Sustenance and nourishment from Allah cover both physical and spiritual needs. Just like food and water are
needed for the body, the heart and the soul also need to be nourished.

Allah bestows guidance, calmness, and safety to His servant’s heart. All the enjoyment of this world will not
bring happiness if the heart is empty and far from its Creator. Feeling the love of Allah in the hearts is one of
the greatest sustenance we can ever have.

The example of a father who provides all physical means to his children but also provides love and affection.
Both are needed in our lives.

s Difference Between the Names Al-Muqit and Ar-Razzaq

Al-Mugit is the One Who creates sustenance and delivers it to His creation. It is similar in meaning to Ar-
Razzaqg, however, it is more specific.

The beautiful name Ar-Razzaq has a wider and more comprehensive meaning, including provisions and
everything else needed by His creation.

Al-Mugqit in Our Lives

s Earn and Eat the Lawful

Allah SWT provides us with all kinds of good things and will not accept from us except what is good. To be
thankful, we must eat good things from lawful sources and lawful earning.
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s Observe Al-Muqit in His Provision

We all enjoy food and all that Allah provides us. One thing we frequently miss, is to ponder The Provider
through what He provided. Have we ever held a date or a pomegranate and praised Allah for the
magnificence of His creation?

In surat Abasa 80:24 -alab c}; ulw.:}’! ,Ia.uls - Then let mankind look at his food -

It is ungrateful to enjoy the sustenance, and not remember, thank, and praise The Provider. The prophet
instructed us to eat slowly and thank Allah for His provisions. We should turn our daily meals into
opportunities to ponder how Allah created the bounties, made it grow, then brought it to us to enjoy.

s Only Ask Allah

It is not proper to ask the creation, and not ask The Creator. Allah SWT is the owner of all provisions. If we
need something we should only ask Allah. All we must do is ask, then do our part to earn it.

¢ Do Not Forget the Heart

We are created with a body and a soul. Just like the body needs food and water to nourish it, the soul (heart)
needs closeness to its creator to nourish it.

Getting to know Allah is the best nourishment and the greatest bounty. Attending lessons that bring us closer
to Allah and benefit us, should give us much happiness.

Allah mentioned the worst punishment on the day of judgement: It was not hell, but the inability to see Allah.
Oloninal a3 4ol HF 4] 6
Al-Mutaffifin 83:15 - No! Indeed, from their Lord, that Day, they will be partitioned.

Losing this spiritual nourishment is a cause of many psychological ilinesses and a miserable life. We should
strengthen our hearts daily with obedience and remembrance of Allah, just like we strengthen our bodies with
daily meals.

When a servant of Allah puts the effort, and focuses on pleasing his Creator, Allah will send him help for all his
needs.

The ones who are busy with the pleasure of Allah, their sustenance is secure, and their affairs are made easy.
The ones who busy themselves with desires, Allah will leave them to their vices.
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40. AL-HASEEB (THE RECKONER) copuuzed! il !

Translations of this name: The Reckoner, The One Who Takes Account, The Sufficient.

Linguistically

The name Al-Haseeb comes from the root ha sin ba (< v ), which has the following classical meanings:

e toreckon, number, count, calculate (z&cal),
e to think (z5Gw),

e to expect ($TCwd>).

Al-Haseeb in The Quran

The name Al-Haseeb appears explicitly in the Quran in the absolute and specific forms, 5 times. Al-Haseeb is in
the excessive form of the root.

G £05 I8 e 58 4l E,;mgi’ 3 e wpu |9ied &y i 1315

An-Nisa 4:86 - And when you are greeted with a greeting, greet [in return] with one better than it or
[at least] return it [in a like manner]. Indeed, Allah is ever, over all things, an Accountant.

% Meaning 1: Considering Intentions and Actions

Allah knows the internal motivations and intentions, and the apparent actions that result from the intentions.
Both are taken into consideration when a servant is called to account.

Allah considers the deeds of His servants, and rewards or punishes them for it, according to His Wisdom and
Knowledge of every big and small thing they have done.

s Gy 53,00y G J355 54 26 DB O 5k s A8 2l g3 Sl 1500 o'

Al-Anbiya 21:47 - And We place the scales of justice for the Day of Resurrection, so no soul will be
treated unjustly at all. And if there is [even] the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it forth. And
sufficient are We as accountant.

% Meaning 2: Accurate Accounting Without the Need for Math

Allah Al-Haseeb knows very well all parts and portions without needing any computational process or aids.

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 199




It is impossible for humans to count how many grains of sand are in a playground. This requires sophisticated
technology and many innovations to get an approximate count.

Allah SWT knows exactly the proportion of all things without having to count, or by any other means humans
use to get an accurate count.

All accounts are kept in an accurate record, free from any omission or fault in recording.

3
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Al-An’am 6:62 - Then they His servants are returned to Allah, their true Lord. Unquestionably, His is
the judgement, and He is the swiftest of accountants.

< Meaning 3: The Sufficient One " 3ISJI" o]

You may rely on someone who loves you but is weak and cannot help you. You may rely on someone strong
but does not love you and will not help you. You may rely on someone strong who loves you, but you cannot
reach them.

Allah is the only One Who can be relied on for all our needs.
G b (f83.201 3] 1051 53850 V3 B3ad03 <l wlay gdlid udll

Al-Ahzab 33:39 - [ Allah praises] those who convey the messages of Allah and fear Him and do not fear
anyone but Allah. And sufficient is Allah as Accountant.

< Meaning 4: Full Account of His Creation " ga=:" ]|

Allah has full account of all His creation. He knows their numbers, their forms, and their deeds. He has the full
account of their provision, their life span, their deeds, their conditions, and their end.

Allah will take the final account on the day of judgement, when all records are sealed. The account for one
will not distract Him from the account of another.

All creation will have full, accurate, and fair account of all that they did in their life.
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Al-Haseeb in Our Lives

¢ Do not Judge Others

We have no right to judge others. We should always think best of them and leave the judging to Allah.
Allah is the only one who has the right to take account.

+ Spread Peace

One of the verses with the name Al-Haseeb dealt with the etiquettes of salutation.
s 558 8 o 6 1 falbed) 31 Gha Hash 19350 Loy 2153 1313

An-Nisa 4:86 - And when you are greeted with a greeting, greet [in return] with one better than it or
[at least] return it [in a like manner]. Indeed, Allah is ever, over all things, an Accountant.

The command is to return the salutation with a better one, or at least return the same. Spreading peace
covers all people, the ones you like and the ones you do not like.

Allah is reminding us that He is watching and taking account.

e If we salute someone with the intention to benefit and not mean it, He will take account of it.

e If we say it with hate in our heart, He knows it and will take account of it.

e [f someone calls another he has a dispute with, with the intention of reconciliation, and the other
hangs up on him, Allah will take account of it.

This is the basic building block of a harmonious society. A verse was dedicated to it to reminds us of the
importance of spreading peace till the day of judgement.

Abu Mas'ud Al-Badri reported: The Messenger of Allah () said:

O 1959t Of dilake 5ab 08 [rwge O ¢l Jalln O 4 Y] s el o & uz gy @b @SUS O oo J2) g
e dlg)y i 19)9lxS cdio My @:-i o= 129 3o PN rwxall
"A person from amongst the people who lived before you was called to account by Allah on the Day of
Resurrection. No good deeds were found in his credit except that he being a rich man had (financial)
dealings with people and had commanded his servants to show leniency to those who were in

straitened circumstances. Upon this Allah, the Exalted, and Majestic said: 'l am more entitled to this
attribute, so waive (his faults)."' [Muslim].
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«» Allah is Sufficient

One favorite supplication is: JaS s axis &) Lswa

Allah is sufficient for us in all our needs. This is a phrase prophet Ibrahim said when he was about to be
thrown into the fire. Prophet Muhammad & also said it during the battle of the moat.

UeSa1 @255 A G- 1983 Glay) ph3D Ab a0 (8T 19205 38 Guldl &) (el 48T UG Gl
Ali-lmran 3:173 - Those to whom hypocrites said, "Indeed, the people have gathered against you, so

fear them." But it [merely] increased them in faith, and they said, "Sufficient for us is Allah, and [He is]
the best Disposer of affairs."

This supplication should give us peace and tranquility, knowing that Allah will take care of us. This leads us to
a state of satisfaction with Allah’s Acts Ll

Some people may be afflicted, but it does not affect their mental state, because they have trust in Allah.
Others may have no affliction but live their life with constant fear of what may happen. They have many
psychological diseases and a miserable life.

GABE (b 95 Lulgacl 13y 1415 2ok pduiud T B3 Ul 53 Aoy 1lEIE

Ali-Imran 3:174 - So they returned with favor from Allah and bounty, no harm having touched them.
And they pursued the pleasure of Allah, and Allah is the possessor of great bounty.

In the very next verse, Allah SWT assured that relief comes as a bounty from Him, so we appreciate it and put
our faith in Him alone.

¢ No Escape from Allah’s Reckoning

Allah’s name Al-Haseeb — The Reckoner, should remind us of the day of reckoning. This is a day sure to
happen. There is no escape on that day.

Ol oy 1 8 piall @b Ve CRaS Loy o I 5355 333l

Ghafir 40:17 - This Day every soul will be recompensed for what it earned. No injustice today! Indeed,
Allah is swift in account.

We have a chance in this life to mend our ways, and take account of our actions, and repent before the day
comes when Allah will not accept our excuses.

Allah taking account of one person will not distract Him from taking account of all of creation at the same time
with utmost accuracy and detail. No detail, small or larger, will be overlooked or forgotten.
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It will not be like a student waiting for punishment and praying the principle will forget about him or the end
of school bell to ring. On that day, there is no waiting or escape.

% How Do We Judge Ourselves?

Some may ask: What should | take account of?

The answer is: take account of the things Allah will take account of. Start with the great things and see how
much they weigh. This will be the weight on the day of judgement.

What is the weight of prayers? What is the weight of manners? Are they of high regard in your life?

Work your way down to the thoughts that come to your mind. Make a weekly accounting session and see
what you are deficient in and work on it. Focus on one item at a time until it becomes a habit, then move on
to the next item.

Look for things you are not doing that you should and work on doing as much as you can. Make a list of the
things you should not be doing and work on stopping them starting with the big sins.

G M- ib oS- (OB (i 3AK0 Wik (365 b 38 192635 o

An-Nisa 4:31 - If you avoid the major sins which you are forbidden, We will remove from you your
lesser sins and admit you to a noble entrance [into Paradise].

Hasten to repent to Allah and stop the sin, hoping Allah will forgive it and other sins too. There are many big
sins we do not pay attention to, like backbiting, pride, and arrogance. We should work on recognizing them in
our lives and stopping them. Gradually, these sins will start disappearing from our lives until we get to the
point where we start weighing the word before we speak it. This is the condition of the close servants of
Allah.

'A'isha reported that Allah's Messenger (£) said:

"Ua3) Coliasal! 13 Gl " QUED {lead Gl Gl (338 } U5 52 1 08 38 il EBB 7 Qe sl 335 Comnp s
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He who is taken to account on the Day of Resurrection is in fact put to torment. | said: Has Allah, the
Exalted and Glorious, not said this: 'He will be made subject to an easy reckoning"? Thereupon he said:
(What it implies) is not the actual reckoning, but only the presentation of one's deeds to Him. He who
is thoroughly examined in reckoning is put to torment. [Muslim]

We pray to Allah SWT to allow us to continually take account of our deeds and work on fixing what is wrong.
We ask Allah SWT to admit us to heaven without account or punishment.
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41&85. AL-JALEEL (THE MAJESTIC) Jalze! <l ol

Other translations: The Glorious, The Majestic, The Sublime.

Linguistically

The name Al-Jaleel comes from the root jim lam lam (J J ¢) with meanings of majesty and exaltation.
In the Arabic language: 043 plas Zzsi :J.gé J= — To exalt and to be high in status.
The verb “Jalla” (¢ J% — means to be beyond, to rise above, and too great for.

The noun “Jilla” J= — means grand, lofty, sublime, glorious, dignified, honored, and exalted.

Al-Jaleel in The Quran

The name does not appear explicitly in the Quran, but the root appears twice in surat Ar-Rahman:
eI3S15 ISl 53 &5 433 (853

Ar-Rahman 55:27 - And there will remain the Face of your Lord, Owner of Majesty and Honor.
pI3Y13 St (55 &5l 563

Ar-Rahman 55:78 - Blessed is the name of your Lord, Owner of Majesty and Honor.

The Divine name Al-Jaleel includes all attributes relating to the perfection of the Divine Acts, like Al-Qadeer,
Al-Aleem, Al-Quddous, Al-Malik, and Al-Ghani. All attributes that cause the heart to exalt the Greatness of
Allah are included in this name.

When we mention Allah’s name, we follow it with 43> J= - may His Glory be exalted, out of respect. This is
an attribute that relates to the perfection of His Divine Acts.

This attribute can also apply to humans who perfect their inner qualities like manners, patience, perseverance,
mercy, fairness, humbleness, and putting others’ needs ahead of theirs. Such a person may be described as
&l Jd> — distinguished, revered, and highly honored. A Jaleel is one who has majesty, honor, honesty,
greatness, and does not need others.

% Meaning 1: The One Exalted in the Hearts of His Servants

Al-Jaleel is the Honored One in the hearts of His servants. He has the highest position in honor and exaltation.
His rank is held in high esteem by the ones who know Him. All honored ones of his creation are humbled in
front of Him.
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His Perfect Greatness is far beyond our comprehension. We may meet someone a few times and fully
discover his personality. Such is not possible with Al-Jaleel. His Pride makes it impossible for us to encompass
His Majesty.

+* Meaning 2: High Above Any Fault

Another meaning of Al-Jaleel is the One believers confirm and recognize His Majesty, Perfection, Honor, and
all perfect attributes, and negate any fault and exalt Him from all that does not befit His Majesty and
Greatness.

This name is a call for the believers to exalt Allah 4M> J=>. When a believer mentions Allah’s glorious name,
His greatness fills the heart and that is why we follow the Divine Name with “may He be exalted” 4M> J=, or
something similar.

% Meaning 3: Attribute of Majesty and Beauty

Some of Allah’s attributes are attributes of Beauty, and some are attributes of Majesty. Some attributes
contain beauty in the apparent, and majesty in the hidden. Others show the opposite.

For example, the name Al-Mu’ty — The Giver — when He gives, that is something beautiful. However, if we do
not appreciate what He gave us, and we misuse it, then comes the punishment so we feel His Majesty.

When we feel the greatness of Allah, the Majesty comes first, then beauty follows. Al-Jaleel is the One Who
puts a glimpse of His Majesty and Beauty in the hearts of His close servants. All the beauty, perfection, and
majesty in this word is but a small reflection of His Majesty and Beauty.

% Meaning 4: Honors the Believers

Another meaning of Al-Jaleel relates to Allah’s treatment of His servants. He honors them and raises their
status.

315?; &l Gad3 As-Sharh 94:4 - And raised high for you your repute.

Allah SWT will raise the esteem and repute of the believers who follow His commands. Allah Al-Jaleel saves
His servants from humiliation at the hands of evil people.

ks o3l o 3,060 &l Jas 33

An-Nisa 4:141 (ending) - and never will Allah give the disbelievers over the believers a way [to
overcome them].
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Allah Al-Jaleel raises a believer above the need of someone who will humiliate and debase him. Evil people

are tools in the hand of Allah SWT to use however He wishes. If they inflict evil on believers, the believers
should review the reverence of Allah in their lives.

% Difference between Al-Kabeer, Al-‘Azim, and Al-Jaleel Jsl=xJg palaally sSJl

Imam Ghazali’s opinion on the difference between the three names:

e Al-Kabeer: includes all attributes relating to the perfection of the Divine Self,

e Al-Jaleel: includes all attributes relating to the perfection of the Divine Acts, like Al-Qadeer, Al-Aleem,
Al-Quddous, Al-Malik, and Al-Ghani,

e Al-‘Azim: combines all attributes of perfection of Divine Self and Divine Acts.

Al-Jaleel in Our Lives

% Between Hope and Fear

Scholars said Al-Jaleel is the One deserving of all High and Honorable attributes.

e Attributes of power, honor, majesty, and sanctity are combined under the name Al-Jaleel — The
Majestic.

e Attributes of beauty, mercy, compassion, forgiveness, generosity are combined under the name Al-
Jameel — The Beautiful.

A believer’s heart is somewhere in between these two attributes — between fear and hope. When a believer
gets too complacent, remembering Al-Jaleel will instill fear. Too much fear will result in anxiety, so
remembering Al-Jameel brings hope and calm.

We must find the proper balance between hope and fear and not gravitate to one or the other.

s Perfecting Manners

Some people are elevated in this world through falsehood, power, lineage, and money. The everlasting high
status comes from belief and good manners.

A tyrant is respected in this world out of fear. Once he dies, curses and hatred are expressed.
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Righteous people who perfect their manners will be held in the highest status among people even after they
die, because they conquer the hearts. Consider the reverence and honor people display in front of the
prophet’s grave, even though they never met him or knew him personally.

A person who has the attribute of Jaleel is one who:

e Straight and upright in manners and belief,
e Perfects his manners and his actions,

e Refrains from vain talk,

e Rises above faults and bad habits,

e Does not joke around excessively,

e Does not waste money and time,

e Does not chase after insignificant things.

Perfection of manners invites honor and respect from people.

«» Be with Allah

We behave our best when we have guests. We wear our best clothes, and say the best words.

It is more fitting we perfect our behavior with Allah, and feel His Majesty in our hearts, especially when we are
alone, for He is ever-watching. If we are with Allah, compliant with His commands, then He will bestow honor
and dignity on us, because Allah SWT loves and honors His servants and close friends.

A believer is precious in the eyes of Allah SWT. Allah has given His companionship to the believers, the
patient, and the God-fearing servants.

o uy-fgim as 4l 13 Al-Anfal 8:19 (ending) Allah is with the believers.
o sl as 4l O 1940215 At-Tawba 9:123 (ending) And know that Allah is with the righteous.
o ugyl.,cdl 2o vt Z’:; Al-Baqgara 2:153 (ending) Indeed, Allah is with the patient.

This special companionship results in victory, help, protection, peace, and success. If we are with Allah, then
we are strong, respected, honored, and in no need of anyone else.
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42. AL-KARIM (THE MOST GENEROUS) (2,81 il gl

Other translations: The Most Generous, The Beneficent, The Most Esteemed, The Most Bountiful.

Linguistically

The name Al-Karim comes from the root kaf ra mim (¢ » ), with the following classical meanings:

e to be generous, giving, beneficent,
e to be highly esteemed, honored, prized, valued,
e to be noble, grand.

In common Arabic conversation, the word Karim is understood to mean “generous — giving freely”.
In the Arabic language, everything that is praiseworthy is described as “Karim”. sese bo J aol> ol

e The best manners are described as @MY e)lio.
e Every act which is good and abundant in benefit, is known as “Karam”.

The Arabic word “Karim” embraces many meanings including praiseworthy qualities as: forbearing, generous,
kind, gentle, patient, fair, noble, courage, pure, and precious.

The Arabic word 9335 includes all admirable human qualities, opposite of “e«d”, which embraces all
despised qualities, such as: miserly, mean, arrogant, tyrannical, ungrateful, and selfish.

Another meaning of Karim is of Noble birth — of good and honored family tree.
Abdullah Ibn Umar, may Allah be pleased with both of them, narrated that the prophet said:

The Noble, son of a noble, son of a noble, son of a noble is Yusuf son of Jacob son of Ishaq son of
Ibrahim. [Bukhari]

Al-Karim in The Quran

Allah’s beautiful name Al-Karim appears explicitly in the Quran, 3 times, and has several meanings: The
Generous, The Holy, The Noble, The Glorious.

02801 @lipy 58 G Hlasyl @l
Al-Infitar 82:6 - O mankind, what has deceived you concerning your Lord, the Generous,

This verse addresses the human mind and heart at the same time.
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Another form is also used in the Quran — Al-Akram (The Ever Most Generous).

e)S>’| él_ijﬁ %ﬁl Al-‘Alaq 96:3 - Recite, and your Lord is the most Generous -

The Quran is also known as Al-Quran Al-Karim, which contains meanings of holy, noble, and glorious.

% Meaning 1: Commendable Attributes

The wider meaning of the word Karim represents a comprehensive name for all that is good and praiseworthy.
dde il sy Lo JSI 2ol el

The name Al-Karim encompasses all beautiful names. Because Allah is Al-Karim — Most Generous, He is:

e Ar-Razzaq - The Sustainer and Provider,

e Al-Afuw — The pardoner of His servants,

e Al-Ghafoor — He forgives the sins of His servants,

e Al-Wahhab — He gifts His servants with rare and precious gifts without them asking,
e Al-Mujeeb — He answers the calls of His servants,

e The same applies to all other Divine Attributes.

There is no one in creation who is as generous, as good, or as praiseworthy as Allah, for He is Al-Akram:

e [f He gives you something, He will not humiliate you by reminding you of what He gave,

e He may correct you, because He is Ar-Raheem, but He will never mistreat you,

e [f you knock on His door for something you need, He never turns you away empty handed,
e Al-Karim provides for you before you even ask,

e If you ask for His forgiveness, He will surely give it.

% Meaning 2: The Honorable One Who Bestows Favors

It is worth noting that when you find the name Al-Karim in the Quran, what follows is an act of honoring or
favoring.
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An-Naml 27:40 - Said one who had knowledge from the Scripture, "l will bring it to you before your
glance returns to you." And when [Solomon] saw it placed before him, he said, "This is from the favor
of my Lord to test me whether | will be grateful or ungrateful. And whoever is grateful - his gratitude is
only for [the benefit of] himself. And whoever is ungrateful - then indeed, my Lord is Free of need and

Generous."
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Al-‘Alaq 96:3/5 - Recite, and your Lord is the most Generous - * Who taught by the pen - * Taught man
that which he knew not.

Gdad 21348 GalS gl * @801 &5 258 G Slasyl & 6

Al-Infitar 82:6/7 - O mankind, what has deceived you concerning your Lord, the Generous, * Who
created you, proportioned you, and balanced you?

These are all favors and honor from Allah SWT, bestowed on mankind in relation to Allah’s name Al-Karim.

Al-Karim in Our Lives

¢ Special Honor for Mankind

Al-Karim bestowed a special honor on mankind:
Stadl GAILS 535 68 e abllady ol (b eal8555 y5aily 1 § dblleas p3T 43 Ga3S Al
Al-Isra 17:70 - And We have certainly honored the children of Adam and carried them on the land and

sea and provided for them of the good things and preferred them over much of what We have created,
with [definite] preference.

Al-Karim has honored Man from amongst all His creation and favored him with His blessings. We should never
humiliate and insult ourselves.

+* The Best of Humanity

When Allah declared He was creating Adam, the angels exclaimed that this new creation will cause bloodshed
and problems on Earth. Were they not right in their assessment?

& (i Dy i 535 Sl Liriss e dukd o Lged a1 19188045 o301 sl () SS0a) s U6 315
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Al-Baqara 2:30 - And [mention, O Muhammad], when your Lord said to the angels, "Indeed, | will make
upon the earth a successive authority.” They said, "Will You place upon it one who causes corruption

therein and sheds blood, while we declare Your praise and sanctify You?" Allah said, "Indeed, | know
that which you do not know."

But Allah replied: “Indeed, | know that which you do not know”. Have we thought about this statement?
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We may plant 100 palm trees, only to have 20 be viable and valuable. It is not practical to expect all 100 trees
to be viable.

Similarly, the best of humanity are: Prophet Muhammad &2, the prophets, the righteous, and pious people.
This select few out of the entire human race is where goodness is concentrated. These are the people who
honor and protect the soul that Allah put in them, take care of it, and do not humiliate themselves.

It is not a matter of numbers, but a matter of value. The goodness that is in the best of humanity is, perhaps,
the reason for being favored by Allah. Allah described this select few, as the best of creation.

540 6 o @l st ka3 T il
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Al-Bayyinah 98:7 - Indeed, they who have believed and done righteous deeds - those are the best of
creatures.

+» Examples of Divine Favors on Man

[1] Al-Karim has favored and honored mankind, starting with Adam.
izl & 19288 293 (o dud ks 435 13

Sad 38:72 - So when | have proportioned him and breathed into him of My [created] soul, then fall
down to him in prostration."

There are three honors in this verse, for Adam and for his children:

II'

1. Allah created Adam Himself, and not with a command “Be
2. He breathed the soul into him, which is very special,
3. He ordered the angels to bow down to Adam.

[2] Iblis was kicked out of heaven because he refused to honor Adam.
[3] Allah created mankind from 3 pure components: water, sand, and a soul.

Water is used to purify things. When it is not available, sand is used. The soul is a pure and a very special
heavenly component. Hence, we are created pure, and honored by Allah SWT. We should not dirty this pure
nature with sins and disobedience.

[4] Allah created us, honored us, and prepared the entire universe for the arrival of this new creation. We
should not lower and humiliate ourselves with sins.

[5] Al-Karim gave man the freedom to act, while the rest of creation is bound. This is an honor that many take
for granted.
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[6] Al-Karim sent messengers with guidance to show us the way to maintain our purity and our obedience to
our creator.

[7] Al-Karim created heaven for man, and appointed angels to protect him.

[8] Man is the fruit of the tree of creation. When the fruit is good, it is the best part of the tree. When it is
bad, it is the worst part of the tree!

«* Do Not Humiliate Yourself

Allah instilled in our nature the appreciation and love of one’s self. We all like to be honored, distinguished,
and respected. This nature is one of 3 primal instincts in man, after food and intimacy.

This instinct acts like a fence to protect from desires and sins. When we follow our desires in the wrong
direction, this instinct pulls us back because we desire to remain respected and honored.

This self-correcting instinct has been suppressed in the worst of mankind.

2 -0~ - o0 o=
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At-Tin 95:4/5 - We have certainly created man in the best of stature; * Then We return him to the
lowest of the low,

We all value our accomplishments in this life, our heritage, even our name. All of us take utmost care to hide
out faults and mistakes, and avoid scandals, because we love ourselves, and want to be honored and
respected.

We are the caretakers of this earth, so we should appear to the rest of creation as respected and honored.

It is the generosity of Al-Karim that He created us with an instinct that strives to be a Karim and counteracts
desires and indulgences. This what is referred to as 36!311! u“‘-*'" - the reproaching soul.

We should not humiliate and lower ourselves with sins. When we commit a sin, we lose respect of our own
self, and others lose respect for us as well. The major sins were labeled “Major” because they have a
devastating effect on self-respect and honor.

We can witness this clearly in non-Muslim societies. Compare for example a sober person to an intoxicated
one. How honored is the sober person and how humiliated is the intoxicated one?

e Allah forbade intoxicants to preserve our self-respect, and our honor in the community.
e Liars and thieves are humiliated, when they are exposed.
e A person lusting after women is a humiliated person.

Iblis deceives us into committing sins and humiliating ourselves.
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Al-Isra’ 17:62 - [Iblees] said, "Do You see this one whom You have honored above me? If You delay me
until the Day of Resurrection, | will surely destroy his descendants, except for a few."

The word QS-J@}’ gives the image of Iblis riding these people like one would ride an animal, steering it in any
direction he wants. This is the humiliation waiting for the ones who answer Iblis’s call.

s Abd-Al-Karim

We are Abd-Al-Karim — The servants of Al-Karim. We should strive to be honored and respected. Al-Karim
provided us ways to regain our self-respect when we lose it with repentance and asking for forgiveness.

The names of Allah Al-Ghafoor (The Most Forgiving) and At-Tawwab (The Acceptor of Repentance) are there
for us to regain our purity. We should go back to Allah immediately to keep ourselves honored and purified.

The higher goal is to keep the community and society pure and honored. We should help others maintain
their dignity and honor. We should never expose others, lest Allah will expose us. We should never track
other people’s faults to expose them. This will invite Allah’s punishment and humiliation.

Being a Karim is one attribute we are encouraged to adopt in our lives — to be generous and noble.
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43. AR-RAQIB (THE OBSERVER) <usdyll dlil ool

Other translations: The Watcher, The All-Observing, The Witness, The Watchful.

Linguistically

The name Ar-Ragib comes from the root ra gaf ba (< & ), with the following meanings:

e to watch, observe, be vigilant,

e to expect, anticipate, await,

e to be mindful of,

e toregard, hold in consideration, respect.

Ar-Raqib in The Quran

The beautiful name Ar-Raqgib is mentioned explicitly, 3 times, in the Quran. It appears in the absolute form.
Gad5 £ s G U8 e dul 585

Al-Ahzab 33:52 (ending) - And ever is Allah, over all things, an Observer.

*» Meaning 1: Observer Over His Creation - 4ils> Js alkall

Allah is the Supreme Observer over His creation. Nothing escapes His observation. He sees everything, small
or large, in His dominion. Allah SWT is Ar-Ragib. He is an observer and a witness over all His creation’s
actions.
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Al-Ma’idah 5:117 — [Isa] | said not to them except what You commanded me - to worship Allah, my
Lord and your Lord. And | was a witness over them as long as | was among them; but when You took
me up, You were the Observer over them, and You are, over all things, Witness.

Observing and judging creation is the sole responsibility of the Creator. No one should burden themselves
with observing others.

Ar-Ragib sees the actions and knows the intention of all His creation. He observes every injustice and every
good or bad deed.

e When we speak, He hears and observes.
e When we move about, He sees and observes.
e When we intend to do something, He knows and observes.

Nothing escapes His observation, and nothing is hidden from Him. Ar-Raqib is well acquainted with His
creation and knows their affairs perfectly.
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His watch is from a position of strength and absolute dominance, because He is the Lord and Creator. Nothing
happens without His knowledge and leave.

% Meaning 2: Vigilant Protective Watch - laa> d.31,0

Another meaning of Ar-Raqib is a vigilant watchful guard, in charge of protecting and preserving His creation.
Allah’s vigilant watch is for protection and complete knowledge, and not a watch for subjugation and torment.

An example is the watchful eye of a mother over her little child playing. She is vigilant in her watch, for
purpose of complete protection. To Allah belongs the best example.

Allah SWT appointed angels to watch, protect, and record our actions.

¢ Meaning 3: Perfect and Complete Watch

Radars are put in place to monitor speeding cars. Someone invented the radar detector to allow some to
circumvent the law. When Man sets laws, his ability to review compliance is limited. It is a battle of minds,
who is smarter. When Allah SWT sets the laws, His monitoring of compliance is perfect.

Millions of people fast in Ramadan, sometimes in the hottest time of the year. Cold water is within reach, but
no one touches it. Why? Because Allah is Ar-Ragib. His watch is perfect. No one can hide. If a country
enforces the law to fast, for health reasons, they will not be able to enforce it.

Consider the example of prohibition in the US. The government could not force people to stop drinking.
When Allah SWT commands staying away from intoxicants, most Muslims comply, because they know they
cannot escape Allah’s watchful eye.

< Meaning 4: A Gentle Watch

If we live under constant surveillance we will feel anxious, afraid, and paranoid. We cannot live a normal life.

e Imagine seeing cameras watching our every move, what type of a life will we have?
e [f a father constantly watches over his kids’ every move — how hard would that be on the children?
e [f a husband constantly watches his wife’s every move — how hard would that be on the wife?

Allah’s watch is a gentle watch that does not impede daily life. Ar-Ragib is with us in private, in public, day
and night — but we do not feel anxious. It is a gentle watch.

The inability to see the angels recording, is a gentle watch from Allah.
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s How Does Ar-Raqib Observe Us?

[1] Allah

Allah SWT is with us all the time, and He is sufficient as an Observer.
b pSale 5 u| An-Nisa 4:1 (ending) - Indeed Allah is ever, over you, an Observer.
Allah is ever watching and knows what we say, think, and do.

[2] The Conscience

Allah has created a surveillance system in us: The conscience. This is a very sensitive and effective system,
that activates at the first sign of problems.

This system works like the magnetic strip merchants put on their products in the store. They must deactivate
it when you buy the item. If you try to steal it, the alarm will go off at the door!

If we commit a sin, it will show on the face, it will be felt in the heart. This internal ragib is very effective.
3] Angels

For the ones who turn off the internal warning system and ignore the fact they are under surveillance all the
time: Allah SWT tells us that He has appointed angels to record our speech and actions.

Suae SB35 £ J) U3 e Ladls 5
Qaf 50:18 - Man does not utter any word except that with him is an observer prepared [to record].

One on the right and one on the left! They record everything in an irrefutable way!
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Al-Kahf 18:49 - And the record [of deeds] will be placed [open], and you will see the criminals fearful of
that within it, and they will say, "Oh, woe to us! What is this book that leaves nothing small or great
except that it has enumerated it?" And they will find what they did present [before them]. And your
Lord does injustice to no one.

Ar-Ragib is recording and taking account of all we do! This fact must be firm in our hearts and understanding!
We cannot run a red light with cameras installed without getting a ticket. We cannot argue because the audio
and video are plain to see! All deeds, good and bad, will be on display on the day of judgement, in a clear and
undeniable way!
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Ar-Raqib in Our Lives

+» Constant Watch

Life cannot thrive without faith. Civil laws cannot guarantee compliance, because they cannot watch
everyone all the time. Relying on human decency, or voluntary compliance, without faith, is a losing
proposition.

People who believe in Allah, act correctly all the time. If someone gives you incorrect change — gives you
more — you will correct them and give it back, because you know Allah is watching.

People who do not believe in Allah, act correctly if it is to their benefit, otherwise, you will see a different
behavior.

635 615 O e 401 563
Al-Ahzab 33:52 (ending) - And ever is Allah, over all things, an Observer.

This verse should give us pause. In daily life, if we were told we are under surveillance, we will take extra
care to behave perfectly:

e We choose the best words,
e We behave in the best way, obeying all laws and staying away from suspicion.

If surveillance by another person causes drastic change in behavior, then how should we behave if the
observer is Allah SWT?

** Make the Inside Matches the Outside

Allah SWT knows what we think and sees what we do. We all know this, but do we live our lives realizing that
Ar-Ragib sees everything!

If we understand the name Ar-Ragib, our actions and our inner thoughts will match. Everyone has a side
of their personality that they expose to others, and a side that is hidden. We work hard to beautify the
outward appearance that we show others. Working on the inward appearance requires much more work and
a firm understanding of Allah’s name Ar-Ragib — The Observer.

(33 @ &b o3 a1 Al-‘Alaq 96:9/14 - Does he not know that Allah sees?
Sl (fi e ofEH S i
Ghafir 40:19 - He knows that which deceives the eyes and what the breasts conceal.

Understanding Allah’s name Ar-Raqib will help us fix our inner self until it matches our outward self.
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Our inner self will think twice before doing something wrong, because Ar-Raqib is watching. Our inner self will
rejoice when doing something good, because Ar-Raqib is watching.

+* Omar and the Milk Lady

Omar lbn Al-Khattab RA used to roam the streets at night to inspect the condition of the Ummah. One night
he passed by a house and heard two women talking —a mother and her daughter. The mother sells milk and
she was telling her daughter to add water to the milk, so they can get more money for it.

The daughter pointed out that the Caliph Omar forbade the mixing of water with milk. The mother said: Omar
cannot see us right now (he was listening outside). The daughter replied: if Omar cannot see us, The Lord of
Omar (Allah) can!

Omar marked their house and went back. The next day he gathered his sons and asked for a volunteer to
marry the girl. He threatened that if none of them did, he will. This pious girl that understood Allah’s name
Ar-Ragib must be in the family.

One of Omar’s sons, Assem, married her, and Allah blessed their decendants with a grandson - Omar Bin Abd-
Al-Aziz, the 5% caliph and an extraordinary pious man.

¢ An Open Book

Living with the name Ar-Raqib requires a lot of focus and attention every moment of our lives. We must feel
that Allah is watching our every action, and every thought.

Joall ol gule aﬁ;&g 195831 of 4038 192uls

Al-Mulk 67:13 - And conceal your speech or publicize it; indeed, He is Knowing of that within the
breasts.

To Allah we are an open book. We may have secrets we hide from our family, but nothing is hidden from
Allah. Allah knows and sees everything — past, current, and future. The apparent and the hidden are the same
to Him. Allah is Ar-Ragib: If we fully understand this, many ills in the society will be cured:

e The cab driver who takes the customer the long way to make more money: Allah is Ar-Ragib.

e The doctor who convinces a patient to undergo an un-necessary procedure, so he can make more
money: Allah is Ar-Raqib.

e The worker who slacks off when he knows the manager is not watching: Allah is Ar-Raqib.

e The young man alone in his room thinking no one is watching: Allah is Ar-Raqib.

e The husband who abuses his wife: Allah is Ar-Raqib.
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The list goes on and on. All problems will be cured if we live with the realization that Allah Ar-Raqib ever
watching.

+* Observing the Good

Ar-Ragib not only observes the wrongs, but also observes the good too. We all want our good deeds to be
seen by Allah and recorded. This makes us happy.

We should look at this life as a probation period for our position in Heaven. To qualify, like for any job, we
must go through a period where we are monitored to make sure we are qualified.

Happiness will come in the end if we live knowing Allah is ever-watching.
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44. AL-MUJEEB (THE ANSWERER OF PRAYERS) <uxoJ! il !

Other translations: The Answerer of Prayers, The Responsive One.

Linguistically

The name Al-Mujeeb comes from the root jim waw ba (< s z), with the following classical meanings:

e To answer, respond, reply,
e To give when asked.

A mujeeb is one who responds to a question with knowledge (an answer) or responds to a need with giving.

Al-Mujeeb in The Quran

The name Al-Mujeeb is mentioned explicitly in the Quran, once in the absolute, and once in the specific.
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Hud 11:61 (ending) - so ask forgiveness of Him and then repent to Him. Indeed, my Lord is near and
responsive."

Oguall g2l £45 GI36 Jd3
As-Saffat 37:75 - And Noah had certainly called Us, and [We are] the best of responders.

< Meaning 1: Responds to Supplications

This beautiful name of Allah is related to a great act of worship: supplication (Dua). The Quran is full of verses
where Allah answers the prayers of His servants. He is Al-Mujeeb.
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Ghafir 40:60 - And your Lord says, "Call upon Me; | will respond to you." Indeed, those who disdain My
worship will enter Hell [rendered] contemptible.

Al-Mujeeb is the One Who responds to the needs of a requester, by providing — He is the Close One Who
answers all calls.

If Allah did not want to answer our prayers, He would not allow us to ask Him. The fact that our tongues are
asking, is a great indication that Al-Mujeeb will hear, answer, and provide what we are asking for.

Al-Mujeeb is the One Who puts the need to make Dua in our hearts, so we ask Him. The promise of Allah is
true. He told us to call on Him, and He guaranteed to answer and provide. Al-Mujeeb will answer all prayers,
at the right time, or provide something better instead.
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** Meaning 2: Gives When Asked - No Request is Too Great

In the Quran, when Allah says bsaiuld He answered a prayer, usually a very big request was made in earlier
verses. We may consider a request as difficult, but Allah assures us He is capable, and He answers.

Prophet Ayoub (Job) was afflicted and he called on his Lord to remove the affliction:
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Al-Anbiya 21:83/84 - And [mention] Job, when he called to his Lord, "Indeed, adversity has touched
me, and you are the Most Merciful of the merciful." * So We responded to him and removed what
afflicted him of adversity. And We gave him [back] his family and the like thereof with them as mercy
from Us and a reminder for the worshippers [of Allah].

Prophet Yunus (Jonah) when he was swallowed by the fish, called on his lord for help:
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Al-Anbiya 21:87/88 - And [mention] the man of the fish, when he went off in anger and thought that
We would not decree [anything] upon him. And he called out within the darknesses, "There is no deity
except You; exalted are You. Indeed, | have been of the wrongdoers." * So We responded to him and
saved him from the distress. And thus do We save the believers.

Prophet Zakariya wanted a son to continue God’s work. He was old and his wife barren, his hair was white

and bones frail, but he was constant on calling onto his Lord.
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Al-Anbiya 21:89/90 - And [mention] Zechariah, when he called to his Lord, "My Lord, do not leave me

alone [with no heir], while you are the best of inheritors." * So We responded to him, and We gave to
him John, and amended for him his wife. Indeed, they used to hasten to good deeds and supplicate Us
in hope and fear, and they were to Us humbly submissive.

Prophet Nuh (Noah) prayed to be saved from drowning and the torment of Allah.

edasdl Q381 o AlbTH BEESST* & shumeddl aaald 265 G150 S5
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As-Saffat 37:75/76 - And Noah had certainly called Us, and [We are] the best of responders. * And We
saved him and his family from the great affliction.

Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) his prayers were answered at a later time due to the nature of his request.
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Al-Baqara 2:126 (beginning) - And [mention] when Abraham said, "My Lord, make this a secure city
and provide its people with fruits - whoever of them believes in Allah and the Last Day." [Allah] said.

This prayer was answered hundreds of years later, but it was answered better than prophet Ibrahim was
expecting. Who can believe that a desolate place in the desert turns into a place all believers long for, love,
and honor?

+* Related Names

A name that appears with the name Al-Mujeeb is Al-Qarib — The Close One.

OE3 13] 1001 5523 CaszlaCuyd 3B S& oie alila 1315
Al-Baqgara 2:186 (beginning) - And when My servants ask you, [0 Muhammad], concerning Me - indeed
| am near. | respond to the invocation of the supplicant when he calls upon Me.

This a very profound verse:

1. All the verses that quote people asking, have the reply “Qul” —Say O Mohammad ... In this case the
word “Qul” is not there indicating closeness and directness.

2. Allah used the word d‘s in the singular form and not the plural form to stress the personal connection.

The condition ¢led |3;4nakes the response conditional on calling on Him.

4. Allah did not single out believers. All callers will be answered.

w

Al-Mujeeb in Our Lives

** Points to Ponder

Point 1:

Allah did not appoint a special time to ask Him. Whenever we ask Him, He is there to answer! The last third of
the night is a great time for getting an answer, but any time will also work.

If Allah made 2-3 AM the appointed time when He would hear our prayers, it would have been hard for us.
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Point 2:

Al-Mujeeb is always with us wherever, and however we ask. Imagine if we had to stand in line for our turn to
make a Dua. Al-Mujeeb made it very easy on us: Whenever we call, He is there ready to answer.

It does not matter if we raise our hands or not, move our lips or not.

Point 3:

Allah’s name Al-Mujeeb helps us understand His other names.

An-Nu'man bin Bashir reported: The Prophet (£) said, ssuaJ! g2 <lcuJl "Du'a (supplication) is worship.’
[Abu Dawud]

It is possible not to feel we are a servant of Allah in acts of worship like prayers, or zakat. We will feel it,
however, when we make Dua, because with this act of worship we feel our weakness and helplessness, and
the Majesty and Power of Allah SWT.

When we make Dua to Allah, we are fully aware that we are the servant, and He is Al-Azim, Ar-Razzaq, Al-
Qawiy, Al-Malik, As-Sami’, Al-Basir, ...

Allah’s name Al-Mujeeb makes us appreciate and understand His other names: As-Sami’ Al-Basir. How many
people are making Dua at the same time? He sees and hears all of them. The supplication of one does not
distract Him from hearing the supplication of another.

We feel happy and confident that Allah hears our Dua. We do not get angry with others doing the same thing,
because it is not a competition. Allah hears all, sees all, and responds to all.

+» A Powerful Weapon in Supplication

We have a very powerful weapon in supplication, because Allah SWT is Al-Mujeeb. Allah will never ignore or
not answer the call of any of His servants. This is not possible! Dua is a weapon we should protect ourselves
with, so we will be successful in this life and the next.

Salman narrated that the Messenger of Allah (£) said:
e ah353 O 4] 4535 385 13] 012 (s (@005 oS fg> JWW35 565 6855

“Your Lord is Modest and Generous and would never turn the hands of a slave without gain when he
raises them to Him (in supplication).” [Sunan Abi Dawud — Sahih (Al-Albani)].
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The generous one gives without asking. Allah is Al-Kareem — The Most Generous. How is it then if we ask
Him? We should be certain of the reply.

«» Ask Allah for All Needs

Allah loves that we ask Him of all things, not just important things. If we lose the car keys, ask Allah for help.
We should not by shy to ask Him for anything we need in this life.
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Ghafir 40:60 - And your Lord says, "Call upon Me; | will respond to you." Indeed, those who disdain My
worship will enter Hell [rendered] contemptible.

This verse points to the personal connection we have with Allah when we call upon Him. Allah SWT
considered not calling on Him a reason to enter Hell. Why?

We all need so many things in this life. Do we have someone else to call upon? Why not then call on Allah for
any matter that we need? Not asking is either a sign of ingratitude, or we think someone else will provide!

If we do not ask Allah for our needs, He will be angry with us. We should be aware of this point. We should
be constant and frequent with calling upon As-Sami’ Al-Mujeeb.

He knows each of us and knows our situation and our hearts. We should call on Him for every need we have:
for ourselves, our families, our friends, our community, and our Ummah.

We have so many needs and He is ready to answer our requests if we make them. The fact Allah SWT allowed
us to think of, or utter the request, means He will respond. We should keep in mind that the answer to our
prayers is sure to happen. We just do not know how or when.

If Allah delays answering our request, it may be because there is a benefit for us, or He loves to hear our
voices and see us humble ourselves in front of Him, admitting our helplessness and seeking His support.

¢ Insist When Asking

Allah loves that His slaves insist when asking and repeat their request. If we insist when asking people, they
will get angry with us and turn away. Allah Al-Mujeeb loves to hear our voices asking Him of His bounties.

This act of insisting shows our weakness and the need for our Lord and Master 432 322d). The more we insist in
our Dua, the more Allah will love us. Al-Mujeeb may put us in difficulties if we do not call onto Him. Thisis a
point we need to be aware of.

Allah wants us to go to Him and demonstrate our need for Him, as His slaves and servants.
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s Special Times to Ask

Keep in mind that Allah did not ask us to make supplications in any special format or language. Any will do,
even slang or with just feelings! Make Dua in the language you are comfortable with and the one that puts
Allah’s love in your heart.

Al-Mujeeb loves that we go to Him in special times (any time is good, though):

e The last third of the night,

e Between the Athan and Igama of any prayer,
e The day of Arafah,

e The night of Qadr,

e Ramadan at the time of breaking the fast,

e When prostrating in prayers,

e After finishing reading the entire Quran,

e After giving charity.

+* There are 4 conditions for Allah to Respond to Prayers

Condition 1: One must have certainty that Allah hears and will respond. He is Al-Mujeeb!

Condition 2: Having gs<é (reverence and submission) during the supplication. One must have the proper
feeling that he is in the presence of the Lord, All Mighty. When the heart submits, and the senses are on high
alert and the eyes start to tear up from the reverence of Allah —the answer is certain.

Condition 3: Not rushing the answer of the prayer, nor stopping asking after a period of no results. Losing
hope that Allah will answer, is one reason for the prayer to not be answered.

Conditions 4: Make sure all income is from lawful means. Allah is Pure and only loves what is pure.

We should review our lives and recall the instances where we asked for something and Allah provided. Many
times, Shaytan distracts us from recognizing the answer to our prayers, because he knows if we recognize that
Allah is Al-Mujeeb, we will love Him more and ask Him for more.

We should continuously thank Allah and humble ourselves to attain His mercy and favors.
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45. AL-WASI’ (THE ALL-ENCOMPASSING) a«!gJ! ] !

Other translations: The All-Embracing, The All-Sufficient, The All-Encompassing, The Boundless, The Vast.

Linguistically

The name Al-Wasi’ comes from the root waw sin ‘ayn (¢ » 9), with the following classical meanings:

e Verb: To encompass, to extend, to expand 2«3
e Noun: Abundance, ample means &

e Noun: Capacity and Ability &3

e Noun: Spacious and Vast z«l3

Al-Wasi’ in The Quran

The name Al-Wasi’ appears explicitly in the Quran, 8 times in the absolute and once in the specific relating to
forgiveness.

Sale 2ty du13:£LEG oo 4»3; 1 s @l

Al-Ma’idah 5:54 (ending) - That is the favor of Allah; He bestows it upon whom He wills. And Allah is
all-Encompassing and Knowing.

< Meaning 1: All-Encompassing — Limitless and Endless

Al-Wasi’ is the One Whose:

e Provisions encompass all His creation,

e Mercy covers everything,

e Dominion includes everything in existence,

e Justice encompasses all,

e Knowledge, hearing, vision encompass all His creation,

e Ability encompasses all of creation,

e Attributes are all encompassing of Perfection, Majesty, and Excellence.

Allah’s attributes are All-Encompassing and Vast that we cannot realize them fully, and they are limitless and
never ending.

The attribute of All-Encompassing belongs to Allah, alone.
0\.4.«.:-)‘” &.wl_g 8yl &.w‘_g c‘da.n &wl_g «olaludl &wlg cd'\é." &wl_g ca.n.>JJ| &.«u‘g

This name is like the name Al-Jaleel (The Magestic), adds a sense of limitless to other attributes.
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** Meaning 2: His Forgiveness is Vast and Limitless

The name Al-Wasi’ appears in the specific only once in relation to Allah’s Forgiveness.
s3akall fuul 55 &)
An-Najm 53:32 (partial) - your Lord is vast in forgiveness.

Allah’s forgiveness is vast and limitless, so no one should despair with repentance. His Knowledge is All-
Encompassing. There are sins only punishable by Allah because He is the only One Who knows it, like looking
at something forbidden.

Allah SWT knows us well, and knows we are weak. He is assuring us that He forgives and forgives — He is vast
in forgiveness.

+* Meaning 3: His Bounties are Vast and Encompassing

Another meaning we can understand from the name Al-Wasi’, is the completeness and abundance of Allah’s
rewards and bounties on us. If all of creation would stand together and ask Him, He can provide everyone
completely and amply, without any decrease in His dominion.

Giving one does not distract Him from giving another. His bounties have no limit —enough for all creation and
more.

+* Meaning 4: His Existence Has No Beginning or End

We may say the ocean is vast, but not limitless because we can cross it. Space is vast but is not limitless.

Everything other than Allah, has a beginning and an end. Allah is Al-Wasi’, He has no beginning and no end.

s Name Pairing

A4e 2ul3 All-Encompassing, All-Knowing (7 times)
Rke ol N5 2LA3 0 4353 ol (D U3

Al-Ma’idah 5:54 (ending) - That is the favor of Allah; He bestows it upon whom He wills. And Allah is
all-Encompassing and Knowing.

The name Al-Wasi’ (The All-Encompassing) appeared the most with the name Al-Aleem (The All-Knowing).
Allah’s knowledge is perfect and covers all His creation — All-Encompassing.
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e No atom in His creation is outside of His Knowledge and Control.

e [f we talk, He is All-Hearing.

e If we act, He is All-Seeing.

e [f we are quiet, He is All-Knowing - He knows every thought that goes on in our mind.

His Knowledge is All-Encompassing. This assures us that our reward will be vast because Allah knows our
intention and motivation when we do something. He knows our heart, and He gives us generously from His
bounties if we deserve it.

LS5 lawly All-Encompassing, Wise (1 time)

(65 Gl &1 08 i 3 3 2 i G555 0l

An-Nisa 4:130 - But if they separate [by divorce], Allah will enrich each [of them] from His abundance.
And ever is Allah Encompassing and Wise.

Allah is Wise in His giving and gives in abundance.

Al-Wasi’ in Our Lives

«* | Don’t Know

Even the smartest person will have many things he does not know. For humans, the highest level of
knowledge is realizing we cannot know everything.

The phrase “l don’t know” is one we should use when we do not know. People tend to make things up just to
avoid the appearance of ignorance, and in the process, do a lot of harm especially in religious context.

Allah is the only One Who knows everything.
pule ole 63 (8 3389
Yusuf 12:76 (ending) - over every possessor of knowledge is one [more] knowing.

Even the most knowledgeable doctors will tell you: “This is not my expertise”. No one has complete
knowledge except Allah SWT.

¢ Widen Your Sphere of Influence
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The higher we go in elevation, the more we see. We can see an entire city from 30,000 feet in the air. On the
ground, we can barely see our neighborhood.

Apply this concept to raising one’s status. The higher the status, the wider the vision, and the more generous
in giving and benefits to others.

Most people are only concerned with themselves and their family. There are people who widen their scope
and take an active role with the extended family for example — helping cousins, uncles, etc. This is a higher
status and a wider scope.

Some widen the scope further to their community and are active in spreading good. At the apex of this are
the prophets and messengers. Their scope is all mankind.

< A Believer’s Goodness Encompasses All People

We should be accommodating to everyone around us, for the betterment of humanity.
A believer’s goodness covers all deserving people:

e We provide our services and generosity to all in need,

e We contribute our knowledge for all of humanity,

e We forgive and forget,

e The old accommodates the young,

e The patient accommodates the foolish,

e The knowledgeable accommodates the ignorant,

e The rich accommodates the poor.

e The believer even accommodates the ones who hurt him, in forgiveness.

If we implement the name Al-Wasi’ in our lives, there would be less conflict, more forgiveness, more charity,
more knowledge, and a peaceful life.
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46. AL-HAKEEM (THE ALL WISE) @xSx)! il gl

Other translations: The Most Wise, The Most Judicious.

Linguistically

The name comes from the root ha kaf mim (¢ & ), with the following classical meanings:

e to be wise, knowing the true nature of things - &S5,

e to pass judgment, to decide, pass a verdict — 555,

e perfects things, in accurate proportions, and with excellence — (S,
e doing the right things, at the right time, in the right manner.

Al-Hakeem in The Quran

The name Al-Hakeem is mentioned explicitly, 92 times, in the Quran.

S5 338 U Sfuciol GAE G B y5eil G 0uas o0 883 35l 3BT B35k 0 (2391 § W 33
Lugman 31:27 - And if whatever trees upon the earth were pens and the sea [was ink], replenished
thereafter by seven [more] seas, the words of Allah would not be exhausted. Indeed, Allah is Exalted in
Might and Wise.

<» Meaning 1: Excellence pS>%

Allah SWT has created everything with accurate proportions and function ¢y&ie ggi (Sa,
238 BUALS ¢g8 I )
Al-Qamar 54:49 - Indeed, all things We created with predestination.

If a carpenter cuts a piece of wood off by % inch, the piece will not fit in an accurate design. An accurate
design is described as pS=>=s or with perfect proportions and workmanship.

Al-Hakeem is the One Who perfects things, in accurate proportions, and with excellence. All creation is
designed and operates with Allah’s will and wisdom.

It is Allah’s wisdom that we each have unique fingerprints and retinas for example. Each of Allah’s creation
operates in the ideal manner suitable for its nature — like ants, flies, animals, planets, etc.

< Meaning 2: Perfect and Complete Knowledge

Wisdom (4S=l) is the best action, based on the best knowledge and information.
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Allah has the perfect and complete knowledge of everything - He is All Wise. No matter how much
information we have, we can only stand at the shore of the sea of knowledge. The more we know, the more
knowledge we have about our lack of knowledge.

The perfect Hakeem is Allah SWT, the One with the Perfect Knowledge.
The perfect knowledge is given to us in the Quran and Sunnah.

S5t Tt ¥
Ya-Sin 36:1/2 — Ya Sin, By the wise Qur'an.

ddun|y\§u|3¢o$:d|3ub$l|é.é215;’@.@a5;3§§ UT gl 9k fguudil 33 gl fgud Ea3 3) n bl S i {3 AAJ
s P B

Ali-lmran 3:162 - Certainly did Allah confer [great] favor upon the believers when He sent among them
a Messenger from themselves, reciting to them His verses and purifying them and teaching them the
Book and wisdom, although they had been before in manifest error.

Note: When the word “wisdom” appears with “the book” in a verse, it is a reference to the Sunnah.

+* Meaning 3: Does Not Do What is Not Appropriate

Al-Hakeem does the right thing, at the right time, in the right place, in the right proportions. Wisdom is
combining the above conditions. Violating one or more negates the description of wisdom.

e Doing the right thing at the wrong time is not wisdom.
e Doing the right thing at the right time with the wrong proportions is not wisdom.

Allah SWT has the perfect attributes and knowledge. His creation is all in due proportion, His acts are
measured and timely, and only good results from His actions.

% Meaning 4: Nothing Happens Without Allah’s Knowledge and Will

Nothing happens in this universe without Allah’s knowledge and permission. Not a single thing!

There is only one hand that controls this creation. It raises and lowers, honors and debases, provides and
withholds — all with power and wisdom.

Allah’s Will relates to His Wisdom, and His Wisdom results in absolute goodness. A person may say or do
something contrary to his will, either due to ignorance, pressure, or temptation. In any of these cases, he will
not behave with wisdom.
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These deficiencies are impossible for Allah SWT. Everything Allah wills, happens. What He does not will, does
not happen.

+* Meaning 5: Ever-Existing Wisdom

Humans become wise through experience. As they learn and have more experience, they may become wise.

Allah’s Wisdom is ever-existing. His wisdom has always existed and does not change with time or events. The
Divine Wisdom emanates from the Divine Self. It has no beginning or end and does not change with time.

% Name Pairing

The name Al-Hakeem appears paired with other names. It is important to understand that the coupling is not
for one name to explain another. Both names are perfect on their own and were mentioned to complement
the meaning.

pé-& 3»,:- Exalted in Might and Wise in the use of His Might(47 times)
{&é& @+= Knowing and Wise in acting on His Knowledge (36 times)
Jyo p»Sa Wise and Acquainted with His creation (4 times)

LS5 lawlg All-Encompassing and Wise (1 time)

@55 (4= Most High and Wise (1 time)

s> 135 Accepting of repentance and Wise (1 time)

deo> @55 Wise and Praiseworthy (1 time)

Al-Hakeem in Our Lives

«* Human Nature

When experiencing things we do not like, we behave in one of two ways:

e Some will get angry and consider it an injustice from God.
e Others know it is from Allah, accept it, and are patient.

Allah SWT has the Perfect Wisdom in His creation. Many times, we fail to comprehend and see Allah’s wisdom
in His acts, but that is our shortsightedness.
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«* Surrender to His Wisdom

There is no “by accident” or “by chance” in His creation. If a leaf falls from a tree, it is out of Allah’s wisdom.
Why is someone barren? Why did someone die young? Why did someone live over 100?

They are all due to a great wisdom that only Allah SWT knows.

We may not like it or understand the reason, but we must be certain that Allah does not act without wisdom,
because He is All-Knowing, Capable, Perfect, and Wise.

+* Honor and Wisdom

Wisdom comes from knowledge. Honor is also related to knowledge.

The honor of the student is in the honor of the subject they are studying. The more knowledge they acquire,
the more honor and wisdom they will have. A person working hard to get the complete knowledge of how to
break into a bank safe and steal the money, will not be honorable.

People with specialization in some fields command more respect than others, like surgeons.

There are 3 dimensions to knowledge: enjoyable, beneficial, and leading to happiness. Reading books will give
enjoyment. Some books may have benefit also.

The only knowledge that has all three dimensions is the knowledge of Allah, His attributes, and His commands.
Knowledge of Allah is the only one that leads to wisdom and raises its adherents to higher levels of respect.

When filling a vessel with something, you take out from it what you put in it. Humans are like a vessel; they
speak and act from what is in them.

e [f we fill this vessel with useless information, foolishness comes out in action and speech.
o If we fill this vessel with Allah’s wisdom and faith, wisdom comes out in actions and speech.

s Wise People

Al-Hakeem is one name we have a share in. Wisdom is a desirable trait in humans, described by Allah as
“much good”.

Al-Baqgara 2:269 (partial) - and whoever has been given wisdom has certainly been given much good.

e A woman can be the most beautiful on earth, but without wisdom she would be undesirable.
e A man with all the treasures of Qarun, but without wisdom will squander it all.
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All bounties from Allah without wisdom to make use of it, will turn into misery and regret in the hereafter.

With wisdom, you can be happy even with little means. Without wisdom, one would be miserable even with
all the wealth of the world.

Allah did not like Qarun but gave him a lot of wealth. Allah did not like Pharaoh but gave him power. Neither
were given wisdom, and they had a terrible end.

When Allah loves someone, He gives him wisdom and knowledge. This is the bounty given to the prophets. If
Allah gives you other bounties in addition to wisdom and knowledge, be thankful. However, the best bounty
is knowledge and wisdom.

+* A Believer is Wise

A believer is a wise person. His wisdom comes from his knowledge of Allah, and from implementing the Quran
and Sunnah. Wisdom is in Quran and Sunnah. By implementing the commands in them, we attain wisdom.

We do not need to comprehend something fully to benefit from it. We fly in a plane and have little knowledge
how it operates. Applying Allah’s commands will result in great benefit, regardless of whether we understand
the wisdom behind it or not. We will reap their fruit by following them.

Fear and reverence of Allah SWT is the highest level of wisdom. A smart wise person prepares for the
hereafter in this world. A foolish person does nothing for his hereafter and has false hopes in a good end.

Arich person is not the one with a large bank account. A rich person is the one who does not need others, has
all the sustenance he needs, and is healthy. Silence sometimes is a great wisdom. A person who does not
delve in things that do not concern him is a wise person.

Reading about wisdom is one thing but implementing it in our life is where the benefit is.

** Knowing Allah SWT

A person who has all the knowledge of the world but does not know Allah cannot be called “wise”. The apex
of wisdom is fearing Allah. If we have no fear and reverence for Allah, then we have no wisdom.

A person can have 10 PhDs, and people look at him as a very smart and accomplished person, but he:

e does not know Allah,

e does not prepare for the hereafter,

e does not ponder who created him and for what purpose,
e does not realize the Majesty and Greatness of his Lord.
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This person is foolish and unwise.

Following Allah’s commands is the only path to wisdom. It is like the light that shines ahead when we are
walking in a path full of pitfalls and dangers.

+* Wisdom in Calling to Allah (Da’wa)

Wisdom is especially needed when calling others to Allah SWT.
Gall IET 3h5uddunis o8 Jb 03y (T 3b &5 O bl (G edales. Al Aacdalls A8l G55 Junds o) §31

An-Nahl 16:125 - Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and good instruction and argue with them
in a way that is best. Indeed, your Lord is most knowing of who has strayed from His way, and He is
most knowing of who is [rightly] guided.

Calling to the way of Allah SWT must be done with the best methods based on wisdom. Failing to do so,
results in driving people away from Allah.

May Allah SWT grant us wisdom to navigate the perils of this life.
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47. AL-WADOOD (THE ALL-LOVING) 3333J! 4l gus!

Other translations: The Most Loving, The Most Affectionate.

Linguistically

The name Al-Wadood comes from the root waw dal dal (2 2 s), with the following classical meanings:

Allah, All Mighty, is “Wadood” (All-Loving); and His Divine Name “Al-Wadood” is an emphatic Name derived
from the Arabic word “Wudd” 33 which means love and affection.

Note: “Al-Wudd” 33! is not the same as “Al-Houbb” .l

e “Al-Houbb” &l means “love, as a noble feeling dwelling in the heart”.
e “Al-Wudd” 33! means “manifestation of love by action”. It is a pure and higher level of love, more
general, without envy, jealousy, or resentment.

w 5

If you love someone, your feelings towards them are called “Houbb” &= (i.e. love that exists in the heart).
When such love is translated into action by smiling, or doing a favor, this is “Wudd” 33 (i.e. love in action).

w 9

All those who have “Wudd” 33, must necessarily have “Houbb” <. However, the opposite is not true.

An Example to lllustrate

Someone invites you to dinner and they serve one dish. Another invites you and has 3 kinds of meat, 2 kinds
of rice, juices, fruit, dessert, and flowers.

The first host fed their guest, while the second host performed wudd &l 3545.

Al-Wadood in The Quran

The name Al-Wadood is mentioned explicitly in the Quran, 2 times. It appears in the emphatic and excessive
form of the root, denoting infinite quantity and quality of the act.

3933 fuy 35 Ol 4] 19395 @3 (503 193848l

Hud 11:90 - And ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent to Him. Indeed, my Lord is Merciful and
Affectionate."

39331 Sgaill 3b3
Al-Buruj 85:14 - And He is the Forgiving, the Affectionate,
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% Meaning 1: Pure Love and Affection

Allah’s love is pure and of the highest level - a love that does not have hatred in it.

e Allah loves His creation and provides for all of them.

e Allah loves and supports his messengers and righteous servants.

e Allah’s servants love Him with all their hearts. His love fills their senses and their lives, until they love
Him more than they love themselves.

Allah did not give Himself the name “Al-Habib” The Loving One. Instead He SWT chose “Al-Wadood” to signify
a more complete form of love for His creation with bounties and favors on them.

Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet (£) said,

Jb|dda_;t>‘5.bh.~9‘_}.:p wum{swwu@p‘saumumwmu" I8 &8 3l o2 B3ish 'i"
,yuédymu’ fogh &5 cslail (Il Lod b glind G316 Lo Al & sl

"If Allah loves a person, He calls Gabriel saying, 'Allah loves so and-so; O Gabriel! Love him.' Gabriel
would love him and make an announcement amongst the inhabitants of the Heaven. 'Allah loves so-
and-so, therefore you should love him also,' and so all the inhabitants of the Heaven would love him,
and then he is granted the pleasure of the people on the earth."[Bukhari]

Wasn’t it enough that Allah loved this person? Because Allah is Al-Wadood, He translates His love into action
by asking the angel Jibril to also love this person.

Jibril also exhibits Wudd and wants the inhabitants of heaven to love this person, then the inhabitants of earth
will be pleased with that person.

** Meaning 2: Divine Love

Man’s love and Allah’s love are not the same. When man loves, he becomes inclined towards the one he
loves. If the one he loves goes away, he feels pain and sadness.

This does not apply to Allah, All Mighty. Inclination that entails pain or sorrow does not befit Allah, All Mighty,
but it befits human beings who show submission and humbleness when they love.

When Allah, All Mighty, loves someone, He honors and provides mercy, because He is All Mighty, All Majestic.

+* Meaning 3: Love and Affection for the Sake of His Creation

Allah SWT loves all His creation, and provides for them all from His mercy, affection, and bounties.
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Man, has a special share of the Divine Love and Affection. Allah SWT wants us to love Him and submit to Him
and realize how much we need Him. Allah SWT showers His affection on us, for our sake. Allah SWT does not
need us or need our acts of worship. We need Him!

There are other creatures who worship Allah more than we do —the Angels, yet Allah favored us over them.
Should we not love Allah then and submit to Him?

+* Meaning 4: Al-Wadood and all of Creation — General Wudd

Allah created everything with a specific role to play in this universe. Built into this role are signs of His Love
and Affection that is shared by all His creation.

e The Sunis a source of energy needed for life, but it also has another role — to convey Al-Wadood’s love.
We feel happiness and content when we watch the sun rise or set, enjoy the warmth on a cold day, the
beautiful colors it projects on the clouds, etc. Allah created this beauty to nurture us, just as water and
food.

e The quiet night with a cool breeze, and a beautiful moon reflecting over water for us to enjoy and
glorify Allah —all from Al-Wadood.

e Even shade on a hot sunny day is a sign of the care and love of Al-Wadood.

e There are so many species of fish, but only a few to eat. What about the rest? They are there for our
enjoyment, so we can glorify the Creator for the enjoyment they bring us.

e Flowers are not edible. Allah created them for their look and smell — for our enjoyment.

e The same goes for the rest of creation. Allah Al-Wadood manifests His love and affection through
them.

e We only need some food to stay alive, but Allah created all kinds of meat and fruit of all colors, shapes,
and taste for our enjoyment — out of His Love and Affection.

** Meaning 5: Al-Wadood and the Believers — Special Wudd

135 &ras) 64 Jasis Ll 1sls25 1T Gudll &)

Maryam 19:96 - Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous deeds - the Most Merciful will
appoint for them affection.

For ones who believe and do good deeds, Al-Wadood has a special Love and Affection for them. Allah SWT did
not single out prophets or martyrs. All believers who do good deeds are included! The word J23 is
continuous - In this life, in the grave, on the day of judgement, and in paradise!

Take the example of prophet Muhammad & and the love and affection Allah showered him with:
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At-Tur 52:48 - And be patient, [0 Muhammad], for the decision of your Lord, for indeed, you are in Our
eyes. And exalt [Allah] with praise of your Lord when you arise.

After the prophet was hurt by his people, Allah assured him that he is in Allah’s Care. What a beautiful
assurance from Al-Wadood.

Surat Ad-Duha (the softest part of the night) is an entire chapter revealed when Quraysh were telling the
prophet that Allah has abandoned him. The Quran is full of such examples of Allah’s Love and Affection
showered on the believers.

Al-Wadood in Our Lives

** Human Nature

Man, is a weak creature, full of fears, needs, and wants. Allah SWT guided us to His attributes, to assure us He
is there for us when we need Him.

e Allah Ar-Razzaq is there when we need food and drink to survive.
e Allah Al-Hafeez is there when we need protection and security.

e Allah Al-Raheem is there when we need guidance and correction.
e Allah Al-Aziz is there when we need strength, victory, and support.

We need all the above, and they are very important, but what we need most is love, kindness, and affection.
This is part of our human nature to love and want to be loved.

As we get older, we need more love and affection. This is not just for babies and children. This is where
Allah’s attribute Al-Wadood is needed and appreciated the most.

Allah SWT, The Creator, knows us very well and knows all our needs, and provides all that we need.

% Love for Man

The whole universe is but a substantiation of Allah’s affection for man.

e The entire universe, with its heavens, stars, planets, galaxies, the sun, the moon, rain, fish, birds,
animals, plants, flowers, is but a substantiation of Allah’s “wudd” for mankind.

e Children, who fill the home with life, are of Allah’s “wudd”.

e The great many kinds of fruit are of Allah’s “wudd”.

e Spouses, whom Allah created especially for psychological and physical comfort, are of Allah’s “wudd”.
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e Wool, which Allah created to protect us from cold is out of Allah’s “wudd”.
e All things that Allah has subjected for mankind are out of Allah’s “wudd”.

Allah is Wadood to us, but who are we in the larger scheme of His creation? We are so insignificant, but Allah
loves us and has favored us over many of His creation.

We should feel honored, and love Allah with all our faculties, and not anger or disobey Him.

** Love for The Believers

Allah’s Love for true believers is confirmed in His Book, the Holy Quran.

J.A..\.w Lg u_g.).bl:u QJ).S&." P o)sl Lm_,.dl uLc dJ.bl 4:34.:;.:_9 ‘o.g.u_zg ‘a_g.m &l 3L\ g.9§.£u.9 dad (e pim J.J}é OR |_9.m| QJ..U' l@.ﬁ b
‘wJ..G &.wb 4,U|_9z;lwd RY) 4455) Qi ‘_‘L,as L.aU.)sz)’ 440_9) ujsbu }’3 Ql

Al-Ma’idah 5:54 - O you who have believed, whoever of you should revert from his religion - Allah will
bring forth [in place of them] a people He will love and who will love Him [who are] humble toward
the believers, powerful against the disbelievers; they strive in the cause of Allah and do not fear the
blame of a critic. That is the favor of Allah; He bestows it upon whom He wills. And Allah is all-
Encompassing and Knowing.

Note: Allah mentioned His love first, then the love of His servants. We should appreciate this point.

Allah’s Divine Love for man is manifested by His Divine protection, help, victory, success, mercy, peace,
tranquility, and providing man with all the things he needs.

Man’s love for Allah is substantiated by inclination and attachment, because if Allah forsakes Man, or deprives
him of His Divine Light, he feels unbearable pain and sorrow.

% Seeking Comfort

We make Dua to Allah when we need things. Allah’s name Al-Mujeeb (The One Who Answers) comes to mind,
but how about Al-Wadood?

Allah wants us to go to Him and confide in Him all that is bothering us. This is different than Dua and more
intimate. We do not ask for anything but want someone to hear and comfort us.

Al-Wadood is always there for us to confide in Him all that is bothering us. This is a beautiful form of worship
just like Dua. Allah will provide a sweetness in the heart, and a closeness to Him.
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Prophet Ayoub AS when he was afflicted with a debilitating sickness:

%% 53

a3l 4531 ETs LAl gads 3 45 036 3] Gigils

Al-Anbiya 21:83 - And [mention] Job, when he called to his Lord, "Indeed, adversity has touched me,
and you are the Most Merciful of the merciful."

Prophet Ayoub did not ask for anything here. He was confiding in Allah his situation.
Opal) (55835 Buis b3 4a35 pdas pdlies AlaTBETE0 e 4 Lo AESE 4 Lzl

Al-Anbiya 21:84 - So We responded to him and removed what afflicted him of adversity. And We gave
him [back] his family and the like thereof with them as mercy from Us and a reminder for the
worshippers [of Allah].

Al-Wadood heard and answered (quickly) out of His Love and Affection for His servant Ayoub.

Prophet Yunus when he was swallowed by the fish.

el Bl e G ) Elitase CAT Y| ) Y of ol § 533 aile 50 o of HED Gplis Cbd 3] oghl 133

Al-Anbiya 21:87 - And [mention] the man of the fish, when he went off in anger and thought that We
would not decree [anything] upon him. And he called out within the darknesses, "There is no deity
except You; exalted are You. Indeed, | have been of the wrongdoers."

Prophet Yunus did not ask for anything. He was confiding in Allah his tough situation.
Onie b1 S @) 38501 G BEzS3 A Giilth

Al-Anbiya 21:88 - So We responded to him and saved him from the distress. And thus do We save the
believers.

Al-Wadood heard and answered out of His Love and Affection for His servant Yunus. This intimately confiding
in Al-Wadood is a beautiful act of worship that we should practice and teach to our families.

% Our Duty to Al-Wadood

We should love Allah with all our heart, be obedient, submit to Him, and ask for His bounties. We must be
certain of Al-Wadood’s love and care for us and go to Him for help and support.

We should also be affectionate with our family and with people around us. A kind word, a smile, a generous
act, a gentle speech — so we can have a share of the name Wadood.
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48. AL-MAJEED (THE MAGESTIC) 4s2xal! il !

Other translations: The Glorious, The Majestic, The Most Honorable and Praiseworthy.

Linguistically

The name Al-Majeed comes from the root mim jim dal (> z ¢), with the following classical meanings:

e to be glorious, dignified, majestic, noble, honorable,
e to be lauded, exalted, sublime,
e to be bountiful, exceedingly generous.

In human termes, if a person combines honor, generosity, chivalry, and commendable deeds, he is described as
majeed.

Al-Majeed in The Quran

The name Al-Majeed appears explicitly in the Quran, 2 times.

The name Al-Majeed is in the excessive form of the root denoting meanings of majesty, glory, praiseworthy,
greatness, generosity, and honor.

% Meaning 1: Glorified and Praised 4ss 3y dolas omy ouxs

ezl Gu3all 93 * 393301 39ai)l 3h3

Al-Buruj 85:14/15 - And He is the Forgiving, the Affectionate, * Honorable Owner of the Throne,
Note the vowel on the last word .’g.zoJ‘ It is not describing the throne; therefore, it is a Divine Attribute.

Allah SWT is the Owner of all the attributes of glory, honor, greatness, and perfection. He is Majestic in His
Divine Self, in His Divine Attributes, and in His Divine Acts. Allah is the only One perfect in all aspects,
deserving of all praise, honor, and glory.

His Majesty and Glory prevents us from realizing His Essence. He is High above imagination; Glorified and
Honored.

* Meaning 2: No One Else is Worthy of Majesty and Glory but Allah

Any one glorified, other than Allah, is deficient in majesty, as they will get sick, must sleep, and will die. Allah
Al-Majeed does not sleep, have any deficiencies, or die. He has all the Majesty and Glory.
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No one else is worthy of this attribute. The name Al-Majeed is thought to combine meanings from the
attributes of:

e Al-Jaleel (The Most Honored),
e Al-Kareem (The Most Generous), and
e Al-Wahhab (The Generous Bestower).

** Meaning 3: Established Over the Throne

Allah has glorified Himself by establishing Himself above the highest of His creation —the Throne.

5 5l Jo 350
Taha 20:5 - The Most Merciful [who is] above the Throne established.

How? We do not know. We just know He is dominant over all His creation. Allah did not tell us much about
His Throne but told us about the foot chair under it @nﬂL
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Al-Baqgara 2:255 (ending) - His Kursi extends over the heavens and the earth, and their preservation
tires Him not. And He is the Most High, the Most Great.

How majestic is the Throne if the chair extends over heavens and earth? What can be said about the rest of
Allah’s dominion? Glory and praise be to Allah. Allah’s Glory and Majesty have no end.

** Meaning 4: Great Bounty and Abundance of Goodness

s das- ) cial) BT (8300 6535 sl Cuasedll 3l o el 15918

Hud 11:73 - They said, "Are you amazed at the decree of Allah? May the mercy of Allah and His
blessings be upon you, people of the house. Indeed, He is Praiseworthy and Honorable."

The name appears in this verse in relation to the glad tidings of Isaac and Jacob to prophet Ibrahim and
his wife Sarah. The name Al-Majeed contains the meaning of abundance of goodness, that no one can
stop or push away. Allah is Al-Majeed in everything, if He wants something He says: Be, and it is.

** The Glorious Quran

The attribute of Al-Majeed was also used to describe the Quran.
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Qaf 50:1 - Qaf. By the honored Qur'an...
It contains beautiful words, undisputable facts, deep and clear meanings, miracles, eloquence, and high status.

Allah is Al-Majeed, and the Quran is His words. This makes the Quran glorious and majestic in source and in
content. Itis a glorious and honored book, full of guidance and happiness for mankind.

¢ Name Pairing

lau 3u.o-> Praiseworthy and Honorable

The only name to appear with Al-Majeed is Al-Hameed — The One deserving of All Praise. It is very fitting. The
Majestic One with all perfection in attributes, is the only One worthy of all praise.

Allah also praises His servants for good deeds they do, and in their dedication to Him. The One Who praises
and is praised, is worthy of the name Al-Majeed.

Al-Majeed In Our Lives

** Human Nature

Human nature loves perfection. We are drawn to the beautiful and the perfect.

This worldly life cannot provide us with continuous happiness — on the contrary, we chase something thinking
it is great, but once we get it, it does not feel that great. We quickly get bored with worldly things and
pleasures. This is the nature of this world.

Allah is perfect and has all perfect attributes. We are drawn to perfection, and Allah is the only perfection.
Allah created man such that he cannot be satisfied with anything other than knowing Him.

When we place a worldly goal for our life, like a certain position, once we achieve it, we feel a great void.

When the goal is pleasure, we will eventually get bored. But when the goal is the infinite, like the knowledge
of Allah and closeness to Him, then our outlook, activities, and interests are never ending. They will be ever
interesting and rewarding. The heart will be in a state of eternal youth, even if the body slows down with age.
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% Glorify and Exalt Allah

Believers believe in Allah, and glorify, exalt, praise, and honor Him.

oasdl dUb 5B Y 56 Lpx 380l B3 Hgaii 1§85 Alden § (3% Bolio puouadl &% 3910 3p04

Al-Haqqah 69:30/33 - [ Allah will say], "Seize him and shackle him. * Then into Hellfire drive him. *
Then into a chain whose length is seventy cubits insert him." * Indeed, he did not used to believe in
Allah, the Most Great,

It is not enough to just believe in Allah SWT. We must believe in His Existence and in His Greatness in all
attributes.

Our belief is not sound if we do not praise and glorify Allah. Iblis believed in Allah and the last day but failed in
praising and honoring Him.

% Be Honorable and Helpful

There are small people: all they care about is eating, drinking, working, and getting married. They have no
worries outside their own family unit. But, there are also giants who worry about humanity.

Allah described prophet Ibrahim as:

aioe @153 O] Ibrahim was a nation (An-Nahl 16:120 beginning).
The more a person rises in status with Allah, the wider their circle of concern and responsibility will be.

e Do we care what happens to Muslims in our community, country, or the world?
e Do we feel the responsibility towards others outside of our immediate circle?

The higher our status gets; the more responsibility will be placed on us. We should do all we can to help
people around us, for Allah’s pleasure.

+* Chasing Glory

People who seek glory, power, and the praise of others in this life will surely be disappointed. Worldly glory
fades away and dies.

Al 31015130 Y3 (o301 § 151 Sedsyd Y adl \glass B39 1 alls

Al-Qasas 28:83 - That home of the Hereafter We assign to those who do not desire exaltedness upon
the earth or corruption. And the [best] outcome is for the righteous.
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The true and everlasting glory is in being a humble, obedient servant of Allah, and a helper for all in need in
this world.

Honor and glory are in perfecting manners and behavior in this world.
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49. AL-BA’ITH (THE RESURRECTOR) sl il !

Other translations: The Resurrector, The Awakener, The Dispatcher.

Linguistically

The name Al-Ba’ith comes from the root ba ‘ayn tha (& ¢ <), with the following classical meanings:

e To Revive, Resurrect &,
e Moving something that is at rest, like prodding a camel to make it move from rest,
e To Send, Appoint &ax,

Al-Ba’ith In The Quran

The name Al-Ba’ith does not appear explicitly in the Quran. The name is inferred from Divine Acts.

+* Meaning 1: Resurrecting Creation on the Day of judgement

Allah SWT is the One Who will resurrect His creation for judgement.

TE
d
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Al-Haj 22:7 - And [that they may know] that the Hour is coming - no doubt about it - and that Allah will
resurrect those in the graves.

All the dead will be revived and brought back to life from their graves.

% Meaning 2: Sending Prophets and Messengers

Allah SWT sends guidance to humanity through messengers and prophets to remind people of their duties to
their Creator.

9B R 153535 Ul 193381 of Vgl 451 8§ Gias 33

An-Nahl 16:36 (beginning) - And We certainly sent into every nation a messenger, [saying], "Worship
Allah and avoid Taghut."

The messengers were sent to all humans and jinn, so no one can claim they did not receive guidance from
their Lord.
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* Meaning 3: Sending His Servants on the Path of Good

Another meaning of Al-Ba’ith, is He SWT inspires His servants to do things for their own benefit or corrects
them when they go astray.

We are created with a free will. Allah SWT, in His Infinite Mercy, does not leave us to our actions that may
lead to destruction. He sends situations that correct our actions and bring benefit.

If a servant pays his zakat, Allah SWT may send him down a path that leads to great financial gain.

¢ Meaning 4: Sending Help

Another meaning of Al-Ba’ith, is the One Who revives His servants with help and support, in tough times. He
also revives His servants by accepting their repentance.

+* Meaning 5: Bringing Life from the Dead

We see evidence of this name all around us. Allah revives things we consider dead like seeds or a barren land.
The land dies in winter, then Allah brings it back to life in the spring. This is Ba’th. cius el lgia

Seeds found in the pyramids, dormant for thousands of years, grew once planted. Allah SWT shows us many
proofs that He will bring us back from the dead one day, just like he brings a plant from a dead seed.

Al-Ba’ith in Our Lives

¢ Reviving the Heart

We sometimes get depressed and feel unable to do things. When we ask for Allah’s help, He SWT revives our
body and spirit and enables us to do things by giving us strength, determination, and assistance.

Hearts can die when they move away from the path of Allah. Going back to Allah, revives the heart, and
brings it back to life, as Allah SWT sends mercy, peace, and tranquility to the hearts of His servants.

el o RS2 13) J 935 iy | gazeiiol 195aT ol Ll b

Al-Anfal 8:24 (beginning) - O you who have believed, respond to Allah and to the Messenger when he
calls you to that which gives you life.

Life is not about eating, drinking, working, and getting married. The highest levels of life is knowing
Allah, closeness to Him, obedience to his orders, and good manners with his creation.
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% We Die Every day

Sleep is called the smaller death. We must sleep every day as the soul must return to its Creator.

Allah resurrects us every day it is decreed for us to be alive. Our life is given to us on a day-to-day basis.
We should spend our time in the obedience of Allah, and not in His disobedience.

This life is a place for trials. The hereafter is where the true reward is.

s Belief in Resurrection

A believer believes in resurrection after death, without any doubt. Perfect justice requires that there is a final
reckoning where the full extent of our actions in this life are completely accounted for.

Belief in resurrection should act as a reminder and a deterrent that we will be judged one day. We will all rise
from the dead and see all our deeds right in front of us, accurate and complete.

Al-Isra’ 17:14 - [It will be said], "Read your record. Sufficient is yourself against you this Day as
accountant.”

Resurrection is not a new beginning, but a continuation of this life. Death is the separation of the body and
soul. The soul is created to be eternal, either in bliss or in punishment. Dying is not the end of life. Thereis a
life in the grave until resurrection, and the grave is either a piece of heaven or a piece of hell.

If we truly believe there is a life in the grave, then how can we disobey Allah? May Allah save us in our graves
and on the day of resurrection.

+* Introspection

A believer reviews his life constantly and corrects the deficiencies before it is too late. All our actions, no
matter how great, if they do not benefit us or others, then what good are they?

Our duty to the name Al-Ba’ith is:

e We judge ourselves in this world, before we are judged,

e Revive our hearts with love and obedience to Allah,

e Spend our time wisely in this world for the benefit of all,

e Prepare the best deeds for the ever-lasting life that awaits us.
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50. ASH-SHAHEED (THE WITNESS) dagia)l il ool

Other translations: The Witness, The Certifier, The Testifier.

Linguistically

The name Ash-Shaheed comes from the root shin ha dal (2 » Ji). Itis in the excessive form

o to witness 34,
e what is seen 33gddl,
e to testify L,

Testifying requires physical presence and observation with one’s own eyes. A testimony is the act of informing
about what was witnessed and seen.

Ash-Shaheed in The Quran

This beautiful name, Ash-Shaheed appears in the Quran many times, both in the absolute form and in the
specific form.

k)
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An-Nisa 4:166 - But Allah bears witness to that which He has revealed to you. He has sent it down with
His knowledge, and the angels bear witness [as well]. And sufficient is Allah as Witness.

< Meaning 1: Witness Over All Things

Sagd g (oo 08 00 A3 & b gy 480 SLiad] & ) shat Lay agiiid laad A agtais a0
Al-Mujadilah 58:6 - On the Day when Allah will resurrect them all and inform them of what they did.

Allah had enumerated it, while they forgot it; and Allah is, over all things, Witness.

Allah SWT is the Ever Present, nothing escapes His Knowledge or Watch. He sees everything and is very
acquainted with all details. He is a Witness over all things, perfectly and completely:

e He hears all sounds, loud and soft.

e He sees all that exist, apparent and hidden, small and large, down to the minute detail.
e He testifies for His servants and is a Witness over them.

e Nothing escapes His Knowledge and Observation.
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“ Meaning 2: Makes People Witness their Actions p@ll-wi R dgdnd
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Al-Isra’ 17:14 - [It will be said], "Read your record. Sufficient is yourself against you this Day as
accountant.”

Allah will have all deeds in an accurate record. The record will be a witness for, or against man.

< Meaning 3: Allah Witnessed to His Oneness

Allah Ash-Shaheed has witnessed to His Oneness, and to His Justice in the Quran.
(S5l S50t 3b ) ) e Jasually 36 pladt oy ASi0Mag 3 ) ) & it gk

Ali-Imran 3:18 - Allah witnesses that there is no deity except Him, and [so do] the angels and those of
knowledge - [that He is] maintaining [creation] in justice. There is no deity except Him, the Exalted in
Might, the Wise.

% Meaning 4: Allah Witnessed that the Quran is His Words

Allah witnessed that the Quran is His words. It is the truth, valid for any place and any time!

The Quran itself is a testimony from our Creator. The content is a witness to the accuracy of what Allah has
said in the Quran, and Allah’s Divine Acts.

When Allah tells us if we truly believe and do righteous acts, we will have a good life.
43 B> il Gajh 3h3 (31 51 85 3 L et ()3

An-Nahl 16:97 (beginning) - Whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a
believer - We will surely cause him to live a good life,

The good life a believer lives, is a testimony from Allah that His words are true.

Promise of punishment for the unbelievers is also stated in the Quran, and we witness many instances of a
miserable life for unbelievers.

Taha 20:124 (beginning) - And whoever turns away from My remembrance - indeed, he will have a
depressed life,
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The remembrance referenced in this verse is the Quran. If we do not read it and contemplate it, and do not
observe the do’s and don’ts in it, we will have a miserable life — fear, stress, depression, difficulty, and loss.

Wealthy unbelievers are many times miserable and may commit suicide in despair.

% Meaning 5: Giving Victory to the Weak is a Testimony from Allah that He has Full Control

Some people transgress the rights of others, and act with tyranny and injustice. Allah is Ash-Shaheed - He is a
witness over what the oppressors are doing.

When Allah overtakes the oppressor, and gives victory to the helpless, that is a testimony from Allah that He is
in full control over His creation.

% Difference between Ar-Raqib (The Overseer) and Ash-Shaheed (The Witness)

The name Ar-Ragib (The Overseer) is close in meaning to Ash-Shaheed (The Witness). They are equivalent,
and both contain the meaning that Allah is ever present, seeing and witnessing everything. Overseeing
requires presence and witnessing.

e Allah has the perfect knowledge, He is Al-Aleem.
e When His knowledge extends to the unseen, He is Al-Khabeer.
e When His knowledge extends to the seen, He is Ash-Shaheed.

Prophet ‘Isa combined both names:

'; 9T S (%
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Al-Ma’idah 5:117 - | said not to them except what You commanded me - to worship Allah, my Lord and
your Lord. And | was a witness over them as long as | was among them; but when You took me up, You
were the Observer over them, and You are, over all things, Witness.

Ar-Ragib is more specific than Ash-Shaheed. It involves complete observation, including the hidden thoughts,
as well as what can be seen. Ash-Shaheed includes observation of the seen, but also has an added part of
being a witness to it.
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Ash-Shaheed In Our Lives

s Testify When Asked

A witness is someone who was present and saw something with their own eyes.
If we witness something, it is an obligation to testify when asked.
193 s 13) 21agad O s
Al-Baqara 2:282 (partial) And let not the witnesses refuse when they are called upon.

Avoiding testifying is a sin. Telling the truth and testifying accurately is a duty upon a believer. Testifying is
obligatory even against one’s self, family, or relatives.

+* False Testimony

Abu Bakr narrated: Allah's Messenger () said:

e.,— 2
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“Shall | not inform you of the biggest of the great sins?" We said, "Yes, O Allah's Messenger (¥)" He
said, "To join partners in worship with Allah: to be undutiful to one's parents.” The Prophet (££) sat up
after he had been reclining and added, "And | warn you against giving forged statement and a false
witness; | warn you against giving a forged statement and a false witness." The Prophet kept on saying
that warning till we thought that he would not stop. [Bukhari]

False testimony, or witnessing with what was not seen, is one of the biggest major sins. There are people
willing to give testimony for money. People who put a price on their principles, have no weight or regard with
Allah.

False testimony is a very serious sin. No believer should come near it.

% Judging Others

The word 8342l glso has the meaning of judgement. Judging others is Allah’s responsibility, especially when it
related to their faith. Allah is The Witness over their goodness or evilness.

We should refrain from placing such judgement, and always think good of others. All we can do is witness and
try to advise, with the utmost wisdom, and in the best of ways.
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s Trusting the Quran

In human scale, some deeds may look like a losing proposition — like giving a loan with no interest, or as a gift.

5

GBLAN (3555 B3I &l 3k
Al-Baqara 2:276 (partial) Allah destroys interest and gives increase for charities.

Who do we believe? Allah has witnessed that His Words are true. True prosperity is in what Allah has
enjoined — charity and zakat.

+ Relying on Allah

Tawhid is the highest level of belief. We must work hard to achieve this level.

Allah Himself witnessed to His Oneness and His Justice. If we witness that Allah is One, then we must only rely
on Him for our needs. If we rely on someone else, He SWT will abandon us as a worldly punishment.

The prophet’s companions at the battle of Hunain, were deceived by their numbers and were certain of
victory. They were 12,000 strong — the largest army they had ever assembled.
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At-Tawbah 9:25 - Allah has already given you victory in many regions and [even] on the day of Hunayn,
when your great number pleased you, but it did not avail you at all, and the earth was confining for
you with its vastness; then you turned back, fleeing.

Allah taught them a lesson in humility, that victory comes from Allah alone, and not from numbers or
weapons. Preparation is necessary, but victory can only come from Allah.

Knowing Allah is Ever Watching, should be an incentive to perfect our manners and our deeds according to
what pleases Him, and a deterrent to avoid what angers Him SWT.
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51. AL-HAQ (THE TRUTH) @=d! dbil gl

Other translations: The Truth, The Reality, The Just and Correct.

Linguistically

The name Al-Hag comes from the root ha qaf qaf (& & ), with the following classical meanings:

e What exists with 100% certainty, stable, present and does not change, with proof, and without
doubt,

e Confirmed and agrees with reality — example of a witness’s claim,

e What is fixed, constant, and does not perish.

If something exists and you believe, and confess that it exists, this is the truth; while if something does not
exist, but you believe incorrectly that it exists, this is falsehood.

cpinl) 33 - True Certainty

The truth is to be certain 100% - (s
i) e L5080 A5 % auadd) G308 (il ale () salad 33K

At-Takathur 102-5/7 - No! If you only knew with knowledge of certainty... * You will surely see the
Hellfire. * Then you will surely see it with the eye of certainty.

ol G5 53d 1a &)
Al-Wagqi’ah 56:95 - Indeed, this is the true certainty,

e If you see smoke, you are certain there is a fire since there is not smoke without fire. This is (&l Ale,
e If you go to it and see the flame with our own eyes, you have more certainty. This is (&l (e
e If you stick our hand in the flame and get burned, this is 100% certainty. This is (sl s,

Al-Haq (the truth) is the opposite of Al-Baatil (falsehood), and is what matches reality, with proof, and with
100% certainty.

Al-Haq is also what has a noble purpose in it, opposite of playfulness and jest.

Al-Haq in The Quran

The beautiful name Al-Haq appears explicitly in the Quran, 9 times.
S5t Gl din Juasd
Taha 20:114 (beginning) - So high [above all] is Allah, the Sovereign, the Truth.
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The word Haq is mentioned 238+ times and is usually accompanied by great things.
manll 41548550 Hasb 5505 3L (a5 wisleddl 3

At-Taghabun 64:3 - He created the heavens and earth in truth and formed you and perfected your
forms; and to Him is the [final] destination.

% Meaning 1: Exists with Certainty

Al-Haq is what is certain and exists. Allah SWT must exist for His creation to exist and continue.

Allah, Al-Hagq, is the Truth: His Existence, His Words, His Promises, His Threats, His Acts, are the Truth, and He
Guides to the Truth.
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Yunus 10:31/32 - Say, "Who provides for you from the heaven and the earth? Or who controls hearing
and sight and who brings the living out of the dead and brings the dead out of the living and who
arranges [every] matter?" They will say, " Allah," so say, "Then will you not fear Him?" * For that is
Allah, your Lord, the Truth. And what can be beyond truth except error? So how are you averted?

Allah is The Truth, and anything outside of this truth is falsehood. He creates, provides, causes life and death,
and handles all affairs. He is the true Lord Who exists without an end, and does not change!

¢ Meaning 2: Establishes the Truth

Allah is Al-Hag. He gave us a baseline for what truth is, with His words, The Quran.
Osayeall 88 315 G 31 &l 33
Yunus 10:82 - And Allah will establish the truth by His words, even if the criminals dislike it."

Any source other than Quran and authentic Sunnah, that contradict this truth, is considered falsehood. Allah
is Al-Hag. He makes the truth prevail over falsehood.

If injustice is done, Allah SWT will support the wronged and establish the truth. If falsehood is practiced, Allah
Al-Haq will defeat it and establish the truth.

s
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Al-Isra 17:81 - And say, "Truth has come, and falsehood has departed. Indeed is falsehood, [by nature],
ever bound to depart.”
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The nature of falsehood is it will always perish. The issue is, if the truth does not replace it, other falsehood
will take its place, then perish too —and the cycle will continue.

Allah gave us the example of water and fire to illustrate this point further:
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Ar-Ra’d 13:17 - He sends down from the sky, rain, and valleys flow according to their capacity, and the
torrent carries a rising foam. And from that [ore] which they heat in the fire, desiring adornments and
utensils, is a foam like it. Thus Allah presents [the example of] truth and falsehood. As for the foam, it
vanishes, [being] cast off; but as for that which benefits the people, it remains on the earth. Thus does
Allah present examples.

Water and pure metals are a metaphor for the truth — Al-Haqg — precious and full of good. It sometimes may
be covered on the surface with foam and useless things, but it is always there. Falsehood vanishes, but the
truth remains.

Falsehood will disappear, no matter how long it exists, because it is not based on the truth.

+* Meaning 3: Created Everything with a Purpose

Another meaning of Al-Haq is the opposite of useless play. Heavens and earth were not created for fun or
play. Allah SWT created them for a noble purpose.

manll 41568550 Hasb 5505 3L (a5 wisleddl 3

At-Taghabun 64:3 - He created the heavens and earth in truth and formed you and perfected your
forms; and to Him is the [final] destination.

The entire universe is based on the truth, rights, and justice. If truth and justice disappear, the heavens and
earth will be ruined. The Sun has no right to move from its path, nor the Earth has the right to stop spinning.

The entire universe and all creation are based on the truth. If anyone goes in the opposite direction of the
universe, they will surely be frustrated and exhausted!

barbysh 0083 b (b 48 DU U5 basd 025 (a3 C3e)I iadl pheighl ol 2 13
Al-Mu’minun 23:71 - But if the Truth had followed their inclinations, the heavens and the earth and

whoever is in them would have been ruined. Rather, We have brought them their message, but they,
from their message, are turning away.

Imagine if the elements were under man’s control: Rain here but not here, or get the sun up later depending
on the mood!
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«* The Truth is One

Allah is commanding prophet David to judge with the truth.

1 oo 58 ol Gl el Joa 8 liaid (5381 o5 5 3 {3 ol o 5 36 oY § dads BGas G) 59315
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Sad 38:26 - [We said], "O David, indeed We have made you a successor upon the earth, so judge
between the people in truth and do not follow [your own] desire, as it will lead you astray from the
way of Allah." Indeed, those who go astray from the way of Allah will have a severe punishment for
having forgotten the Day of Account.

Then in the very next verse, Allah SWT says:

leu.a 19328 Gadd Ja,s |3J95‘_,aJJ|ubuU.>szbLo.q.wLogua 315 2lacdl GALS W

Sad 38:27 - And We did not create the heaven and the earth and that between them aimlessly. That is
the assumption of those who disbelieve, so woe to those who disbelieve from the Fire.

How does the creation of heavens and earth, relate to judging with the truth? Because, there is only one truth
in creation!

We all have a role in establishing a portion of it. It does not change with time, and it is the basis of creation. If
the entire human race gets farther from the truth, it does not mean that the truth is not there.

The ones who are with the truth are the ones close to Allah. The rest are in falsehood and misguidance.

* Related Names

The name Al-Haq (The Truth) is close to the name Al-Adl (The Just).

Haq is sometimes translated into “a Right” as in “Rightfully mine - Haqqi”. Haq is a right, where Adl is giving
every rightful owner his true rights, i.e. implementing Hag.

Al-Haq in Our Lives

+ Certainty in Faith

Al-Haq — the truth — is what matches reality, with proof, and with 100% certainty.

How can a believer say 4 ¥) 41l ¥ i agil and he is not 100% sure, with proof, that it is true? Belief that is less
than 100% certain, is a deficient belief that does not follow the truth completely.
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A believer cannot be “almost certain” there is a heaven, for example. True faith must be demonstrated in life,
where belief, words, and actions match, and completely conform to the truth.

+ Created with a Purpose

We were created with the freedom to believe. Thisis a “Haqg” we were given. We were created to establish
the truth on this earth as a “Khalifa”.

0,801 sl &5 3h V) &) Y gad) et i JuEd  Geaasd Y ) (K515 ik @SUALS T adiusdl

Al-Mu’minun 23:115/116 - Then did you think that We created you uselessly and that to Us you would
not be returned?" * So exalted is Allah, the Sovereign, the Truth; there is no deity except Him, Lord of
the Noble Throne.

We were not created only to eat, drink, sleep, work, and play. This is a useless existence (abath). We were
created to seek the truth and establish it on this earth.

This is the truth of our existence in this life. The other side of that truth is that we will return to Al-Haq for
judgement.

s Implement the Truth

Justice is the implementation of the truth. This must be constant, and not subject to whims and
circumstances.

0558915 G5 o il 3 i 13 2l a8 158 19T o0

An-Nisa 4:135 (beginning) - O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm in justice,
witnesses for Allah, even if it be against yourselves or parents and relatives.

Standing for justice against one’s self or family is a hard test from Allah SWT, to see if we will follow the truth.
b1 19855055354 L 5 1530119 3 f 35 T iyt sl 136 ool 153 19847 ol & g
e oy s il
Al-Ma’idah 5:8 - O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm for Allah, witnesses in justice,
and do not let the hatred of a people prevent you from being just. Be just; that is nearer to

righteousness. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is Acquainted with what you do.

Hating someone, or some tribe, or some nation, should not be the basis of whether we do justice or not.
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s Conquest of Samarkand in Uzbakistan

During the rule of Umar Bin Abdul-Aziz, may Allah be pleased with him, the Muslim army conquered the city of
Samarkand and there were celebrations of victory and happiness.

The priest of the city sent a letter to Umar complaining that the army did not give them 3 days to believe or
surrender, which was the norm. Umar sent a letter to the judge there to investigate the matter. The judge
found that the army leader was afraid that if he gave them 3 days, they would fortify themselves, and the
battle would drag on.

The judge refused that argument and ordered the army to leave the city and wait 3 days. The people of the
city realized that Muslims were following the truth and not worldly gains, and most of them entered Islam.

+* The Devil’s Deceptions

The devil’s role in this life, is to confuse man, and portray falsehood as the truth, and the truth as falsehood.

3,982 0%%
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Ibrahim 14:22 (beginning) - And Satan will say when the matter has been concluded, "Indeed, Allah
had promised you the promise of truth. And | promised you, but | betrayed you.

We must review our belief and our acts in light of the truth:

e |s our belief in Allah correct?
e Isour belief in the prophets correct?
e Does our view of current events match the truth?

Belief must match the truth. Words and actions must be in line with the truth. But to be on the side of the
truth, requires knowing The Truth. Knowing Allah is the basis of our faith since He is The Truth.

Allah, Al-Haq, is the only Truth in the universe. Every act that gets us closer to Allah is the truth (Haq).
Everything that moves us away from Allah is falsehood (Batil).

We should never put our personal desires ahead of the truth. We need to love the truth, live with the truth,
say the truth, not hide the truth, and die on the truth.
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52. AL-WAKEEL (THE DISPOSER OF AFFAIRS) J4SJ! il !

Other translations: The Trustee, The Guardian, The Disposer of Affairs, The Advocate.

Linguistically

The name Al-Wakeel comes from the root waw kaf lam (J & ), with the following classical meanings:

e to appoint or entrust for the care or management of something,
e to have a commissioned agent, a guardian of one's interests,
e torely upon, confide in, lean upon, submit to.

The trustee can be given a complete authorization to dispose all affairs on behalf of the person, or the
trustee can be given a limited authorization over a specific matter.

Al-Wakeel in The Quran

The name Al-Wakeel appears explicitly in the Quran, once in the absolute form, and many times in the
specific form.

UeSa1 @255 A G- 19383 Glay) pB3D Ab 35305 (KT 19205 38 Guldl &) (el 48T UG Gl
Ali-lmran 3:173 - Those to whom hypocrites said, "Indeed, the people have gathered against you, so

fear them." But it [merely] increased them in faith, and they said, "Sufficient for us is Allah, and [He is]
the best Disposer of affairs."

+* Meaning 1: The Disposer of Affairs

Al-Wakeel is the One Who with His perfect knowledge, power, trustworthiness, and excellence, disposes
the affairs of His servants. He will not fail them or leave them for someone else to take care of them.

e Many parents fear for their children what will happen to them in this world.
e Many of the youth are not sure what is waiting for them in this world, jobs, marriage, family, etc.
e Many people wanting to start a business and not sure how to proceed and what is waiting for them.

Allah is Al-Wakeel: He is the One we trust with all our affairs, after doing our best.

% Meaning 2: The Trustee

There are 3 conditions when appointing a trustee:
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1. You have full trust in them that they will not betray you,

2. The trustee has experience and competent, so they will not fail you,

3. The trustee must care for you and have your best interest and not ignore you after a while, or not have
the time for you.

Allah SWT is the one offering to be the Trustee before we even ask.
S b o585l Je (53
Al-Ahzab 33:3 - And rely upon Allah; and sufficient is Allah as Disposer of affairs.

Allah is trusted, because He controls everything is this universe, All-Powerful, Competent, and loves His
servants. If we put our matter in the hands of Al-Wakeel — He SWT will never fail us!

** Meaning 3: Qualifications of Al-Wakeel

Many verses where Allah is asking us to put the trust in Him, all have signs of Allah’s Greatness and Power.
Allah SWT, before asking us to make Him our trustee, He showed us His qualifications, so we have no doubt.

Rl a3 &) * Gl 3 AT * o G 53 Gl gl susall JE (B35

Ash-Shu’ara 26:217-220 - And rely upon the Exalted in Might, the Merciful, Who sees you when you
arise, And your movement among those who prostrate. Indeed, He is the Hearing, the Knowing.

Allah is Mighty, Merciful, All-Hearing, and All-Knowing. How can we go to someone else?
s 03lis Qg 4 (S5 eondiey iy Cashi Y sl (21 Je (85

Al-Furgan 25:58 - And rely upon the Ever-Living who does not die and exalt [Allah] with His praise. And
sufficient is He to be, with the sins of His servants, Acquainted -

He is The Ever Living? He will never abandon us. Should we trust in others who will die?
S5 505 08 e 3hgusich U5 G 4
Az-Zumar 39:62 - Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is, over all things, Disposer of affairs.

He is the Creator of all things, and He disposes all affairs. Is there a clearer sign from Allah that we should put
our trust in Him? All conditions for trust are met, perfectly.
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Al-Wakeel in Our Lives

** Trust in Al-Wakeel

We are weak. Problems come at us for all directions: We may lose our job, a child may get sick, the list is long.
If we do our part and have full trust in Al-Wakeel, all problems will be solved!

Ooladd B2 Jh, s g4l (B335 bbb 4K 3491 2535 alls pai5 ilsletdl Lk i

Hud 11:123 - And to Allah belong the unseen [aspects] of the heavens and the earth and to Him will be
returned the matter, all of it, so worship Him and rely upon Him. And your Lord is not unaware of that
which you do.

Allah SWT knows the unseen, and is All Capable, so trust in Al-Wakeel with all certainty and confidence. Allah
in this verse is clarifying who it is we are supposed to have trust in and why we should.

iS5 536 3b V) ) ¥ ykally @ Aadl &5

Al-Muzzammil 73:9 - [He is] the Lord of the East and the West; there is no deity except Him, so take
Him as Disposer of [your] affairs.

Do our needs lie outside what is between the East and the West so we look for someone else? No!
If we appoint Al-Wakeel to run our affairs, will we worry about the results? No!
& e «lsgiis such a powerful statement when it comes from the heart, and with full conviction.

When we sign the power of attorney papers, do we have any doubts? If we do, then why did we sign them? If
we trust other people with our worldly affairs, shouldn’t we trust Allah more? We hire the best attorney to
represent us in court, and we sit comfortably in court that the matter is in good hands. Should we have less
trust in Al-Wakeel?

¢ Incorrect Understanding of Al-Wakeel

No one should have the wrong understanding of the name Al-Wakeel. One should seek the best attorney, the
best doctor, the best for any problem. This is part of our share of the responsibility. We must act. At the
same time, we should have the firm belief that only Allah has the solution —and He may bring it through the
people we are seeking.

Sometimes Allah closes all doors, then brings the solution from ways we never expect! We must have trust in
Allah first, then seek experts to help us, knowing fully well that the solution will come from Allah only!
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We ask people with our body, but in our heart, we are firm that Allah SWT is the only One Who will get
results!

s Do Your Part

We do the best we can, then we trust the results to Al-Wakeel. This is the true understanding of Twakkul.

There is one condition for Allah to accept this trust: we must do our best first! There is no such thing “l am
sleeping in my bed and have appointed Allah as my Wakeel to run my affairs”. We must do our part. This
cannot be stressed more!

Allah sent to prophet Muhammad & Al-Buraq to carry him from Makkah to Jerusalem. When they reached
Jerusalem, the prophet tied him to the wall. This is a special being sent for a special mission. He was not
about to run away. Regardless, our faith teaches us we must do our part (bl 33Y),

s Allah SWT is Sufficient

When we have a problem, do we rely on Al-Wakeel?
i 545 ol Je (B5 2
At-Talaq 65:3 (partial) - ... And whoever relies upon Allah - then He is sufficient for him.

If we put our trust in Allah, He will be sufficient for us.

The Supplication: JASJ-N a3y dul Giss "Sufficient for us is Allah, and [He is] the best Disposer of affairs."
e is what prophet Ibrahim said before he was thrown in the fire.
e is what prophet Musa said when Pharaoh was closing in on them.
e is what the companions of the prophet said after the battle of the moat when they heard Quraysh was
gathering to wipe them out.

This is the contract we sign with Allah, with our tongue, with our heart, with our feelings and faculties. A
complete reliance on Allah that He SWT will take care of us, when we do our part.

A true reliance on Allah will give us the confidence we need in this life. We will be sure of ourselves that
whatever happens is Allah’s plan, because we asked for His help.

** How do | know if | am A Mutawakkil?

There are five things, if any have some or all of them, is a person who trusts Allah (Mutawakkil).
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1. Intimes of trouble, you find yourself mentioning Allah’s name Al-Wakeel repeatedly and feel it in your
heart. (Example: Prophet Ibrahim and the fire).

2. People will lose hope when all the ways and the people they were counting on, fail them. A
Mutawakkil will increase in hope, knowing Allah alone has the solution. (Example: Prophet Muhammad
& when his uncle and his wife died a month apart, when he needed them most).

3. If the earnings are from illegal sources, then the person is not a Mutawakkil. This person did not wait
for Allah to provide legally. This shows a lack of trust in Allah’s provisions.

4. Do not be over-anxious and fearful of the future. We will have some concerns, but we should not go to
extremes of depression and anxiety. The prophet said: Whoever cries on his death bed worrying about
who will support his children, is not a Mutawakkil!

5. Put the best effort physically and surrender your heart to Al-Wakeel for the results. Prophet
Muhammad & during his migration to Madinah hid in a cave. Quraysh reached that cave. His trust in
Allah saved them. The prophet did all he can, effort wise (Hiding Ali in his bed, taking a different route,
etc.), but had an unshakable trust in Allah that He SWT will save them when assuring Abu Bakr by
saying: “What do you think of two people, Allah is their third?

% Byliwd! 8Mso Istikhara Prayer

The best practical forms of reliance and trust in Allah is the prayer of Istikharah (8,1 830).

If we have an issue or a matter we are not certain about — after we have done our research, we go to Al-
Wakeel by praying 2 rak’as and supplicate as the prophet taught us. This way we leave the decision making to
Al-Wakeel, for He will pick the best outcome.

+ It Takes Training

Reliance and Trust in Allah comes gradually with training.

Prophet Moses when he saw the stick turn into a snake, ran away in fear. Later when he saw the magicians’
tricks felt a little fear. Later when he was in front of the sea with the enemy closing in, his reaction was

opMas 5 B8 U6
Ash-Shu’ara 26:62 - [Moses] said, "No! Indeed, with me is my Lord; He will guide me."

This comes after much training. Tawakkul on Allah requires we train ourselves on trusting Him is every
matter, small or large, until we reach this stage of absolute certainty.
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53. AL-QAWI (THE MOST STRONG) $y&J! il !

Other translations: The Possessor of All Strength, The Supremely Strong, The Most Strong.

Linguistically

The name Al-Qawi comes from the root gaf waw ya (s s &), with the following classical meanings:

e Strength, power, and Ability — ¢ 3,
e Firmness, endurance,
e Seriousness and determination — 332,

Strength is the opposite of weakness and inability. It is the self-motivation and ability to perform an act and
see it through until completion.

Al-Qawi in The Quran

The name Al-Qawi is mentioned explicitly in the Quran, 9 times, in the absolute form.

Soadl (s98)l 3b &5 &)

Hud 11:66 (ending) - Indeed, it is your Lord who is the Powerful, the Exalted in Might.

% Meaning 1: The Source of Strength and Power <J1& dudiy Y 838JL B guo g0

Allah SWT is the Supremely Strong. He is the only source of strength and power in the universe.
358 ool) dll Glaydd G- dul 19338 e

Al-Haj 22:74 - They have not appraised Allah with true appraisal. Indeed, Allah is Powerful and Exalted
in Might.

All power and strength in existence emanates from the Divine Power and Strength. His Strength is Absolute
and Supreme, and cannot be resisted, matched, or repelled. Allah SWT is able over everything in His creation.
No one and nothing is like Him.

< Meaning 2: Strong in His Actions delai] (ds yol3 dlad 3 S99

Allah SWT cannot be defeater or overcome.
558 L9 i &) Jify OF Gy din 8

Al-Mujadila 58:21 - Allah has written, "l will surely overcome, | and My messengers." Indeed, Allah is
Powerful and Exalted in Might.
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He is powerful in implementing what He wills. Nothing can stop Him or prevent Him from accomplishing what
He wills.

Ervay3eld! 31 )2 AL 553 3 daly 4635 93 (57 Jad 938 oo

Al-An’am 6:147 - So if they deny you, [0 Muhammad], say, "Your Lord is the possessor of vast mercy;
but His punishment cannot be repelled from the people who are criminals."

All strength fades in comparison to His Strength.

% Meaning 3: Strong in His Vengeance 3«3 9 Caap 4 jimy ¥ aiihay 3 593

In humans, vengeance is a negative trait, full of injustice and oppression. A tyrant may get creative in the
torture and oppression of others. Allah’s Vengeance comes down and removes the tyrant and his injustice.

Al-Buruj 85:12 - Indeed, the vengeance of your Lord is severe.
Allah is strong and unrelenting in His vengeance against transgressors. He does not weaken or hesitate.

Allah SWT gives us many reminders of His Infinite Power and Strength. Earthquakes, tsunamis, and hurricanes
are all but small reminders of His power. No matter how strong we may think of ourselves, we are utterly
helpless to resist His Strength.

% Meaning 4: Victory Belongs to Allah Exclusively la&d dwai) dudadl caS

Victory belongs to Allah exclusively. He gives it to whom He wills. Allah SWT put the decree in writing, so we
can be assured of His suppport:

3058 G598 i & S OF GAY d S

Al-Mujadila 58:21 - Allah has written, "I will surely overcome, | and My messengers." Indeed, Allah is
Powerful and Exalted in Might.

s Name Pairing

The name Al-Qawi is only paired with the name Al-Aziz (The All-Mighty).

3455 & 5% Powerful, Mighty (7 times)
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Allah SWT is powerful and Mighty. He cannot be overtaken, and He supports His servants and makes
them victorious.

Al-Qawi in Our Lives

s Believer’s Love for Allah is Strong

Human nature is attracted to the strong, the powerful, and the perfect.

Allah SWT gave us the gift of existence. He beautified our forms and our manners. He gave us faith, strength,
happiness, vision, hearing, and so many bounties we cannot count. Our love for Allah should be the strongest
love in our lives. All others are secondary.

]
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Al-Bagara 2:165 - And [yet], among the people are those who take other than Allah as equals [to Him].
They love them as they [should] love Allah. But those who believe are stronger in love for Allah . And if
only they who have wronged would consider [that] when they see the punishment, [they will be
certain] that all power belongs to Allah and that Allah is severe in punishment.

Man, disobeys Allah for many reasons: the love of a woman, position, money, why? Allurement and beauty of
these things drive man to chase after them, while overlooking the source of beauty and perfection — Allah
SWT. This is out of ignorance.

The difference between a believer and a non-believer, is that a believer knows the source of power, strength,
and beauty. He holds fast to the source, while others are holding on to mirages. The smartest person is the
one who loves and obeys Allah the most.

You may love someone, but be certain you will leave them, or they will leave you. Death is the great
separator. When loving anyone other than Allah SWT, separation is a certainty. Loving the Ever-Lasting is the
only ever-lasting love.

+ Strong with Allah

If we think we are strong, then we are weak. Attributing strength to skills, physical power, or experience, is a
weakness. Attributing Allah’s bounties on us to ourselves, is a weakness. Attributing our strength to the One
Who provided it, is strength.

e Qarun attributed his wealth and power to himself, and he was destroyed.
e Pharaoh claimed power over Egypt, and he was destroyed.
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We are strong, if we are with a strong one. We are rich, if we are with a rich one. We are wise, if we are with
a wise one. Our source of strength is in our need for Allah’s Help and Assistance.

3
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Hud 11:55/56 - So plot against me all together; then do not give me respite * Indeed, | have relied

upon Allah, my Lord and your Lord. There is no creature but that He holds its forelock. Indeed, my Lord
is on a path [that is] straight.

Prophet Hud demonstrated that strength comes from Allah alone. He challenged his people to hurt him. They
could not and were destroyed!

Allah has the perfect Strength and Power. If we are with Allah, implementing His commands and refraining
from His prohibitions, then we are strong and powerful.

80 e 56 41 8,05 )

Ali-Imran 3:160 (beginning) - If Allah should aid you, no one can overcome you;

P
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Muhammad & 47:7 - O you who have believed, if you support Allah, He will support you and plant
firmly your feet.

Strength and victory come from Allah, but at a price. We must earn it by obeying Allah and championing His
causes. Expecting victory without doing our part is wishful thinking. It will not happen!

We must have victory over our own selves, before Allah gives us victory over our enemies. When we give
victory to the poor, the needy, the hungry, and the oppressed, then we can hope for Allah’s victory.

«» Self Audit

The greatest calamity is when a disaster falls, and we do not learn from it and correct what is wrong.
25 08 98835 (ol L34S b danas o5 (3L L

Ash-Shuraa 42:30 - And whatever strikes you of disaster - it is for what your hands have earned; but He
pardons much.

The verse is clear: if we do wrong, disasters will follow. If we do not review our actions to see why something
happened, and correct it, that is another disaster. There is no need for punishment if we are on the straight
path. Sins will invite correction from our Lord.

Allah will help us if we are sincere and obedient. He will provide strength, safety, honor, assistance, and
victory to the righteous.
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% Strength in Tawhid

Strength comes from Tawhid — acknowledging that all decisions, power, perfection, and majesty belong to
Allah exclusively.

Allah ordered us to worship Him alone after He conveyed to us that All matters return to Him. All power and
perfection belong to Him. Our life, our family, our job, our health, are all in His Hands. If we go to someone
else, we will lose. Strength is in being with Allah in every matter.

Our strength is in the realization of the Oneness of Allah and demonstrating it in our lives. We should be
humble and reduce the use of the word “I ...” and replace it with “with Allah’s help ...”.
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54. AL-MATEEN (THE FORCEFUL ONE) {giel! dbil g

Other translations: The Firm, The Steadfast, The Ever-Constant, The Strong and Stable.

Linguistically

The name Al-Mateen comes from the root mim ta nin (o < ¢), with the following classical meanings:

e to be strong, firm, hard,

e to be solid, robust, durable,

e to be steadfast, certain, sure, unfailing,

e elevated and hard surface, like the back of an animal, or the solid part of high ground.

Mateen is a description relating to stability, toughness, and durability in strength. There are things that may
be temporarily strong, like ice. They cannot be described as Mateen.

Think of a braided steel cable, used to lift elevators. This cable can be described as mateen because it is firm
and lasting, durable, and tough in its strength.

In physics, anything that resists pulling is called Mateen. Anything that resists pressure is Qasi, like diamonds.
The strongest element that resists pulling is braided steel. That is why it is used for elevators and bridges.

Al-Mateen In the Quran

The beautiful name Al-Mateen appears once in the Quran in the absolute form.
broalt 83801 55 B30 5 el O
Adh-Dhariyat 51:58 - Indeed, it is Allah who is the [continual] Provider, the firm possessor of strength.
The description of mateen is mentioned twice about Allah’s plan.
G55 S B i

Al-A’raf 7:183 & Al-Qalam 68:45 - And | will give them time. Indeed, my plan is firm — strong and
unfailing.

% Meaning 1: Perfect Power

Allah SWT is Al-Mateen — has the complete and perfect power. His power reaches all, and no one is immune
from His power.
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His strength is tough, constant, and ever-lasting, in any place and any time, able over all creation. He does not
need helpers to implement His plan. His strength emanates from His Divine Self.

People’s strength decreases with age. Allah Al-Mateen is ever-strong, without any change in His strength.

Allah is Al-Mateen, He affects everything, and nothing affects Him. He has no competition in His strength and
ability. Applications of His strength does not cause Him any fatigue.

% Note on the Word 415

The word 45 when attributed to humans, is a negative term implying scheming or an evil plot.
1568 &STa* 1368 Gyg0eSs 3l
At-Tariq 86:15/16 - Indeed, they are planning a plan, * But | am planning a plan.

Not every act attributed to Allah can be used as a beautiful name. For example, it is not correct to say Allah is
L. The correct understanding of the Quranic text is that the enemies of Allah may be strong and are plotting
and scheming against the believers. Allah SWT counters their evil plotting with wise, just, merciful, and
powerful acts to protect the believers.

The same word was used linguistically to counter the original act.
Igkal Gaddl )2 23135 & &)
Al-Haj 22:38 (beginning) - Indeed, Allah defends those who have believed.

This verse confirms that Allah will defend the believers. Allah has all beautiful and perfect names. His
perfection does not allow for evil plotting. He is high above it.

+* Related Names

The following names are all related and similar in aspects of strength.

e Qawi - Strong - the One Who is all-mighty and possesses inexhaustible strength.

e Aziz - Mighty —the One Who is strong and irresistible, and no one like Him.

e Mateen - Firm - the One Whose nature it is to be firm, determined, and steadfast.

e Qahhar - Dominator - the One Who dominates, conquers, overpowers

e Mugtadir - Determiner - the One Who uses supreme power to enforce whatever Divine wisdom
decrees He decides.
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Al-Mateen In Our Lives

s Be Strong

Human nature loves strength and perfection. The more we know about Allah, the more we will love Him,
obey Him, and want to be close to Him SWT. If we put our hopes in someone else, we are sure to be
disappointed.

A believer should never humiliate himself in front of enemies or show humility or weakness. If we are with Al-
Mateen, we are strong and invincible, because He is strong and invincible. If we are in Allah’s care and
protection, no one can get to us without His permission.

All provisions come from Allah and not from His creation, as confirmed in the verse.
bl 83401 93 G530 3 il &)
Adh-Dhariyat 51:58 - Indeed, it is Allah who is the [continual] Provider, the firm possessor of strength.

Be strong and ask Allah for all your needs, big or small.

¢ Allah’s Firm Grip

Man, cannot escape the grip of Al-Mateen, which is strong, firm, and overpowering. It does not matter how
strong man becomes, he is always weak and helpless to His Lord.

The strongest element that resists pulling is braided steel. It is like we are chained to a steel cable. There is no
escape, and no amount of pulling will gets us free. In a fraction of a second, we can go from healthy and
strong, to being crippled, helpless, or dead.

We must watch our actions and our words, and make sure we are in full compliance with Allah’s commands.
This is the only way we will be safe because we are attaching ourselves to Allah Al-Mateen.

«* Be a Mateen in Your Faith and Action

Our share of the name Al-Mateen is we become firm and resolute in implementing what Allah orders and
refraining from what He forbade. We should not waiver or weaken in our resolve.

The faith in our heart must be pure. Iron, if mixed with impurities, is weaker than pure iron. The purer we are
in our faith, the stronger and firmer we will be on the straight path. Perfecting our actions testifies to our
strength and resolve.

Allah loves for believers when they do something to perfect it. It is part of our faith.
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¢ Regarding Non-Believers

There is no issue with being strong and tough in this world.

85525 U1 538 4 H9ta3 i) by (a5 535 §re pAREL s 4d) 19Ty

Al-Anfal 8:60 (beginning) - And prepare against them whatever you are able of power and of steeds of
war by which you may terrify the enemy of Allah and your enemy...

Our weakness and humbleness are between us and Allah. Regarding people, and especially non-believers, we
are commanded to show strength and resolve.

Abu Hurairah (RAA) narrated that the Messenger of Allah (£8) said:

el L 013,,:@3:3, b ¢ |_9,L.b.ml.nul.cua)>| A 3, Gl w;mw»m Jl c,&@,iscsgiiig,fgﬁi
OB ok 785 3Ju » Jad 2Ld L3 dul 538: Js‘_,g_g,ws_gws‘)salisdlj) 45 Y6

“A believer who is strong (and healthy) is better and dearer to Allah than the weak believer, but there
is goodness in both of them. Be keen on what benefits you and seek help from Allah, and do not give
up. If anything afflicts you do not say, ‘If | had done such and such things, such and such would have
happened.’ But say, ‘Allah decrees and what He wills He does,’ for (the utterance) ‘If | had’ provides an
opening for the deeds of the devil.” [ Muslim].

We should walk among people with honor, and with heads raised high — but not be arrogant and tyrannical.
Weakness in faith drives some people to lower themselves in front of others. This is a weakness that Allah
does not like for His servants.

e [f you want to be the strongest person, rely on Allah for all your needs.

e [f you want to be the richest person, have more certainty in what Allah has for you, than what is in
your hand.

e [f you want to be the most honored person, have Tagwa and reverence for Allah.

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 274




55. AL-WAALI (THE GOVERNOR) J!sJ! ] !

Other translations: The Sole Governor, The Friendly Lord, The Protective Ruler.

Linguistically

The name Al-Waali comes from the root waw lam ya (s J 3), which is common to 2 other names, Al-Walii J ¢/,
and Al-Mawlaa Jg<J!.

The classical meanings from the root are:

e Managing affairs: An example is a father who manages his household’s affairs, or a CEO who manages
his company’s affairs, or a governor in charge of managing his people’s affairs.

e Ownership, with full right to act freely: Both conditions must be present: ownership, and the right
to use it freely. One may have the right to do whatever you want in a house, but you do not own it, or
vise versa. Al-Waali is one who has ownership and full rights to do whatever he wants with it.

e Friend, Helper, and Supporter: A Walii comes from the same root. This name carries meanings of
closeness, care, and aid. A Walii is the guardian, protector, close friend who cares, and an ally.

Al-Waali in The Quran

The name Al-Waali does not appear explicitly in the Quran but is inferred from the word wal (9J!).
M6 129 a3k 2001 315 1315 fguundily W 195355 (55 03y o 383 Y Ul Glacl 43T Gy Ligthhig Al a3 435 0 b ikt &
JIs e w93 oo o) W34 355
Ar-Ra’d 13:11 - For each one are successive [angels] before and behind him who protect him by the
decree of Allah. Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a people until they change what is in
themselves. And when Allah intends for a people ill, there is no repelling it. And there is not for them
besides Him any patron.

% Meaning 1: Ownership with Freedom to Act

Allah Al-Waali, is the Sole Owner of all things, and He SWT is the One Who manages all affairs, freely and
absolutely.

This beautiful name gives us meanings of:

e Full ownership and responsibility,
e Masterful planning,

e Ability to act,

e Skill, knowledge, and expertise,

e Plans will get implemented,
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e Capable management of all affairs,
e Full freedom in doing what He wants.

If all these conditions are present in anyone, then the title Waali is applicable.

Operating this universe requires managing its affairs, having power and ability, and overseeing all things.
Knowledge psks, power yiids, and expertise s> are all implied in the name Al-Waali.

** Meaning 2: Experienced in Disposing Affairs

Expertise is a critical component to governing. Knowledge is helpful, but experience is required.

Experience is much deeper than knowledge. Humans get experience through trial and error. Allah’s
experience is absolute and constant. It is always there, does not change, and is not acquired. It emanates
from the Divine Self.

How many revisions are done to human inventions? They are never-ending, because man’s knowledge is not
perfect.

How many changes to human design has there been? None! Allah is Knowledgeable about His creation, and
His designs are always perfect.

+* Meaning 3: Disposer of All Affairs

Sometimes, you see parents ignoring their parental responsibilities and are absent or busy. Allah Al-Waali, is
Ever Present, and manages the affairs of all His creation with perfect ability and expertise.

He guides His servants, corrects them sometimes, rewards them sometimes, and disposes all their affairs in
this world and the next, in the best manner possible.

The deeper our faith is, the more we realize that Allah SWT is behind all events. The shallower our faith is, the
more we see the hands of creation behind the events.

Allah SWT is the only disposer of affairs. There is no other power in the universe planning and executing. We
sometimes plan but fail to accomplish the plan. Allah SWT can implement His plans, perfectly.

J,) W] Y3 Al-Buruj 85:16 - Effecter of what He intends.
Allah SWT manages all the affairs of His creation: life, death, bodies, sustenance, planets, everything!
People may decree something, then retract it under pressure from others.
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Ar-Ra’d 13:41 (partial) - And Allah decides; there is no adjuster of His decision.

There is no power in existence that can affect Allah’s management of His creation’s affairs.

% Meaning 4: Care for His Creation

Many people with authority and power, use their positions for their own benefit, sometimes at the expense of
others. How many governors abused their powers for their own enrichment? We see this in politics quite
often.

Al-Waali SWT has His creation’s benefit in all His Divine Acts and Planning. Disposing of Affairs always benefits
His creation.

There are things in our lives we have some control over, like free will, and many other things we have no
control over, and are compelled to follow.

We have no choice in who our parents are, time and place of our birth, how long we will live, and what we will
experience in our life, for example. All these events that we have no control over, Allah Al-Waali manages
them to our full benefit.

We would be in a great loss if someone else, or worst yet, ourselves managed them.

Al-Waali in Our Lives

% Tawhid

All of Allah’s beautiful names brings back to a single theme — Tawhid — The Oneness of Allah and Al Syl Yy,
There is only One Governor, One Planner, One Disposer of affairs, and One Creator.

Human nature prefers the powerful and the perfect. When given the choice to align with someone weak and
someone strong, human nature always chooses the strong. A strong one can deliver on their promises. A
weak one, even if they love you more, cannot deliver.

When we realize fully that governorship and disposal of affairs belong to Allah SWT alone, we transform from
allegiance to humans who focus on their own interest, to the Creator Who manages our affairs for our benefit.

A human may have control over us, takes our wealth to add to his, and tasks us with things we cannot bear.
However, Allah’s control is with mercy, wisdom, ability, love, and benefit for His creation.
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** Peace of Mind

If a father is an expert in managing the affairs of his household, small and large, the entire family feels safe
and secure.

When a believer feels that Al-Waali is managing all his affairs, facilitates his future and his endeavors, with
Wisdom, Knowledge, Full Power, and Expertise, he feels safe and secure in nearness to Him. Moving away
from Allah is the main cause for fear, anxiety, insecurity, loneliness, and many other ailments we see.

Life is not easy, full of fast changing events, difficulties, impediments, and temptations. We stand at the base
of a mountain of problems in our lives, wondering how we can ever get past it. The only solution is to
surrender to Allah and plead for His Divine Care and Support.

Safety and peace can only be realized when we have the full conviction that all matters are in Allah’s Capable
Hands.

+» Care, Protection, Accountability, and Punishment

Safety and security comes from Allah alone. The verse where the name Al-Waali was derived from, is full of
Divine Care.

3 29 58 01 ST 1305l s 19583 55 3 6 343 Y 1 Dfadl )31 o Dglaling adlS (05 45 0 08 Slpad 4
J13 o0 493 s o) B34 355
Ar-Ra’d 13:11 - For each one are successive [angels] before and behind him who protect him by the
decree of Allah. Indeed, Allah will not change the condition of a people until they change what is in
themselves. And when Allah intends for a people ill, there is no repelling it. And there is not for them
besides Him any patron.

A governor’s duties include managing the affairs of his subjects, love, care, and discipline. All these themes
are present in the verse. Al-Waali is telling us:

e He will care for us and send angels as protectors and recorders of our deeds.

e He will manage our affairs, but we must do our part first. We have a responsibility to our Lord to mend
our ways, before His Help and Assistance will be provided.

e There is no escape from His punishment, when it is deserved.

e There is no other Waali, who will take better care of us, besides Allah.

This verse is very profound if we understand it fully. It is a call to action, when it is in our power, to help
others and make a change for the better in the society, before Allah will help us.
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We all have circles of influence: in ourselves, family, community, work, society, and the world at large.
Establishing Allah’s commands in our sphere of control, Allah will take care of us in things outside of our
control — like sustenance, natural disasters, and sickness. This is a Divine Rule.

+* Be a Waali

Our share of this name is we must act as a Waali in what is in our control: Family, work, society, etc.

e Taking care of people under our influence,

e Managing their affairs to their benefit and not to ours,

e Taking full account of actions and correcting the bad ones,
e Enjoining good and forbidding evil,

e Guiding others to Allah.

If we do that, Allah will take care of us, facilitate all our affairs, and bless us, our wealth, and our time.

(rdl) B2giad * Gacly Bls * (ls ofasl a B

Al-Layl 92:5/7 - As for he who gives and fears Allah * And believes in the best [reward], * We will ease
him toward ease.

There is no such thing as someone got lucky or has a green thumb. There is only facilitation from the Lord.
Using our time to learn about Allah and His commands, giving in His causes, and believing in Him, will result in
Divine Facilitation of affairs.

5 T
.
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Al-Layl 92:8/10 - But as for he who withholds and considers himself free of need * And denies the best
[reward], * We will ease him toward difficulty.

Failing to manage our time on this earth wisely, to increase our knowledge of Allah and implement His
commands, will result in much difficulty.

May Allah help us do all that pleases Him, and we ask Him to run all our affairs, for no one can do it better
than Him, All Mighty All Merciful!
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56. AL-HAMEED (THE PRAISEWORTHY) 40! il !

Other translations: The Praiseworthy, The Praised One.

Linguistically

The name Al-Hameed comes from the root ha mim dal (> ¢ ), with the following classical meanings:

e to praise with deep feelings of adoration and submission,
e to speak well of, honor, commend,
e tothank, to reward a favor.

4=l (praise) is the opposite of pdJ! (blame, revile).

There is a difference between praise (“e=J!) and thanks (y<&J1). They are similar in meaning, but praise is
more encompassing than thanks.

You praise a person for his good manners or physical traits, but you thank him for a good deed.

e If apersonis praised, he is Mahmoud s ge>xs.
e When the person’s commendable traits are many, he is called Muhammad Je>s &5.
e A person is called a Hameed 4=, when he is praised for his many commendable actions.

Al-Hameed in The Quran

The name Al-Hameed is mentioned explicitly in the Quran, in the absolute form. Al-Hameed is in the excessive
form of the root, denoting excess is quality and quantity of praise.

deasdl Blo o] 19db3 31 G OB J] 19403

Al-Haj 22:24 - And they had been guided [in worldly life] to good speech, and they were guided to the
path of the Praiseworthy.

< Meaning 1: Deserving of All Praise

Al-Hameed is the One Who is deserving of all praise. He SWT is praised for His Oneness, and His Perfect
Attributes, worthy of all praise.

17,85 85785001 5 5 4 o6 @l Al § Gl 4 o5 105 s @ ol oy Jasdl s

Al-Isra 17:111 - And say, "Praise to Allah, who has not taken a son and has had no partner in [His]
dominion and has no [need of a] protector out of weakness; and glorify Him with [great] glorification."

No one besides Allah SWT is deserving of all praise and thanks. One may love his parents and praise them for
their favors, but Allah SWT is the One Who put mercy and love in the hearts of the parents, so He is the One
deserving the praise.
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Allah SWT enforces this concept many times daily as we read Al-Fatiha in our prayers:
imdadl &5 dy Asdl Al-Fatiha 1:2 - [All] praise is [due] to Allah, Lord of the worlds.

Al-Hameed praised Himself and clarified that all praise is due to Him.

¢ Meaning 2: Praised for His Divine Acts

Allah SWT is praised for what He creates, and for the guidance He provides. Every atom in creation praises Al-
Hameed.

(958 Uk O &) odund O54AE5 Y 535 oy il ] sish 03 015 -oged 025 oI5 il Clglal 4 s
Al-Isra 17:44 - The seven heavens and the earth and whatever is in them exalt Him. And there is not a
thing except that it exalts [Allah] by His praise, but you do not understand their [way of] exalting.
Indeed, He is ever Forbearing and Forgiving

Allah SWT is praised for everything:

e Praised for what He created,

e Praised for what He ordered,

e Praised for what He forbade,

e Praised for sending messengers with guidance to humanity,

e Praised for creating angels to protect man,

e Praised for His justice with His enemies — He will not treat them unjustly,
e Praised for His bounties and support of His servants,

Allah SWT is also praised for the disobedience of His servants. How can that be?

Allah SWT, in His Infinite Wisdom, gathered believers and non-believers together, and did not separate them
by space or time. The truth gets stronger when challenged. Believers get stronger when challenged by non-
believers.

On the day of judgement, we will praise and thank Allah SWT for making the non-believers the reason we
turned to Him, and endured hardships and hurt for His sake, to deserve paradise and His pleasure.

The devil’s job is to deceive man and confuse him. This deception makes believers return to the
knowledgeable among them for clarification, and this increases their faith and resolve as a result.
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% Meaning 3: Praised by His Believing Servants

Allah SWT is Al-Hameed, praised by His believing servants, because they know this life is a place for trial and
not a place for comfort and rest. Believers do not despair because they know that trouble in this life, is a way
to earn goodness in the hereafter. They praise Him for the good and the bad, because they understand the
nature of this life, and hope for the compensation in the hereafter.

The believers praise Al-Hameed when they enter paradise, for His guidance and favors on them.
355 39ha) G55 O-d3adl G2 Cal il dy dasdl 15)3

Fatir 35:34 - And they will say, "Praise to Allah, who has removed from us [all] sorrow. Indeed, our
Lord is Forgiving and Appreciative —

They praise Him for alleviating all the problems of this life. Sickness, difficulties, sorrow, sadness, war, all will
fade away, as believers enter paradise.

¢ Name Pairing

The name Al-Hameed was paired with other beautiful names:

NWES 2'_99 Free of need and Praiseworthy (10 times)
Suasdl G531 3h dinlgadll J) 215840 Q3T (I G G

Fatir 35:15 - O mankind, you are those in need of Allah, while Allah is the Free of need, the
Praiseworthy.

KWEN] y)-:-" Mighty, Praiseworthy (3 times)

ol 303800 il 154083 OF I) Rdie 19385 53

Al-Buruj 85:8 - And they resented them not except because they believed in Allah, the Exalted in
Might, the Praiseworthy,

Allah SWT is Mighty, and does not need anyone, yet He is Praiseworthy for all the favors He bestows on His
creation. This is due to the perfection of His attributes.

Other single occurrences

Suasdl Y301 309 4inds 745 1518 s ua ope Gl UK sl 383

Ash-Shuraa 42:28 - And it is He who sends down the rain after they had despaired and spreads His
mercy. And He is the Protector, the Praiseworthy.
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Allah SWT guards and protects His creation and never abandons them, and His creation praise Him for it.

o 055 bd Poyuddld fo Y5 4335 5 e Pl ash Y

Fussilat 41:42 - Falsehood cannot approach it from before it or from behind it; [it is] a revelation from
a [Lord who is] Wise and Praiseworthy.

When we ponder Allah’s Wisdom in His Divine Acts, we cannot help but praise Him, because His acts only
bring about good.

- 0
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Hud 11:73 - They said, "Are you amazed at the decree of Allah? May the mercy of Allah and His
blessings be upon you, people of the house. Indeed, He is Praiseworthy and Honorable."

Allah SWT does whatever He wishes. No one can question Him, and He does not have to justify His actions to
anyone. Yet, in the Quran, He gives us many reasons for His commands. He is Praiseworthy for that.

Al-Hameed in Our Lives

¢ Good Speech is the Path to Al-Hameed

Good manners and good speech are commanded in many verses, to gain the pleasure of Allah SWT.
drasdl Blno o) 19385 J3a)1 e ol J) 19db3

Al-Haj 22:24 - And they had been guided [in worldly life] to good speech, and they were guided to the
path of the Praiseworthy.

As if the verse is telling us that the way to Al-Hameed is by good speech in this life.

+* Praise the Source and not the Favor

The concept of praise is well known. Man, has so many things to be thankful for: Good health, security, safety,
a good income, a nice house, a loving family, among many bounties from Allah SWT.

The difference in appreciating these favors, is that a believer recognizes they are from Allah SWT, and praises
Him for it, saying s,

A non-believer will attribute them to other reasons, like effort, skill, talent, position, and such.
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Qarun attributed his wealth to his own skills and knowledge.

e ple o gl 3 06
Al-Qasas 28:78 (beginning) - He said, "l was only given it because of knowledge | have."
A non-believer sees the favor, while a believer sees the Giver of the favor, Al-Mun’im el

A believer is honorable, he enjoys the favor and shows appreciation for the giver. A non-believer just enjoys
the favor and ignores the giver. How ungrateful!

A believer sees the giver in all affairs: a nice house, a loving family, good income, and all sorts of favors from
Allah — He praises the Giver by saying PARves |}

Praising Allah as the source of all good, instead of praising the gifts, invites the continuation of favors from
Him.

** Praise Allah in all Conditions

No one besides Al-Hameed, deserves praise for the good and the bad that befalls His believing servants in this
life.

4001 G13d & Y3 540 B8 a3 103 BIab st iy dasdl 15385

Al-A’raf 7:43 (partial) - And they will say, "Praise to Allah, who has guided us to this; and we would
never have been guided if Allah had not guided us.

Al-Hameed’s servants call on Him and praise Him with acts of obedience, supplication, and requests for
support, until He honors them by admitting them to His paradise.

The first thing they will say upon entering, is <4 3-35=j|, Praise to Allah. The verse gives us the image of
someone looking back on their life, all the difficulties they had to endure, and all the effort they put, to reach
this status.

We must praise and thank Allah in all conditions. All that happen to a believer, is for his benefit. May Allah
SWT make this realization firm in our hearts and guide us to His Praise.
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57. AL-MUHSI (THE APPRAISER) sa=sll ] !

Other translations: The Reckoner, The Appraiser, The Accountant.

Linguistically

The name Al-Muhsi comes from the root ha sad ya (s ue ), with meanings of enumeration.
Linguistically it means knowing the details of things — to enumerate.

Enumeration includes counting, but it is much wider in meaning.

Allah says in Surat Maryam in 19:94 14& RENY pjbl-sam NH

“He has enumerated them and counted them a [full] counting.”

Allah used both terms to convey 2 points, so the two words are different!

e If I'say: “I have 30 books in my library”, that is counting them, or <.
e If I say: “I have read and absorbed the knowledge in the books”, that is («ga=1.

A Census is another example: Counting gives us 100 people, while enumerating gives us ages, level of skills,
and other valuable information.

The word (¢a=! is about intimate and full knowledge of something, motivations, reasons, circumstances,
apparent, hidden, and results.

Al-Muhsi in The Quran

The name Al-Muhsi does not appear explicitly in the Quran, but the act is mentioned in the Quran in relation
to Allah’s Divine Act of enumeration, 5 times.

Al-Mubhsi is the One Whose knowledge encompasses all things, small and large, apparent and hidden. Nothing
escapes His knowledge.

% Meaning 1: Enumerates All Actions for the Day of Reckoning

None of us can recall all the actions we did in our life, or the words we said.
Jugds g8 O B d15cb9ads bl Blastclglok Wy oiK lhues dUI (48855 533

Al-Mujadila 58:6 - On the Day when Allah will resurrect them all and inform them of what they did.
Allah had enumerated it, while they forgot it; and Allah is, over all things, Witness.

Allah SWT knows all of it, with complete detail of the action, the circumstance, the intention, the reasons, and
the outcome.
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We will see all our actions on the day of judgement, replayed for us in a clear and detailed record.
1353 daial 333 4T 4485 * 1iE abaEd phlast A8 * 102 (s T Y] oI5 wisleidl § o I of
Maryam 19:93/95 - There is no one in the heavens and earth but that he comes to the Most Merciful as

a servant. * He has enumerated them and counted them a [full] counting. * And all of them are coming
to Him on the Day of Resurrection alone.

Allah Al-Muhsi has the complete and expert knowledge of all His creation. We will all be resurrected and
brought back to our Lord for reckoning. Allah Al-Mubhsi, will prepare the detailed record for the day of
judgement, with full enumeration of all our deeds — good and bad, small and large.

+* Meaning 2: Intimate and Complete Knowledge

Al-Muhsi is the Knowledgeable One with every detail about His creation.

s | § Bl S sosh 85 ph36T5 15038 s L3805 §3all o5 CH]

Ya-Sin 36:12 - Indeed, it is We who bring the dead to life and record what they have put forth and what
they left behind, and all things We have enumerated in a clear register.

If you ask a person a question about something, it is common to hear “l don’t know”, or “Let me research and
get back to you”.

Allah has the Perfect Knowledge of everything. He knows the count of breaths of every creature, the
movements, the thoughts, the actions, Everything! If a leaf falls from a tree, He knows why it fell, how it fell,
where it ended up, and what happened to it after that.

He has the complete and perfect account of all events happening in His dominion.

Al-Muhsi in Our Lives

+» Self-Accounting

A smart believer will take full and detailed account of their actions and correct what is deficient before Allah
calls him to account.

GGS 3Gkt cocd K5

An-Naba 78:29 - But all things We have enumerated in writing.
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Just like we monitor our bodies and rush to get medicine when we are sick, the heart needs constant
monitoring too. The heart must not contain anything that Allah does not like or approve of.

A good practice is to review daily what transpired. We thank Allah for the good we have done and ask for His
forgiveness for the wrong and work on correcting it and not repeating it.

Another good practice is to do as many good deeds as we can to counter the bad ones.

The more we are mindful of our deeds and take good account for them, the easier the accounting will be on
the day of judgement.

+* Recall Allah’s Bounties

People are limited in how much knowledge they can acquire about a subject. Much of it will remain
unattainable. They may know the concept, but not all the detail.

fun) 39hal @l Hlalbgiasd Y Lo dass 19445 05

An-Nahl 16:18 - And if you should count the favors of Allah, you could not enumerate them. Indeed,
Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.

Allah SWT tells us in this verse that we cannot realize the full extent of even a single bounty. He did not say
“bounties”! The term appears in the singular form.

If Allah gives us a single bounty, we will not be able to realize the full benefit of it, even if we spend a lifetime
researching it. Many bounties do not end with death but continue to earn rewards.

If Allah’s favors are impossible to count, then thanking Him fully is not possible. We should take every
opportunity to recall His favors and constantly thank Him for it, fully realizing we will never be able to thank
Him enough.

The beautiful attributes of Forgiving and Merciful mentioned in this verse, should make us more thankful.
Allah SWT knows we cannot thank Him fully, and He will forgive us and be merciful with us.

¢ Observe Allah is all Speech and Acts

There is no hiding from Allah. He is with us all the time, watching us and enumerating our actions. Every word
we utter, every thought we have, every action we do — are all known to Allah.

If we realize that we are under constant surveillance, and all our actions and intentions are fully known by
Allah and recorded accurately, then how can we sin?
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How many years of our lives have passed? It feels like a blink of an eye. How many years or days remain?
How will we fill these remaining days? What acts do we want to meet Allah with?

We must fill the remaining days with knowledge and good deeds and ask forgiveness for the days passed.
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58. AL-MUBDI (THE ORIGINATOR) 59. AL-MU’ID (THE RESTORER) uazall {Suaad! il ool

Other translations:
{s4«J! The Originator, The Starter, The Beginner.

Juaoll The Restorer, The Reviver, The Renewer, The Re-Creator.

Linguistically

The names come from the roots ba dal hamza (15> <), and ‘ayn waw dal (> 9 ¢ ).
General meanings are:

ia\g to invent, to create something new, to initiate.

e gall to repeat, to restore, to recreate, to return.

o 33l is returning to something after leaving it.

e Jaillis aterm given to knowledgeable students who returns to teach a class.
e 8.5l are deeds that return benefit to the doer.

e liJlis the abode of return.

A weak person is described in Arabic as: Jua3 Y9 S Y M6 — A person that does not initiate nor repeats —
signifying weakness and helplessness.

e The act of creating, is coming up with something new, in a creative manner.
e The act of re-creating is repeating the initial creation, to identically reproduce the initial design.

Al-Mubdi Al-Mu’id in The Quran

These two names do not appear explicitly in the Quran. They are derived from Divine Acts mentioned in some
verses. These two names are always mentioned together. They always appear together in the verses
mentioning the beginning of creation.

558855 3Bbinl @5 I 1005 1 P58kl @3 SIS 105 2 (S35 0 U 5
Yunus 10:34 - Say, "Are there of your 'partners' any who begins creation and then repeats it?" Say, "
Allah begins creation and then repeats it, so how are you deluded?"

2
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Al-Anbiya 21:104 - The Day when We will fold the heaven like the folding of a [written] sheet for the
records. As We began the first creation, We will repeat it. [That is] a promise binding upon Us. Indeed,
We will do it.
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% Meaning 1: Creating and Re-Creating

Man, sometimes creates something, but fails to recreate it due to lack of initial support or forgetfulness.

We all have times of brilliance, and other times where we are not inspired. Artist and gifted people know this
very well. Creativity and inventions are not something summoned on demand. There are moments of
inspiration where man excels, and other times where nothing happens, no matter how hard one tries.

Allah SWT does not have any limitations, nor needs any assistance. Allah SWT is the One Who created
mankind, and He is the One Who recreates them after death. He creates and recreated Himself.

Al-Buruj 85:13 - Indeed, it is He who originates [creation] and repeats.
He tells us in His glorious book, that He Himself, creates and restores, effortlessly and easily.
Sl <00 Jo 63 &) cbihens & B 2t casS 135 @

Al-Ankabut 29:19 - Have they not considered how Allah begins creation and then repeats it? Indeed
that, for Allah, is easy.

It is common sense that recreating something is easier that inventing it, where the blueprints and examples
are already present.

% Meaning 2: Creativity in Creation gdseJ! {Saell

o .

If we ponder the word 4%, it is different from 133, even though they have similar meanings.

el
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Ar-Rum 30:11 - Allah begins creation; then He will repeat it; then to Him you will be returned.

The word {43, has additional meanings of creativity and perfection, gl

el

When man invents something, it is usually based on another thing in existence that inspired him. We cannot
create from nothing.

e The invention of the wheel was probably based on observing the motion of a tree trunk rolling.
e Submarines may have been modeled after fish.
e Fiction writers base their work on reality with some modifications.

When Allah SWT created this universe, it was done from nothing, with no prior examples. The design is
perfect and shows creativity and mastery.
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Man creates something from another. Allah creates from nothing. We marvel at the speed and computation
powers of a super computer. Allah says: Be, and it is!

The best inventions will never come close to Allah’s creation. The best plane we invented to date, cannot
compare with a bird. Some birds can fly 86 hours continuously, and accurately. No plane can fly this long.

Birds fly thousands of miles with no GPS and reach their destination accurately. If a plane loses GPS signal, it
will be lost.

% Meaning 3: Initiating Creation and Favors 49l OlwsYUL ik Sl ga

Some scholars said about the name Al-Mubdji’, is the One Who initiates bounties on His creation. Allah has
brought man into existence from nothing. This is the biggest bounty from Allah.

He gave man sustenance and guidance. He initiated His bounties on him. It is a favor and bounty from Allah
SWT that he created this universe in a way to allow man to be creative. Allah allowed man to do genetic
engineering on animals and crops.

He gave man language and allowed him to use the letters to come up with literary marvels. Man, walks on 2
legs and has 2 hands. What a beautiful design.

Billions of people have been created, but none share a fingerprint, retina structure, voice pattern, or DNA.
How wonderful and great is Allah’s creation. Allah SWT made each person unique. This is a great honor from
our Lord.

% Meaning 4: Return Creation to Death After Life, and to Life After Death

All living things must die and end. Death is a right upon us. All things must perish and cease to exist. Death
comes sudden and no one is immune.

Allah SWT will raise us back from the dead and give us life on the day of resurrection.

«* Meaning 5: Returning Creation for Judgement

There is a return to our Lord. There will be questioning, and a full account taken.
ol Gl &) &5 * 3436 &) &
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Al-Ghashiyah 88:25/26 - Indeed, to Us is their return. * Then indeed, upon Us is their account.
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We will be questioned about all deeds and words. The final reward or punishment will be served, according to
Allah’s infinite justice.

+* Meaning 6: Recreation with Accuracy

Allah will resurrect us from the grave and recreate us in the exact form we have in this life, down to the
smallest detail — the fingerprints. This is an easy thing for the One Who created us from nothing.

403 540 of e Gy oo
Al-Qiyamah 75:4 - Yes. [We are] Able [even] to proportion his fingertips.

This is one of the scientific miracles of the Quran, long before science found out the uniqueness of man’s
fingerprints. The body disintegrates to dust, and Allah Al-Mu’id will gather the dust again to reconstitute the
bodies again. In our limited imagination, it is like replaying the movie of our disintegration backwards.

% - % <
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Ya-Sin 36:79 - Say, "He will give them life who produced them the first time; and He is, of all creation,
Knowing."

We will be recreated with the same skin, the same fingerprints, and the same everything!

Al-Mubdi Al-Mu’id in Our Lives

¢ Recognizing Our Beginning and End

Man should fully understand his beginning and his end, to put his life in perspective. The beginning of Man is
from a disdained liquid, through private parts - nothing to be proud of! We are born weak, we grow up and
increase in strength, then get old and weak.

Death brings man’s worldly life to an end. After death, Allah brings man back for reckoning, and the eternal
life in heaven or in hell.

We must put this fact in perspective: Remembering where we came from, and where we are going to.

+* Believing in the Day of Reckoning

The idol worshippers had no problem believing that Allah initiated creation.
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They could not admit to the ability to recreate, because they did not believe they will be resurrected one day,
recreated perfectly, to be held accountable for their actions.

One thing a believer is certain of, is the return to Allah SWT for judgement. If we believe that Allah is Just, His
perfect justice demands a final day of reckoning. The full extent of our actions will not be fully realized until
the book of records is closed.

Death is not a reason to close the book of records. Deeds we do in this life continue to have effect till the last
day — positively and negatively. Therefore, Allah’s perfect justice requires such a day when the full account
will be taken.

% Time is Passing

Time is quickly passing. Every minute that passes will never come back, and it gets us closer to death. This life
will feel like the passing of an hour. We should fill it with obedience to Allah. Whatever has passed is gone,
never to return.

What we have is this moment, and we should take full advantage of it and spend it in the ways that please
Allah SWT. Every second that passes without benefit for us in the hereafter, will be a source of regret and
sadness.

We should use our limited time in this life wisely, in the pleasure of Allah SWT.
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60. AL-MUHYI (THE GIVER OF LIFE) 61. AL-MUMIT (THE TAKER OF LIFE) Cuaeod! (ool il !

Other translations:
ggudl The Giver of Life, The Bestower of Life, The Reviver.
Cuoall The Taker of Life, The Slayer, The Bringer of Death.

The two names are opposite to each other, and in many verses, are mentioned together.

Linguistically

The name Al-Muhyi comes from the root ha ya ya ($ & ¢), with the following general meanings:

e tolive {& to give life 31, to animate and revive,
e tocall or summon {&, to greet a5

The name Al-Mumit comes from the root mim waw ta (< 9 ¢), with the following general meanings:

e to die, to be lifeless, to pass away,
e to be deprived of motion; to be quiet, still, and motionless caa.

Death is the opposite of life. It is the absence of motion.
e When the wind is still, we say “the wind died down”.

e When we sleep, and are still, we are in a state of death because we have no motion or awareness.
e Adead land is a land with no veggitation.

Al-Muhyi Al-Mumit in The Quran

Both names do not appear explicitly in the Quran. They are inferred from Divine Acts.
saall G5 Eusly o35 555 G
Qaf 50:43 - Indeed, it is We who give life and cause death, and to Us is the destination

The two names will be discussed together since they appear together in many verses. Allah SWT uses both
Divine Acts of bringing life and death to let us know He is capable over all things.

+* Meaning 1: Allah Brings Life to Bodies

Allah SWT AL-Muhyi, puts the soul C}JM in the body and brings it to life.
Seld V) @lall 55 eiisl 63 33 41 e ga J8gadl o ligilisy
Al-Isra’ 17:85 - And they ask you, [0 Muhammad], about the soul. Say, "The soul is of the affair of my

Lord. And mankind have not been given of knowledge except a little."
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The soul from Allah is a very special thing. Only Allah knows its secrets and its essence. Without the soul, we
die and return to dust. There is a difference between the most perfect wax statue of someone, and the real
thing. The difference is life, represented with the soul. It is imperceptible to us.

Allah SWT is the Creator of life, and He gives it to whom He pleases. Sometimes a person enters his house,
and the entire house comes to life. The family is happy, and children run around excited. The same person if
he dies, everyone will be afraid to enter his room where he died, even the closest people to him.

What is the difference? It is still the same person! The difference is the soul has departed, turning a person
from a source of joy to a source of fear.

The soul is not just for humans. All living things have a share of it, in ways only known to Allah SWT.

+* Meaning 2: Reviver of All Living Things

Allah Al-Mubhyi, is the Creator of all living things. He brings everything back to life: People, animals, plants, and
every living thing. The ground is bare in winter, then comes spring and it comes back to life with lush plants.
Who brought it back to life?

Allah creates life in everything. If we look at a table, physicists tell us it is alive at the molecular level. Atoms
with its electrons, are all in constant motion. Even inanimate objects are alive.

There are worlds all around us: insects, animals, viruses, Allah brings life to all of them, and to things we are
not even aware of.

Who brings all things to life, each according to its nature? Allah SWT is Al-Muhyi.

** Meaning 3: Two Levels of Life

The act of bringing life, is of two types: The first type is bringing life from nothing, and the second type is
bringing life to the dead.

o-7
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Ghafir 40:11 - They will say, "Our Lord, You made us lifeless twice and gave us life twice, and we have
confessed our sins. So is there to an exit any way?"

Allah brought us to life in this world from nothing, then He will raise us from the dead on the day of
judgement for the second ever-lasting life.
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¢ Meaning 4: Bringing Hearts Back to Life with Faith

There is another subtle meaning to life. There are people who just exist in this world to eat, drink, and enjoy.
There is no consideration for any values, standards, beliefs, or anyone else. They have perfect vitals but are
dead inside — the heart is dead!

Muﬁlwlsdw&swub&ﬂ |3.\_9| Q:.USlygi: }’_9 @zﬂundy L3 <l )f.JJ ‘o.g.gls 535 of |3ml u.:.).llgl} Qi
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Al-Hadid 57:16/17 - Has the time not come for those who have believed that their hearts should
become humbly submissive at the remembrance of Allah and what has come down of the truth? And
let them not be like those who were given the Scripture before, and a long period passed over them,
so their hearts hardened; and many of them are defiantly disobedient. * Know that Allah gives life to
the earth after its lifelessness. We have made clear to you the signs; perhaps you will understand.

The first verse mentions deficient and dead hearts. The second verse mentions bringing dead land back to life.
The verses are related. Allah wants us to know that He can bring hearts back to life with His remembrance,
just as He brings a dead land back to life with rain, and life to dead bodies with the soul.

+* Meaning 5: Destines Death for His Creation

Allah Al-Mumit, has destined death for all His creation. He SWT gave each creation a duration to live, then a
time of death. Allah described death for people as a disaster gl duas.

A person spends all his life accumulating wealth, degrees, and fame, then death comes suddenly and takes
him away in a flash, leaving everything behind. Fifty, sixty, seventy years of work lost in a second! Death is a
disaster for the ones who do not prepare for it. For believers, it is the start of eternal life.

Allah is the only bringer of death. There is no other power in this universe that can end life, except Allah. No
one dies before the appointed time that Allah has destined for them. Even plants and earth are destined to
die. If Allah withholds rain, the ground dies, and so do animals, trees, and people.

% Meaning 6: Subjugates His Creation with Death

He SWT, subjugates His creation with death. No matter how strong and powerful man becomes, he must die
one day. There is no escape.

Death coming to tyrants is a great blessing for the believers, and a punishment for tyrants for not respecting
Allah and His creation. Everyone and everything must die. This is Allah’s wisdom in His creation.
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In a 100 years no one alive today will be alive! A 100 years ago, none of us were alive. Our life and death are
in the hands of Allah, Al-Muhyi Al-Mumit.

+* Angel of Death

Allah mentions in the Quran that the angel of death will collect our soul at the time of death.
Osasss (35 I @ 6 89 ol oall e S35 Us

As-Sajdah 32:11 - Say, "The angel of death will take you who has been entrusted with you. Then to
your Lord you will be returned."

One may ask, if Allah is Al-Mumit, then what is the role of the angel of death?

Scholars have mentioned that giving life and taking it, is from Allah only. The mechanism of taking life is
appointed to the angel. Allah brings death, and the angel collects the soul.

Al-Muhyi Al-Mumit in Our Lives

«» A Believer is Alive

A believer is alive with his attachment to Allah.
Ol 1536 s {0,380 (35 QIS <185 gyl pull el § A6 (8" (bl § p (k3 1595 & Wla 8056 e O g

Al-An’am 6:122 - And is one who was dead and We gave him life and made for him light by which to
walk among the people like one who is in darkness, never to emerge therefrom? Thus, it has been
made pleasing to the disbelievers that which they were doing.

His heart is alive; his eyes tear up at the mention of his Lord. When he reads the Quran, his heart goes from
fear to reverence to happiness. A believer loves his Lord, mentions Allah constantly, calls to Allah, and has
lofty goals for the sake of Allah SWT.

If we do an act of worship and do not feel the love of Allah in it, do it some more until you feel it. The doors of
Allah will open for the ones who are patient and constant.

+* Death is From Allah

Allah is the only bringer of death. There is no other power in this universe that can end life, except Allah. No
one dies before the appointed time that Allah has destined for them.
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A word of truth in front of a tyrant will not shorten one’s life or prolong it. If we are on the truth, we do not
fear anything other than Allah. If we fear others, thinking they can end our life, then our belief in Allah is
deficient.

+» Believing in Life after Death

Our duty to the names Al-Muhyi Al-Mumit, is to be certain we will be brought back to the eternal life for
reckoning, just like we were brought into this life.

Allah mentions life and death in many verses in the parable of reviving a barren land.
Oolaas (81aT T (T G5 38 @550 J35 (il g i & 19a1!

Al-Hadid 57:17 - Know that Allah gives life to the earth after its lifelessness. We have made clear to
you the signs; perhaps you will understand.

This is an example we can comprehend fully, as we witness it every year with the change of seasons. If Allah
can bring things back to life in the spring, He certainly can bring us back to life after death.

The word 138181, means “be certain in the knowledge”. There is no doubt, just as there is no doubt in flowers
growing back in the spring.

¢ Prepare for Death

None of us know when death will come. Day or night, where, when, or how. We all make all kinds of plans
but have no guarantee we will live to see them through. If we do not know when death will come, we must
always be prepared for it.

GsaLich il J) kS s 48 55 1 1588 1l 5 g
Ali-lmran 3:102 - O you who have believed, fear Allah as He should be feared and do not die except as
Muslims [in submission to Him].

We must not die on any state other than the highest state of submission to Allah, if we want to be successful.

Waiting for death does not mean we stop and wait. It means we prepare for it in all actions that we do. The
thought of death should be enough to get us back on the right track. If we are on the straight path, then it
does not matter when it comes, we will be ready.

We cry when we are born, while everyone is happy. When we die, everyone will be crying. God Willing, we
will be happy on that day. If we are smart, we will spend our life in the obedience of Allah, preparing for the
moment of death.
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62. AL-HAYY (THE EVER-LIVING) ! 0 !

Other translations of the name: The Ever-Living, The Everlasting, The One who does not Die.

Linguistically

The name Al-Hayy comes from the root ha ya ya (¢ < ), with the following classical meanings:

e to Live, to be alive, not in a state of death,
e to greet,

e street where people live,

e family branch, branch of a tribe.

The word (= (living) is the opposite of < (dead).

The term is given to all things that move and make sounds. If someone is in a coma and not responding to any
stimulation, no pulse, and no breathing, retina does not react to light, then they are considered dead.

In the plant world, lush soft green leaves are a sign of life.

Al-Hayy in The Quran

The beautiful name Al-Hayy is mentioned in the Quran explicitly, 5 times, in the absolute form.
I 00lie ©gbds 4 188 oizey iy Gigas Y sl (A1 & B33

Al-Furgan 25:58 - And rely upon the Ever-Living who does not die and exalt [Allah] with His praise. And
sufficient is He to be, with the sins of His servants, Acquainted.

+* Meaning 1: Self-Existence, Ever-Living

Allah SWT is Alive. His life is from His Own Divine Self. He is the source of life for all His creation. Allah SWT
does not rely on anything for His Existence. He is Self-Existent.

Our life depends on Allah providing it. Just like a light, the moment you turn off the switch, the light goes
away. Our life ends at a time destined by Allah SWT.

Allah SWT does not die. He is Ever-Living, and all creation rely on Him for life.
455 Y3 & 3436 . 4281 (21 3b Yl 2y Y i

Al-Baqara 2:255 (beginning) - Allah - there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of [all]
existence. Neither drowsiness overtakes Him nor sleep.
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This perfect description is only applicable to Allah, The Ever-Living, Self-Existent, Who does not get drowsy or
need sleep. His Existence is required. All of creation has a probable existence — their existence is not
required.

Al-Hayy always existed, with no beginning, and will never cease to exist, and has no end. The concepts of
time, life, and death are all Allah’s creation. He is High above them and not affected by them.

+* Meaning 2: He Does what He Wills

One of the meanings of Hayy, is the ability to do things, to be alive with action and movements. When a
person is very active, he is described as lively. Allah SWT is Ever-Living and does what He Wills.

Ly} W Y5 Al-Buruj 85:16 - Effecter of what He intends.

People plan for so many things and can only accomplish a few. Al-Hayy SWT, implements all what He Wills,
Able and Knowledgeable of everything.

+* Name Pairing

The name Al-Hayy was only paired with the name Al-Qayyoum, three times in the Quran.
A 9%a)1 ¢ 3b Y ad) Y dul
Ali-lmran 3:2 - Allah - there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of existence.

Al-Hayy signifying the attribute of ever-lasting life, and Al-Qayyoum signifying the attribute of self-existing life.
The attributes of Al-Hayy and Al-Qayyoum express two aspects of the One Life.

Ubayy bin Ka'b said: Allah's Messenger (£) said:
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O Abu' al-Mundhir, do you know the verse from the Book of Allah which, according to you, is the
greatest? | said: Allah and His Apostle (¥8) know best. He again said: Abu'l-Mundhir, do you know the
verse from the Book of Allah which, according to you, is the greatest? | said: Allah, there is no god but
He, the Living, the Eternal. Thereupon he struck me on my breast and said: May knowledge be pleasant
for you, O Abu'l-Mundhir! [Muslim]
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Al-Hayy in Our Lives

% Trust in the Ever-Living

When we put our trust in someone who will die, we are certain to be disappointed. All hopes will disappear
with the death of that person. If we place our hopes and trust in the Ever-Living, then we will never be let
down.

B oolie gl dy (B85 -oade s Gishi ¥ sl (2 JE Bl

Al-Furgan 25:58 - And rely upon the Ever-Living who does not die, and exalt [Allah] with His praise.
And sufficient is He to be, with the sins of His servants, Acquainted -

Our connection to Allah must be strong no matter what happens to us. Good things and bad things are all
from Him, and for our benefit.

$9933 a5 e 20T 561381l i § 1905 Gl s g

Ali-Imran 3:169 - And never think of those who have been killed in the cause of Allah as dead. Rather,
they are alive with their Lord, receiving provision,

Martyrs are an example of believers who linked their life with Al-Hayy, and they will never die.

A believer is courteous, respectful, and helpful to all people, but his heart is connected only to Allah. No one
else matters in comparison. This is Tawhid!

*» Life is a Testing Place

If a teacher asks a student if he is smart, the student may say yes. If the student fails his exam, then the
answers is clear and based on facts.

Al-Anfal 8:42 (partial) - that those who perished [through disbelief] would perish upon evidence and
those who lived [in faith] would live upon evidence;

Allah’s justice requires that people who succeed or fail in this life, do so based on evidence. This evidence
comes from trials Allah SWT puts us through. This is a certainty in this life.

If someone is offered a bribe of a thousand dollars, he may refuse. He may accept if the number goes up to a
million. An honest person will not accept, regardless of the amount.

We can make all the claims we want. Allah SWT will put us through tests, so that our true nature comes out,
then the classification of good or evil is based on the facts.
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+» Life is in Allah’s Hands

Our life is in Allah’s Capable Hands. He can take it in a second or turn it from one state to another in a second.
Some people in their best physical shape and a picture of health, die suddenly. Others languish for years,
terminally sick and helpless, all people around them wishing for a merciful death.

Sudden and unexpected death is a blessing for a believer. The deceased does not suffer, and the ones around
him do not suffer either. What is important is we live every moment with a strong connection to Allah. He
will take good care of us, in this world and the next.

< Who is Alive?

There is a stark difference between someone who is alive, and someone who is dead. A person who is
breathing is said to be alive.

There is a deeper meaning of “to be alive”. The body and the heart must be alive. A person who is far from
Allah is spiritually dead. The person who is truly alive, is the one who is active in seeking the pleasure of Allah.
The heart lives with the remembrance of Allah SWT and feels peace and security in closeness to Him.

We see many people in this world with all the riches and material things, but they are in a state of misery,
because their hearts are dead.

Safety and peace of mind enhance the quality of life. We must get it from the source, from Allah Al-Hayy.

«» Eternal Life

It is a human fantasy to have eternal youth in this life. The life of true eternal youth is in the hereafter.
Ggalas 1636 3 bigasdl (@l 55591 511 Hlge Sl 380 ) W1 Bt oiih g

Al-Ankabut 29:64 - And this worldly life is not but diversion and amusement. And indeed, the home of
the Hereafter - that is the [eternal] life, if only they knew.

This worldly life is a testing place, full of pain and disappointments. Allah designed it this way, so we do not
settle for it, and surrender to it. The true bliss and complete happiness is in the hereafter.

** Time is on the Believer’s Side

Death brings great fear in the hearts of unbelievers. They spent their lives putting all their eggs in the basket
of life. Death to them signifies the end, and a great loss.
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Time passes, bringing with it old age, weakness, and death. Linking our existence to just this life is a losing
proposition. For a believer, the nearness of death signifies the nearness of the great reward from Allah SWT.
When the prophet # was given the choice to stay in this world or to meet His Lord, he chose Allah SWT.

If we live our life in the pleasure of Allah, helping others, following the straight path, then we have nothing to
fear. Death is like the wedding night for the good servants of Allah.

We will be alone one day in our grave, with Al-Hayy the Ever-Living. It would be smart to establish a good
relationship with Allah in this life.

We must be satisfied with what Allah has destined for us in this life and spend our days on this earth preparing
for the eternal life, and the pleasure of Allah SWT.
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63. AL-QAYYUM (THE SELF-EXISTING) p g4&J! <« !

Other translations: The Sustainer, The Self-Subsisting, The Self-Existing upon Whom all others depend.

Linguistically

The name Al-Qayyum comes from the root gaf waw mim (p 9 3), with the following classical meanings:

e tostand up, to rise - pB&

e to begin, to start, to establish - "alél

e to be on-going, to exist, to remain Ewde

e to appraise, assess, accurate, exact p-;é

e to undertake, to manage, to be in charge ‘al3§
e to straighten, make suitable - e§§

wno 9

e to make righteous, be upright esdiiw

If someone is put in charge of a business, manages it, and takes care of it, he is called Qa’im 9515.

When the love and dedication for the job reaches a level where it is in the person’s blood: he eats and sleeps
at work, follows all activities with great detail, manages all aspects of the business with wisdom, care, skill, and
mercy, then this person becomes Qayyum over the business.

Al-Qayyum is the excessive form of Al-Qayyim psJ!.

Al-Qayyum in The Quran

The name Al-Qayyum appears 3 times in the Quran, coupled with the name Al-Hayy — The Ever Living.
A 9%a)1 {21 3h Y ad) Y dul
Ali-lmran 3:2 - Allah - there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of existence.
455 Y3 i 5IEE V. p ot (21 3b ) ) Y 4

Al-Baqara 2:255 (beginning) - Allah - there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of [all]
existence. Neither drowsiness overtakes Him nor sleep.

Wb ga> ba QI Baupgedll () 89250 23

Taha 20:111 - And [all] faces will be humbled before the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of existence. And he
will have failed who carries injustice.

The attributes of Al-Hayy and Al-Qayyum are often mentioned together, with Al-Hayy signifying the attribute
of ever-lasting life — perfection in the Divine Self, and Al-Qayyum signifying the attribute of self-existing life —
perfection in the Divine Acts.
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< Meaning 1: Self-Existence &1L ald)l

Allah is Self-Existent; He SWT does not rely on anyone or anything for His existence.

Man, needs his Creator to allow him to exist. Allah SWT supplies life. Once life is taken away, we die. The
liver performs thousands of functions when Allah supplies it with life. Once the supply is cutoff, it becomes
just a piece of meat, after it was a complicated functioning organ.

Our existence is dependent on Allah supplying us with life. Allah’s existence is required for this universe to
exist and function. The existence of all others is optional.

% Meaning 2: Everlasting Attributes ©lanll Js <laJl

With time, we get weaker. We cannot stay at the same level throughout our lives. Allah SWT is constant in
His Perfect Attributes, where no change or fluctuation is possible. There is no forgetfulness, weakness, no
change at all. His Perfection is Ever-Existent.

Meanings 1 and 2 describe the perfection of the Divine Self.

“» Meaning 3: Establishing and Maintaining Creation dsds &Yy axll do18)

All creation needs Allah for their existence and maintenance. This meaning describes the perfection of Divine
Acts. Knowledge, ability, managing affairs, wisdom, mercy, responsibility, strength, are all included in the
meaning of Al-Qayyum.

Al-Qayyum is the One Who is responsible for establishing and maintaining His Creation, knowledgeable of
their affairs, their deeds, their live spans, their sustenance, answering their calls, correcting them when they
go astray, leading them to what is beneficial for them —i.e. perfectly managing their existence.

o

oo BS § (8 < geagiingg Wiiiin dlass §9)) <l Je 3] paidl § E15 e W3
Hud 11:6 - And there is no creature on earth but that upon Allah is its provision, and He knows its place
of dwelling and place of storage. All is in a clear register.

All things that exist, rely on the Al-Qayyum for their existence. He is the source of our life and our abilities.
Establishing and maintaining creation does not cause Al-Qayyum to get drowsy or tired.

455 Y3 & 0IET V. posdll (21 3b V) @) Y Al

Al-Bagara 2:255 (beginning) - Allah - there is no deity except Him, the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of [all]
existence. Neither drowsiness overtakes Him nor sleep.
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Al-Qayyum in Our Lives

** The Universe

Allah SWT is the Creator of everything, has the freedom to act as He wills, and ends it when He so chooses.
The name Al-Qayyum is a decisive name:

e Life starts from Him,
e Sustaining life depends on Him,
e Life is ended by Him.

Allah SWT owns this universe in the sense that He started it, He maintains it, and He ends it. Al-Qayyum is The
One Who sustains and protects all that exists. It is He who sustains the lives of creation and manages all the
conditions of the universe.

He oversees everything: provides for it, preserves it, watches over it, and manages it in the way and for the
purpose that He pleases.

These two names "The Ever Living, The Sustainer" are among the greatest of Allah's beautiful names. Upon
them, the rest of His names are based, and around them all their meanings revolve.

< Following the Correct Religion 422331 5

Islam is the faith of fitra. It matches our innate nature that Allah instilled in us.
48280 G aU'33.3631 13555 BLAN 19huils el Gl & Gualdes ! |3w’j°;_§; ALY

Al-Bayyinah 98:5 - And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being] sincere to Him in
religion, inclining to truth, and to establish prayer and to give zakah. And that is the correct religion.

All things Allah SWT ordered us to do, are programmed in us to accept and follow. We only find peace and
safety in obedience to Allah and following our fitra.

Cars, for example, are designed to be driven over a smooth paved road. If you drive it over rocky terrain you
will damage it. If you drive it over a smooth road, you will be comfortable and happy. Our happiness is in our
obedience to our Creator. This is by design.

% Tawhid

Tawhid is a common theme when pondering Allah’s beautiful names and attributes. If we know that our
existence, sustenance, and end is in the hands of Allah, then how can we rely on someone else?
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All things come from Allah and are controlled by Him SWT. We should not confuse the method and the
source.

e No one can benefit us, except with Allah’s permission.
e No one can hurt us, except with Allah’s permission.
e No one can heal us, except with Allah’s permission.

Tawhid is when we do not see any other source acting, other than Allah. Our existence, sustenance, life, and
death are all in His Hands SWT.

“ What is My Status plie?

Allah SWT established us in this world. How do we know where we stand?
holBi Logd 318 cholie LByad of wiayi 1318 cholBl (U1 g2

If we want to know what our value and status with Allah, we need to review what we are doing in this life. If
we are busy with worldly matters, not caring about right and wrong, then our status is low.

If we are busy in Allah’s pleasure, calling to His way, raising a good family, earning from good sources, doing
good, refraining from evil, helping others, then our status is high.

% Ready for the Meeting?

Old age and changes in health and strength are a mercy from Allah, and a gentle reminder that our meeting
with Him is getting nearer. We can focus all we want on diet and exercise to counter some of these changes,
but are we ready to meet Him?

Our life depends on Allah providing it and sustaining it. He can take it any second! We must spend out life
preparing for this most important meeting in our life, that is Hag — sure to happen.
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64. AL-WAIJID (THE FINDER) 414! 0 !

Other translations: The Perceiver, The Finder, The Wealthy, The Resourceful.

Linguistically

The name Al-Wajid comes from the root waw jim dal (2 = s), which contains the following meanings:

e To find, to discover, to become aware, to perceive (knowledge) 33
e Exists, can be found 39590

e Means (wealth) 49

e Deep feelings, passion, like love or anger J=gJ!

The root contains meanings of knowledge and wealth.

Al-Wajid in The Quran

The name Al-Wajid does not appear explicitly in the Quran but is derived from Divine Acts.
SEB Yol 23555 * 15388 YUb B35

Ad-Duha 93:7/8 - And He found you lost and guided [you], * And He found you poor and made [you]
self-sufficient.

+* Meaning 1: Allah is Ever-Existing

All that exist is called “Mawjud” 2ga 3. It is the opposite of non-existence. Everything, other than Allah SWT,
are “Ma’dum” L s2a meaning they were non-existent, then came to existence, then will perish in this world.
The soul started from nothing but will continue to exist forever.

Allah’s existence has no beginning and no end. Allah is 2528} @)y, meaning His existence is required.

+* Meaning 2: Finds whatever He wishes whenever He wishes.

Humans lose things and cannot find them when they want them. This is a weakness. Al-Wajid SWT, nothing
escapes His Knowledge. He always finds whatever He seeks and wants. He does not miss or lose track of
anything.
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% Meaning 3: The Rich One: He Who has no Wants and Who Lacks Nothing.

Al-Wajid is the Rich One Who does not lack anything and does not need anything. Humans want so many
things but cannot attain or accomplish most of them. Allah SWT gets everything He wants, and He does not
need any of it, and nothing prevents Him from getting it.

We only miss things we need. We miss family when we cannot find them. We miss things we need when we
cannot find them or unable to get them.

If something is of no use to us, we cannot say we miss it, because we do not need it. Allah Al-Wajid, does not
need or miss anything. All things in existence are in His grasp. All He seeks, is within His power.

All perfection is found in Him and is missing in everything else. Allah SWT is the only One worthy of this name.
He does not need anything, and all creation need him.

288 o) gau La g 22l g bl

Al-Wajid in Our Lives

< Be with Al-Wajid

We are created with a weak nature. We have wants and needs. We were created to seek help, and find
someone to rely on, and feel safe with.

To compensate for our weakness, we can either side with Allah, or side with His creation, who will give us the
illusion of benefit. We must be with Allah for all our needs, for He is the only One Who can provide.

+» State of the Heart

One of the meanings of 2» ¢l is the state of the heart of a person. Sometimes we feel sadness, loneliness, fear,
or happiness.

When Allah grants us His bounties, He makes us successful, happy, satisfied, and safe. This is one of the fruit
of faith. A believer does not fear, when others are fearful, nor does he worry, when everyone around him are
worrying.

If we are with Allah, we will be in a good state. We must refrain from disobeying Allah, for the fear He may
deprive us of His Love and Safety.
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+» State of Loss and Need

Humans are in need, even if they possess things. What we need is much more than what we can possess. Any
perfection we find in ourselves, is a bounty from Allah, Who bestowed it on us.

The closer we get to Allah, the more perfection He will bestow on us in manners, behavior, and faith. We only
see true perfection in Allah alone. We only love Allah and seek His protection and support.

For the rest of creation, we deal with them in the best of manners, but our heart should be attached to Allah

alone.
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65. AL-MAAJID (THE GENEROUS) J>leJ! <l !

Other translations are: The Noble, The Generous.

This name is related to another name, Al-Majeed (The Magnificent).

Linguistically

The name Al-Maajid comes from the root mim jim dal (> z ¢), with the following classical meanings:

e to be glorious, dignified, majestic, noble, honorable,
e to be lauded, exalted, sublime,
e to be bountiful, exceedingly generous.

The term JsY! &dxs applies to camels in a big lush abundant grazing ground.

A person is called Maajid, if he is honorable, from honorable lineage, of noble character, very generous, and
gives in abundance to all.

The name Al-Majeed is in the excessive form of the name Al-Maajid. Both denote meanings of majesty, glory,
praiseworthy, nobility, generosity, and honor.

Al-Maajid in The Quran

The name Al-Maajid is not mentioned in the Quran but was mentioned in a Hadith.

Abu Dharr narrated that the Messenger of Allah #8 said:

#8083 8551 dyw w;'i;,‘,wwpgs, pSual sigh golad a;mwyn IUo 38 Galie G JS Dl Pk
@5&.5'95):43@ ygéblﬁgd.!u)udwboy&l&sgugodl@‘&&b&swbwﬁlwu
PSylgpSJg‘Z)‘}JjM}-U b&éwéébhséuwww@“}sl 2R |P$.«.ub3‘o$».b ‘3535.33
éj;ibiygwwtb&wwéuamhgséuw..U.Ggal.‘)uo..wld.cl 2255 ‘PS#AbjPSA.b ‘3535.3' ‘3;;53
Jilio 8 Calae b 45 IgAbLePSuaguLuuldewbbW‘gbﬁblwbgp&b” f8%ia5 a5 (85515
;Ls.su}u_«.t,;dm_u;ww &5 853 aud puadd H30 32 $8351 51 5 S Y] Sle fe U Gl 1 Ui s (&0
bsSad o8 @ UsHl b1 1351 13) £ 18 gyl W) 336 glie3 336 JEBe L) b
"Allah,Most High said: 'O My Slaves! All of you are astray except whom | guide, so ask Me for guidance
and | shall guide you. All of you are poor except whom | enrich, so ask Me and | shall provide you. All
of you are sinners except whom | have pardoned, so whoever among you knows that | am the One able
to forgive, and seeks My forgiveness, | shall forgive him, without concern for Me (and it will not affect
Me). If the first of you and the last of you, the living among you and the dead among you, the fresh
among you and the dry among you were to gather together to help the heart with the most Taqwa
among My slaves, that would not add a mosquito's wing to My sovereignty. If the first of you and the

last of you, the living among you and the dead among you, the fresh among you and the dry among
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you were to gather together to help the worst heart of My slaves, that would not diminish a
mosquito's wing to My sovereignty. I'll forgive him, without concern for Me (and it will not affect Me).
If the first of you and the last of you, the living among you and the dead among you, the fresh among
you and the dry among you were to gather together upon one plateau, and each person among them
were to ask for his utmost desire, and | were to give each what he asked for, that would not diminish
from My sovereignty, except as if one of you were to pass by an ocean and dip a needle into it and
then remove it. That is because | am the Most Liberal without need, the Most Generous, doing as | will.
| give by My speech and | punish by My speech, whenever | will something | only say: "Be" and it shall
be."" [Tirmithi — Hasan]

% Meaning 1: Perfection, Glory, and Nobility

Allah Al-Maajid has all perfection in attributes. He is Noble, Honorable, and Majestic.

He owns all Glory and Perfection. All His Acts result in only good.

+* Meaning 2: Abundance in Generosity

Al-Maajid is the One Who treats His servants with generosity and kindness. He is excessive in generosity and
gives without account.

When He SWT gives, He astounds with His generous giving. You give one date in charity, but Allah grows it to
be bigger than the mountain of Uhud in reward. Isn’t that generosity beyond expectation?

s Difference between Al-Maajid and Al-Majeed

The name Al-Majeed denotes the glorious Divine Nature, while the name Al-Maajid honors specific Divine
Acts.

Al-Maajid denotes the One Who is praised for the specific deeds and attributes of great glory, dignity, nobility,
honor, and exceeding generosity.

+* Related Names

The name Al-Maajid affirms the name Al-Waajid (The Wealthy): $ae! g2 dxladlg ¢ o)l 92 ulgl)

e Al-Waajid needs no one, but He is Al-Maajid Who helps all His creation.
e Al-Waajid has everything, and Al-Maajid gives in abundance.
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Al-Maajid in Our Lives

¢ Loving Perfection

Human nature loves perfection. Nothing satisfies the soul except the love and knowledge of Allah. He is the
only perfection in the universe.

Choosing others lead to emptiness, anxiety, and unrest. Things we may be thrilled with, we will eventually get
bored with and emptiness sets back in.

Our limited perfection in this life can only come from the source of perfection, SWT.

Loving Allah gives us much happiness. Getting closer to Him with good deeds increases our happiness,
because He SWT bestows it on His servants out of His infinite generosity.

< Appreciating Allah’s Gifts

If someone does a great favor for us, we will love this person, and go out of our way with all kinds of acts to
honor and repay the favor.

Allah SWT brought us into existence, made this world specifically for our needs, gave us health and wealth, a
nice family, a comfortable house, gave us guidance to His way, and made it possible to have a place we can
worship Him in, and so much more that we cannot account for.

What have we offered Allah SWT for His great bounties? What are we doing to please Him? What are we
doing for the sake of His creation?

Fixing or replacing organs cost millions of dollars in medical fees. We are worth millions of dollars by being
healthy. This is a great blessing many are unaware of.

% Good Treatment of Others

Our share of this name is that we should treat others with forgiveness, generosity, and the best of manners.

We should strive to be a Maajid: honorable, noble characters, humble, very generous, and give in abundance
to all in need.

If we treat others with kindness, they will reciprocate!

When we come closer to Allah with obedience and good deeds, He SWT will reciprocate with kindness and
goodness. It is impossible for Allah not to reciprocate!
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+* Closeness to Allah

In commerce, if we invest a lot of money and time with no return, we call that a losing proposition.

Applying this concept to faith, we pray, fast, and do all the good deeds we can do. If this effort does not lead
to closeness to Allah, then our effort is fruitless!

Faith is a ritual for some people, or a social activity one is expected to perform. Closeness to Allah has its
reward in this life: Peace, happiness, and security. We cannot be close to Allah, unless we are sincere,
obedient, follow His commands, and not waste our time. All other things that take us away from Allah, are
distractions we must avoid.

When we go to see the owner of a company, and there are many people and offices on the way, we will ignore
all of them, and get past them, to get to the one we seek.

When we seek Allah’s pleasure, we will have many worldly things that will appear in our way. We must get
past them and not make them the object of our attention. We must remember who it is we seek.

We must have the proper knowledge about Allah, be constant in following His commands, so we can have
happiness in this life and the next.
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66. AL-WAHID 67. AL-AHAD (THE ONE) 4>Y! u>IgJ! P !

Other translations: The One and Only, The Unity, The Sole One.

Linguistically

The name Al-Ahad comes from the root hamza ha dal (> ¢ i), with the following classical meanings:

e tobeone,
e to bethe only one, one alone,
e tounite, unify.

Al-Wahid Al-Ahad in The Quran

The name Al-Ahad is mentioned explicitly in the Quran.

Allah says in His glorious book: NES AT 33 J,B - Al-lkhlas 112:1 - Say, "He is Allah, [who is] One.

This is a name that is implanted in our fitra, the recognition that our God and Creator is One J=>Y1 d>Igll,
The definition of His Oneness is:

e He has no equal,

e He has no partners,

e He has no beginning or end,

e Nothing is like Him g 4baS .

The difference between the two names Jd>Y1 d>lgll:

e u>Ig)l Al-Wahid: Is the One with no partners & ¢h& Y,
e 4=V Al-Ahad: Is the One with no equal or like 4 J<e Y.

Both names lead to the ultimate truth of <l ¥1 41 Y — there is no god worthy of worship except Allah.

The name 4=>Y1 Al-Ahad appears only once in the Quran in surat Al-lkhlas (equals 1/3 of the Quran). The rest
of the Quran elaborates on the oneness of The Creator.

The name 4=>IgJ! Al-Wahid appears 15 times, usually coupled with Al-Qahhar — The Ultimate Subduer.

This name addresses 2 groups of people: Believers and Non-believers — 2 opposite groups in belief and
knowledge.
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¢ Addressing the Non-Believers

The name Al-Ahad addresses the non-believers with logic and common sense. It addresses people who have
faculties of understanding, if they are willing to listen.

Point 1: A Single method of Creation

All living creatures are created from a male and a female. Humans, animals, vegetation, all require a male part
to fertilize the female part to continue the species.

Scientists have noted that embryos of humans and animals look alike in the first stages of development. This
oneness of the method of creation points to the oneness of The Creator.

In surat At-Tareq Allah says: @-’?lfs sla oo C,{o — He (man) was created from a fluid, ejected.

Then a few verses later Allah says: gduall I3 (25315 * &30 13 ¢lldl3 - By the sky which returns [rain] *
And by the earth which cracks open.

A drop of fluid in the womb of the female produces a child, and similarly, a drop of rain in the womb of the
earth brings out vegetation. The method of creation is one!

If we observe animals, humans, and insects, we will note: They have a breathing system. They all must breath.
They have skin, eyes, ears of one form or another.

Because the Creator is creative, if there were more than one, each would want to be more creative than the
other. Others would have used new methods of creation to prove their creativity.

All this point to the oneness of the creator. If there were more than one creator, each would decide to do
things their way.

Point 2: Fixed Laws in the Universe

One example is the law of progression: Things start small, grow bigger, then get smaller and disappear.

e The sun starts low and cool in the morning, gets higher and hotter, then gradually gets lower and
cooler, then disappears.
e Man starts as a baby, gets bigger and stronger, then gets weaker and dies.

If there was another creator, then he would want to start his creation old, then go in reverse.
All the evidence points to a single method: zy«J! gradual advance. Al YAy,
Nothing appears suddenly or disappear suddenly. Night and day are gradual. Growth of all creatures is

gradual. Babies take 9 months to be born. The heavens and earth were created in 6 days.
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This is the argument that prophet Ibrahim AS used when he was confronting An-Namroud. This tyrant claimed
he was a god and can control life and death. Prophet Ibrahim AS used Allah’s fixed laws in the universe —the
sun rising from the east, to challenge him to bring it from the west if he was a god in control of his creation.
He was dumbfounded because the Creator only controls these laws — Allah SWT.

All planets and galaxies rotate counter clockwise. Even electrons in an atom rotate counter clockwise. All
planets have an elliptical path, with an inclined angle.

The sun will rise from the west at the end of time. Only Allah can make this claim because He is capable of it!

Point 3: Earth is Prepared for Human Leaderhip

We were created to lead this earth. No other creature is suitable for this job. Our makeup is very suitable for
this job. Lions cannot lead this earth for example.

Humans are among the proof that the Creator is One! Yet some reject this fact.

Point 4: The Interdependence in the Universe

There is a clear complementary relationship in this universe pointing to the oneness of the creator. Many
things work together to accomplish a single task.

For example, to produce rain: the sun, the wind, the seas, water vapor, the clouds have to all work together to
evaporate the water and move it via the clouds to rain on various spots.

Another example is the oxygen that we breath. In the earth’s atmosphere Oxygen is 21%. We breath the
oxygyn and exhale carbon dioxide. Why doesn’t the oxygen run out? The sun helps the plants breath the
carbon dioxide and produce oxygen so the percentage stays at 21%.

If all creation breathed in oxygen we would be in big trouble.

Look at the food that is available for us to eat. It is very suitable for our nourishment. If one creator creates
us and another creates the food, there is bound to be inconsistencies. The design of our digestive system is
very suitable for the food we eat.

If there were multiple creators, we would not have this perfect relationship for our benefit.

All this interdependence of desperate things are just signs for us to realize that The Creator is One!
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Point 5: No one else came forward and declared they were a god

This point is simple and profound. Allah, the Creator, came forward and informed us that He is The Creator
and The God of the worlds. No one else has come forward with a competing message or proof!

If no god has come forward with this claim, then why so some people make this invalid claim?
Isn’t this very logical? The entire universe points us to il ¥ &I ¥,

Any person with no religious background will find these arguments very logical.

s Addressing the Believers

Allah in the Quran makes many logical statements to demonstrate His Oneness.

O9alss ¥ @b 78T U3 Ay AasdlSas Ggkid Ub S35 Llis 353 HalSLads 16574 ad S35 Sis &l Cd

Az-Zumar 39:29 - Allah presents an example: a slave owned by quarreling partners and another
belonging exclusively to one man - are they equal in comparison? Praise be to Allah! But most of them
do not know.

Which makes more sense: an employee with 5 managers who are fighting with each other, or an employee
with one manager to give orders? This is very logical!

S BE dUl Hle e g2k 2 e pdaiais Mady Gl W4J|J§MJJ|&|4J|QAMQL§L93 23 e Al &S e

Al-Mu’minun 23:91 - Allah has not taken any son, nor has there ever been with Him any deity. [If there
had been], then each deity would have taken what it created, and some of them would have sought to
overcome others. Exalted is Allah above what they describe [concerning Him].

Multiple creators cannot result in singularity of laws and methods of creation.

Al-Ahad in Our Lives

s Example of Bilal

The great companion Bilal, may Allah be pleased with him, demonstrated the value and love of Allah’s name
Al-Ahad. Quraysh was torturing him in the desert to revoke his belief in the One God. Whips, heat, a heavy

rock on him — all of that and he kept repeating “Ahad Ahad”! That name was precious to him more than his
own life. His tongue could not say anything else.

Does this name have the same effect on us when we hear it, or when we recite surat Al-lkhlas?
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< The Importance of <l ¥I &JI Y

Many of the prophet’s companions were tortured to revoke their faith in Al YAy, They were firm on it.
Many died for this word, for the sake of the Oneness of Allah!

This phrase is our passport to paradise, if we say it with sincerity and conviction — Ikhlas! There is No God
worthy of worship, None, ABSOLUTELY NONE — other than Allah — The One, Al-Ahad!

Surat Al-lkhlas equals a third of the Quran because it has the name of Allah Al-Ahad and shows His Oneness.

01 Y1 41 Y: We live with it, and we die on it, answer the angels in our grave with it, stand in front of Allah and
enter paradise inshaallah with it.

We should keep our Iman fresh and new by repeating this statement of tawhid and believing in its meaning,
and living our lives according to it, and fully appreciating Allah’s name Al-Ahad.

+* Be Sincere

How should we live with Allah’s name Al-Ahad? Surat Al-lkhlas is the clue: AL-IKHLAS — Sincerity!

What is Ikhlas? lkhlas is to purposely aim our words, actions, inactions, our life, our deeds for the sake of
Allah, The One True God!

anekiadl 931 615 el T3 & Y * ol Oy d s heas $ii3 35 &) b

Al-An’am 6:162/163 — Say [oh Muhammad #&], "Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and
my dying are for Allah, Lord of the worlds. * No partner has He. And this | have been commanded, and
| am the first [among you] of the Muslims."

It is not just about acts of worship. This sincerity covers all aspects of life.

e Children should be raised to be good Muslims and a great support for the Ummah.
e Wealth should be gathered and used in ways that please Allah SWT.
e Dealing with others should be done in ways that pleases Al-Wahid Al-Ahad.

Reaching the highest level of sincerity, gets us to the point where we do not see anything else but Allah and
His pleasure in all that we do.

To take the analogy of a salesman, you cannot sell the same product to more than one entity! Our deeds, and
all that we hope to find in the hereafter, must not be sold to anyone other than Allah!

A great example of sincerity from surat An-Nahl:

el Bslas Lalls Gad 035 €53 (5 oo sk § ek @Suiid
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An-Nahl 16:66 - And indeed, for you in grazing livestock is a lesson. We give you drink from what is in
their bellies - between excretion and blood - pure milk, palatable to drinkers.

Milk comes out pure from among excretion and blood. The milk does not mix with undesirable elements and
stays pure. We will not want to drink the milk if it came out with other parts mixed in!

The reward for a good deed is one if intended but not performed. If the deed is intended and performed, the
reward is 10 to 700 to many more. Some said that the reward will depend on the sincerity. The higher the
sincerity, the more the multiplication of the reward.

Our purpose in life is to attain Allah’s pleasure with obedience and love. Our words and actions must testify to
the oneness of Allah, Al-Ahad. We should plan to live a normal life: we will eat, drink, be happy, get married,
work, have children, and earn a living, but in all these acts we are focused on pleasing Allah SWT as the goal.

This is the true understanding of Tawhid and <l YI 41 Y.
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68. AS-SAMAD (THE ETERNAL REFUGE) doual! <l !

Other translations: The Self Sufficient, The Eternal, The Master Who is relied upon in time of need.

Linguistically

The name As-Samad comes from the root sad mim dal (> ¢ ue), with the following classical meanings:

e The obeyed master who nothing happens without his leave, and no one is above Him,
e The one that people seek refuge in for their needs and troubles,

e The master who all perfect attributes belong to Him,

e The one who remains unaffected and unchanged,

e The one all things depend on,

e A solid body that is not hollow and does not make a sound.

The Arabs used to name their nobles and leaders As-Samad — The obeyed master.

The word Sumood 3344 means to remain firm and steadfast, unaffected, and unchanged.

As-Samad in The Quran

The beautiful name As-Samad is mentioned explicitly once in the Quran in Surat Al-Ikhlas:
daall duix 35 A gh b
Al-lkhlas 112:1/2 - Say, "He is Allah, [who is] One, * Allah, the Eternal Refuge.

The name As-Samad, is commonly translated as the Eternal, the Absolute — remaining unaffected and
unchanged.

The various meanings of the name As-Samad revolve around the Oneness of the creator.

+* Meaning 1: The Eternal Refuge

The most common interpretation of the name As-Samad is the One you seek refuge in when you are in
difficulty. Allah SWT is the One Who we turn to for our needs and desires, because He is the Master, the
Eternal, the One Who remains firm and unchanged — so who else can we turn to?

Who do we seek when we are in difficulty?

e Someone rich,

e Someone powerful,

e Someone capable,

e Someone unique with no equal.
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All these meanings are present in the name As-Samad. Allah is the One we take refuge in when we are in
need, because of all His beautiful and perfect Attributes.

If Allah is with us, then we are invincible. We go to Him for our needs, but we should also ultimately desire
Him—this is sincerity (ikhlas).

Surat Al-Ikhlas was revealed in Makkah when the people asked the prophet & to describe to them His Lord.
The prophet &8 told us that Surat al-Ikhlas is equal to a third of the Qur’an (Muslim).

If you want to know Allah, surat Al-Ikhlas summarizes His attributes.

+* Meaning 2: The Perfect Master

The summary of meanings of As-Samad revolve around the Master Who owns all the perfect attributes.

Human perfection is imperfect. You can describe a judge as just, but his justice may be flawed at times
depending on his level of knowledge.

Allah, The Most Just, is perfect in His justice and His knowledge. Allah’s attributes are absolute and perfect.
The attribute As-Samad points to absolute perfection:

e He needs no one, but all need Him for their existence and sustenance,
e He does not need protection from anyone, but everyone need His protection and rely on Him,
e He has no flaws or deficiencies, only perfection.

We turn to Him with all the needs of our heart, body, and soul, because As-Samad can provide. We can be
confident and assured, because the One we are turning to is the Master, unaffected by the changes around us.

As-Samad in Our Lives

«» Difficult Times

We have needs, aspirations, wants, and hopes. Sometimes we get confused, and just don’t know where to
turn. Sometimes we just need someone to talk to. Sometimes we need shelter from the storm.

Allah As-Samad is the answer. He is the Everlasting Lord and Master, the only One Who can be relied upon in
times of difficulty and needs. He is the Eternal Refuge for all difficulties and hardships.
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** The Secret of a Believer’s Greatness is in his Devotion to Allah

A child of a rich person does not deserve Zakat even though he does not own anything. His virtual connection
with his rich father makes him rich by extension.

Similarly, a believer is strong because Allah is strong. He is rich because Allah is rich. He is capable because
Allah is capable.

When we seek refuge in Allah, and seek His help, we become strong, rich, capable, and wise.

% Go to As-Samad for Every Need

Allah loves from us to go to Him for any need we have, small or large. We should not go to anyone else. We
should train ourselves to maintain constant contact with Allah: Ask Him, plead with Him, praise Him, trust in
Him, and fear none but Him.

Allah chose this name As-Samad to send us a message that He is the One to seek refuge in for any need:
worldly or spiritually.

Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: The Messenger of Allah (28) used to say:

"Blodl Jazly cgalae lgd I 35T J ol ¢ golae lgd 31 Lo oy 5l dasas g s G d ol ol
o S e J dly wgall Jalg oas U5 § J Baby"

(O Allah, make my religion easy for me by virtue of which my affairs are protected, set right for me my
world where my life exists, make good for me my Hereafter which is my resort to which | have to
return, and make my life prone to perform all types of good, and make death a comfort for me from
every evil)."[Muslim]

We need the best of this life and the best of the next life.

e We need faith to navigate the rough seas of this world and live a life that pleases Allah.
e We need wealth to sustain ourselves in this life. The wealth should come from good sources, and not
at the expense of others.

Ask Allah for abundance of good sustenance, a good spouse, and children.
Ask Allah for pardon and safety ddlallg gaall,

Ask Allah for refuge from hell and the abode of peace in paradise.
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«* A Point to Consider:

Turning to As-Samad for our needs does not mean we will not strive and use physical means. Allah
commands us to strive.

We must do our best, with full knowledge that the fruit of our labor will come from Allah, and Him alone!

«* Another Point to Consider:

Don’t ever think that a need or a want is too small or too great to ask Allah SWT.
Thabit narrated from Anas, who said “The Messenger of Allah (£8) said:
" aadl 13) Alid aid Jlig G5 G Wl &5 fSisT glag

“Let one of you ask his Lord for his every need, even until he asks Him for the strap of his sandal when
it breaks.” [Tirmithi — Hasan]

What is implicit in this hadith, is that Allah wants us to turn to Him for any need. Allah will get angry if you do
not ask Him, while people will get angry if you ask them.

Allah SWT chose this name to assure us He is there for any need we may have.

¢ A Sign of Love

One of the signs of Allah’s love for His servants, is that He blesses them with the ability to help others. If
people are constantly seeking someone and knocking on their door for some of their needs, they should not
be annoyed.

If you want to know your place with Allah, see what He has you doing for His sake.

e Do you guide people, or lead them astray?
e Do you give them security or grief?
e Do you help them, or cause hardships?

The true rich person is the one rich in good deeds. We should increase our good deeds, especially the
perpetual ones that continue to earn dividends long after we depart this world.

We should volunteer our time, talent, and resources for the benefit of mankind: Help the needy and be there
for people in their time of need.

We should make the intention for our good deeds purely for Allah’s sake, to bear fruit in the hereafter.
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We should set goals for our lives beyond eating, drinking, and working. Setting the goal for Islam to spread in
our country would be a good one, starting with our local community, the outwards to the rest of society.

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 325




69. AL-QAADIR (THE POWERFUL) 70. AL-MUQTADIR (THE POWERFUL DETERMINER) )i <l !

Jdidall

Other translations:
Al-Qaadir: The All-Capable, The All-Powerful, The Most Able.
Al-Mugtadir: The All-Determining, The Powerful Determiner.

Typically, both these names are discussed together since they come from the same root and have similar
meanings.

Linguistically

Both names come from the root qaf dal ra (L 2 &), with the following classical meanings:

e to measure, to know the measure of something - 333

e to distribute, restrict, or apportion the suitable measure - 39-3-}

e to decree, to ordain, to decide a matter (as though measuring it to fit) - 338
e to estimate, to determine, to make use of reason - ).39-33

e to have the power to accomplish, to be rendered able, capable - 343 ;o8

e to be able to prevail, to be empowered, to have control over - BV

The root has dimensions of power, ability, appropriate measure, and wisdom - yd&Jl ¢y gf 8)dd)l cpe.

e Qaadirindicates the supreme ability to make a decree or ordain something from nothing.
e Mugtadir points to the supreme power by which the decree is enacted.

Mugtadir is the intensive form of the root, indicating excessiveness in quantity and quality.

Al-Qaadir Al-Mugqtadir in The Quran

The name Al-Mugqtadir appears 4 times in the Quran, while the name Al-Qaadir appears 12 times.
The name Al-Qadeer appears more than 30 times but was not considered as a beautiful name.
The names Qaadir, Qadeer, and Mugtadir, all share similar meanings from ys a1 gf 8yl

1. 8yaa)lis power and strength, the ability to do things.
2. yaadlis connected to wisdom, knowledge, and skill in doing things.

Al-Qaadir, is the One able to bring into existence from non-existence and return existence into non-existence.

Al-Mugtadir, is the One Who manages creation in a way only He can with His Supreme Power.
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% Meaning 1: Estimation of the Divine Self

From the first meaning of estimation, Allah SWT tells us in the Quran:
0)dd (35> &l 19338 L
Al-Haj 22:74 (beginning) - They have not appraised Allah with true appraisal.

People do not realize the Greatness of Allah SWT. They do not appraise His Perfect Attributes with the correct
measure. Disobedience comes from lack of estimation.

+* Meaning 2: Created everything in Perfect Proportions

If we ponder Allah’s creation, we will see perfection in all due measures.
3y BUALS ¢k I8 G)
Al-Qamar 54:49 - Indeed, all things We created with predestination.

e Our eyes see what they should see. If eyesight was stronger, we will never be able to drink water if we
can see all the organisms in it.

e Our sensory receptors are perfect. If our hair had sensory receptors, no one can have a haircut.

e If our hearing was more acute, we will never be able to sleep.

All things are created with perfect measure. This outlines Allah’s Power and Wisdom.

Allah SWT can give or deprive, according to His Perfect Wisdom and Plan. When He gives, He astounds, and
when He withholds, He astounds.

ool &y LB L Blg. o1 g B0 Hiks 3 slaldl (e Gl

Al-Mu’minun 23:18 - And We have sent down rain from the sky in a measured amount and settled it in
the earth. And indeed, We are Able to take it away.

The value of a land is in its resources. Allah can provide the resources to make it thrive or take it away and
bring its demise. All things are given in accurate and perfect measure, with perfect ability and wisdom.

< Meaning 3: Power and Ability

The second meaning of the name reflects supreme power to accomplish what is desired, without needing help
or means.
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Humans are weak and have many limitations and need means to overcome weaknesses. To go from point A
to point B we need a car or a plane or some other means to get there. If we want to eat, we must plant. We
accomplish what we want though means and aids.

Any entity that relies on other things to implement its will, cannot be described as Qaadir or Mugtadir. Allah
SWT can implement what He Wills with a command.

o %

9838 o8 & Ul of Gl 3151 13 38T i)
Ya-Sin 36:82 - His command is only when He intends a thing that He says to it, "Be," and it is.
Allah SWT is Perfect in all aspects. He is high above any needs.
Gealis Y pby8T 505 &7 U3 of ofle 306 &) 545 o4 45T aile U3 Vgl 1583

Al-An’am 6:37 - And they say, "Why has a sign not been sent down to him from his Lord?" Say,
"Indeed, Allah is Able to send down a sign, but most of them do not know."

No matter how strong we become, we cannot move a mountain. A city may take 50 years to build, then in a
matter of seconds Allah destroys it with an earthquake. No one can prevent tornados and hurricanes from
destroying all what is in their path.

ERCE- RN EPERELH
Al-Qamar (ending) - so We seized them with a seizure of one Exalted in Might and Perfect in Ability.

Allah’s Power has no limit!

** Meaning 4: His Words confirm His Acts

Allah SWT has promised believers, who do good, a good life in this world. He also promised punishment for
the evil-doers. Allah SWT can accomplish His promises, because He has the Perfect Ability to do so.

9ol abdal b &6y of Je G5
Al-Mu’minun 23:95 - And indeed, We are able to show you what We have promised them.

This verse is a confirmation of the truthfulness of the Quran. Allah’s Acts confirm His words, as a testimony
from Him that the Quran is the truth from Him.
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+* Related Names

Al-Qawiy- The Strong - the One Who is All-Mighty and possesses inexhaustible strength.
Al-Mateen — The Firm - the One Whose nature it is to be firm, determined, and steadfast.
Al-Qahhar — The Dominator - the One Who dominates, conquers, overpowers.

Al-Qaadir - the One Whose nature it is to decree, ordain, appoint, measure-out, decide.

Al-Mugtadir - the One Whose supreme power enforces whatever Divine Wisdom decrees or decides;
omnipotent, able to do everything.

Al-Qaadir Al-Mugtadir in Our Lives

s Strength comes from Allah

It is our human nature to love, admire, and gravitate towards strength, beauty, and perfection. Humans try to
get security by befriending someone powerful. How strong will they be if they are connected to the Creator?

A small child is weak. If his father is powerful, no one can touch the child, since he gets strength by
association. A believer is strong and confident, not due to his means, but from his association with Allah, Who
protects him and supports him.

If you want to be strong, rely on Allah and ask for His protection. If we feel we are strong, we can overcome
our enemies and our desires. If we feel we are weak, we will be humiliated and helpless — lowering ourselves
to people to gain some protection.

If we are truly with Allah, we can hold our heads high because He will never let us down or give enemies
advantage over us.

s Day of Reckoning

Allah SWT informed us He will be recreating us and bring us into account one day.
(988 9] OsalE1 g6 48 5 Y S ) Jax e I of o 396 G215 igladl 3l it b 553
Al-Isra’ 17:99 - Do they not see that Allah, who created the heavens and earth, is [the one] Able to

create the likes of them? And He has appointed for them a term, about which there is no doubt. But
the wrongdoers refuse [anything] except disbelief.
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It is the height of ignorance to think we will not be resurrected. Allah SWT is assuring us He can recreate us to
be held accountable for what we have done in this life.

We must be firm in our belief that we will be resurrected one day. Itis in Allah’s Perfect Power and Ability to
do so.

** Nothing is Impossible

Many verses where the name Qadeer appear, imply perfection of ability - 33-)3 ;‘5& 13 e,

To Allah, there is no such thing as “impossible”. Many times, we hear of a terminal sickness where doctors
said there is no cure, then the patient gets better without any explainable reason.

We must have full conviction that Allah SWT is All-Capable: He gives strength, health, safety, security, victory,
and protection. When we have this unshakable belief, we will be in Allah’s care, and in a state of Tawhid. We
do not put hopes in creation but put all our hopes in the Creator.

The natural state of a believer is Tawhid:

e Whatever happens, he says 4 <& &) — God Willing,

e When good things come, he says Al Jund oo 14 — A bounty from Allah,

e If heis successful, he says <l §x8g% s — Aid from Allah,

e If he has wealth, he says <l S o 14 — From Allah’s Generosity,

e If he gets punished for doing something wrong, he says il Ao {e 142 — From Allah’s Mercy.

* Know Allah

Our duty to these names is to feel Allah’s Power and Ability over us, and recognize our weakness and
helplessness, and our dire need for His Help and Support.

Allah is ever Mugtadir over us — we are in His Grip, to do with us what He Wishes. We feel strength when we
are with Allah. When we ponder Allah’s Power, we feel helpless.

Realizing both meanings are required and necessary. If we forget Allah’s Power, we become arrogant and
tyrannical. Allah’s Power comes to punish and restore the balance.

Al-Qaadir gives us strength, but we must realize our correct place in this universe, and not exceed the bounds
set for us.

When we have the proper understanding of these names, we will realize our weakness and our need for our
Creator. We will have reverence for Him, rely on Him, ask for His help, then we will be strong.
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71. AL-MUQADDIM (THE EXPEDITER) 72. AL-MU’AKHKHIR (THE DELAYER) ;3 §oJ! p ddall dll gl

Other translations:
Al-Mugaddim: The Expediter, The Promoter, The One who puts things in their right places.

Al-Mu’akhkhir: The Delayer, The Deferrer, The One who puts things in their right place.

Linguistically

The name Al-Mugaddim comes from the root gaf dal mim (¢ > @), with the following classical meanings:

e to come before, to lead, precedence - eC@
o old or ancient — fsu3 2l

e to arrive, to come forward - pud

e to advance, or to put forward- e:@

The word for foot is &)l because one uses it to move forward.
The name Al-Mu’akhkhir comes from the root hamza kha ra (, & i), with the following classical meanings:

e to delay, to hold back, to be late - 43I

§}é-53| is the Hereafter, J-?S" e};jl the last day.

Al-Muqaddim Al-Mu’akhkhir in The Quran

The two names are opposites of each other, and they should be mentioned together.
The names do not appear explicitly in the Quran, but appear in the following authentic Hadith:

'Ali (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: When the Messenger of Allah (#8) was in night optional
prayer, he used to supplicate towards the end of prayer after Tashahhud and before the concluding
salutations:

CAY )Y 55501 Clp paadd CT fo 4 AT EJT 5 bzl Loy ESIET oy Ejzid 1oy 33T ey EadB s J 5081 gl
O Allah! Forgive my former and latter sins, which | have done secretly and those which | have done
openly, and that | have wronged others, and those faults of mine about which You have better
knowledge than | have. You are Al-Muqaddim and you are Al-Mu’akhkhir. None has the right to be
worshipped but You." [Muslim]

Both names are mentioned together, and describe the Divine Self and Divine Acts, related to Allah’s Will,
Knowledge, Justice, and Wisdom.
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% Meaning 1: Promoting and Holding Back

Allah is the One Who promotes His good servants to the high ranks and holds His enemies back.

He promotes in rank some ahead of others, the knowledgeable over the ignorant for example.

He promoted planning for creation and their sustenance before the actual creation.

Some time periods are promoted ahead of other periods, or a sacred month ahead of other months.
The ones who prioritize obedience to Allah, Allah SWT will promote them in rank.

The ones who prioritize disobedience and self, Allah SWT will hold them back.

Reward and punishment can also be expedited or delayed, based on Allah’s Will and Wisdom.

“ Meaning 2: Divine Preference

There is preference in creation and in this universe.

e Some creation was created before others, like the pen and Allah’s throne. Man was created last.
e Some beings are moved ahead of others in preference and in rank.

e Reasons and intentions supersede actions.

e Humans were given preference over all creation, even angels, as an example.

e Some places were given more sanctity than others, like Makkah, Madinah, and Jerusalem.

e Some time periods were given preference over other time periods.

“ Meaning 3: Puts Things in their Right Place

Allah SWT deservedly puts all things in their proper place. He advances some things, and holds back other
things, according to His Will, Knowledge, Justice, and Infinite Wisdom.

He SWT warned of eternal punishment and held back the most severe punishment for the Hereafter.
a3l @S] Euadd 383 (s 194405 Y 6

Qaf 50:28 - [Allah] will say, "Do not dispute before Me, while | had already presented to you the
warning.

In a place of work, if someone is regularly late one hour, is not punished, and someone who is hard working,
does not get rewarded — the result will be: the hard worker will slack off, and the slacker will get worse.

In human relations, if good deeds are not rewarded and bad deeds punished, chaos will be the result.
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Osals3 Y Gty galad Gl g9 U U8
Az-Zumar 39:9 (partial) - Say, "Are those who know equal to those who do not know?"

If we are obedient to Allah, His Justice and Wisdom decrees that we will be moved ahead of others.

Some believers are moved ahead of other, by making their supplications answered, for example. If believers
are not promoted ahead of sinners, believers will lose the incentive, and sinners will not be deterred.

Allah SWT will promote the believers ahead of the sinners, defend and protect them, and give them the rank
they deserve, with full justice.

Al-Muqgaddim Al-Mu’akhkhir in Our Lives

+» Example of the Prophet’s Companions — Battle of Mu’tah

The prophet & appointed 3 army leaders: Zaid Ibn Harithah, Jaafar Bin Abi Taleb, and Abdullah Ibn Rawaha.

Allah SWT allowed him to see the battle as if it was in front of him. He was narrating the events to the
companions.

Zaid took the flag first, fought, as was martyred. The prophet & saw his place in heaven.
Then Jaafar took the flag, he fought and was martyred. The prophet & saw his place in heaven.

The prophet & paused a little. Then the companions started asking what Ibn Rawaha was doing. Ibn Rawaha
hesitated to take the flag, then he took it. He fought and was martyred. The prophet & saw his place in
heaven, slightly lower than Zaid and Jaafar.

This slight hesitation cost him a higher rank with Allah, compared to his two companions.

+ Degrees of Distinction

It is Allah’s wisdom that people are in various levels and ranks.
Al-Isra’ 17:21 - Look how We have favored [in provision] some of them over others. But the Hereafter
is greater in degrees [of difference] and greater in distinction.

Humans have different shapes, levels of wealth, varying degrees of intelligence and abilities.

Allah SWT has moved some ahead of others in what He bestows, knowledge, or time of creation, etc.
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We are created with free will in some things, but in other things we have no choice. We have no choice who
our parents are, where we are born, or what we look like.

He SWT inspires His servants to do good deeds and promotes them to high ranks out of His bounty. He SWT
lowers the spirits of sinners and holds them back from reaching the high ranks.

Believers are not all at the same level. Allah SWT raises some above others in rank and in reward. There is no
holding back the ones whom Allah promotes, and there is no promotion for the ones whom Allah holds back.

+* Divine Justice

Allah SWT assigns a position and a rank for each of us according to our actions. No two people will be equal in
rank, when their deeds are not equal. The one with the better deeds, better manners, and purer belief, will
have a higher rank. We will get the rank we deserve with justice and accuracy.

Believers are favored and precious to Allah SWT, while non-believers have no weight or regard.
G35 4l p33 o fu 8
Al-Kahf 18:105 (ending) - and We will not assign to them on the Day of Resurrection any importance.

Allah SWT promotes the believers and puts their love in the hearts of others. They are respected in their
presence and praised in their absence.

There are many things Allah SWT has predestined for us. If we believe in His Infinite Wisdom, then we can be
sure it is for our benefit, and our duty is to surrender to His Will, and be satisfied and thankful.

** Prioritize Activities

If you own a shop, and you are reading the paper and enjoying a cup of tea, you will leave them as soon as a
client shows up. The client is more important for the business than reading the paper.

Our life is a big exercise in prioritization. We are faced with many challenges every day. We must learn what
to put forward and what to delay. All deeds that benefit the next life should be promoted ahead of worldly
matters.

This is demonstrated clearly when we are busy with things, and the time for prayer arrives. Do we stop all
activities in favor of prayers, or delay prayers in favor of other activities?

Promoting and honoring sinners ahead of believers is an invitation of Allah’s anger and punishment. Putting
things in their wrong place, goes contrary to Allah’s way.
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** Promote Yourself

People, sometimes, try to promote themselves with material things: fancy cars, palaces, and fine clothing.
This is a meaningless promotion that is short-lived, and a sign of societal decline. The true high rank we
should strive for, is the rank in the eyes of Allah SWT.

Allah SWT is The Most Generous. He will reward us in this life and in the next. The keys to be promoted or
held back are in our hands, when it comes to our faith.

e We can establish our faith in our homes, our workplace, and our society.
e We can resist worldly temptations, for the sake of Allah SWT.
e We can pray, perfect our manners, and do good deeds.

How far we want to be promoted, depends on how much we are willing to work for it.

Allah SWT is Fair and Just. He will never make our good effort go to waste if we are sincere and obedient. If
we go forth to Allah, Allah will raise our status. If we delay and stay back, Allah will hold us back.

s Prepare for the Hereafter

This life is a testing period where we prepare for the Hereafter. We must send forth to the next life as many
good deeds as we can.

ool Sie bdad i3 (e (K 15235 o

Al-Baqgarah 2:110 (partial) - and whatever good you put forward for yourselves - you will find it with
Allah.

The worst thing we can do is send forth bad deeds. This is not what we want to see when we reach our
destination.

Al-Fajr 89:24 - He will say, "Oh, | wish | had sent ahead [some good] for my life."

We have been given ample warning to prepare. Allah SWT will promote the ones who strive for His love and
will hold back the ones who do not care.

We must be effective promoters of good in our environment and help move things forward.
We must hold back evil, and evil deeds, and prevent wrong from going forward.

May Allah guide us to what pleases Him and promote us to the high ranks.
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73. AL-AWWAL (THE FIRST) 74. AL-AAKHIR (THE LAST) 331 J39 <l ol

Other translations:
Al-Awwal: The First, The Pre-Existing, The One Who's Existence is without a beginning.
Al-Aakhir: The Last, The One Who's Existence has no end.

These names are complementary, and always mentioned together.

Linguistically

The name Al-Awwal, comes from the root hamza waw lam (J s 1), with meanings of first and priority.
The name Al-Aakhir, comes from the root hamza kha ra () & 1), with the opposite meanings to Al-Awwal.

e Chronological priority, like January comes first, then February, December is last.

e Superiority in rank and priority or preference, like the first in class, and the last in class.

e Spatial nearness in space, like reaching a city first, before reaching another while travelling.

e Arrangement and sequencing, like when assembling a car: some parts are installed ahead of others.

Al-Awwal Al-Aakhir in The Quran

Both names are mentioned explicitly in the Quran:

Fle 2053 (%) 30550015 SalB 35515 U3 5
Al-Hadid 57:3 - He is the First and the Last, the Ascendant and the Intimate, and He is, of all things,
Knowing.

The names also appear in authentic Hadith.
Abu Huraira who narrated a supplication from Allah's Apostle #, the partial part relevant to the topic:
205 @od (il Sl Ty 35t @835 (ld SN il 05 B3a5 il 5591 ET5 20k UL (e U3Y1 T 411

O Allah, You are the First, there is nothing before You, and You are the Last and there is nothing after
You, and You are Evident and there is nothing above You, and You are Innermost and there is nothing
beyond You. [Muslim]

The prophet & explained the attributes clearly:

e Allah is the First, and nothing is with Him or superseded Him,
e Allah is the Last, and nothing will remain besides Him.
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% Meaning 1: The Very First, and the Very Last

Allah Al-Awwal in the sense that nothing existed before Him. He was there before all creation.
Imran bin Hisain g\.,a:> u-’ Ol3as 4% narrated from the prophet & (partial):
G235 CIgatdl B35 esish I SN § G385 eslall Jo Adse 585 bl 2o 5 dls A &
"First of all, there was nothing but Allah, and (then He created His Throne). His throne was over the

water, and He wrote everything in the Book (in the Heaven) and created the Heavens and the Earth."
[Bukhari]

Allah is The First, without a beginning, and He is the Last without an end. Allah SWT Al-Aakhir, will be the One
remaining after all things end. He is the Ever-Lasting One, while all others will perish.

BI85 IS 9 &5 4 055 * 0B Gl b (8

Ar-Rahman 55:26/27 - Everyone upon the earth will perish, * And there will remain the Face of your
Lord, Owner of Majesty and Honor.

Allah’s Perfect Self-Existence is above time. He encompasses time — past, present, and future. Time is one of
His creation, and under His Will and Control.

+* Meaning 2: First in all Attributes and in Rank

Allah is above all creation in everything: existence, ability, hearing, seeing, power, glory, will, greatness, etc.

The First does not have needs or rely on anything, and all creation needs Him and rely on Him. He is Self-
Existent, Self-Reliant, and Constant in His Perfection of All Attributes. He has no equal and no partner. Heis
The First, with no second, and all perfection in existence is from Him.

These attributes belong exclusively to the Divine Self.

¢ Meaning 3: The Source and Destination of all things — in Cause

One of the meanings of Al-Awwal, is the beginning or the source. The term “first”, is what all things come
from, rely on, or caused by.

For example, which is first, the chicken or the egg? If we go back to the very first chicken, Allah created it.

If we take anything in existence and trace it back to the source, we conclude that Allah SWT is the source of
everything.
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A man moves his finger. How? He is alive. How? Allah gave him life! Allah is always the source.
Allah, Al-Awwal, is the source of existence, continuation, sustenance, and support of everything.
Allah, Al-Aakhir, is the destinations of all things. All matters return to Him.

39901 3 i Jy o
Ash-Shuraa 42:53 (ending) - Unquestionably, to Allah do [all] matters evolve.

The final verdict belongs to Allah, for all matters. His Word is final, and His Will concludes all matters.

% The First and the Last, the Ascendant and the Intimate obllg yaUall 9 4331 9 Jo¥I

We all have a beginning, an end, an apparent, and hidden aspects. This is common for all creation, even for
things like a thought, or a breath.

Allah SWT is unique in this aspect:

e He is First without a beginning, superseding everything.

e He is Last without an end, remaining after all things perish.

e Heis Dominant, High above all creation in Status, Honor, and Glory.

e Heis Apparent, more apparent than the most apparent, minds confirm His Ever-Existence.
e Heis Intimate, no one is closer to His creation, The Expert, the All-Knowing.

e Heis Subtle, knower of all secrets, and His existence is beyond perception of the senses.

These four attributes appear together in the Quran, linked with “9”, for relationship emphasis. All four
attributes revolve around being All-Encompassing - db>Yl in time and in space.

His attributes, The First and The Last, encompass the before and after of all things. When things start, He is
there. When things end, He is there. He encompasses all beginnings and endings.

His Dominance and Intimacy encompass the apparent and hidden in all things.

Existence with no beginning, Continuation without an end, High above all things with no competition,
Subjugates all creation, Intimate with all things, apparent to all His Creation, most hidden to the senses.

These four names all point to Tawhid, the Oneness of Allah, and the perfection of His Attributes and Existence,
and full encompassing of His creation in every way possible.

The “9” appears between these names as an added assurance and confirmation that these seemingly opposite
attributes do in fact belong to the same One Divine Self.

This removes all doubt that these opposite attributes belong to Allah SWT.
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Al-Awwal Al-Aakhir in Our Lives

«* Be with The First

If you want to be first, be with The First!
All things start and end with Allah SWT. If we are obedient servants, we will be foremost in all things.

We must be first in doing good, first in acquiring knowledge, first in obedience, and first in helping His
creation.

** Be a Leader

This world is a testing place. Strong people are afforded more opportunities than weak ones.

Strength in wealth, knowledge, power, all afford the strong opportunities to increase in good deeds and
closeness to Allah SWT. Using this strength with wisdom and justice, for Allah’s pleasure, gets one promoted
to higher ranks.

Allah loves the over-achievers. Be among the first in all opportunities to do good.

+*» Tawhid in Conflict

Tawhid, believing in the Oneness of Allah, gets us closer to Allah during troubled times.

If a person is hit with a stick, will the person have hatred for the stick? Or for the hitter? All perpetrators are
sticks in the Hand of Allah, unleashing them to inflict whom He wishes. We must defend ourselves, that is a
given, but the point is, who allowed them to do so in the first place? Allah SWT did. We must not have ill
feelings towards Allah. Everything He does, is for our own good.

We must review our lives to see why things happen and correct any faults we find. We must not have hatred
in our hearts. Hatred is a killer disease.

Tawhid teaches us that nothing happens without Allah’s permission. We defend ourselves, but we must not
hate. This gives us courage and strength.

Oapelts b (5301 pdilal 13 Gudlls
Ash-Shuraa 42:39 - And those who, when tyranny strikes them, they defend themselves,

Tawhid helps us understand the calamity and eases its effect.
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If a burglar enters your house, you cannot surrender and claim it is Allah’s Will, and let him rob you. This is not
Tawhid. You fight with courage and defend yourself, knowing that all that happens is from Allah SWT.

Any knowledge we get, gets us closer to knowing Allah. The ultimate end of knowledge is Tawhid, and the
knowledge of the Oneness of Allah.

«» All Matters Return to Allah

When Tawhid is weak, one may imagine that matters are in the hands of this person or this leader.
59490 s <l Jy O
Ash-Shuraa 42:53 (ending) - Unquestionably, to Allah do [all] matters evolve.

Life with weak Tawhid result in depression, anxiety, and lack of security. It is a cause for punishment in this
life. On the day of judgement, it will be clear that all matters belong to Allah, and always have been.

True belief is to see Allah’s Hands exclusively at work in this universe. His Words are final, His Acts are final,
and His Justice is final.

** The End

We can live how we want, go where we want, but in the end, we must return to Allah SWT. Allah Al-Aakhir, is
our destination, where we will find the fruit of our labor in this life.

Fortunate are the ones who are well prepared for the final day.
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75. AZ-ZAAHIR (THE MANIFEST) 76. AL-BAATIN (THE HIDDEN) pbldl yaUall ] !

Other translations:
Az-Zaahir: The Manifest, The Apparent, The Evident, The Conspicuous.

Al-Baatin: The Hidden, The Secret One, The Inner One, The Knower of Hidden Things.

Linguistically

The name Az-Zaahir comes from the root za ha ra (» » 1), with the following classical meanings:

e to be visible, manifest, obvious, clear, distinct - 3¢5
e toascend, mount, have higher status - &3
e to have the upper hand, subdue, overcome - ,se_b

e to endorse, help, aid, support others, render superior —Jg.g.lé

The name Al-Baatin comes from the root ba ta niin (0 £ <), with the following classical meanings:

e Secret, concealed, hidden, not apparent — bl &as
e Intimate, inner linings - &3t
e to be inside, within, bellies - o3

Zaahir and Baatin are opposites attributes.

e Zaahir is that which is outward, manifest, apparent, and visible.
e Baatin is that which is inward, concealed, obscured, and hidden.

If we say olasg s W 4T, we mean that a verse has an apparent part that is read, and an inner part, which is
the meaning.

Az-Zaahir Al-Baatin in The Quran

Both names are mentioned explicitly in the Quran:

e 205 U5 33515 Salllls 55535 U39 3
Al-Hadid 57:3 - He is the First and the Last, the Ascendant and the Intimate, and He is, of all things,
Knowing.

The names also appear in authentic Hadith in Sahih Muslim.

Abu Huraira who narrated a supplication from Allah's Apostle (28), the partial part relevant to the
topic:
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O Allah, You are the First, there is nothing before You, and You are the Last and there is nothing after
You, and You are Evident and there is nothing above You, and You are Innermost and there is nothing
beyond You. [Muslim]

+ Az-Zaahir — Meaning 1: Victorious, Dominant

< 0%

2B 153l an3le e 15kl Gdll i
As-Saf 61:14 (ending) - So We supported those who believed against their enemy, and they became
dominant.

Allah SWT is Ever Victorious, the Subduer of His creation, the Powerful, the Dominant, the Accomplisher of His
Will. All meanings of strength and power are in this name.

e Can anyone do anything without Allah’s permission? No!
e Can wrongdoers escape His punishment? No!

Ogalas I w1 78T 35 0,41 e CIE dulg
Yusuf 12:21 (ending) - And Allah is predominant over His affair, but most of the people do not know.

The story of prophet Yusuf illustrates this meaning.

+* Az-Zaahir — Meaning 2: Knowledgeable of the Apparent

For humans, knowledge is power. We are weak if we do not have knowledge.
Allah SWT is well acquainted with all apparent thing. Anything that comes into appearance, He knows it.
st aik oo Jel Yo Cadll A

Al-Jinn 72:26 - [He is] Knower of the unseen, and He does not disclose His [knowledge of the] unseen
to anyone

His Knowledge of all apparent and hidden is perfect.

+ Az-Zaahir — Meaning 3: Most Apparent to All

Allah SWT gave us so many proofs of His Existence, to the point He is the most apparent truth. Everything
points to Allah. He is with us, but we cannot see him, or sense His presence.
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Some things may appear, and the five senses capture it. Some thing do not appear, but the mind knows it.
The mind points us to things we cannot sense.

Together, the mind and the universe, lead us to the apparent truth of Allah’s existence, even if the senses are
unaware.

The miracle of our creation is enough evidence to the existence of Allah SWT.

We cannot see Allah SWT with our eyes, but we can see Him with our minds. Allah is very clear with His
manifest proofs. Evidence of His Power, Existence, and Attributes are present in all His creation.

His Guidance is clear and manifest. His signs are clear and manifest for anyone who wants to contemplate
them.

s Al-Baatin — Meaning 1: Most Hidden

Allah SWT gave us only a glimpse of His Beautiful Attributes. The full knowledge of His Divine Self is impossible
for us to know. He SWT has kept the full knowledge hidden from His creation.

Only Allah knows Himself perfectly. Not even the prophets have this knowledge.
The eyes cannot see Him. He is perfectly hidden and imperceptible to the eyes, but apparent to the mind.

The apparent is His Signs and Guidance, and the Hidden is His true Nature.

< Al-Baatin — Meaning 2: Knows the Hidden Perfectly

We all have an apparent aspect, and a hidden secret aspect we keep from others.
For humans, we only perceive the apparent. We cannot tell what people are thinking or hiding.

Allah knows perfectly the apparent and the hidden in all His creation, with equal clarity.

+* Al-Baatin — Meaning 3: Hides Himself from Unbelievers

Allah SWT only prevented the believers from seeing Him in this life. He allowed them to know Him.

Allah SWT prevents the unbelievers from seeing Him in the hereafter as the worst punishment.
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«» Az-Zaahir and Al-Baatin

Az-Zaahir is our intuitive knowledge of the existence of Allah SWT. Even normal people who may not have a
deep religious background will mention God and acknowledge His Existence. This is built-into our innate
nature - Fitra.

This knowledge of The Apparent may not result in acts of worship or obedience. It may be a superficial
knowledge. The knowledge of Al-Baatin, requires more in-depth knowledge that leads to obedience and good
deeds.

The true knowledge of the Divine Self is impossible to reach. The realization of this fact is the height of
knowledge, that leads one to “l don’t know”.

The scholars concluded we must mention these names together.

Logically, these names cannot describe a single attribute. They are distinct from each other. In one matter,
He is Evident, and in another matter, He is Hidden.

Allah is Az-Zaahir, encompasses all things and fully knowledgeable of it, yet He is Al-Baatin, Most Hidden from
all His creation. No one can encompass His Divine Nature.

Allah is Az-Zaahir, manifests Himself clearly to the minds, yet He is Al-Baatin, Most Hidden from the senses.
Evident without presenting Himself.

Az-Zaaher Al-Baatin in Our Lives

% Man’s Apparent and Hidden

Allah SWT may give us physical strength (apparent) and may give strength in the form of awe and reverence
4 (hidden).

Man has an apparent part in the form of the body, and a hidden part in the form of the soul.

¢ Judging Others

Allah is the only One Who knows the hidden.

When we deal with people, we must treat them based on what is apparent and not assume what is in their
hearts.
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In one of the battles, a believer was about to kill a non-believer, and the non-believer made shahadah, but the
believer killed him after that. The prophet got the news and was very angry. The believer claimed the man
said it to fend off death. The prophet repeatedly asked him if he knew what was in his heart?

We judge with the apparent and leave the secret and hidden to Allah SWT.

+» Blessing in Disguise

We all feel pain when something bad happens. Many times, an apparent calamity, has hidden blessings in it —
a blessing in disguise.

Evident blessings like wealth, children, health, position, safety, and security, do not elevate people. On the
contrary, it makes them lazy, weak, and complacent.

Great men were not made through ease and good times. Calamities are great motivators. Many inventors,
poets, and notable people excelled due to calamities.

A person who has all the comforts of life, will most likely be a lazy person. His link to Allah will be shallow.
When he is put though a disaster, he wakes up and returns to Allah in ways he would not do in times of ease.

Such calamity is a blessing in disguise.
&b B30 daas (0IE Faily (2391 § g clsleldl § B oK 35 din & 1555 @t
Lugman 31:20 (beginning) - Do you not see that Allah has made subject to you whatever is in the

heavens and whatever is in the earth and amply bestowed upon you His favors, [both] apparent and
unapparent?

The apparent blessing is what we perceive as a blessing. The hidden blessing is what we do not perceive.

e Sickness can be a blessing.
e Poverty can be a blessing.

Allah SWT knows us very well, and He knows how to correct us and bring us back to Him.

We should not despair when something bad happens. It is always for our own good if we return to Allah with
repentance and obedience.

God'’s blessings cannot be counted, not even a single one.

Some blessings are apparent to us, like victory over an enemy, and others are hidden from us, like victory by
fear He SWT throws in the hearts of the enemy.
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Our inability to realize the true nature of the Divine Self, should instill reverence and awe for Allah’s Majesty
and Perfection. Doing so, will invite Allah’s Blessings and Care on us.

The knowledge of Allah’s attributes is the ultimate knowledge worth pursuing. Admitting our failure to fully
encompass this knowledge, is the height of knowledge.
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77. AL-WALII (THE GUARDIAN) /! il !

Other translations: The Protecting Friend, The Loving Defender, The Close Guardian.

Linguistically

The name Al-Walii comes from the root waw lam ya (s J 9), with the following classical meaning:
In Arabic, a Walii necessitates proximity in physical space or lineage.

e A waliiis the person sitting directly next to you or comes right after you.
e A walii is the father then an uncle, then a grandfather, etc.

e A waliiis the ruler in charge of his people.

e A walii is the protector and supporter of others.

A walii is the close one who takes care of you — Guardian and Protector. 2y 3l ol

A walii is the caring friend who supports you and aids you — Friend and Ally. & sai $l ol

Al-Walii in The Quran

The name Al-Walii is mentioned explicitly in the Quran, both in the absolute and the specific forms.

o 9

3008 oosh (8 Je 303 3381 (50 3h5 {3l 3b B did (e 19l ol
Ash-Shuraa 42:9 - Or have they taken protectors [or allies] besides him? But Allah - He is the Protector,
and He gives life to the dead, and He is over all things competent.

291 ] RN 5 0dy3 1544 Gl 45

Al-Baqara 2:257 (beginning) - Allah is the Protector of those who believe. He brings them out from
darknesses into the light.

% Meaning 1: Disposes the Affairs of His Creation

Allah SWT is the One in charge of running the affairs of His creation. He provides sustenance, protection, care,
and disposes all affairs.

He prevents the sky from falling on the earth and holds an infinite number of planets and galaxies in perfect
harmony that they do not collide with each other. He controls the motion of earth in its orbit, maintains its
speed and trajectory, so it does not veer off and perish.

He is Al-Walii to all creation, the deserving, and the non-deserving, however, with different measures.
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e Heis Al-Walii to the righteous, He honors and supports them.
e Heis Al-Walii to the evil ones, He punishes and corrects them.

His guardianship and support (Wilaya) is absolute in its perfection and completeness.

** Meaning 2: Protects and Guides His Servants

Allah SWT is Al-Walii: protector, guardian, friend, and ally of the believers.

Al-Walii takes care of His servants with His love, protection, and uncountable bounties. He is the close ally who
helps against enemies and is there when is needed.

2991 J) Rl 55 4y 158aT ol 5

Al-Baqara 2:257 (beginning) - Allah is the Protector of those who believe. He brings them out from
darknesses into the light.

The greatest protection Allah SWT provides His servants, is guidance to what is best for them. Al-Walii brings
His servants from the darkness of disbelief, to the light of Tawhid, and knowing Allah SWT.

o8 30 Y i 3601 &5 15T Gl J30 2 G a's

Muhammad &8 47:11 - That is because Allah is the protector of those who have believed and because
the disbelievers have no protector.

Imagine two children: one has a strong walii, who provides the best place to live, the best education, the best
medical care, the best of everything. The other child is orphaned, no family, no shelter, roaming the streets
with no one to care for him or support him.

A non-believer has no support, because he turned his back to Al-Walii, His faith, and His guidance.

Blessed and fortunate is the one who Allah is his walii! Miserable is the one whose walii is the devil,
desires, fortune, or fame - someone other than Allah.

** Meaning 3: Giver of Victory and Support

Al-Walii never abandons His friends. His support is sure and certain. Al-Walii SWT gives victory and support to
His servants, over their enemies, in this life and the next.

Prophet Yusuf: His brothers plotted to get rid of him by throwing him in the well. Al-Walii SWT saved him.

e He made the caravan desperate for water, to get him out of the well,
e He made the Aziz of Egypt’s wife barren, to take Yusuf in like a son,
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e He made the king see the vision, to get Yusuf out of jail,
e He made Egypt need food, to make Yusuf the Aziz of Egypt,
e He made the region hungry, to bring Yusuf’s brothers to Egypt, and reunite the family.

In the Quran, the last verse of the story of prophet Yusuf says:
hinlly ot 335855915 1 § (305 Sl (15 gl SobecuntsHl ool e (558185 iall o ST5T 35 G
edlall

Yusuf 12:101 - My Lord, You have given me [something] of sovereignty and taught me of the
interpretation of dreams. Creator of the heavens and earth, You are my protector in this world and in
the Hereafter. Cause me to die a Muslim and join me with the righteous."

Prophet Yusuf is pleading with his Walii to continue the favors of this life in the grave and in the hereafter.

Prophet Nuh: His people abused him, so he called on Al-Walii for victory. Al-Walii accepted his dua and
drowned his people and saved the believers.

Prophet Ibrahim: When he was thrown in the fire, Al-Walii ordered the fire to be cool and peaceful on
Ibrahim.

Prophet Ismail: He surrendered to the will of Allah — his Walii, and Al-Walii forbade the knife to cut.
Pharaoh found out who prophet Musa’s Walii was, as he was drowning.
Quraysh found out who prophet Muhammad #&’s Walii was, when he entered Makkah victorious.

Note: Being a friend of Allah does not mean no hurt or difficulty will befall. Calamities and hurt are only to
demonstrate who the Walii is, the One Who will get you out of trouble and make you victorious.

No human was hurt more than prophet Muhammad &, and he is the most beloved to Allah. Al-Walii took
care of him and made him victorious.

Ll J35 323G U5 bl & @5 &)

Al-A’raf 7:196 - Indeed, my protector is Allah, who has sent down the Book; and He is an ally to the
righteous.

Allah is Al-Walii not just to the prophets. The verse says He is Al-Walii to all righteous believers.
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Al-Walii in Our Lives

¢ Importance of having the Right Walii

One of the toughest events in the life of a developing child is when they lose their guardian! It is painful to see,
and traumatic to experience.

A bride who does not have her walii present for her wedding, how sad will she be?

There is a great difference between going to someone powerful for protection, and the powerful one offering
protection without even asking. Allah is the One offering to be our guardian and protector! |33.3T Ugg-" 33 «ul

Yes, Allah, please be our Walii!
If Allah is our Walii, that does not mean we will not have problems. This is the nature of life.

Knowing there is someone powerful watching and helping us is very comforting, to see us through difficult
times.

History is full of examples of righteous people, who chose Allah to be their Walii, have an honorable status.
The opposite is also true. People who chose the devil to be their Walii, and followed their desires, were
disgraced, and destroyed.

< Make Allah your Walii

We must have a walii in this life. It can either be Allah SWT, or someone else
We can be supported by angels with orders from Allah or follow the evil whispers of the devil or desires.

We go to work, we support our family, we go about life. When we rely on Allah for guidance and
support, He SWT will take care of us. However, if we choose to rely on our own effort, Allah SWT will
leave us to ourselves.

Faith is not a theoretical concept, full of habits and formalities. Faith is about having a close relationship
with Allah SWT, where we call on Him for all our needs, have intimate conversations with Him, plead
with Him, and ask for His forgiveness.

Enpanti 5l b3 (S0 4 e 1 g e J) 1935 8
Al-An’am 6:62 - Then they His servants are returned to Allah, their true Lord. Unquestionably, His is
the judgement, and He is the swiftest of accountants.

There is no true Mawla, except Allah. This is the truth (Haq).
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Some people with weak faith, think support and protection come from a person or a skill. They chase a
false Walii. The true Walii is Allah SWT. Any other source chosen, is a false Walii.

% Who should we be a Walii to?

We have duties in this life to family, friends, and people in general. Being a walii to someone is different
from the obligations we are ordered to maintain, to parents for example.

'Amr bin Al- ‘Aas reported: | heard it from the Messenger of Allah & quite audibly and not secretly:
Gra3all a3 il a3 3] s3h J 1ol - 36 (o5 - 4f O &y 9

Behold! the posterity of my fathers, that is, so and so, are not my friends. Verily Allah and the pious
believers are my friends. [Muslim]

Who should we take as close friends and supporters? Who do we cooperate with and confide in?
We treat believers with Wala’, and we treat others with what we were commanded to do.

We have duties to our parents, our family, and others who may ask for assistance — regardless if we like
them or not. We perform this duty to the best of our ability, but the love and close cooperation and
friendship cannot be for anyone other than Allah and fellow believers.

A believer has Wala’ for other believers: he shares their concerns, supports them, cooperates with them,
shares their happiness and sadness, and defends them.

For others, like close family, he performs his duties fully, but his heart is attached to Allah and the
believers. This is a balanced approach.

«* Our Duties to the Name Al-Walii

Support people in need or in trouble, and help them, so Allah will support and protect you. This is the
manifestation of Allah’s name Al-Walii in our life!

We should aspire to be at the level of 4l sWJgl. It is possible, but it is a special circle that most people will not
get!

All we can do is show Allah how serious and committed we are, then Allah choses whomsoever He pleases.
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78. AL-MUTA’AAL (THE SUPREME) Jlaied! <l !

Other translations: The Exalted, The Supreme, The Most High.

Linguistically

The names Al-‘Ali, Al-A’la, and Al-Muta’aal all come from the root ‘ayn lam waw (s J ¢), opposite of lower.
¢ladl is to go higher, and in common meaning is to be high in stature, or high in elevation.

e to be high, elevated, lofty,

e to be exalted, to rise, to ascend,

e to be higher, to exceed, to surpass,
e to overcome, overwhelm,

e to advance, to promote, rise above,
e to mount, be overtop.

In Arabic, usually if the word has more letters than a similar one, it will contain more meaning.

Al-Muta’aal comes from the verb s, but more intensive - Jlaio 3¢9 Jlais Jlas.

Al-Muta’aal in The Quran

The name Al-Muta’aal appears once in the Quran.
JGEAN 01 831§ 815 Cadl e
Ar-Ra’d 13:9 - [He is] Knower of the unseen and the witnessed, the Grand, the Exalted.

The word Al-Muta’aal is in the intensive form of the root, more intense that Al-‘Alii, further exalting the
Exalted One.

The prefix “mu” in Arabic is equivalent to “er” suffix in English and indicates “the One Who...”.

e The One Who is exalted above all of creation,
e The One Who is beyond the highest.... beyond the beyond,
e The One Who is far beyond any imagination, thought, limitation, or human notion of perfection.

% Meaning 1: Allah’s Essence Cannot be Grasped

Allah SWT is Most High in His Divine Self, in His Divine Attributes, and in His Divine Acts.
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His essence goes far beyond our comprehension. The collective mind power of humanity cannot begin to
realize His Greatness.

He has raised Himself Most High, by encompassing all creation with His Knowledge, Ability, and Power.

% Highness of the Divine Self - ©IdJI gls

Allah’s does not need anything or anyone for His Existence. His Existence is Self-Existence. He makes Himself
High above all His creation, with His Infinite Ability.

He is High above our intellect that we cannot grasp His Essence. Whatever we may imagine Allah to be, He is
far above it in ways we cannot imagine.

His Divine Self is high above having equals or partners.

% Highness in His Divine Attributes - ©laally judll gle

Allah’s Attributes are Perfect and High above all His creation in every aspect. Nothing is like Him or has any of
His Divine Qualities.

He has the Perfection of all attributes of Magnificence, Omnipotence, Honor, Greatness, Beauty, Perfection,
Power, Generosity, Compassion, and any other commendable attribute.

+ Highness in His Subjugation - y¢dll gl

Allah has subjugated all His creation with His Infinite Power. He is High above all His creation. No one is above
Him in power and ability, and nothing happens in His Dominion without His Leave.

Everyone needs Him, and He needs no one.

+* Meaning 2: Exalting of His Servants does not increase in His Stature

People are raised and lowered with the praise or insult of others. Some may have smart helpers that raise
their stature without any contribution — by getting great advice and consultation.

Allah is Most High in the sense that His Stature is self-existent and not acquired - 4ldo e

e |[f all of creation gathered to praise Him, they will not increase His Stature.
e [f all of creation gathered to insult Him, they will not decrease His Stature.
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His Highness comes from His Divine Self and is not acquired and does not change with time.

% Difference between Al-‘Ali, Al-A’la and Al-Muta’al Jlaxadlg AsYig Gl

J=JI Al-“Alii is the attribute of exaltedness and highness above all creation in all meanings.
AV Al-A’la carries the meaning of comparison — He is Most High, and nothing is higher or above.
Jiadl Al-Muta’al is the One Who exalts Himself above all creation.

All meanings of exaltation are affirmed in all dimensions.

Al-Muta’aal in Our Lives

+* Slave or Servant?

All humans are in the grasp of Allah SWT, their Lord and Master. The Quran uses two terms to describe all
humans: Juadlg sbadl Servants and Slaves

There are subtle differences between both terms:
sl is the plural of )X&JI wus , thankful servant.
Juadl is the plural of y¢&! due, subjugated slave.
There is a great difference between the two.
Oebrdiial 41996 Y] Jgle] b gl loxolial) J& B>

Ta-Sin 36:30 - How regretful for the servants. There did not come to them any messenger except that
they used to ridicule him.

all oMy G G G530 U301 938 e
Qaf 50:29 - The word will not be changed with Me, and never will | be unjust to the servants."

We are all in Allah’s grip. Believers receive guidance from Allah and are fully aware of this fact.

Non-believers are under the illusion that they are strong, but their lives can be taken at any moment.

¢ Increase in Knowledge

A believer should raise himself high above ignorance and deficiencies in matters of faith. There is essential
knowledge that one must know, and other areas that are not as critical.
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For example, a person jumping out of an airplane, does not need to know the shape, color, the structure of his
parachute, and the material of the strings. He will still land safely without this knowledge. What he must
know is how and when to open the parachute. Failing to have this knowledge is fatal.

Our faith is rich and wide. It is impossible to know all areas. The critical knowledge for a believer is:

e The pillars of Islam (Shahada, prayers, fasting, zakat, and Hajj),

e The pillars of faith (Belief in Allah, His books, messengers, angels, the last day, and predestination),

e What is needed for his life, like obligations to parents or a spouse and the like,

e What is needed for his profession, example for a merchant what are the rules for buying and selling,
and related jurisprudence.

When disasters fall, the smart ones are the ones who understand them in the light of faith and learn a lesson
from them. The ones who do not learn anything from a disaster, and just look at it as a natural event, have a
bigger disaster in their ignorance.

Knowledge is the basis of life. If we want success in this life and in the next, we must have the necessary
knowledge.

% Rise above Oppression

Believing in the name Al-Muta’aal, necessitates we raise ourselves above committing oppression and wrong,
to ourselves and others (pdial).

The oppressors do not know Allah. If they knew Him, they would not be committing oppression. How many
husbands oppress their wives, children wronging their parents, brother wronging brother, and bosses
oppressing employees.

When oppression becomes wide-spread in a society, Allah withholds His favors and help. A key factor for
victory and support from Allah is illustrated by our beloved prophet &&:

Narrated Mus ab bin Sa’d: Once Sa’d (bin Abi Waqqas) thought that he was superior to those who
were below him in rank. On that the Prophet (£8) said:

SSlaa ) 5993555 byl Jb

You gain no victory or livelihood except through (the blessings and invocations of) the weak amongst
you. [Bukhari]

To gain Allah’s Pleasure and Help, we must feed the poor, help the needy, and spread peace, knowledge, and
justice.
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+* Rise above Deficiencies

Allah SWT is High above all faults and deficiencies. As believers, we must raise ourselves above all
deficiencies in our faith, deeds, manners, treatment of others, understanding of the prophet’s Sunnah,
and Tawhid.

Staying above trivial matters is a great trait in a believer. A believer’s focus is Allah and His pleasure,
attaining a pure and sound heart, increasing in knowledge, helping fellow man, and performing good
deeds.

If we want success in this life and the love and help of Allah SWT, we must rise above:

e Ignorance in matters of faith,

e Ignorance in acts of worship,

e Ignorance in the ways of the prophet,
e Oppression,

e Ruining our deeds with sins.
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79. AL-BARR (THE RIGHTEOUS) ‘2! disl ol

Other translations: The Beneficent, The Kind and Gracious One, The Merciful and Compassionate One.

Linguistically

The name Al-Barr comes from the root ba ra ra (L L <), with the following three classical meanings:

The word Al-Barr 5\11 is used to describe a wide spacious land that you cannot see its boundaries, denoting
abundance, or an increase in good things, without boundaries or end (e.g ,)33.'3‘3 }.'3‘).

The word Al-Birr ﬂ! is used for beneficence, and abundance of goodness, dutifulness, and mercy. Another
meaning is truthfulness and obedience. It is often used to describe the proper relationship between a person
and his parents.

The name Al-Barr describes the doer of Birr.

< Birr is Good Manners

Prophet Muhammad & explained the meaning of Birr in the following hadith.
Nawwas b. Sam'an al-Ansari reported:

5 & (Y15 Gl fad S D (iP5 1 o2 ey dke I o Ul D5 EFa 08 (flall Hladi o pIE o
" el aile 2B O b 85 i §

| asked Allah's Messenger (£5) about virtue and vice. He said: Virtue is a kind disposition and vice is
what rankles in your heart and that you disapprove that people should come to know of it. [Muslim]

Birr, according to the prophet, is good manners - interacting with others with a kind disposition. The highest
ranks and the best reward in paradise are reserved for the believers with the best manners in this life.

In Arabic, the names Al-Barr ! and Al-Baar )W! are the same. Only Al-Barr was mentioned in the Quran
attributed to the Divine Self.

Al-Barr in The Quran

The name Al-Barr appears once in the Quran, in the absolute form.
fam31 5001 3b L1bgkdS U8 e B8 G

At-Tur 52:28 - Indeed, we used to supplicate Him before. Indeed, it is He who is the Beneficent, the
Merciful."
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% Meaning 1: The Beneficent Lord

Allah SWT included this name in His Attributes to signify the vastness of His Kindness, Goodness, and Charity
with His creation. There is no limit! All creation is included in His Birr, even non-believers in this world.

He is the One Lord, Limitless in Mercy, Bounties, Knowledge, and Power. Birr of Allah is the infinite acts of
goodness and kindness from Him SWT, in this world and the next.

Some scholars said Birr is the abundance in doing good deeds, and all acts and traits that get one closer to
Allah SWT. The act of Birr is mentioned many times in the Quran, encouraging righteousness, kindness, and
dutifulness.

% Meaning 2: Birr in this Life and the Next

Birr of Allah is the infinite acts of goodness and kindness from Him SWT, in this world and the next. Allah SWT
is Merciful and Kind to His servants, disposes their affairs in life and faith.

The Birr of Allah is given in abundance in this life, for His pious servants. He will increase and multiply their
reward and support them with His protection from the harm of evil doers.

The Birr of Allah is also given to sinners among His servants, by not exposing them, and giving them respite to
repent, then forgive and wipe their sins when they repent, out of His Goodness.

The Birr of Allah will be evident in the hereafter, when the good servants will see what reward Allah SWT Has

prepared for them.

¢ Pairing with the Name Ar-Raheem (The Most Merciful)

Allah SWT paired the name Al-Barr with the name Ar-Raheem to denote His Infinite Kindness and Goodness to
His servants, out of His infinite special Mercy that He reserved for the believers in the hereafter.

The abundance of goodness and kindness that overwhelms the believer, is a sign for us to believe in His
Mercy. Some speculated that the pairing is linking the act with the actor.

The mentioning of Al-Barr first is more eloquent when praising, by mentioning the specific first, then the more
general.
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Al-Barr in Our Lives

s Thanking Allah SWT

The first duty to this name is to thank Allah for His abundant goodness and mercy He SWT bestows.
Worshipping Him alone (Tawhid) is the best way to thank Him for His bounties.

He SWT created us, and gave us the bounty of faith, and all kinds of favors from Him in this life, and we
hope for His pleasure and infinite reward in the hereafter.

s Our Share of this Name

Allah SWT has bestowed this name on some of His servants and praised them in the Quran.

ES, @

pg-ga @J v u| Al-Infitar 82:13 - Indeed, the righteous will be in pleasure,
Maryam 19:14 —And (Yahya) dutiful to his parents, and he was not a disobedient tyrant.
Bak 6s glass dJ3 3UIs 1353

Maryam 19:32 - And [made me (‘Isa)] dutiful to my mother, and He has not made me a wretched
tyrant.

Any person abundant in performing Birr, is considered one of the Abraar.

¢ Why did the People of Heaven call Allah by the Name Al-Barr?

The people most knowledgeable of the name Al-Barr, are the people of heaven, because they experience the
highest levels of Birr from Allah Al-Barr SWT.

They experience, first hand, the abundance of goodness that Allah prepared for them, out of His Goodness,
Mercy, Generosity, Appreciation, and Gentleness.

udhasﬁ|§z;‘5\uvapelo$wp.bw| VY] @&Sjawhﬁdl ulm p.g»_).b p.g.‘&b[g Iy.nl u.a..\.llg
NJ Sl & °’u31ia p.ubl’ @ﬂ}’bﬂgl@du}%bﬁ* 74 P.sa'«@smpaua.w, umJ
bls”w.l.’c"l‘_,.cs* 2 ﬁl&‘@du&hfb”j)ls*uymuaa&i : [_}1.91_9 u3.¢5.o3l3l
N.?Jﬂ }UI3A4J|&03.G.UZ}230° b5b|* pgaiudl u|..u:

At-Tur 52:21/28 - And those who believed and whose descendants followed them in faith - We will join
with them their descendants, and We will not deprive them of anything of their deeds. Every person,

\"
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for what he earned, is retained. * And We will provide them with fruit and meat from whatever they
desire. * They will exchange with one another a cup [of wine] wherein [results] no ill speech or
commission of sin. * There will circulate among them [servant] boys [especially] for them, as if they
were pearls well-protected. * And they will approach one another, inquiring of each other. * They will
say, "Indeed, we were previously among our people fearful [of displeasing Allah]. * So Allah conferred
favor upon us and protected us from the punishment of the Scorching Fire. * Indeed, we used to
supplicate Him before. Indeed, it is He who is the Beneficent, the Merciful."

When the people of heaven, enter heaven, they are of differing ranks and consequently in different levels of
heaven according to their deeds, and Allah’s mercy and grace on them. They will miss the company of their
family who may not have done enough to be in the same level.

Allah SWT knows this fact, and out of His Infinite Mercy and Goodness and Birr, will raise their families to the
same level, even though they did not deserve this rank.

The people of heaven, may Allah SWT make us among them, will be very happy with this beneficent gesture,
and praise and thank Allah by calling Him with the name Al-Barr and Ar-Raheem.

** Birr to Parents

Abundant kindness (lhsan) is the key ingredient of Birr. This act is emphasized when dealing with parents.

The opposite of Birr is ill treatment and losing the rights of parents. There are numerous hadiths from the
prophet emphasizing the importance of dutifulness and kindness to parents, especially the mother.

+* Birr to Others

Birr (kindness) is not just reserved for the parents. It is the standard for dealing with all people around us that,
even non-believers if they are not in a state of enmity.

Eawdall Caomd 01 & gl IgtaudSh oS of 4363 o (9350 43 cpll 3 ASelolES & Gl 2 20 1685 Y
Al-Mumtahanah 60:8 - Allah does not forbid you from those who do not fight you because of religion

and do not expel you from your homes - from being righteous toward them and acting justly toward
them. Indeed, Allah loves those who act justly.

If a person treats you kindly, regardless of what they believe, you must treat them with kindness, respect, and
justice.

A non-believer who is neutral (not active in a conflict) must not be lumped with enemies of Islam, who we are
forbidden to take as friends.

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 360




Neighbors, especially, have a right to be treated kindly. Congratulating them for a newborn, offering help
when they need it, saying kind words, smiling, and not hurting them, are all rights they have.

How do we expect non-believers to understand and appreciate Islam and Muslims, if we do not demonstrate
our faith with our kind actions and high morals?

It is a great injustice to lump all non-believers in one group. This counters the efforts of Da’wa — calling others
to Islam.

+* Kindness comes from Connection to Allah

A strong connection with Allah, invites blessings and mercy from Him SWT. This mercy in the heart results in
kindness to others, causing them to rally around the kind person.

A3 ba lgbisy A Bt D o 35-ad) C U 55 das5 lesd

Ali-lmran 3:159 (beginning) - So by mercy from Allah, [0 Muhammad], you were lenient with them.
And if you had been rude [in speech] and harsh in heart, they would have disbanded from about you.

Presenting our faith to others with harshness will drive away non-believers and make them more entrenched
in their attitudes towards Islam.

Closeness to Allah results in filling the heart with mercy. Merciful people are loved, listened to, honored, and
followed. Farness from Allah hardens the heart. This hardness will produce harshness and will drive people
away.

«* A Muslim’s Good Traits

The worst thing a Muslim can do is drive people away from Islam with his bad manners and harsh treatment.

People listen to the words of a person calling to Islam and compare them to the behavior of the person.
Actions speak louder than words.

A believer should be good, kind, just, quick to do good, and reciprocate goodness with more goodness. This
must be demonstrated in speech and actions!

Living our faith, and demonstrating it with our actions, is the greatest Da’wa we can do.
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«* Birr in Islam

Allah SWT gave us clear definitions of righteousness (Birr) in the Quran.

Abundance of good deeds, and all good manners, are under the definition of righteousness (Birr). For
receiving Birr from Allah SWT, He is instructing us to spend in His way.

Pl & 21 5B 206 o9 15R5 3Otz e 19885 5 39115 o

Ali-lmran 3:92 - Never will you attain the good [reward] until you spend [in the way of Allah] from that
which you love. And whatever you spend - indeed, Allah is Knowing of it.

To perform acts of Birr, Allah SWT is giving us clear steps.

u—w.dl_g uLSJ[g &Wb J}Bﬂ e}’dl_g 4.UL\ el ‘_,.of.ﬂ &3 uyudlg @Ml[ﬁs‘%&& |3J_9; ol Jd|w/.d
os_;.‘ldl_g o)L,a.N elsl_g uls‘,ll ‘33 u«bLqu_g M| ol u'\SLwAJ‘_Q ,__;lu.ll_g d_,.aJl 6334A>‘,lsdw|d|3
p.b &Mﬁ‘j&‘ym Sl g‘.\iﬂguwwl >3 ;IJ,aJI_g bAA] Lg u.ayl.,aﬂgggdbls 13) P.b..\.@aa uﬁya.ﬂg
RY¥FA

Al-Baqarah 2:177 - Righteousness is not that you turn your faces toward the east or the west, but
[true] righteousness is [in] one who believes in Allah, the Last Day, the angels, the Book, and the
prophets and gives wealth, in spite of love for it, to relatives, orphans, the needy, the traveler, those
who ask [for help], and for freeing slaves; [and who] establishes prayer and gives zakah; [those who]
fulfill their promise when they promise; and [those who] are patient in poverty and hardship and
during battle. Those are the ones who have been true, and it is those who are the righteous.

Righteousness is not just about prayers and a few acts of worship. Islam is more comprehensive, extending to
all facets of life.

Is the source of income sound? How is the treatment of people around you? Do you spend in Allah’s way?
How is the social interaction?

Islam is a comprehensive way of life, starts with the individual and his family, all the way to international
relations. We cannot expect to attain the great reward from Allah with just a few mechanical acts of worship.

We attain His pleasure and reward with a comprehensive approach: principles, values, commitment, giving,
spending, raising children, exerting great effort, and abundant goodness.

Our faith is a combination of belief, knowledge, action, commitment, righteousness, sincerity, and
humbleness.

We must have the correct understanding, to realize the best reward from Allah SWT.
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80. AT-TAWWAB (THE OFT-FORGIVING) /3! «itl ous!

Other translations: The Acceptor of Repentance, The Oft-Forgiving.

Linguistically

The name At-Tawwab comes from the root ta waw ba (< 9 <), with the following classical meanings:

e To return from one thing to another, to apologize,
e To repent, ask for forgiveness,
e To accept repentance.

At-Tawwab in The Quran

The name At-Tawwab is mentioned explicitly in the Quran, 11 times. It is the excessive form of the root,
denoting abundance in quantity and quality of the act of accepting repentance.

kA

015 56 <8544 s was e

An-Nasr 110:3 - hen exalt [Him] with praise of your Lord and ask forgiveness of Him. Indeed, He is ever
Accepting of repentance.

** Meaning 1: Accepts the ones who return to Him

At-Tawwab accepts the ones who come back to Him. You may ask for forgiveness from a person who may not
accept, especially if the magnitude of the wrong done is great and hard to forgive.

Allah SWT will ALWAYS accept repentance from his servants, if they are sincere.
Ooladl s Alass CELL o2 9ha55 oolie HE &30 ek sl 35

Ash-Shura 42:25 - And it is He who accepts repentance from his servants and pardons misdeeds, and
He knows what you do.

When you return to At-Tawwab, He accepts and never turns you away. Sometimes if we ask forgiveness from
another person, we may be afraid they will not accept so we may not even ask. We may be afraid of the
humiliation of being turned down.

Even our mothers, we may have done something bad that they initially may not accept and forgive. This will
NEVER happen with At-Tawwab.

Allah is telling us: Come back to Me no matter what you have done, and | will accept and forgive! Don’t be
embarrassed or discouraged!
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Notice how the word “accept” appears many times with the word “repentance”.
el algh ) 4l Yo J3hl 63 olall wad 0381 LBy Lol Bk

Ghafir 40:3 - The forgiver of sin, acceptor of repentance, severe in punishment, owner of abundance.
There is no deity except Him; to Him is the destination.

fuz5)1 I3 3h 2l By BAAN J365 eotie B B3 ik 3h il O 19405 A

At-Tawba 9:104 - Do they not know that it is Allah who accepts repentance from His servants and
receives charities and that it is Allah who is the Accepting of repentance, the Merciful?

What a beautiful verse: Do they not know??? That Allah accepts repentance! Allah is addressing mankind: Do
they not know?!

People may turn us away. Allah At-Tawwab will never turn us back empty handed. People may reject and
embarrass us. At-Tawwab will never do that.

% Meaning 2: Accepts the Repentance of Believers

No one is free of sin. This is the way Allah created us. We all sin to one degree or another.

% =

Gl (S0 55kl 4 gt it )il

An-Nur 24:31 (ending) ...And turn to Allah in repentance, all of you, O believers, that you might

succeed.
Who is Allah addressing with His verses? The sinners? The weak in faith? The strong believers?
All types of believers are addressed in this verse, collectively. The order to repent is called for:

e Doers of major sins - B!

e The Rebellious - (golal!

e The distracted and the unmindful — JdJ!

e The ones who do not offer anything to their faith and community,
e The ones not thankful for Allah’s bounties,

All these and more, require repenting and returning to Allah for His forgiveness. Allah is calling on everyone to
return to Him and mend their ways before it is too late.

fu) 39ad dlilgedigiaaiisy 4l J) gieia S

Al Ma’idah 5:74 - So will they not repent to Allah and seek His forgiveness? And Allah is Forgiving and
Merciful.
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The tone of this verse is very gentle and encourages all believers to come back to Allah in repentance.

fuo3ll 59hadl 3b L lhuns Cgdill 235 i Gl il 2035 cyo 1913E Y fgudil JE 198737 Gl abis G 5

Az-Zumar 39:53 - Say, "O My servants who have transgressed against themselves [by sinning], do not
despair of the mercy of Allah. Indeed, Allah forgives all sins. Indeed, it is He who is the Forgiving, the
Merciful."

There is no clearer verse that invites sinners to repent for their sins and return to Allah for forgiveness.

Allah did not address the sinners as criminals or transgressors. Allah SWT addressed the sinners as “My
servants”. How gentle and soft is this invitation to return to Allah!

Allah did not address the sinners with their sins and expose them. Allah SWT described them as “transgressed
against themselves”. How merciful Allah is!

No matter how far away we get, no matter how lost we become — we always have hope in Allah’s forgiveness
and mercy.

% Meaning 3: Allah SWT wants to Forgive Man

At-Tawwab SWT wants to forgive us. He inspires His servants to return to Him, so He would accept their
repentance and forgive their sins.

He SWT, may send calamities and difficulties to awaken the believers to return to Him. We should be
thankful for any method Allah SWT uses to bring us back to the straight path.

Wada o Igkeod Of 156201 Goels Gl dois @Sl gk of o

An-Nisa 4:27 - Allah wants to accept your repentance, but those who follow [their] passions want you
to digress [into] a great deviation.

Allah is very clear in this verse that He SWT wants to accept our repentance if we are willing to repent. Allah
wants only the best for us. We should heed the warnings and return to At-Tawwab.

Allah does not want us to suffer on the day of judgement. No one will want their sins exposed on that day and
be called to account.

What about non-repentant people?
OB @b elaol & @) 23
Al-Hujurat (partial) 49:11 - ... And whoever does not repent - then it is those who are the wrongdoers.

The ones who do not repent, they are the wrongdoers. They wrong themselves by not returning to Allah.
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% Name Pairing

The name At-Tawwab was paired with two names:
=3 C9|§§J| Acceptor of Repentance, Most Merciful (9 times)

#sS> 0155 Acceptor of Repentance, Wise (1 time)

s At-Tawwab Ar-Raheem

Question: Do we want Allah to treat us with His Justice, or with His Mercy?

If Allah treats us with His Justice, He would let us do whatever we want in this life, then take us into account in
the Hereafter and throw us in Hellfire. There will be no correction or warnings in this life!

If Allah treats us with His Mercy, He will guide us to repentance (Tawba) — even if the method is harsh
sometimes. This is a Mercy from Him. He guides us with wisdom to return to Him with hardships and
calamities. A little nudge is enough for people who are mindful, but a disaster may be necessary for people
who are slow to see the signs.

We want Allah to treat us with His Mercy! If a disaster in this world leads us back to Him, then it is from His
Mercy. We have a choice:

We can run to Allah, OR, Allah will bring us to Him running!

Which one do we want? We should not wait for Allah’s wakeup calls to return to Him and mend our ways!

At-Tawwab in Our Lives

¢ Why is Repentance Necessary?

If a sinner commits a sin and there is no forgiveness for it, will they stop? No. They will continue to sin, and the
Earth will be ruined! Sin needs forgiveness, so people can get past it and start a new page.

One may wonder why Allah did not create us incapable of sin? He is certainly could have!

Allah is All Knowing - He knows us very well. Perhaps if we did not sin, we would become arrogant and self-
glorifying. That is what happened to Iblis when Allah ordered the Angels to bow down to Adam.

It is Allah’s mercy that He SWT allowed us to sin, so we can be humbled, and go back to Him, so He loves us!
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s Ask for Forgiveness

What are we waiting for to ask for forgiveness and repent to Allah? If we repent to Allah, He will love us.

EpyflRiadl Comds 3 Sl 4 &)

Al-Baqara 2:222 (ending) - ... Indeed, Allah loves those who are constantly repentant and loves those
who purify themselves."

Even the prophet # who was protected from sinning, asked for forgiveness, and repented to Allah 100 times
or more a day! How many times should we repent?

Who should be happier at time of repentance? The sinner? No! Allah SWT At-Tawwab is.
Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger () as saying:

(Biz5 13) il @Sust e iSusT B33, 1555 LaT 4

Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His servant when he turns penitently towards Him than
one of you would be on finding his lost camel. [Muslim]

A sinner, when he repents, is broken, and humbled before Allah SWT. Allah loves this quality in His servants.

The moment of repentance is the moment we get closer to Allah. We will not repent unless we know Allah is
Great, All Powerful, Watchful over everything we do, Capable of exacting Revenge and punishing us.

¢ Process of Repentance

Repentance for sins between us and Allah, has three conditions to be accepted:

1. Regret —Recognizing we have done something wrong and feeling bad about it.
2. Stopping the sin.
3. Determination not to commit the sin again.

These conditions can be done instantly and in our hearts. No physical action is required.

Allah is constantly waiting for us to return to Him, so He would forgive us. We should not wait until we stand
in front of Allah, with our sins displayed for all to see! Repent now and clear it from the record!

For sins affecting people, there is a fourth condition: (4) Give people their due and compensate them to undo
the effect of the sin.

Allah may forgive if the sin is between us and Him. When people’s rights are involved, they must forgive too.

e If you have taken something from someone, return it back or compensate them until they are satisfied.
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e If you backbite someone, do not tell them. Make Dua for them as a compensation instead.

¢ Quality of Repentance

g 4535 ot J) Isdsd 18T Gl 5T

At-Tahrim 66:8 (beginning) - O you who have believed, repent to Allah with sincere repentance.

The Arabic text is more intense than any translation. The quality of Tawba that Allah wants us to have is a
Tawba so strong and sincere, it acts as an adviser reminding us not to commit the sin again.

% When is Tawba not Accepted?

Repentance is accepted from a believer, except in 2 cases:

1. They are in the throes of death,
2. The sun rises from the west.

Any other time, At-Tawwab is ready to accept our sincere repentance.

< What if We Commit the Sin Again?

We repent but we commit the sin again. Will Allah accept our repentance again? The answer is YES!
Allah will keep on accepting our sincere repentance if we keep returning to Him, because He is At-Tawwab!

We all know our sins. We should try to recognize them, repent, and ask for forgiveness for them. There are
no sins too large for Allah’s forgiveness.

The biggest sin is to think Allah will not forgive us, i.e. our sin is greater than His forgiveness!

The best day of our life is the day when Allah accepts our repentance and forgives us.
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81. AL-MUNTAQIM (THE AVENGER) péiiel! ] !

Other translations: The Avenger, The Inflictor of Retribution.

Linguistically

The name Al-Muntagim comes from the root nin gaf mim (- & 0), with the following classical meanings:

e to dislike, disapprove, find fault,
e to punish, exact vengeance,
e toinflict retribution, avenge.

Punishment is il . Revenge is a1, This word has changed its common meaning over time.

An example is the word “gang” (d&uas). The linguistic meaning is “a group of people”. Common
understanding of the word is a “criminal gang”, which has a different meaning.

The word “muntagim” in common understanding over the years, morphed into the meaning of someone who
hates, and takes revenge to satisfy his hate. The linguistic meaning of the word is different.

Punishment to stop the wrong-doer is the original and correct meaning.

Al-Muntaqim in The Quran

This attribute is not explicitly mentioned in the Quran. The name is inferred from the Divine Acts.

O Fnayieall o B gie (238l @3 455 D 385 pae plBI §ya3

As-Sajdah 32:22 - And who is more unjust than one who is reminded of the verses of his Lord; then he
turns away from them? Indeed We, from the criminals, will take retribution.

This is another name that aspects of it can be shared by Man.

No one likes a vengeful person! When attributed to Man, it is a negative trait that can lead to tyranny and
hatred. When attributed to Allah SWT, it denotes perfect justice.

When Allah exacts punishment on wrongdoers, it is to alleviate injustice, correct the wrong, and prevent
further harm, leading to happiness.

We must understand this name in the context that all Divine Attributes are Good and Perfect.

% Meaning 1: Punishes whomever He wants

The Avenger is One Who punishes whomever He wants.
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Man, is not able to exact punishment on any one. Man, is only able to punish others lower than him. The
ones who are equals or above cannot be punished.

For Allah SWT, there is no one equal or higher, so He can punish anyone.

If we align ourselves with Allah SWT, we will be strong. Regardless of how powerful and tyrannical the
oppressor is, Allah is fully capable of retribution, to stop further injustice and harm to others.

Allah’s punishment benefits the tyrant by stopping him, and perhaps correcting him. This punishment is
justice and of great benefit to the oppressed. This is how we should understand the name Al-Muntagim.

+* Meaning 2: Breaking the Backs of Tyrants

Vengeance is more severe than immediate punishment. Immediate punishment prevents the wrongdoer from
further sin. Vengeance from Allah is a punishment that prevents the wrongdoer from committing the sin.

Every tyrant who transgresses the bounds should be fearful from Allah’s Vengeance. Allah SWT may give
some respite but will exact a severe punishment at the time of His choosing.

% Meaning 3: Punishment Leading to Happiness

Allah SWT created us and knows us very well.

People sometimes wonder how an evildoer can ever be stopped or reformed. Allah SWT sends a severe
punishment that leaves people puzzled and bring this person back to the straight path.

The avenger is like a teacher inflicting a severe punishment to correct a fault. This correction leads to good
results, and eventual happiness.

% Meaning 4: Realizing His Greatness

The Avenger is the One Whose greatness is realized, so His servants fear His vengeance.
Soaid &5 s &
Al-Buruj 85:12 - Indeed, the vengeance of your Lord is severe.

The name acts as a deterrent, like nuclear weapons. They may never be used, but people are aware of their
power, and act accordingly.
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Realizing the Greatness and Power of Allah SWT, results in obedience out of fear of punishment. Realizing His
Mercy, makes us long for His Favors.

Allah SWT uses hope and fear to keep us on the straight path. When people get complacent with Allah’s
Mercy, they are reminded of His Punishment to put them back on track.

+ A Point about Vengeance

We must understand Allah’s vengeance through His Perfect Attributes. Revenge is a result of resentment —
resentment with punishment.

The worst actions of humans do not affect Allah at all. He is High above anything getting to Him, above
everything in Might and Ability.

Allah SWT does not have resentment for Man. He despises Man’s bad deeds only. Once the bad deed is
stopped, man returns to Allah’s Love and Care.

Allah SWT does not like for us to do things that leads to destruction. He punishes the wrongdoers to correct
them, so they realize their error and return to the straight path.

Allah’s retribution is fitting for sinners who do not stop the sins, but transgress the bounds, going deeper and
deeper into acts Allah does not like or approve.

For believers, punishment brings them back to the straight path. For unbelievers, they are destroyed for the
benefit and relief of the oppressed.

+* Relation to Other Names

The name Al-Muntagim is one of the names of majesty and subjugation, along with other names like Al-Jabbar
(The Compeller), Al-Mutakabbir (The Majestic), and Al-Qawiy (The Powerful).

This group of names should invoke feelings like being in the middle of a raging ocean.

Allah SWT reveals Himself to us with beautiful and gentle ways sometimes, and with awe and power
sometimes.

The act of retribution appears four times with the name Al-Aziz (The All-Mighty). The pairing is affirming that
Allah is All-Mighty, able to exact any retribution He Wills.

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 371




Al-Muntaqim in Our Lives

s Beware of Allah’s Vengeance

Allah SWT can make a wrongdoer stop His transgressions, in so many ways. Allah SWT has infinite ways to
correct us. We are a weak creature, and so many things can go wrong with us.

A sickness, a cancer, an accident, an amputation, and the list is long. So many ways that Allah SWT can grab
the attention of a sinner and make him stop.

Allah SWT does not exact vengeance from the first sign of sin. He gives many warnings, gives respite and a
chance to repent and stop. Vengeance happens after ample warning have been issued and ignored.

The only way to be safe and in Divine Care, is through complete obedience to Allah. Allah SWT delays the
punishment, until the tyrant thinks no one can stop him. Suddenly, the rope is yanked, and the end comes
with a great torment.

A smart person realizes the power of His Lord, and heeds the limits, and not hurt any of Allah’s creation, to
avoid Allah’s retribution. Ignorant people oppress others and act with tyranny, transgressing all bounds.
These people are sure to meet a horrible end, when Allah exacts retribution when they least expect it, at the
height of their arrogance and power.

s Example of Moses and Pharaoh

Allah SWT sent prophet Moses to Pharaoh to call him to stop killing and enslaving the children of Israel. He
brought clear signs from Allah to call Pharaoh to believe in the One Lord. Pharaoh did not heed the warnings
and wanted to kill Moses and all his followers.

Picture the scene: A weak group of oppressed people, pinned between the sea and the approaching army of
the tyrant Pharaoh. In all human calculations, doom is imminent!

oo 35 O OB (685040 ) stagh Glseadl I plaasd el b

Al-A’raf 26:61/62 - And when the two companies saw one another, the companions of Moses said,
"Indeed, we are to be overtaken!" * [Moses] said, "No! Indeed, with me is my Lord; He will guide me."

This is the faith of a true believer. Allah is ever with the oppressed, and able to exact His punishment on the
tyrants. The result was a demonstration of the power of Al-Muntagim: Pharaoh and his troops were drowned!

B G2 15385 WL 15538 agil aadl § phUEED agie GaEEG

Al-A’raf 26:136 - So We took retribution from them, and We drowned them in the sea because they
denied Our signs and were heedless of them.
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Allah’s Infinite Wisdom destined that the body of Pharaoh be saved to the shore. If people did not see the
body, they would not have believed that he died. After all, he claimed to be a god.

O8I G3GT 52 (ulll 3 168" B3 5T GUAlS- (ol §983) iy Ehdndd p3ultd

Yunus 10:92 - So today We will save you in body that you may be to those who succeed you a sign. And
indeed, many among the people, of Our signs, are heedless

He was made an example and lies in a museum for all to see. The mummy had traces of salt in it, indicating
death by drowning.

+» A Believer’s Heart

A believer’s heart must have fear, reverence, and love — all at the same time.

Knowledge about Allah increases reverence in the heart. Reverence of Allah promotes love for Him and His
limitless bounties, and at the same time, promotes fear from disobeying Him and the severity of His
punishment.

Oradl O 1536565 U5 B92.065 sl § Doyl 1696 (43]<453 4 Uil (i 4 Uz 4 il

Al-Anbiya’ 21:90 - So We responded to him (Zakariya), and We gave to him John, and amended for him
his wife. Indeed, they used to hasten to good deeds and supplicate Us in hope and fear, and they were
to Us humbly submissive.

The best type of fear is the fear of Allah SWT. These are the same ingredients for making Da’wa:

e Conveying the Majesty and Attributes of Allah, to promote His obedience,
e Remind people of Allah’s bounties on them, so they love Him,
e Remind them of Allah’s punishment for the ones who disobey.

All three elements must be present and balanced.

+» Exacting Retribution

A believer has a share of this name. A believer:

e Exacts retribution on the enemies of Allah,
e Does not bow to, or befriend them,

e Does not help them do evil, or cover it up,
e Faces enemies with courage.

The fear of Allah only brings good. It is the height of wisdom we should all strive for.
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82. AL-AFUW (THE SUPREME PARDONER) 32 il !

Other translations: The Pardoner, The Eliminator of Sins.

Linguistically

The name Al-Afuw comes from the root ‘ayn fa waw (s < g), with the following classical meanings:

e To give willingly and gladly, without being asked. | s (A ¢ 4kae) -| gave him from my good earned
money voluntarily and happily, without being asked.

e To wipe or remove. The word is used to describe the wind removing the foot tracks in a desert for
example.

There are three similar terms, commonly translated as “pardon” or “forgiveness”, but have slight difference in
meaning:

e Ghafara J&: To cover a sin and hide it. It will appear in the book of deeds, but it will be forgiven.
There may be a worldly punishment for it.

e Afaald: To pardon asin. It will be forgiven and wiped out from the book of deeds. No punishment
will be due. Someone can pardon, but not be pleased. It is a higher level than forgiveness.

e Safaha g=ia: To overlook a sin, with no punishment or scolding. This is a higher level than pardoning.
The sin and its effects are completely removed from one’s heart.

Al-Afuw in The Quran

Allah’s beautiful name Al-Afuw is mentioned explicitly 5 times in the Quran. The name appears in the
excessive and absolute form, denoting excess in quantity and quality.

s -
3

15208 1358 &8 1 OB £go (1 15435 ’ié,a;u“ig’itjg;lgi;io;

An-Nisa 4:149 - If [instead] you show [some] good or conceal it or pardon an offense - indeed, Allah is
ever Pardoning and Competent.

% Meaning 1: Wipes the Sins

Allah SWT is the One Who wipes the sins and completely removes any record of them.

When Al-Afuw pardons a sin, He makes you forget all about it, and makes the angels forget, then it gets wiped
from the book of records, and on the day of judgement there will be no mention of it, as if it never happened.
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The angel on the left shoulder will accompany a person on the day of judgement and will have no recollection
of the sin because Allah has pardoned it and wiped it from existence.

G GUIE R31 Eldly (48 @568 581
Al-Isra’ 17:14 - [It will be said], "Read your record. Sufficient is yourself against you this Day as
accountant."

You will start reading, but you will not find any record of a sin that Al-Afuw has pardoned!

How much do we love that we have a blank sheet in the sin section on the day of judgement? Ask Al-Afuw for
pardon and safety in this life and the next.

A guestion may be on our mind: But | remember what | did on such a day, does that mean Al-Afuw did not
pardon it?

This body will die and perish, then on the day of judgement it will be recreated but the memory will not have
the parts that were pardoned. The memory and the book or records will have these sections wiped. This is
from the blessing and favors of Al-Afuw.

** Meaning 2: Wipes Out the Horrible Sins

Allah’s pardon is mentioned in the Quran with major sins where forgiveness would not be enough. Take for
instance when the children of Israel worshipped the calf.
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Al Bagara 2:51/52 - And [recall] when We made an appointment with Moses for forty nights. Then you
took [for worship] the calf after him, while you were wrongdoers. * Then We forgave you after that so
perhaps you would be grateful.

Another instance is the battle of Uhud, when some of the companions deserted the battlefield, thinking the
prophet was dead.
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Ali-lmran 3:155 - Indeed, those of you who turned back on the day the two armies met, it was Satan
who caused them to slip because of some [blame] they had earned. But Allah has already forgiven
them. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Forbearing.

If we think Allah’s name At-Tawwab is not enough for our sins, Allah’s name Al-Afuw reminds us that Allah
SWT forgives and pardons all sins if we are ready to return to Him in repentance.
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Our sins should not stop us from going back to Him. He offers to wipe them out to encourage us to repent,
where no sin is too big for His forgiveness.

If we recall the meaning of the root about the wind covering the tracks in a dessert:

When the Arabs used to stay in a place in the dessert, they used to dig a small moat and a big collection hole
for rain water to keep the tent dry. They would leave these holes when they move on. After some time, the
wind will cover not just the tracks, but the big holes too. J&¥) gL ) cis

Similarly, even big horrible sins will get blotted out if Al-Afuw pardons. No punishment will be due, and no
guestioning for it on the day of judgement.

+* Meaning 3: Bestows Favors on His Servants

From the second meaning of the root, we understand from this name that Allah SWT bestows favors on His
repenting servants by wiping their sins and giving them abundantly from His bounties.

He takes away the sins and gives from His favors. Not only Al-Afuw did not punish the sin, He wiped it
completely from existence. This is the height of favors and honor from Allah SWT.

+» Difference between Al-Afuw and Al-Ghafoor?

Allah’s name Al-Afuw (The Supreme Pardoner) is higher and more comprehensive than the name Al-Ghafoor
(The Most Forgiving).

With the name Al-Ghaffar or Al-Ghafoor — Allah forgives the sin and hides it in this life and the next and does
not expose us for it. But the sin is still recorded, even though we will not be punished for it because Allah
forgave it.

With the name Al-Afuw, the sin is wiped out and there is no record of it, as if it never happened. This is more
comprehensive that just forgiveness.

Allah will treat some with His name Al-Ghafoor, and others with His name Al-Afuw, where they will not be
guestioned about their sins since they were wiped out. This is a higher state that we only reach by being
closer to Allah and more obedient.

To illustrate the difference further with an example:

A sheet of paper that has a list of mistakes we committed with the punishment for each listed and detailed,
then at the end of the document is a statement that the person is forgiven and shall not be punished. The list
is still there, though! This is Al-Ghafoor forgiving His servants.
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Al-Afuw when pardoning His servants, will wipe clean the sheet, so nothing will be on it.

% Name Pairing

Allah’s beautiful name Al-Afuw is paired 4 times with the name Al-Ghafoor (The Most Forgiving), and once
with the name Al-Qadeer (The Most Competent).

594& 134 Pardoning, Most Forgiving (4 times)

The name Al-Afuw, is paired with the name Al-Ghafoor. It is up to us which name we want to invoke. Do we
want just forgiveness, or do we want the complete wiping of the sin?

5348 |3.a.c- Pardoning, Most Competent (1 time)

The name Al-Afuw was paired with the name Al-Qadeer — The Most Competent — to assure us that His pardon
is meaningful, because Allah is capable over us and in full control of everything.

Al-Afuw in Our Lives

s Al-Afuw and the Night of Qadr

Allah Al-Afuw gives us a special night each year in the last 10 days of Ramadan, where He pardons His
servants. Our mother Aisha once asked the prophet # what to say on that night:
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'‘Aishah (May Allah be pleased with her) reported:

| asked: "O Messenger of Allah! If | realize Lailat-ul-Qadr (Night of Decree), what should | supplicate in
it?" He (28) replied, "You should supplicate: Allahumma innaka 'afuwwun, tuhibbul-'afwa, fa'fu 'anni
(O Allah, You are Most Forgiving, and You love forgiveness; so forgive me)." [At-Tirmidhi]

The night of Qadr is a special night of pardon, so the prophet encouraged repeating this Dua many times.

Even sins that we are unable to repent from, can be wiped out on this night of pardon. Even the more reason
to take advantage of this special night — a blank slate!

Our book of deeds is full of sins. We do not want to see a single one on the day of judgement. We should ask
Al-Afuw to blot them out and pardon us.
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+» Ask to be Pardoned

G Casld ganll o gic wbif gl
This Dua is not just for the night of Qadr. We are encouraged to repeat it often.
What are we asking for and what are we getting if Allah pardons us?

1. The sins are completely wiped out — no record whatsoever,
2. Allah is pleased with us — no further mention of the sin as it is completely gone,
3. Allah will provide for us from His bounties and pleasure.

The name Al-Afuw is all about forgiveness, purification, and giving.

Isn’t this a clear sign of Allah’s love?

¢ Forgive and Forget

The popular saying: Forgive and forget is our share of this beautiful name. Psychologically, it is better for us.
The more we forgive and pardon, Allah Willing, He will pardon us too.

Pardoning should be done for the sake of Allah alone, and not out of fear or weakness.

If you punish someone, you will lose them. If you pardon and forgive, you will draw them near. It is the way
to solidify a society and spread love and harmony.

We should pardon others, just like we want Al-Afuw to pardon us.
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83. AR-RA’UF (THE MOST KIND) Bgs )1 aitl gus!

Other translations: The Most Kind, The Tenderly Merciful, The Clement and Compassionate.

e The One Who bestows boundless clemency, tenderness, and affection.
e The One Who shows the utmost compassion, pity, and tender mercy.
e The One Whose gentleness, kindness and mercy are beyond understanding.

Linguistically

The name Ar-Ra’uf come from the root ra hamza fa (<21 ), with the following classical meanings:

e to be kind, gentle, clement,

e to be merciful, compassionate,
e to show pity,

e toshow tenderness.

Ra’uf is in the excessive form of Ra’if &ily, the doer of kindness.
Kindness 481,! is intense mercy, and its highest level. Kindness is higher than mercy.

Kindness is softness in the heart, with compassion and intense mercy. A person whose mercy becomes very
intense, becomes a Ra’uf.

Ar-Ra’uf in The Quran

The name Ar-Ra’uf appears explicitly in the Quran, 10 times.
Cgasl ol il Slacidl V) (o) JB &E5 of sl ldl A3 oyl 3l § (6,55 i (o1 § G &0 55 i & 35 @
e
Al-Hajj 22:65 - Do you not see that Allah has subjected to you whatever is on the earth and the ships

which run through the sea by His command? And He restrains the sky from falling upon the earth,
unless by His permission. Indeed Allah, to the people, is Kind and Merciful.

% Meaning 1: Kind and Merciful Lord

Kindness is the intense form of mercy, and its highest levels. Allah SWT is kind and merciful with His servants:

e He does not ask from a poor person, what He asks from a rich person,
e He gave licenses to ease the burden of a traveler, that He did not give a resident,
e He lightened the obligations for the weak and ones with special conditions, over others.
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His kindness to the sinners among His servants, is manifested in the opening the doors to His forgiveness up to
the point of the soul leaving the body at death, or the sun rising from the west.

Allah SWT, The Most Kind, waits day and night for His servants to come back to Him in repentance, while He is
in no need for any of them!

The door to forgiveness is always open for the ones who want to take advantage of Allah’s kindness.

< Meaning 2: Kindness in Depriving

Allah’s kindness protects His servants from going astray and doing wrong. If Allah deprives one of things, like
wealth or children, it is for their benefit and from His kindness.

We do not know the wisdom of Allah’s acts, but we must be certain it is for a believer’s benefit. This wisdom
will become clear on the day of judgement, for all hardships and ease we had to go through.

¢ Meaning 3: Kindness in Punishment

There is kindness in Divine Punishment, when the person corrects course and avoids the greater punishment.
Man, was given free will. If he chooses the wrong path, Allah SWT out of His kindness, corrects him.

Take the example of the owner of a company. If an employee keeps making mistakes, he will get fired. If the
employee is the son of the owner, the treatment is different. Kindness and mercy makes the owner correct
and mentor for the betterment of his son.

In the first case, all mistakes were just accounted for. In the second case, correction and advise were given for
each instance.

Allah SWT created us, and cares for us. He Corrects us, out of His kindness and care.

% Describing Prophet Muhammad &

Allah SWT is Ra’uf Raheem. He SWT used these two great attributes for prophet Muhammad &, when He
described and praised him.

o Lok Eni 3l (SUIE s> R 1o il 338 Kk (33 Yo (8515 S

At-Tawbah 9:128 - There has certainly come to you a Messenger from among yourselves. Grievous to
him is what you suffer; [he is] concerned over you and to the believers is kind and merciful.
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The prophet # had the highest level of kindness and mercy with Allah’s creation, and especially with the
believers. The prophet’s companions loved him and put his life before theirs, because of the kindness they
saw from him.

This intense kindness and mercy come from the connection with The Kind and Merciful God.

+* Name Pairing

Ar-Raheem (The Most Merciful) is the only name that appeared with the name Ar-Ra’uf (The Most Kind).

The term Ra’uf indicates tender affection and is regarded as the utmost mercy and compassion, the ultimate
limit of Raheem.

Ar-Ra’uf is similar in meaning to Ar-Raheem, but focuses attention on the utmost tenderness, kindness and
affection which accompanies the outpouring of mercy and compassion.

+» Difference between Ra’uf and Raheem

Allah SWT has mercy for all His creation, but kindness and compassion is reserved only for the believers.
Ar-Ra’uf pushes away harm from His servants, brings good to them, and protects their faculties.
Ar-Raheem corrects what is wrong out of His mercy.

Ar-Ra’uf uses His kindness to protect His servants from getting into trouble — a preventative treatment.

Ar-Raheem applies His mercy after His servants get into trouble, to ease their pain —a corrective treatment.

Ar-Ra’uf in Our Lives

«* Connection with Allah

Kindness and mercy come from a heart connected to the source of kindness and mercy, Allah SWT. Harshness
and tyranny come from a heart far away from Allah SWT.

Ali-lmran 3:159 (beginning) - So by mercy from Allah, [0 Muhammad], you were lenient with them.
And if you had been rude [in speech] and harsh in heart, they would have disbanded from about you.

This is a universal rule for any leader:
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e If you are kind and merciful with others, they will gather around you,
e [f you are harsh and rude with others, they will stay away from you.

This is a rule we must keep in mind when dealing with others — family, children, co-workers, for example.

The closest ones to Allah, are the most merciful and kind to others.

+ Striving for Allah’s Pleasure

Smart people strive to please Allah SWT and seek His Approval. Allah SWT will surely compensate them out of
His kindness and mercy.

Sally Caghs dulgadiel il Al 4add (43 oo Bl $ed
Al-Baqarah 2:207 - And of the people is he who sells himself, seeking means to the approval of Allah.
And Allah is kind to [His] servants.

This is a universal truth:

e [tisimpossible to gain, with the disobedience of Allah SWT,
e [tisimpossible to lose, with the obedience of Allah SWT,

e Favoring the hereafter over this life, gains both!

e Favoring this life over the hereafter, loses both!

+» Be Compassionate and Kind

Our duty to this name is to be compassionate, merciful, and kind to family specifically, and to all living things
deserving our mercy. Kindness to our family is in our nature. The kindness we are encouraged to have, is the
kindness to others not in our close circle. For example, treating a servant as you would treat your children,
with kindness.

This is a great trait in any human, and more befitting of a believer. The prophet & demonstrated this great
manner, and we should follow in his footsteps.

+ Misplaced Kindness

Having mercy and pity on others is a quality Allah SWT likes in us, except in certain situations, where it is
counterproductive to do so.

Take the example of a child under medical orders not to eat for a day, due to some digestive problem. It is not
merciful or kind to give this child food, due to the harm it will cause.
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Kindness in situations where it should not be applied, leads to problems. The application of prescribed
punishment for crimes, is another example.
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An-Nur 24:2 - The [unmarried] woman or [unmarried] man found guilty of sexual intercourse - lash
each one of them with a hundred lashes, and do not be taken by pity for them in the religion of Allah,
if you should believe in Allah and the Last Day. And let a group of the believers witness their
punishment.

In punishment, there is a great benefit for the society by deterring others from committing crimes, and in
correcting the behavior of the criminals. Misplaced kindness will result in a rise in crime.

Allah SWT is Merciful and Kind. If He says a murdered should be killed, then it is in the public interest and
mercy for the society to do so. A bad apple in a cart of good apple, will lead to all apples going bad.

Not punishing kids when they deserve it, is not kindness! Misplaced kindness of parents creates spoiled
children. Firmness, sometimes, is required.

We must be wise in the application of kindness.
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86. AL-MUQSIT (THE EQUITABLE) fawdal! bl !

Other translations: The Most Equitable, The Just.

Linguistically

The name Al-Mugsit comes from the root gaf sin ta (& o= 3), with the following classical meanings:

e to act justly, equitably- fadi

e To be fair and just. A just person is called Jauia,

e to be unjust — kiud The root also contains the opposite. An unjust person is called Jwld,

e Parts, portions of—mh portions and parts of something. To carve a portion from. This meaning
supports the other 2 meanings:
> To take someone’s portion, unjustly and unfairly - ll®,
> To give someone their just portion - fauda,

The root supports the opposite meanings of justice and injustice.

Al-Mugsit in The Quran

The name Al-Mugsit does not appear explicitly in the Quran. The Divine Act of Qist appears in some verses
and is the source for this name.
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Al-Anbiya 21:47 - And We place the scales of justice for the Day of Resurrection, so no soul will be
treated unjustly at all. And if there is [even] the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it forth. And
sufficient are We as accountant.

+* Meaning 1: Just in His Laws

Allah SWT deals with His creation with perfect justice. His laws are just and His commands are just.
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Ali-Imran 3:18 - Allah witnesses that there is no deity except Him, and [so do] the angels and those of
knowledge - [that He is] maintaining [creation] in justice. There is no deity except Him, the Exalted in
Might, the Wise.

Al-Mugsit treats His creation with perfect justice. He based the universe on just law and order, ordered his
creation to be just, and loves the just ones.
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% Meaning 2: Avenges the Oppressed

Al-Mugsit loves justice. If any of His creation commits injustice, He will avenge the oppressed by taking their
right from the oppressor and establish justice.

The oppressed can be an animal that someone is abusing. Al-Mugsit is sure to punish and avenge the animal.
Abdullah reported that Allah's Messenger (££) said:
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A woman was tormented because of a cat which she had confined until it died and she had to get into
Hell. She did not allow it either to eat or drink as it was confined, nor did she free it so that it might eat
the vermin of the earth.[Muslim]

A person can enter the fire because of a cat? Yes!
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Al-Furqan 25:68/69 - And those who do not invoke with Allah another deity or kill the soul which Allah
has forbidden [to be killed], except by right, and do not commit unlawful sexual intercourse. And
whoever should do that will meet a penalty. * Multiplied for him is the punishment on the Day of
Resurrection, and he will abide therein humiliated -

We could kill harmful animals in the house for example: a mouse, a scorpion, or a snake. But to veer off the
road to run over an animal for no reason - that is forbidden and carries a severe punishment!

Al-Mugsit is a name we should all be afraid of if we are doing any injustice.

** Meaning 3: Makes the Oppressed and the Oppressor Satisfied

Al-Mugsit SWT is perfect in His justice. He avenges and makes it up to the oppressed. His Perfection extends
to the unjust, by correcting them and returning them to what is right. When the unjust return to Allah in
repentance, Allah SWT rewards and honors them.

Allah SWT does not hate the unjust person. He only hates their behavior. When the behavior is corrected,
they return to Allah’s love and care. Only Allah SWT can do this perfect justice!
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Al-Mugqsit in Our Lives

s Beware of Oppression

To be unjust in this world, leads to a disaster in the hereafter.

Jabir b. Abdullah reported that Allah's Messenger (£) said:
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Be on your guard against committing oppression, for oppression is a darkness on the Day of
Resurrection, and be on your guard against stinginess for stinginess destroyed those who were before
you, as it incited them to shed blood and make lawful what was unlawful for them. [Muslim]

There are so many ways we can fall into the sin of committing injustice to others, be it a spouse, children, in
our jobs, or in our community. A believer must guard himself and think long and hard of the consequences of
injustice and oppression.

Allah Al-Mugsit is ever watching, ready to correct the wrong and alleviate the injustice. If the ability over
others tempt one to oppress them, one must remember Allah’s ability over all.

** Increase in Knowledge

Increasing in knowledge about our faith is required. The more knowledge we have about Allah SWT, the more
fear and reverence we will have for Him.

People with little knowledge will see their power as a means to control and oppress others. When power is
used unjustly, wrath and severe punishment of Allah are ever near.

** Be Just

Allah SWT established justice as the basis of His Dominion. Justice starts with the family: we do not favor one
child over another, or one sibling over another for example.

This was demonstrated by the prophet £ when someone came to him to be a witness. He wanted to give one

of his sons his slave as a gift. The prophet asked him if he had other children, and he replied, yes. The prophet
then asked him if he was giving his other children a similar gift, and he said no. The prophet then said that this

was injustice and asked the person to go ask someone else to be a witness.

Justice continues to the workplace, and to the rest of our interaction with people.
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We can live a simple life, and not have much. If we feel we are treated justly, then we will be happy. All the
enjoyment of this life disappears when we feel we are oppressed and dealt with unjustly.

ndawda)l Cooxd Al O e laiudll 0 (S8 CaS Ol

Al-Ma’idah 5:42 (ending) - And if you judge, judge between them with justice. Indeed, Allah loves
those who act justly.

The highest levels of Qist (justice) is treating all parties in a way that makes them all satisfied.

Many people side with their children, their family, or their community, knowing fully they are wrong! This is
not justice. Being rich, poor, or a relative should not matter when applying justice. Justice is what separates a
believer from all other people.

It is very easy to blindly love someone, or blindly hate someone. Justice should be the base for loving or
hating. Many people when they love someone, they hide all their faults, but when they hate someone, they
hide all their virtues. This is not justice!

+* Do Not Hate

A believer does not hate anyone for their person but hates their bad behavior. This is a very important fact we
must be grounded in!

A doctor does not hate a patient with a contagious disease! Allah SWT has the best example.

All the sins and infractions are symptoms of one disease: turning away from Allah. Such farness from Allah
brings dislike from others. Once the person returns to Allah, the symptoms disappear, and the person is liked
again.

This point can be illustrated with the behavior of the companions.
Story of Umair Bin Wahab <2y (n s

Umair was a person who used to hurt the prophet and his companions in Makkah. After the defeat of
Quraysh in the battle of Badr, Umair Bin Wahab and Safwan Bin Umayyah were sitting together recalling what
happened. Umair’s brother was captured by the Muslims.

Umair made the comment that had it not been for the burden of debt and supporting his family, he would go
and kill the prophet.

Taking advantage of the situation, Safwaan said, "l take responsibility of settling your debts and | shall care for
your family with my own”. Umair said to him, "Keep this matter a secret between us." Safwaan agreed and
Umair proceeded to have his sword sharpened and poisoned, then he left for Madinah.
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Once in Madinah, Umair was spotted by Umar bin Al-Khattab. Umar saw evil in his eyes, grabbed him and tied
him up, and took him to the prophet.

The prophet ordered Umar to untie Umair and move away from him. The prophet asked Umair about his
business in Madinah. Umair claimed he came to ransom his brother.

The prophet asked him about his conversation with Safwaan. At that moment, Umair stood up and made
shahadah. He knew only a prophet of Allah would know this intimate conversation.

The point of the story, and its relation to the topic, is the comment of Umar afterwards.

He said: “Umair entered into the presence of the prophet, and a pig was dearer to me than him. When he left,
he was dearer to me than one of my children”.

A believer does not hate others but hates their bad behavior and deeds. Once the behavior is corrected, love
should return.

Allah SWT does not hate the unbeliever but hates their evil actions.

+» Justice in Conflict

It is inevitable that people will get into conflict. This is human nature. Believers will even get into conflict
among themselves.
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Al-Hujurat 49:9 - And if two factions among the believers should fight, then make settlement between
the two. But if one of them oppresses the other, then fight against the one that oppresses until it
returns to the ordinance of Allah. And if it returns, then make settlement between them in justice and
act justly. Indeed, Allah loves those who act justly.

Siding with the oppressing party, because of kinship or other ties, is not justice. Justice is in stopping the
oppressing party and making peace and reconciliation for all parties.

Some ignorant people think that Allah gave us the right to do whatever we want with unbelievers, taking their
possessions, or cheating them. This is injustice answerable to Allah SWT on the day of judgement.
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Al-Ma’idah 5:8 - O you who have believed, be persistently standing firm for Allah, witnesses in justice,
and do not let the hatred of a people prevent you from being just. Be just; that is nearer to
righteousness. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah is Acquainted with what you do.
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Just treatment is for all, without exclusion. Allah SWT is instructing the believers to be just, even to our
enemies.

Important point: If you do injustice to a fellow Muslim, he will dislike you. If you do injustice to a non-Muslim,
he will dislike Islam, and thinks the injustice comes from Islam. We must be very careful!

This justice was demonstrated by the prophet and his companions, numerous times, transforming enemies
into close friends and fellow believers.

Injustice only makes more enemies and cement the enmity among parties.

+* Height of Justice

Establishing justice on this earth is the duty of every believer. When doing injustice, we must not insist on our
position after we realize it. The height of justice is to admit the fault, even if we are in a position of strength.

Applying justice, starting with our own self, is the proper understanding of the name Al-Mugsit.

It is a noble thing to say: “l am sorry, | was wrong, forgive me!”. Allah SWT will raise the status and honor of
the just ones.
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87. AL-JAMI’ (THE GATHERER) a»l=xJ! ] !

Other translations: The Gatherer, The Uniter, The Collector.

He Who brings together what He wills, when He wills, where He wills.

Linguistically

The name Al-Jami’ comes from the root jim mim ‘ayn (¢ ¢ z), with the following classical meanings:

e To bring together, to unite, to assemble - 22
e To compose, to arrange - @:
e Toresolve, to agree — as=

Al-Jami’ in The Quran

The name does not appear in the Quran, but the act of gathering is mentioned in many verses.

This name is very wide in meaning. The following are some of the main ones.

% Meaning 1: Gathering mankind on Judgement Day - zo=xJl pg2

You may meet a person who claims to hold a degree and have experience. A background check may produce
contrary information. True estimation is not possible, until the person is combined with his actions.
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Ali-lmran 3:9 - Our Lord, surely You will gather the people for a Day about which there is no doubt.
Indeed, Allah does not fail in His promise."

A person may be involved in a scandal and moves to another city. If the record of his actions accompanies a
person wherever they go, there would be no escape.

Al-Jami’ SWT will gather all creation for reckoning on the day of judgement:

e The first and the last of His creation, all together.

e The inhabitants of heavens and earth, Jinn and mankind.

e Each person with his deeds.

e Each prophet with his people.

e The oppressors and the oppressed, the strong and the weak.
e Reward and punishment,

e Hypocrites and Unbelievers will be gathered in Hell.
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There is no escape on that day. All will be gathered for the final justice.

To appreciate the glory of this name, try to invite 100 people for a gathering and see how difficult it is to
coordinate and accomplish! One person does not have a phone, another may be out of town ...

To convey the invitation is a monumental task that requires a lot of effort. Managing the event is even more
difficult, only the ones who have done it can appreciate its complexity.

For Allah SWT, it is a very easy task to recreate and bring all His creation for reckoning, in a short time, and
judge all at the same time with utmost accuracy and expedience.

+* Meaning 2: Combines All Perfection

Man may excel in one or more fields. He may have a specialty in his work, or some exemplary manners, but it
is impossible to be perfect in everything. Having 2 specialties is a cause for admiration.

Allah SWT has all perfection in His Divine Self, Attributes, and Acts. His Attributes are all beautiful and perfect.

Prophet Muhammad & was the only one to achieve human perfection, and the greatest qualities. His
companions had only a share of some of them: some were brave, others were knowledgeable, some were
generous. Prophet Muhammad #5 combined all human virtues, honor, humbleness, courage, knowledge,
faith, manners, leadership, reverence, and so much more.

** Meaning 3: Gathers opposites in perfect harmony

Allah SWT coordinates in perfect harmony, things that are similar, different, or opposites.

Combining Similar Things

Mankind have a uniform build. Many medicines created in one country, can be used by all, because of this
inherent similarity. At the same time, Allah SWT created each one of us to be unique: fingerprints, voice,
scent, retina, and color.

Al-Jami’ SWT made us similar and unique at the same time.

Combining Different Things

Allah SWT combines all kinds of different things: heavens and earth, land and sea, mountains and valleys.
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Colors, tastes, shapes, appearance, are all varied. Allah SWT combines all in one environment, with various
types of plants, insects, flowers, and animals.

Combining Opposites

Allah SWT combines opposites, like hot and cold, day and night. Some elements are combined using other
elements or catalysts. Oxygen and hydrogen are very combustible gasses. When combined, they form water,
used to put off fires.

The act of gathering is done with perfect harmony and coordination.

If you have a company with 100 employees, all of them cannot be doing the same job, in the same place.
People will start getting in each other’s way, or duplicating work. Coordination is required.

Sometimes, a few employees managed correctly, will produce more results than many more with no
coordination.

All creation performs the role they were created for, with utmost coordination.

Take the bees for example. They are divided into groups, each perform their designated role: pollen gatherer,
scout, guard, nursery, and one queen. Who gathered them in one unit?

Allah SWT created us with different skills and interests. Imagine if all of us wanted to be engineers!

Society requires people of all experiences and specializations. Allah Al-Jami’ coordinates the universe with
utmost skill and perfection.

% Meaning 4: Gathers the hearts

Al-Jami’ SWT gathers the hearts, and makes people love one another. He joins the hearts of a husband and
wife, to become one. Both come from different environments and different interests, but combine to form a
single cohesive unit.

He SWT also makes the believers love one another and become one unit.
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Al-Anfal 8:63 - And brought together their hearts. If you had spent all that is in the earth, you could not
have brought their hearts together; but Allah brought them together. Indeed, He is Exalted in Might
and Wise.
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Allah SWT makes people of similar values and manners draw closer together. Allah SWT gathers feelings and
faith in the heart of His servants.

Believers analyze events in light of their faith.

e Ifitisgood, they know it is from Allah.
e [fitis bad, they know only Allah can remove it.

+* Meaning 5: Rebuilds Humans

When man dies and returns to dust, Allah SWT will reunite all the parts together on the day of judgement,
when man is resurrected for reckoning. Even the unique fingerprint will be recreated.

Al-Qiyamah 75:4 - Yes. [We are] Able [even] to proportion his fingertips.

The soul will then be reunited with the flesh, to bring man back to life.

¢ Meaning 6: Collecting the Verses of Quran

Al-Jami’ SWT has guaranteed the collection and preservation of His Words, in the hearts of the prophet and
his followers.

6385 aans e O

Al-Qiyamah 75:17 - Indeed, upon Us is its collection [in your heart] and [to make possible] its
recitation.

The verses were revealed over 23 years and collected in one book. Only the Great Creator can have verses
spanning such a long period, be without contradiction or error.

Al-Jami’ in Our Lives

** We Need Others

Allah SWT gathered us in this world and will gather us in the next. He subjugated us in this world to need each
other. We cannot live alone!

We may have some skills or can grow some crops, but it is very hard to be self-sustaining. If you grow wheat,
you need someone to provide meat, others to provide clothes, and others to make tools.
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We may be able to do a few things well, but we need so much more. Allah SWT gathered us in this world to
need each other and support one another.

% Collect Wisely

Collecting wealth in this life is part of our nature. Having wealth is not a bad thing. The method we
accumulate it, and how we spend it, are what makes it good or bad.

Spending this life collecting thing that would not benefit us in the hereafter, is not a wise thing to do.

¢ Inner and Outer Unity

Our duty to the name Al-Jami’ is to unite our outward actions with our inner beliefs and knowledge.

Combining good knowledge with good manners, is a great goal for a believer.

< Friday

Allah SWT designated a day for gathering all believers for a common good, Friday prayers.
Goala3 a8 o) 80 S 803 sl 19335 i (83 ) 13alb ARddl 033 oo BN (5395 13] 13T Gaddl G G
Al-Jumu’ah 62:9 - O you who have believed, when [the adhan] is called for the prayer on the day of

Jumu'ah [Friday], then proceed to the remembrance of Allah and leave trade. That is better for you, if
you only knew.

This is a special day we are commanded to gather and give it a higher priority over all other things we may be
doing.

¢ Prepare for the Day of Reckoning

Al-Jami’ has promised to gather man for a day where they will be united with their deeds and have to answer
for their actions.
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Hud 11:103 (ending) - That is a Day for which the people will be collected, and that is a Day [which will
be] witnessed.
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Our duty is to prepare for this meeting in this world, while we still can. Once we die, there is no going back to
correct the wrongs.

All deeds will be on display. We should increase the good, and repent for the bad, so we can be successful.

< Who do we want to be gathered with?

- - 3

The prophet # said: .31 4% #» £33J1 - A man will be with those whom he loves.
Who do we want to be gathered with on the day of judgement, and in the hereafter?

We all want to be with our prophet &8, his companions, and our families. We must act accordingly in this life
to get this honor.

May Allah have mercy on us, forgive our sins, make our account easy, and admit us to His paradise.

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 395




88. AL-GHANI (THE RICH ONE) 89. AL-MUGHNI (THE ENRICHER) (&&al! il il !

Other translations:
Al-Ghani: The Self-Sufficient, The Independent One, The Wealthy, the Rich One.

Al-Mughni: The One Who bestows wealth and independence on others.

Linguistically

Both names come from the root ghayn nin ya (& & &), with the following classical meaning:

e to be free from wants or needs - (il

e to be self-sufficient, independent, does not need others - u-f-
e to be content, satisfied,

e to benefit - u—ﬂe

e to be rich, wealthy, flourishing.

Al-Mughni, is the one who performs the action of enriching or benefiting.

Al-Ghani in The Quran

The name Al-Ghani appears explicitly in the Quran, 18 times, sometimes paired with other names.
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Al-An’am 6:133 - And your Lord is the Free of need, the possessor of mercy. If He wills, he can do away
with you and give succession after you to whomever He wills, just as He produced you from the
descendants of another people.

% Meaning 1: Free of Need

Allah Al-Ghani is Self-Sufficient and Self-Existent. He does not need any of His creation, but all creation need
Him for their existence and sustenance.

The Creator of all things is free of need. The creation is weak, and full of needs and wants.
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Muhammad #& 47:38 - Here you are - those invited to spend in the cause of Allah - but among you are

\
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those who withhold [out of greed]. And whoever withholds only withholds [benefit] from himself; and
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Allah is the Free of need, while you are the needy. And if you turn away, He will replace you with
another people; then they will not be the likes of you.

Man’s richness is relative. A rich man, when faced with medical problems, will go to the doctor with all
humility and need for his professional skills. A rich man in this position is in dire need.

Allah SWT is free of all needs and wants. When the freedom from need is not linked to the Divine Will, it
describes the Divine Self.

+* Meaning 2: Enriching from His Bounties

Al-Ghani SWT is the Rich One. His Richness is Perfect and Complete. He owns everything in existence, free to
do with it what He likes. All wealth storage in heavens and earth are at His disposal and are limitless.

When the act of enriching relates to the Divine Will, it becomes a description of Divine Acts.
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At-Tawbah 9:28 (partial) - And if you fear privation, Allah will enrich you from His bounty if He wills.

Allah SWT tests us with wealth and poverty. A sinner who serves alcohol in his restaurant, may have a high
income. When he repents, he may experience a sharp decrease in income.

It is the price one pays for doing the right thing. The reward will be saved for the hereafter, when his rank is
elevated. Allah SWT may increase the provisions after passing this test.

We should not fear a decrease in provision from obedience to Allah. Allah SWT promised to enrich the
obedient ones from His bounties, because He is Al-Ghani.

s Name Pairing

AW Zs‘ —Free of Need, Praiseworthy - appears the most (10 times).
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Al-Haj 22:64 - To Him belongs what is in the heavens and what is on the earth. And indeed, Allah is the
Free of need, the Praiseworthy.

Sometimes, rich people who do not need anyone, are harsh, arrogant, and rude to others. Allah SWT does not
need us, yet He treats all of us, even the sinners, in perfect ways worthy of all praise.

da33 b {33! - Free of Need, the Possessor of Mercy
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A merciful person who is weak, cannot help others. It is the Glory of Allah SWT that He is Rich and Merciful.
He can provide His servants all they need out of His mercy and bounties.

S && — Free of Need, Generous

An-Naml 27:40 (ending) - And whoever is grateful - his gratitude is only for [the benefit of] himself.
And whoever is ungrateful - then indeed, my Lord is Free of need and Generous.

Allah SWT gives us out of His Generosity, even though He does not need us for anything.
fud> &2 — Free of Need, Forbearing
s 2ok Q13463 gals Baa (s > Brakay (gjan U3

Al-Baqarah 2:263 - Kind speech and forgiveness are better than charity followed by injury. And Allah is
Free of need and Forbearing.

Allah SWT provides everyone with food, water, and air, even to the ones who disobey Him. Allah SWT does
not need us. When we sin, He is Forbearing and Patient with us. He does not rush the punishment, even
though He is capable of it.

Al-Mughni in the Quran

The name does not appear in the Quran explicitly, but is inferred from Divine Act of Al-Ghani.

e
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At-Tawbah 9:28 (partial) - And if you fear privation, Allah will enrich you from His bounty if He wills.

** Meaning 1: Enriches Whom He Wants

Al-Mughni is the One Who enriches Whom He wishes from His creation, by providing them from His bounties:

e He gives them enough provision, or
e Makes them not ask or need others.

Not needing others is a great blessing. Needing others make us vulnerable to humiliation.
Allah SWT created everything and equipped it with all it needs to survive and perform its role in life.

Al-Mughni enriches people in two ways:
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e Enriches with material wealth so they do not need others, and this covers most people,
e Enriches His close servants with His knowledge and love.

There are riches beyond material wealth, that Allah bestows of us:

e Gives us legs to move around, eyes and ears, hands and joints, intelligence, and feelings,
e Gives us all we need to perform our duties in this life,

e Enriches us with good manners,

e Puts guidance in our hearts,

e Gives us wisdom in actions and in speech, a sound mind, and foresight,

e Bringing us closer to Him, while others worship animals and stones,

e Gives us perfect guidance in the Quran and Sunnah, with no surprises or deficiencies.

Al-Ghani Al-Mughni in Our Lives

+» Life of Tests

Allah SWT made this life, a life of tests. Some are tested with wealth, some with poverty. Some are tested
with health, and some with sickness. Good looks and bad looks, intelligence and lack there of.

Anything we are given, is a test from Allah SWT, to see how we will use it, and if we are thankful.

e Will we use health for disobedience, or for helping others?
e Will we use free time for Allah’s pleasure, or for sins?

Anything we are given is a test. We should employ it in Allah’s obedience, and in the service of His creation.

% True Richness

Richness in humans is relative. We need health, safety, victory, and so many other things.

Money, position, palaces, are nothing if the person gets a terminal sickness. Many would trade all their
wealth to have their eyesight returned to them.

Helping others, stopping what is wrong, giving people peace and security, feeding the hungry, housing the
poor, treating the sick, helping the oppressed, and any other deed for the sake of Allah, make us rich.

True richness is the abundance of good deeds, and building the reserves for the hereafter.

¢ A Spouse is a Gift
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Al-Mughni SWT, describes a spouse as an enrichment from His bounty.
A (0 Al il 55 S5 Dpdend ) ol sy

An-Nur 24:33 (beginning) - But let them who find not [the means for] marriage abstain [from sexual
relations] until Allah enriches them from His bounty.

Marriage is a blessing from Allah. A spouse is a gift from Allah that should be appreciated and not abused.

* We Need Al-Ghani

We are all in dire need for Al-Ghani. He is the One without needs.
F2 (o 1 OB 195283 o)
Az-Zumar 39:7 (beginning) - If you disbelieve - indeed, Allah is Free from need of you.
Being good or bad does not affect Allah at all. He does not need us, but we need Him. We can be replaced.

We need Him for all our needs, in this life and in the hereafter. The ones who consider themselves free of
need of their Lord, will surely suffer a terrible torment.

We should not say “l am successful”, but instead say “Allah SWT gave me success”. We are poor and have
nothing, except what Allah has enriched us with. Bounties should be linked to the Provider Who made it
possible.

If we want to be rich, we should seek it from the source, and not from His creation. He will enrich us from His
bounties. If we humble ourselves to Allah with our helplessness and lack of means, He will enrich and elevate
us.

If Allah SWT helps us and provides for us, we will have no need for anyone else.

¢ Be a Mughni

Our duty to these names is to be rich with reliance on Allah SWT and enrich the people around us from His
bounties that He gave us.

Being generous demonstrates that we are more confident with what Allah will provide, than with what is in
our possession.

We must exert all possible effort to gain the pleasure of Allah SWT, so He may bestow His bounties on us, and
admit us to the highest levels of paradise.
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90. AL-MANI’ (THE PREVENTER) g3la)! il ol

Other translations: The Preventer, The Protector, The Defender, The Withholder.

Linguistically

The name Al-Mani’ comes from the root mim nin ‘ayn (¢ © @), with the following classical meanings:

e to prevent, hinder, hold back, restrain, deny — &“’:

e to forbid, refuse, prohibit — ¢ g:03,
e to guard, defend, protect - 23\.

The root has the opposite meaning of giving. It also carries a second meaning of protection.

In its absolute meaning, the root points to obstruction between two things, preventing them from meeting. A
strong protector stands between an aggressor and a victim to prevent harm. —i.e. protect and guard.

A fort g iwa>, means it prevents armies from reaching it.

Al-Mani’ in The Quran

The name Al-Mani’ does not appear in the Quran but is mentioned in authentic Sunnah. Al-Mani’ is the
excessive form of the root.

Al-Mughirah bin Shu'bah RA reported: Messenger of Allah (£8) used to say after prayer:

@3’3&%&)&;»)’35%’5&1\.«1&3\»3’Ml.ﬁﬁ;@ﬁd&ﬁgc@ldﬁ&wld‘déb“ffb)’o»‘gclfu‘)’!ﬂ!}’
doxl hie w13

There is no true god except Allah. He is One and He has no partner with Him, His is the sovereignty and
His is the praise, and He is Omnipotent. O Allah! None can deny that which You bestow and none can
bestow that which You hold back; and the greatness of the great will be of no avail to them against
You. [Bukhari, Muslim]

< Meaning 1: Protector, Preventer of Harm

Al-Mani’ protects us from all that can harm us, in matters of life or faith. Coincidence, chance, or luck do not
exist in the universe. Everything happens by Allah’s Will and Planning. He is the One Who protects and
prevents harm.

Allah SWT protects the believers, defends them, supports them, and makes them successful.
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It is worth noting that not everyone is entitled to this protection. There are ones who deserve to be exposed,
because of what they are doing. Al-Mani’ will prevent harm and protect the ones who deserve to be
protected.

Closeness to Allah and adherence to His Commands, bring the blessings of peace and protection. Sin and
farness from Allah and His path, will leave the person exposed for harm and punishment by others. When
disasters loom, no one other than Allah can prevent it, or save from it.

The Prophet and Suraga

Al-Mani’ protected His prophet during the migration. Quraish offered the reward of 100 camels to the one
who brings the prophet dead of alive.

Suraqa found the prophet but could not get close to him. The horse kept getting stuck on firm land, one, two,
and three times. Suraqa finally realized that the prophet is protected and cannot be reached égm

% Meaning 2: Prevents Deficiencies

Allah SWT wants us to be successful. He also wants to prevent us from having deficiencies in our faith, so we
may reach the high ranks. If we are serious in following the straight path, Allah SWT will prevent us from
falling behind, or transgressing the bounds.

Every time a believer falls behind, Allah sends a problem or a fear, to bring him back to the straight path. The
good life may be withheld for believers who contemplate or commit sins, as a reminder from Allah to stay on
the straight path.

Allah SWT cares for us, by withholding good things sometimes, and withholding bad things other times. Allah
SWT knows us perfectly. He knows that good things will lead some astray, so He withholds it. Other times He
knows that afflictions will affect the faith negatively, so He prevents it.

% Meaning 3: Prevents to Correct

Allah SWT Gives Whom He wants, what He wants, according to His Perfect Wisdom. It is not possible to have
a better outcome than what Allah decrees.

e S 0oay &)<4183 G Hiks UK 0S5 (o3 § 15540 eaa) (B3I A1 Bais 33

Ash-Shuraa 42:27 - And if Allah had extended [excessively] provision for His servants, they would have
committed tyranny throughout the earth. But He sends [it] down in an amount which He wills. Indeed
He is, of His servants, Acquainted and Seeing.

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 402




When Allah SWT withholds, none can provide. Allah prevents some from having children. No amount of
medical intervention will result in children, when Allah decrees the outcome. Allah may give one individual an
intellectual capacity and withholds it from another.

He gives with wisdom and withholds with wisdom. He gives everyone what is best for them, and holds back
for their benefit, or as a punishment to correct.

Withholding good things are sometimes a corrective measure to make sinners repent and return to Allah.

Al-Mani’ in Our Lives

s Safety and Security

Allah SWT removes the feelings of security from sinners and unbelievers. It is a sign of belief when we feel
secure and content, because Allah is with us.

The prophets took many stances that leave us in wonder. Prophet Hud challenged his people to harm him.
They could not get to him, because Al-Mani’ prevented them. A believer connected with Allah, does not fear
creation, but only fears the Creator.

Psychological wellbeing is very important. Fearing things is sometimes worse that experiencing them. The
knowledge that Allah prevents others from inflicting harm, is a great source of comfort for a believer.

Note: it is wise and polite to have this conviction in the heart, and not declare it, so it becomes a dare or a
challenge. Daring others openly is not wise.

«* Divine Protection

We are surrounded by things that can make us sick. Some get sick, while others don’t. The ones who do not
get sick, are protected by Allah - ¢sws. The ones who get sick, Allah allowed the sickness to get to them.

If the Divine Care is with us, nothing can harm us.
Yusuf 12:64 (ending) - But Allah is the best guardian, and He is the most merciful of the merciful.
We all experience incidents in our lives where Divine Protection saved us from great harm.

For example, we go on a long journey, and once we arrive, the car breaks down. Had this happened while
driving, it would have caused a bad accident. Allah SWT prevented the accident from happening.
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% Be Deserving of Protection

Our duty to this name is to do the acts that entitle us to Allah’s protection and care.

Believers who feel peace and contentment, do so when they do not hurt, abuse, or threaten others, flaunt
their wealth, or build their fortunes on the ruins of others.

Perfecting good deeds and service to others, entitle a believer to Allah’s protection and care.

Thousands of disasters are averted with Divine Care. Enemies will not get their way, and no harm can be
inflicted, if Allah is the Protector.

+* Blessings in Withholding

Having everything is not a sign of Allah’s love, just like having little is not a sign of His displeasure. Wise people
see clearly Allah’s withholding, is in fact the height of giving.

We sometimes want to pursue a career, but difficulties move us in a different direction. Years later, Allah may
allow us to see the blessings in the path He put us on.

Getting laid off from a high salary job, full of temptations, may be crushing for a young man, but may be a
great blessing and bounty from Allah.

We may recall many things that were out of reach when we were young. Introspection, many times, makes us
realize what a blessing that was.

Our duty is to be happy with what Allah provides or withholds. No anger, despair, agony, or insistence on
things withheld for our own benefit.

We should not hate people we blame for being deprived of something. People are tools in Allah’s Hands,
doing His bidding. Allah SWT is the only One Who gives and withholds. He gives or withholds directly, or
indirectly, though His creation.

We thank Allah alone, cry, plead, and humble ourselves to Him only. With people, we should be strong and
dignified. They cannot help us, other than what Allah has decreed.

This Tawhid requires a firm trust in Allah, His Mercy, and Disposing of affairs.
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91. AD-DARR (THE DISTRESSER), 92. AN-NAFI’ (THE BENEFITER) 23UJ! jLall ] !

Other translations:

e Ad-Darr: The Distresser, The Afflicter.
e An-Nafi’: The Creator of Good, The Benefiter.

Linguistically

The name Ad-Darr, comes from the root dad ra ra (y » o), with the following meanings:

e Toharm, injure, hurt - ;»o,
e To force, compel - i,
e Hardship, adversity - 55,

The name An-Nafi’, comes from the root nin fa ‘ayn (¢ W 0), with the following meanings:

e To benefit, to be of use - &‘U,
e To profit from.

Ad-Darr An-Nafi’ in The Quran

Both names do not appear explicitly in the Quran, but the Divine Acts are present.

9885 pads odih By3 13) Aass 4a o 4313T13) &5 ) Guai 0433 1583 b el s 1315
Ar-Rum 30:33 - And when adversity touches the people, they call upon their Lord, turning in
repentance to Him. Then when He lets them taste mercy from Him, at once a party of them associate

others with their Lord,

The Divine Act of bringing harm, is done to benefit. It should not be used alone. The example of a bitter
medicine that leads to healing, combines both meanings. Allah SWT is Just and Perfect in all His attributes. All
His attributes are beautiful!

The two names are opposite of each other and should be mentioned together to understand the way that
Allah SWT establishes balance and harmony in His creation. Both names reflect the Perfection of the Divine
Ability. No harm or benefit, good or evil, except with the Will of Allah.

% Meaning 1: Punishes to Benefit

Allah SWT brings punishment and harm to some people, in order to bring them back to Him in repentance and
bring benefit as a result of this harm.
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The story of the three brothers in Surat Al-Qalam, demonstrates this point.

The garden belonged to a man who used to feed the poor from it. His sons did not approve of their father’s
charity and tried to dissuade him. When the father died, the three brothers agreed to prevent the poor from
taking a share of this garden.

Allah SWT sent a torment overnight and destroyed the garden. The brothers decided to go early and prevent
poor people from entering the garden. When they reach the garden, they thought they were lost. There was
no garden.

When they were sure of the location, they realized the error of their ways, and repented to Allah for their evil
intentions. The destruction Allah sent to the garden, was to benefit the sons, and make them realize the error
of their ways. He sent harm to benefit.

¢ Meaning 2: All events come from The Divine Will and Wisdom

There is always a great wisdom in all good or bad things that happen, whether we understand it or not.
Nothing happens outside of the Divine Will. What Allah wants, happens, and what He does not want, does not
happen! He is the only One Who can bring harm or benefit.

o Hlo Ve a3 Y (oSu o Lo oI Log 08 slis Lo
The Divine Will is connected to the Perfect Wisdom. Perfect Wisdom is connected to Absolute Goodness.
Gl 2l W V) b Vg S k) ST Y 5

Al-A’raf 7:188 (beginning) - Say, "l hold not for myself [the power of] benefit or harm, except what
Allah has willed.

Everything that happens, happens with Divine Will and Perfect Wisdom, resulting in Absolute Goodness. This
is a great comfort for a believer.

% Meaning 3: Does harm to benefit

Allah SWT is the One Who brings harm. How should we understand this name, since All of Allah’s names are
beautiful and perfect?

Take the example of a surgeon operating on a child. The operation involves cutting the skin, blood, pain, all to
remove an appendix. What looks like hurt, was done for the wellbeing of the patient, resulting in goodness.

This is the only way to understand the name Ad-Darr — causing harm to benefit.
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Ad-Darr An-Nafi’ in Our Lives

** Tawhid — Oneness of Allah

Our duty to these names is not to waste our effort running after creation, who can neither harm nor
benefit us. Instead, we must seek the pleasure of Allah, as He is the only One Who can bring harm or
benefit.

s

Rl frall 5 13RS 3 b 480 G Y s ol 093 ro g U3
Al-Ma’idah 5:76 - Say, "Do you worship besides Allah that which holds for you no [power of] harm or
benefit while it is Allah who is the Hearing, the Knowing?"

Tawhid teaches us that all things act in a certain way, not out of their own power, but with the Will of Allah.
Both harm and benefit come from Allah. Allah causes all actions and causes the properties of all things.

e A knife only cuts with Allah’s Will. The knife lost its properties when Allah forbade it to cut Ismail.
e The fire burns with Allah’s Will. It did not burn prophet Ibrahim when Allah forbade it to.
e Maedicine does not heal, without Allah’s Will.

+* All Good and Bad are from Allah

A believer is firm in the belief that all bad will lead to good and benefit, because it comes from Allah Who is
Perfect in wisdom and goodness. Whatever Allah wants, happens. Whatever happens, it is with Allah’s Will
and Wisdom.

There is always a great wisdom in all good and bad things that happen, whether we understand it or not.

Hypocrisy, fear, humiliation, and other behavioral deficiencies only happen when man thinks others can harm
or benefit him. When the belief is firm that all good and bad are from Allah, man will not lower himself to
others, and will conduct his affairs with courage and reliance on Allah SWT.

On the authority of Abu Abbas Abdullah bin Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) who said: One day
| was behind the Prophet () [riding on the same mount] and he said:
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O young man, | shall teach you some words [of advice]: Be mindful of Allah and Allah will protect you.
Be mindful of Allah and you will find Him in front of you. If you ask, then ask Allah [alone]; and if you
seek help, then seek help from Allah [alone]. And know that if the nation were to gather together to
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benefit you with anything, they would not benefit you except with what Allah had already prescribed
for you. And if they were to gather together to harm you with anything, they would not harm you
except with what Allah had already prescribed against you. The pens have been lifted and the pages
have dried. [Tirmithi — Hasan Sahih]

Comment:

Allah SWT is the source of hurt and benefit. The reason for benefit is from Allah, while the reason for
harm is from our own actions.

If the principle flunks a student, it is due to the student’s failure. He brought the harm on himself.

Prophet Ibrahim AS illustrates this fine point:

ks
I
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Ash-Shu’ara 26:78/81 - Who created me, and He [it is who] guides me. * And it is He who feeds me and

gives me drink. * And when | am ill, it is He who cures me * And who will cause me to die and then
bring me to life.

Prophet Ibrahim AS, did not attribute the cause of sickness to Allah, while all other benefits were
attributed to Allah.

Benefit is done by Allah, as a bounty from Him. Harm is also done by Allah, caused by man’s actions.

% Feeling of Satisfaction Lx,J!

Imam Ash-Shafii was going around the Ka’ba and someone in front of him addressing Allah, said: “My Lord, are
You satisfied with me?” The Imam asked him: “Hey you, are you satisfied with Allah, for Him to be satisfied
with you?”

The man stopped and turned to address the Imam, and said: “Who are you, Allah’s blessing be on you? How
can | be satisfied with Him, when | hope for His satisfaction?”

The Imam said: “If your happiness in afflictions is the same as your happiness with bounties, then you are
satisfied with Allah!”.

The good and the bad come from Allah SWT, for a perfect wisdom, only He knows. Feeling satisfied with what
Allah sends our way in this world, the good and the bad, is a great feeling.

Hard tests elevate, more than easy tests. High ranks cannot be reached except with hard tests.

We will be tested in this world, to prove and improve our faith in Allah. We must be patient and trust in Allah,
in all circumstances.
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Ali-lmran 3:179 (beginning) - Allah would not leave the believers in that [state] you are in [presently]
until He separates the evil from the good.

s Types of Calamities

Allah’s punishment, is like a painful guest, arrives, then departs after driving man to repentance, or for a
Divine Wisdom.

Calamities are of various types:

e Revealing calamity: Prophets go through calamities to reveal the truth of the message they brought,

e Driving calamity: Drives believers back to Allah,

e Elevating calamity: Elevates the status of believers closer to Allah,

e Back-breaking calamities: Destroys unbelievers and tyrants,

e Deterrent calamities: Deters unbelievers, with some goodness in them, to cease their evil deeds and
harm.

These different types of calamities are at the disposal of Allah SWT, to use with Infinite Wisdom.

< Thank You, Allah!

All good or bad that Allah sends our way is for our benefit. We accept it sincerely and thank Allah in all
circumstances.

A parent who loves his child, then finds suspicious money in his possession that he stole from someone,
cannot let this infraction pass without teaching a tough lesson. The punishment is hard on the loving parent,
but necessary.

Inflicting pain on the ones we love is sometimes necessary for a greater good.

How many of us are convinced that our success in life, is partly due the strictness of our parents, and their
punishment, when deserved?

Allah SWT does not like for us to be humiliated, be hurt, be poor, or be deprived. In His Infinite Wisdom, He
sends calamities, for a wisdom only He knows.

What we are certain of, is that it is for our best interest!
We will summarize our relationship with Allah SWT on the day of judgement with: el oy 4l sl — Thank

you Allah, Lord of the worlds!
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Thank you, Allah, for all the good You provide us, out of Your bounties,

Thank you, Allah, for sending hardships that make us stronger,

Thank you, Allah, for punishing us in this world when we deserved it, to bring us back to You,
We belong to you, Allah, to do with us what You Will. We know only good can come from You!
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93. AN-NUR (THE LIGHT) ,gJ! il gl

Other translations: The Light, The llluminator, The One Who Reveals.

Linguistically

The name An-Nur comes from the root nin waw ra (L 3 0).
In Arabic language, Nur is light, regardless of the source. It is the medium that allows our eyes to see things.
Worldly light is of 2 types:

1. Physical light that can be sensed by the eyes, allowing us to see, like the light from the sun or moon,
2. Metaphorical light, like guidance that allows one to solve a problem. When one cannot solve a
problem, it feels like one is in a darkness, until guidance comes to illuminate the way out.

A common saying state: Knowledge is light (495 edaJl), leads one from darkness of ignorance to the light of
knowledge.

A canister with no label on it might contain dangerous materials. A label stating what is in it is a type of light
that illuminates its content.

An-Nur in the Quran

The name An-Nur appears once in the Quran.
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An-Nur 24:35 - Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. The example of His light is like a niche
within which is a lamp, the lamp is within glass, the glass as if it were a pearly [white] star lit from [the
oil of] a blessed olive tree, neither of the east nor of the west, whose oil would almost glow even if
untouched by fire. Light upon light. Allah guides to His light whom He wills. And Allah presents

examples for the people, and Allah is Knowing of all things.

+* Meaning 1: Evident One, Making everything evident

A property of light is it is evident in itself making other things evident—i.e. we can see it, and things become
apparent when the light hits them. A light reveals itself and reveals what it shines on.

Imam Ghazali said: Non-existence is darkness, while existence is light.
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Things that exist, are visible and evident. Things that do not exist are not evident, nor visible.

Allah SWT is Ever-Present and evident in His existence. Non-existence is not possible for Him. Allah SWT
brings things from the darkness of non-existence to the evident light of existence. Everything in creation is
evident and visible by the light of the Divine Self.

Therefore, Allah SWT is An-Nur: He exists and is evident, and makes all things exist and evident.

+* Meaning 2: Creates and Guides

Bringing things from non-existence to existence is Nur —i.e. they become evident and clear.
Giving things their properties, is also Nur —i.e. their role and function in life is evident and clear.

&333‘5 Wiglaldl 333 4ul - Allah is the light of the heavens and the earth, and the One Who brought them from
the darkness of non-existence, to the light of existence, and guided all creation to their role in life.

e Allah SWT illuminates the heavens with the Sun, the Moon, and the stars - a physical light.
e Allah SWT illuminates the hearts with His prophet Muhammad & - a spiritual light and guidance.
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Al-Hadid 57:28 - O you who have believed, fear Allah and believe in His Messenger; He will [then] give

you a double portion of His mercy and make for you a light by which you will walk and forgive you; and
Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.

e Allah SWT illuminates the hearts with His guidance.
e Allah SWT illuminates the hearts of His friends with His knowledge, love, and tawhid.
e Allah SWT illuminates His servants with the light of obedience and worship.

+* Meaning 3: Provider of Guidance

Ibn Abbas once commented of the name An-Nur: The Wise Guiding Light, Who points the way with His
guidance Whom He wills, illuminating what is right, and inspiring to follow it.

If one loses something in the dark, one will not be able to find it easily until the light is turned back on. The
light guides one to find what is lost.

The fact of our existence is hidden from some people:

e Why was man created, and for what purpose?
e What should man do? Eat, sleep, and procreate? Live and die?

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 412




e |Isthere a mission we are supposed to do?
e How should we live? Do good or bad?

All these questions make one feel like they are in complete darkness. Who guides us to the answers? Allah
SWT! Allah SWT sent a light for us, the Quran, to explain all these questions, and sheds light on our mission.
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Al-Ma’idah 5:15 - O People of the Scripture, there has come to you Our Messenger making clear to you
much of what you used to conceal of the Scripture and overlooking much. There has come to you from
Allah a light and a clear Book.

In this illuminating book, Allah SWT gave us the answers to all our questions, and laid a clear path leading to
safety.

Human nature hates uncertainty. When things are unclear or unknown, it makes us worry and anxious. When
they are known, we feel better. Many non-believers struggle and get depressed over things we know and
accept. Lack of guidance is a terrible thing!

The book of guidance that Allah sent is our user manual in this life. It gives clear instructions on how to stay
on the straight path, and reach the ultimate destination, the pleasure of Allah and paradise!

«* Surat An-Nur

The concept of Nur is so important, a surah in the Quran was named for it.

One may think the Surah was given this name because it has the verse stating Allah is the Light of heavens and
earth. It may be so, but looking at the verses of the Surah, one can see the theme of guidance, and rules for
an enlightened society.

This Surah contains many rules for the development of a society based on righteousness and morality.
It talks about:

e Male-female relations,

e Rules of proper dress for Muslim women,

e Rules for the punishment of adultery and fornication,

e Rules for punishment of those who slander or accuse others of adultery or fornication,
e Rules for entering homes,

e Rules for privacy in the home,

e Respect for the prophet, and duties to him, and the reward for it,

e Duties to Allah, His commands, and His guidance.
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Allah SWT is the only light of guidance of this universe.

An-Nur in Our Lives

+» Inventions and Inspirations

Researchers sometimes work long and hard, and one day “the light bulb comes on”. This is a popular
expression that has some roots.

Every invention is an inspiration from Allah SWT. It is a light that He gives someone to discover something
new. To receive this light, one must pay the price: Honest hard work!

Some have said that inventions are 99% hard work, and 1% inspiration. Hard work and dedication are the
price one must pay to receive this 1%.

Allah SWT does not deal with mankind based on their wishes but deals with them based on this honesty and
dedication in their work.

** A Clear Vision

Just as the eyes need light to see, the heart needs light from Allah to see the true nature of things.

A smart person, no matter how brilliant, without guidance from Allah, will make enormous mistakes. Arabs,
before Islam used to bury baby girls alive! Islam came with guidance to stop this practice.

A believer has light of guidance from His Lord, illuminating a path for him to success.
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At-Tahrim 66:8 (ending) - Their light will proceed before them and on their right; they will say, "Our
Lord, perfect for us our light and forgive us. Indeed, You are over all things competent."
An unbeliever is blind, living in darkness upon darkness.
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Taha 20:124 - And whoever turns away from My remembrance - indeed, he will have a depressed life,
and We will gather him on the Day of Resurrection blind."

When people fight the truth, it is as if they are trying to put off the light from Allah.
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As-Saf 61:8 - They want to extinguish the light of Allah with their mouths, but Allah will perfect His
light, although the disbelievers dislike it.

In this life, it is not the eyes that go blind, but the hearts.

Allah is Nur, Giver of light and guidance. When we attach our hearts to Him, He bestows from His light on us,
to give us peace, tranquility, rightness in decision and behavior.

A believer sees things clearly, in the bright light that Allah has provided, while unbelievers are blind and
cannot see. They wander aimlessly, bumping into everything and everyone.

This bright light illuminates even the smallest of details, such that a believer has no blind spots. This light
guides the actions, speech, and decision making.

** Worship and lllumination

Acts of worship, and closeness to Allah, invites illumination of a believer’s face.
505 d) * Ereb diasises
Al-Qiyamah 75:22/23 - [Some] faces, that Day, will be radiant, * Looking at their Lord.

Acts of worship result in the illumination of the face. This is a special blessing from Allah to beautify His
servants. It is not an illumination seen with the eyes, but felt, and hearts get drawn to it. To get this Divine
Light from Allah, we must be attached to Him, doing all we can to please Him.

This light illuminates the vision, so one sees the truth in everything:

e The hearing has Nur — he hears something, he can tell truth from falsehood, and learn from it,
e The vision has Nur — he sees Allah in His creation, while others just see the creation,

e His movement has Nur — he goes where it pleases Allah,

e His actions have Nur — he does what pleases Allah,

e His spending has Nur — he spends in Allah’s way.

This Divine Light illuminates the path to Allah’s pleasure, and acts as a guide to judge things by.

+* Our Duty to the Name An-Nur

Our duty to this name is to enlighten ourselves with knowledge and guidance from Allah, and then
enlighten others. The only light is the light of Allah and the guidance of His prophet.

We must work towards a righteous and enlightened society and be a guiding light for others.
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94. AL-HADI (THE GUIDE) $3lg)! il ool

Other translations: The Guide, The Leader, The Guide to the Right Path, The Bestower of Guidance.

Linguistically

The name Al-Hadi comes from the root ha dal ya ($ » ), with the following classical meanings:

e to show, with kindness, the proper path,
e to guide on the right path until reaching the destination,
e tolead the right way.

Hidayah in the Arabic language is the guidance to the correct way, in a gentle manner.

The Arabs used to call the guide who they used in their travels — Hadli, because he guided them to the correct
road gently. Gentleness is the key point: Guidance not by force or harsh manner.

At the time of migration from Madinah, the prophet £ and Abu Bakr were on the way and they met a rider.
The rider knew Abu Bakr but did not know the prophet. He asked who he was. Abu Bakr does not lie. He said
“He is a Hadi, he guides the way for me” s/l G2, o Id®. Abu Bakr was truthful without exposing the
prophet &5.

Al-Hadi in The Quran

The name Al-Hadi appears explicitly in the Quran. The action of Divine guidance is mentioned in many verses.
ey Golb €5y 0455

Al-Furgan 25:31 (ending) - But sufficient is your Lord as a guide and a helper.

+* Meaning 1: Guidance of Al-Hadi

Al-Hadi is the One Who guides His creation to what is best for them, in four ways of Hidayah:

1. A general guidance to all creation to perform their designated function in life. Allah instilled this
guidance in everything (B::8,b),

2. Guidance to believing in Allah (Iman). Allah shows us the way to His pleasure. This is built-into our
nature (Qobyb)

3. Success to increasing in guidance (&«s5),

4. Guidance to His Paradise (d=J!).
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1-General Guidance

Allah guides every created thing to their role in life, and the reason they were created for.

(3b 5 4Bl o0s% O ofasl 1 B JB* (sl § &35 0 UG

Taha 20:49-50 - [Pharaoh] said, "So who is the Lord of you two, O Moses?" * He said, "Our Lord is He
who gave each thing its form and then guided [it]."

This guidance is built-in for every creature - the guidance to how to live and perform their function.

Migrating birds travel for thousands of miles and reach the exact point every time with no deviation.
Scientists still cannot figure out exactly how the birds do it. Pigeons will find their way back home no matter
where you release them from. They used them to carry messages in old times.

This inability to explain or understand is a sign of the greatness of the Creator.

Ponder this: The One Who guides these creatures, which are lower in status than humans, will surely guide
man. No one can logically make the claim that Allah has not guided them when they go astray! It is the
desires that mask this guidance.

2-Guidance to Believing in Allah

Allah Who guided all creatures, has guided Man also.

80y dalaall 33 9fs5 . g o 15983805 Cadll gl oJ& 453G15 445555 194l o0 P3T 3 0o 25 351 313
Al-A’raf 7:172 - And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of Adam - from their loins - their
descendants and made them testify of themselves, [saying to them], "Am | not your Lord?" They said,
"Yes, we have testified." [This] - lest you should say on the day of Resurrection, "Indeed, we were of
this unaware."

Allah SWT had done something better for humans. He planted the ability to know and love Him SWT in our
nature, to recognize He is our creator. This is called Fitra. Allah has planted in us the ability to know right
from wrong, good from evil.

°

BI3a55 tbjgaes 4agll * b1 3 iy
Ash-Shams 91-7/8 - And [by] the soul and He who proportioned it * And inspired it [with discernment
of] its wickedness and its righteousness,

Right after doing wrong, we will feel it and know it is wrong. We will feel uncomfortable, sad, and depressed.
This is from the guidance Allah SWT instilled in our nature.
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Al-Qiyamah 75:14 - Rather, man, against himself, will be a witness,

The human consciousness is very sensitive. We know right from wrong, even when we choose to ignore the
internal warnings. The face gets red, the uneasy feeling sets in, we sweat, the heart starts beating faster - all
internal signs are telling us something is wrong.

When we do something good, we are comfortable and happy, smiling, relaxed and content. Some people
succeed in turning off their fitra with sins.

3-Increase in Guidance

Getting closer to Allah SWT with good deeds will cause an increase in guidance from Him.

o~
PRI
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Muhammad & 47:17 - And those who are guided — He increases them in guidance and gives them their
righteousness.

The more we seek guidance, the more Al-Hadi will increase His guidance.

Allah sends us Ramadan, for example, so we can increase in guidance and come closer to Him. Prayers,
charity, knowledge, and helping others are all ways to increase in guidance.

4-Guidance to Paradise
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Al-A’raf 7:43 (partial) - And they will say, "Praise to Allah, who has guided us to this; and we would
never have been guided if Allah had not guided us. Certainly, the messengers of our Lord had come
with the truth."

When the believers set foot in Heaven, they will thank Allah Who guided them to His paradise.

Al-Hadi in Our Lives

+* Ways to Get Guidance

Allah SWT has given man many ways to attain guidance:
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1. Our Fitra —the built-in mechanism planted at the time of creation.

2. The Universe — it puts us in direct contact with the Majesty and Greatness of The Creator.
Contemplating creation is one of the oldest acts of worship that guides to Allah. We know Allah SWT
with our minds.

3. Revelations: The Quran and Allah’s books that He revealed for our guidance.
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Al-Ahgaf 46:30 - They [Jinn] said, "O our people, indeed we have heard a [recited] Book revealed after
Moses confirming what was before it which guides to the truth and to a straight path.

Al-Isra 17:9 - Indeed, this Qur'an guides to that which is most suitable and gives good tidings to the
believers who do righteous deeds that they will have a great reward.

The Universe guides to the realization that there is a Great and Powerful Creator, and His books guide to the
ways of worshipping Him. We need both to be guided!

The mind by itself will not provide complete guidance. Reading the Quran without using our minds will not
help either. We need both!

4. Allah SWT guides through other people. Allah made guiding others a highly rewarding act. It is the job
of the prophets and the highest acts of worship — Da’wa.

ekl o (33 083 Bl (e il J] B3 as Y38 bhast a9

Fussilat 41:33 - And who is better in speech than one who invites to Allah and does righteousness and
says, "Indeed, | am of the Muslims."

5. Allah guides with His Acts. Allah SWT puts us through events that result in guidance.

Take the example of Umar Bin Al-Khattab and how he became a Muslim. The companions used to say that the
donkey of Umar’s father had a better chance of becoming a Muslim than Umar.

Guidance happened gently in several phases:

Phase 1: Umar had a girl slave who believed and was strong in her faith. He used to torture her until he would
get exhausted. She would taunt him that Allah has made him weak and tired, while keeping her firm and
strong. Something moved in his heart.

Phase 2: Umar heard that the prophet was asking Allah to guide one of the two Umars (him and Abu Jahl) to
Islam. Another thing moved in his heart.
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Phase 3: Umar wanted to go out drinking one night but could not find anyone to drink with. Something inside
told him to go to the Haram and make Tawaf. There, he found the prophet praying alone. He snuck up behind
him and started listening. The prophet was reciting surat Al-Haaqgah (69) softly but Umar could hear it.

Umar said to himself, this is the saying of a poet. The prophet recited:
ug-my V) W)ﬂlﬁv J3& 3 L3 - And it is not the word of a poet; little do you believe.
Umar was surprised, then said to himself, this is the saying of a soothsayer. The prophet recited:
59555 & )lg-@u-b\f J3& Y3 - Nor the word of a soothsayer; little do you remember.
Then Umar was exclaiming to himself, then whose words are these? The prophet recited:
ngwl &y oo UAJM - A revelation from the Lord of the Worlds!

Umar said that Islam entered his heart that night.

Allah guided Umar to Him gently. It was a series of steps to firm the guidance in his heart. If guidance came in
suddenly, it would have been rejected.

Allah does not want to leave any excuse for anyone not to be guided. Allah wants us to be guided, and He will
help the ones who are willing to follow the guidance.

< The Straight Path - esd3is bl

When guidance (Hidayah) is mentioned, there must be a path to guide to.
Uil 3di 3b5 351 Uk vl
Al-Ahzab (ending) 33:4 - ...but Allah says the truth, and He guides to the [right] way.

Allah is Al-Hadi. He guides His creation to the path of good, and to their role in life.

e 5%

pediis blno J| HAS ob G139 3L 413 ] 9235 Al
Yunus 10:25 - And Allah invites to the Home of Peace and guides whom He wills to a straight path.
Allah SWT mentions about His path is that it is a straight path. Why straight?

A straight path is:

e Simple and direct,

e Shortest distance,

e FEasy to follow and sure to reach the destination,
e Will not get lost.

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 420




The entire Universe is guided to glorify Allah SWT. By following Allah’s guidance, we will be in sync with the
universe — going with the flow and not against it.

If we go opposite to the direction of the Universe, we will be exhausted and frustrated!

Al

Narrated An-Nawwas bin Sam'an Al-Kilabi: that the Messenger of Allah (£8) said:

@3
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"Indeed, Allah has made a parable of the straight path: At the sides of the path there are walls with
open doors, each door having a curtain. There is a caller at the head of the path calling, and a caller
above it calling. And Allah invites to the abode of peace and guides whomever He wills to the straight
path. The doors which are on the sides of the path are the Hudud (legal limitations) of Allah; no one
breaches the boundaries of Allah except that curtain is lifted, and the one calling from above it is his
Lord." [At-Tirmithi—- Grade: Sahih]

This summarizes the entire concept: Stick to the straight path and follow Allah’s guidance and your Fitra, and
do not stray from the path by crossing the boundaries Allah has set, so as to reach the destination — Paradise.

e The curtain may be beautiful and written on it “Fashion” and behind it is nudity.
e The curtain may be beautiful and written on it “Be a man” and behind it are drugs and alcohol.
e The curtain may be beautiful and written on it “Love” and behind it is adultery and immorality.

The doors have beautiful covers, but what is behind them are sins and misery. Do not open them, and stick to
the straight path.

The path Allah chose for us, He named it As-Sirat. This is the same name He chose for the path over Hellfire
leading to Paradise, as if to tell us: it is the same path extending from this world all the way to Paradise.

This path is straight and true!

We have the choice of how fast we want to cross this dark Sirat, which is as thin as a hair and as sharp as a
blade. If we stay on the straight path in this world, Allah SWT will guide us to be firm and quick on the Sirat on
the day of judgement and provide us with light. Some will pass like lightning, some will walk, some will crawl,
and some will be caught and pulled into Hell — May Allah save us from this torment!

+* Three Messages from Al-Hadi

Al-Hadi to the sinners: It is a call to come back to the straight path of Allah and be guided.
Al-Hadi to the believers: Believing is not the end of guidance. It is just the beginning to increase in guidance.

Al-Hadi to the people who work for Allah and guide others to His way: Be gentle in your guidance!

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 421




95. AL-BADI’ (THE ORIGINATOR) g1 «ill !

Other translations: The Originator, The Unprecedented and Incomparable Inventor.

Linguistically

The name Al-Badi’ comes from the root ba dal ‘ayn (¢ 3 <), with the following classical meanings:

e tointroduce, originate, innovate - g,
e to bring into existence without a prior example - g,
e to be amazing, outstanding, incomparable - gl

Al-Badi’ in The Quran

The name Al-Badi’ appears twice in the Quran, with reference to originating the heavens and earth.

k] s, %
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Al-Bagarah 2:117 - Originator of the heavens and the earth. When He decrees a matter, He only says to
it, "Be," and it is.

< Meaning 1: Incomparable

Allah SWT is Badi’ in His Divine Self and Attributes, perfect with no like or rival.
Pt £ih U 3h3usish I Bldadintio 4 oS0 33 U3 4 685 (BlypVis LIseidl g

Al-An’am 6:101 - [He is] Originator of the heavens and the earth. How could He have a son when He
does not have a companion and He created all things? And He is, of all things, Knowing.

Allah SWT is Badi’. He created all things in existence without a prior example, similarity, or instructions. His
creation is unique, varied, and harmonious.

Allah SWT is Badi’ in His Divine Acts. Man is always amazed at the ways Allah disposes affairs.

% Meaning 2: Creator and Originator

The Originator of the heavens and the earth, meaning their Creator and Originator, done in the best of ways,
with the most marvelous of creations, in amazing and perfect order, structure, and harmony. They were
created with no prior example to copy from - original.
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Innovations by Man do not fit the definition of Badi’, since Man’s innovations try to mimic God’s creation.
Planes were modeled after birds but fail to reach the level of sophistication of a real one.

All innovations by Man, are inspired by Allah’s original creation.

+* Meaning 3: Originality of Creation

Al-Badi’ SWT created this universe from nothing and without an initial example. It is all original.
Everything in existence is created perfectly for the role it was created for:

e Planets are spherical, rotate around an axis, and have orbits,

e Metals have constant properties, each type having their own melting point for example,
e Air and water sustain life,

e Leaves come in all different shapes, with no duplication, even in the same tree.

This is the magnificence of Allah’s creation — Al-Badi’ SWT, all perfect and original.

¢ Meaning 4: Infinite Creativity

Allah’s creativity is infinite and limitless, while Man’s creativity is limited.

Car designers, for example, may come up with a few original designs. After a while, they run out of ideas and
go back to the old designs and make variations. Man has limited creativity.

Al-Badi’ is infinitely creative. There are no two people who are identical on this earth, each with a unique
look, fingerprints, scent, voice, DNA, or personality.

Man has yet to fully document all the creatures on this planet like insects, birds, and fish. New creatures are
constantly discovered, hidden in forests or deep in the oceans.

There are so many species of fish, discovered to date, with all imaginable shapes and sizes. The same can be
said about birds and insects.

The variety and uniqueness of creation demonstrate the power, beauty, and originality of Al-Badi’.

+* Note: Creativity and Heresy

Doing something new, not done before, is called innovating - gd-gi . Innovation is called dsds.

Innovation (de4s) carries two meanings in Arabic language, and in Islamic law:

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 423




In language, it refers to a newly invented thing. This can be good or bad, depending on how it is used.

A camera is a good invention if used for appropriate things like capturing natural scenes. It is a bad invention
when used to take pictures of forbidden things.

In Islamic law, newly introduced things to the religion are of two types: good and bad.

Creative methods that are useful, like loud speakers and central heating, do not contradict the basics of
Islamic law, and are considered good innovations duw> deus,

Heresy, or bad innovations, are the ones that contradict Islamic law. These are very destructive and pose a
danger to the faith duwd! deudl,

Islam must be protected from modifications: additions, subtractions, and re-interpretations that contradict
the laws set by The Creator. This guarantees that the faith we adhere to today, is the same faith revealed to
the prophet.

% Similar Names

The name Al-Badi’ (The Originator) g244l is close in meaning to the name Al-Mubdi’ (The Initiator) (s4«sJl, and
sometimes used interchangeably.

Quran commentaries indicated a slight difference between the two attributes:

e Al-Mubdi’ s4xdl emphasizes the initiation of creation,
e Al-Badi’ @4J! emphasizes the awesome innovation and originality of such creation.

Al-Badi’ in Our Lives

+» Be Creative

Innovations and creativity are the ways civilizations advance. Hard work and belief in Allah SWT invite Divine
inspiration and support in advancing mankind.

Being able to innovate is a blessing from Allah. Allah SWT created Man to be individual and unique, and
allowed him to innovate within limits.

Allah SWT created plants and animals, in such a way to allow Man to innovate. The ability to cross breed and
do genetic manipulations are examples of Allah’s favors on Man in allowing him to innovate in Allah’s creation.

Coming up with new ways to help humanity, for the sake of Allah, is a source of great reward, and is
considered one of the ways to continue earning rewards after death.
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Allah SWT allowed us to innovate in His creation but did not allow us to innovate in His Religion.

s Beware of Heresy

We must constantly be on guard to protect our faith from bad innovations. Bad innovations in faith, are the
ones with no basis in Quran, Sunnah, or in the collective agreement of the Ummah.

Knowledge of Quran and Sunnah are needed more than ever in the current environment of information
overload. There is a lot of bad information getting shared on social media. Without knowledge, people will
believe it, follow it, and go astray.

We need to develop an intellect that can distinguish between creativity and heresy, based on deep
understanding of Quran and Sunnah.

+* Sources of Knowledge

Man will always have three sources of information, regarding matters of faith:

e The words of Allah - The Quran,
e The example of the prophet - The Sunnah,
e Compilations from scholars or intellectuals.

The Quran

The Quran is Allah’s words and the undisputable source of the truth. Our duty to the Quran is only to
understand it and implement it. No verification is required, because it is the absolute truth.

The Sunnah

With Sunnah, we must verify the authenticity of the narrations, and then try to understand the message.
Hadith does not have the certainty of the Quran, since its authenticity is probable. It is accepted if it is
supported by the Quran or rejected if it conflicts with the Quran.

Other Sources

All other sources, other that Quran and Sunnah, are open to error. We must verify the content, understand it
based of the author’s intent, then evaluate it according to Quran and Sunnah.

This is the scale one must follow when faced with new, or previously not known, information. All information
pertaining to the faith, must be carefully inspected and verified to avoid introducing or spreading heresy.
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96. AL-BAQ|I (THE EVERLASTING) 3! <l gl

Other translations: The Everlasting, The Eternal, The Ever-Enduring.

Linguistically

The name Al-Bagi comes from the root ba qaf ya ($ & <), with the following classical meanings:

e to remain, continue, endure — (2,
e to be permanent, everlasting, constant —gél-},
e opposite of perish and cease to exist - sb&ll,

Al-Baqi in The Quran

The name Al-Bagi does not appear explicitly in the Quran, but the topic of Divine Endurance is mentioned.

8515 A% 413 Taha 20:73 (ending) - And Allah is better and more enduring.

< Meaning 1: Everlasting

The nature of creation is to perish, while the nature of Allah is to remain and never perish. Endurance (s\&J!)
and self-existence, are attributes of the Divine Self, as the existence of Allah is required for creation to exist
and continue.

p135Y15 UMl 5 @i s o5 * 0 (Gt (e 8

Ar-Rahman 55:26/27 - Everyone upon the earth will perish, * And there will remain the Face of your
Lord, Owner of Majesty and Honor.

Allah’s existence is required and is from His Divine Self — He does not need any external help to exist.

Man comes into existence from non-existence, then dies and goes into non-existence again. Time chips away
at Man’s existence, until he perishes.

Allah SWT is Al-Baqi, remains after all His creation has perished. He exists without a beginning, and endures
without an end, ever constant in His power and existence.

Allah must exist, for His creation to exist. Our existence depends on Allah providing us with the soul and
allowing us to exist. Once the soul is taken, we cease to exist.
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¢ Meaning 2: Enduring

Allah SWT created time and is not encompassed by it. His Power and Ability is ever constant, unchanged, and
unaffected by time.

Man, starts weak, gets stronger, then gets weak again; starts with no knowledge, gets knowledge and
experience with age. Constancy is not a property of creation.

Allah SWT is the same, before the beginning, and after the end — unchanged and unaffected in His Divine Self
and Attributes. He is Al-Baqi.

Al-Baqi in Our Lives

+* Choose Enduring Things

If someone gives you the option to use a car for an hour, or to own a bicycle, one would choose the bicycle
because it is more enduring and lasting.

Allah SWT tells us in the Quran that the hereafter is more enduring and everlasting, while this life is
temporary.

oBly 75 855915

Al-A’la 87:17 - While the Hereafter is better and more enduring.

People who prefer this temporary life, over the everlasting life, have questionable intelligence. It does not
make sense to follow fleeting desires, at the expense of the hereafter.

Our duty to this name, is to focus our limited time on what endures after death, and not on what ends at
death. What Allah has in store for us is enduring and everlasting. We must not sacrifice the enduring for the
temporary.

+» Self-Preservation

Man, is created with strong desires to live long and hate death. Self-preservation and continuation pre-
occupies man’s existence.

Believers, who faithfully remain on the straight path, accomplish this goal when they, by Allah’s Grace,
are admitted to paradise to remain forever.

Unbelievers will wish they would die, and their torment would stop. They will have no such relief!
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If a person gets a summon to show up for an investigation by the authorities, he will not be able to sleep,
worrying about the outcome.

What about Allah’s questioning we will go through on the day of judgement?

o 535E

Oslasj 1936 G * oaa RILLD lid
Al-Hijr 15:92/93 - So by your Lord, We will surely question them all * About what they used to do.

We must prepare for that day in this life. We must move about in this life, with an eye towards what is
waiting for us.

¢ Enduring Good Deeds

Man, in this world has three things: wealth, family, and deeds. Death comes and separates man from his
wealth and family. The deeds are the only things that will accompany him to the grave.

e [f the deeds were good, they will be a wonderful companion.
e |If the deeds were evil, they will be an evil companion, may Allah protect us!

In this life, there are limits to worldly things. No matter how much money we have, we can only eat so much,
we can only ride one car at a time, we can wear one pair of clothing at a time.

The deeds we do for the hereafter are limitless. The more we do, the more the reward is.

It is good to have a nice house, eat a nice meal, and enjoy this life. However, death brings an end to this
enjoyment.

Calling to Allah’s way, helping the community, promoting peace and harmony, and all acts done for Allah’s
pleasure will endure. Their effect will only be realized after death.

A date given in charity can grow to be as big as the mountain of Uhud in reward on the day of judgement.

Imagine, for example, the surprise of finding the good deeds of a million people in your book of deeds —
because of guiding someone, and all the people who benefitted from that person.

¢ Obedience to Allah is Enduring

The word 4&s comes from the same root, and has the meaning of obedience.

g inads o8 0 (80 5 ol Ess
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Hud 11:86 - What remains [lawful] from Allah is best for you, if you would be believers. But | am not a
guardian over you."

Allah SWT created Man with desires that must be kept in check. Earning what remains, involves managing
desires in the ways that Allah has prescribed.

Lawful earnings, beautiful manners, chastity, obedience, all will have expected reward from Allah. This reward
is ever-lasting and enduring.

1355 A% G155 €5 due A3 SLaN GEbLI5.sab 1335h1 Guddl 4 Juis

Maryam 19:76 - And Allah increases those who were guided, in guidance, and the enduring good deeds
are better to your Lord for reward and better for recourse.

There is no agreement on what these &BJUal &L3LI (enduring good deeds) are. Some said they are the
five prescribed prayers, others said they are A51 <ui3, <ul ﬁ; 4| Y3, 4y dasdly, Ul oLk, They are the
good deeds that have an enduring reward in the hereafter.

The pleasure from sin is short-lived, but its punishment is enduring. The difficulty of obedience is short-lived,
but the reward is enduring.

A believer always considers the enduring benefit, and not the temporary.

% Evil Times

Nowadays, believers experience many difficulties. Temptations and evil are widespread and easy to get. We
live in a time described by the prophet as “holding on to faith, is like holding on to a burning coal”.

Most people will focus on the perishing glitter of this world. The smart ones will love Allah the most, and busy
themselves with what will endure.

We must exert all effort to stay on the straight path, and hope for the enduring reward from Allah, awaiting
His obedient servants.
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97. AL-WARITH (THE INHERITOR) <&lgJ! ] !

Other translations: The Inheritor of All, The Supreme Heir.

Linguistically

The name Al-Warith comes from the root waw ra tha (& y 9), with the following classical meanings:

e toinherit- &3,
e to be an heir, survivor - &3,
)
e to be the owner or sustainer after someone, heritage — < .

In human terms, inheritance is the transfer of ownership of possessions and wealth from the deceased to the
heirs. It is also used for transfer of power when a ruler dies for example.

Al-Warith in The Quran

The name Al-Warith appears explicitly in the Quran.
DSy 555 Ll (@ 55 B1s
Al-Hijr 15:23 - And indeed, it is We who give life and cause death, and We are the Inheritor.
235 gl Siie s
Ali-Imran 3:180 (partial) - And to Allah belongs the heritage of the heavens and the earth.

This name is related to the name Al-Baqi (The Everlasting) and has a similar meaning since inheritance implies
survival.

% Meaning 1: The One Who Remains after His Creation Perishes

In human terms, the one who is still alive, inherits the ones who die. Allah is Ever-Existent and does not die, so
He will inherit everything, as His creation perishes.

Al-Warith SWT, is Al-Bagi: The One Who remains after all His creation cease to exist.

We can get a sense of this fact in our lifetime. We enter a nice house, built by someone who passed a long
time ago. The inheritors are enjoying it. When they pass on, their inheritors will enjoy it, until Allah inherits
the heavens and earth.

Allah inherits all, and none can inherit from Allah, as He is Ever-Existent.
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¢ Meaning 2: Inherits All Things

Osaz3h Gty Ge (o5 0o & (5 4)
Maryam 19:40 - Indeed, it is We who will inherit the earth and whoever is on it, and to Us they will be
returned.

5990 s <l Jy O
Ash-Shuraa 42:53 (ending) - Unquestionably, to Allah do [all] matters evolve.
Where are these matters before they return to Allah? Scholars answered: all matters are always with Allah.

All things are always with Allah and return to Him. Ignorant people think matters of this life are in the hands
of powerful people. On the day of judgement, it will become clear that all matters were always with Allah,
and always return to Him.

+* Meaning 3: Owner of Everything

Allah SWT is Maalik Al-Mulk — The Owner of all that exist, could exist, or would ever exist, with no expiration
time for His ownership. He SWT, allows some of His creation to own some things temporarily, out of His great
bounty.

His creation will die, while He remains forever. Therefore, He inherits all, and ownership of everything returns
to Him.

SR a3l 3t GUAT e 2o o A1 JB 0h5 Yiodi9))6 b £33
Ghafir 40:16 - The Day they come forth nothing concerning them will be concealed from Allah. To
whom belongs [all] sovereignty this Day? To Allah, the One, the Prevailing.

Everything in our possession, belongs to Allah, and is a trust from Him to test us with.

If you leave town and come back 30 years later, you will see different names on shops, different owners who
inherited the business from others. The cycle continues until Allah inherits the heavens and earth, and all that
isin them.

% Meaning 4: Causes Others to Inherit - &9

Allah SWT gave the believers as an inheritance in this life, the property and land of the unbelievers.
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Al-Ahzab 33:27 - And He caused you to inherit their land and their homes and their properties and a
land which you have not trodden. And ever is Allah, over all things, competent.

Al-Warith SWT also gave the believers the inheritance of paradise.
Galalt 337 abLpLES s sl e 1565 a5 Ghsaly bk GBis (sl iy Jasdi 1163

Az-Zumar 39:74 - And they will say, "Praise to Allah, who has fulfilled for us His promise and made us
inherit the earth [so] we may settle in Paradise wherever we will. And excellent is the reward of
[righteous] workers."

Allah SWT made good deeds in this world the price of the hereafter. This statement by the believers in
heaven, is like someone successful, looking back at his life, the education he received, the hard work, all that
got him to where he is.

If Allah did not bring the believers to this world, allowed them to know Him and worship Him, helped them
perform good deeds, and forgave their shortcomings, they would not be in paradise.

** Note: Inheritance of this Earth

OeSLall Gsatis Wy a3 O ST01 a5 o ys3i § GES 33
Al-Anbiya 21:105 - And We have already written in the book [of Psalms] after the [previous] mention
that the land [of Paradise] is inherited by My righteous servants.

Some scholars suggested the word &sadlall, as not in the conventional meaning of “righteous”, but in the
general meaning of “fit to operate and manage”, by establishing justice.

Inheritance of this earth is given to the ones able to operate it with justice, even if they are non-believers.

Allah will take ownership from believers and give it to others, if believers are unjust, or unqualified. Justice is
the basis for this inheritance.

+* Related Names

Al-Baqi — The Everlasting — Exists before everything and remains after everything perishes.
Al-Maalik — The Owner of all things.

Al-Malik — The King. The ownership of all things belongs to Allah. He is the Creator and the Owner of all that
is in existence.
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Al-Warith in Our Lives

«* Tawhid

Man’s ownership of things is temporary. All things are owned by Allah, and Man is entrusted with them.

Tawhid teaches us this fact: What is in our hands, belongs to Allah, given to us as a trust for a short time. We
will be questioned about what we do with this trust in this life.

48 il (Slax e 1584515 4955 <l Ikl
Al-Hadid 57:7 (beginning) - Believe in Allah and His Messenger and spend out of that in which He has
made you successors.

All we have is a trust from Allah. He is aware of what we do with it and will judge us accordingly.

A Bedouin was once asked: How many camels do you own? He replied: Allah Has with me 7 camels. This is
the correct answer for this question, as Allah is the Owner of all things in existence.

All things are from Him and not from skills or effort, and will return to Him. If we understand this name, we
will treat all possessions as a trust from Allah, and take full account of our actions, before we are brought to
account.

s Worldly Inheritance

The best of humanity, prophet Muhammad &8, did not leave any material wealth behind. He left a wealth of
knowledge and guidance. Such is the inheritance of the prophets AS.

Getting material wealth in this life is a blessing from Allah, or a trial, depending on how we use it. He gave the
most wealth to Qarun, then destroyed him.

Getting a wealth of knowledge is the greatest blessing, and a sign of love from Allah — to be given from what
was given to the prophets.

@ 9 -

il (5335 U U8 ladey WS- BULST BIAT A5 3

Yusuf 12:22 - And when Joseph reached maturity, We gave him judgment and knowledge. And thus We
reward the doers of good.

If our share in this life was correct knowledge, deep understanding of Allah, a sound heart, good deeds, and
dedication to Allah, then we are given a portion of the prophet’s inheritance, and a great bounty from Allah.

Blessed and fortunate, are the ones who take a share of this inheritance
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How do we receive a share of judgement and knowledge, mentioned in the verse above?

The clue is in the ending of the verse. Being a doer of good with excellence, will earn one a portion of this
blessing.

+ Prepare for the Hereafter

We will live in this world for an appointed time and will inevitably get consumed with the needs of this world.

However, we must not lose sight of our destination. Preparing for the hereafter in this life, is the inheritance
that will be of most benefit. Many people spend years building and furnishing elaborate homes only to die
before ever setting foot in them.

What have we prepared for the hereafter? What will we answer Allah SWT when He asks us what we did for
His sake? After all, He gave us existence, health, wealth, and many bounties from Him.

e Did we love His friends, and hate His enemies?
e Did we spend our wealth, time, and effort in His way?
e Or did we just enjoy this life?

Destitute people are the ones who depart this life with no provisions for the next. Smart people spend their
life preparing for the day they depart this life to the eternal residence, with good deeds and obedience to
Allah SWT.

What is better is when the person becomes an institution, and leaves behind others who will continue the
good deeds, so their good work does not end after their death.

+ A Great Supplication

A great supplication attributed to the prophet:
o 9 laglazrly g pag (pom Gaiko pgl
O Allah, make me enjoy my hearing and sight, and make them inherit me. [At-Tirmithi]
If someone loses their sight, it is said that they inherited their sight — the sight passed on before they did.

The supplication is a plea to Allah to make us enjoy our hearing and sight until we die, and they inherit us, and
not the other way around.
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98. AR-RASHEED (THE RIGHTEOUS GUIDE) dxy! il !

Other translations: The Director to the Right Way, The Guide to the Right Path.

Linguistically

The name Ar-Rasheed comes from the root ra shin dal (> g »), with the following classical meanings:

e to be directed or led to the right path - &3,
e to adopt the right path — ~&,

e sound judgement - X&),

e to be wise and right minded - &),

Righteous guidance - &), is the opposite of misguidance &) or JSuall,

Righteousness is when one moves in a correct manner, to reach the desired noble goal in the shortest path
possible, without getting lost or wandering aimlessly.

The guide who directs to the right path is called Murshid 134 3.

The root refers primarily to being directed to, or set upon, the appointed right path with certainty of the
intended outcome.

Ar-Rasheed in The Quran

The name Ar-Rasheed does not appear explicitly in the Quran, but the name Murshid is mentioned.
Nidise B3 & i I ) (e3igall 345 4 03 o3

Al-Kahf 18:17 (ending) - He whom Allah guides is the [rightly] guided, but he whom He leaves astray -
never will you find for him a protecting guide.

Raashid 241, is One with the correct vision, like having a bright light to see clearly in the dark, guiding to
safety from dangers and pitfalls.

Murshid 24 x4, is the guided one, who guides others to the right path — the righteous teacher or guide.

Rasheed &, is the excessive form of Raashid &1, in quantity and quality, denoting one who directs and
guides perfectly and completely.

Ar-Rasheed is the highest form of the root, fitting for the Most High, instead of Murshid.

A correct vision is the central theme of this name, leading one to steadfastness and the straight path.
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«» Allah’s Perfect Attributes

All Divine Acts are rightly guided and perfect in execution and outcome. Allah’s knowledge, wisdom, mercy,
and ability are all perfect and absolute.

A judge may rule correctly in 99 out of 100 cases, and still be considered just. For man, perfection is relative.

The perfection of Allah is absolute. Not even one person in a population of 7 billion can be unjustly treated by
Allah, because His justice is absolute and perfect.

This perfection gives man the peace of mind that a Capable, Just, and Wise Lord, oversees all affairs.

+* Meaning 1: Guides with Wisdom

Allah is All-Wise and knows the outcome of all actions. He guides His creation with His commands and acts.
All His legislations are good, wise, and guide to what is best for the one who follows them. Allah’s guidance
cannot lead one to anything but good. All things move according to His plan, with order and wisdom, to their
finality.

¢ Meaning 2: Guides to the Right Path, and Eternal Happiness

Allah is the righteous teacher who ordains righteousness for all creatures. He leads all matters to their finality
in a perfect, wise, and orderly way, without needing any assistance.

Raashid &1 describes the Divine Self. Murshid 2& s describes the Divine Acts.

A parent is a Murshid & » for his children. He stops them from harming themselves and directs them to
safety.

Allah’s guidance leads to what is best, away from harm. It sets one on the straight path and shows the way
forward. He SWT teaches man all he needs to know to be successful in this life and in the next, and guides to
the straight path that leads to His pleasure, and man’s ultimate success.

Allah SWT inspires the hearts of His servants, and makes them receptive to His commands, eager to please
Him.

¢ Meaning 3: Guides His Servants to Himself

Allah SWT guides some of His servants to the greatest bounty of knowing Him. It is a great blessing to know
who our Lord is, what He wants from us, and what our role in this life is.
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He guides us to His pleasure, and to our eternal happiness.

+* Methods of Guidance

Al-Quran

Ar-Rasheed SWT guides His servants with His book of guidance, Al-Quran, to what is best for them.

O9aud oy - 21 O ) 55 QU3 g3 19422555 oyl e gwasd Cra3all U9

An-Nur 24:30 - Tell the believing men to reduce [some] of their vision and guard their private parts.
That is purer for them. Indeed, Allah is Acquainted with what they do.

This verse, for example, is providing righteous guidance in matters of male-female interaction, as to what the
proper behavior is. Implementing the directions, lead to happiness and success.

Sunnah
Guidance comes from the way of the prophet, the Sunnah.
93 551 3h OfF L3l B (et 63
An-Najm 53:3/4 - Nor does he speak from [his own] inclination. * It is not but a revelation revealed.
The prophet’s guidance comes from Allah SWT, and guides to what is best.

Narrated Buraydah ibn al-Hasib: The Prophet (£) said to Ali:

s—wﬂz—wﬂ&iﬁy@}ag

O Ali do not take a second look, (because) while you are not to blame for the first, you have no right to
the second. [Tirmithi]

53591 &l Eaadly Job1 &l S

Divine Acts
Sometimes, guidance comes in the form of a punishment from Allah.

When man disobeys Allah and follows his desires, Allah SWT guides him back to the straight path with an
affliction, sickness, or another punishment.

Four Stages of Guidance

Allah SWT guides all of us one way or another, when we go astray. There are four types of corrections, one
should expect.
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Stage 1: A gentle reminder

A gentle reminder guides smart people to course-correct — like something they hear in a sermon, or from a
knowledgeable person, or from reading Quran and Sunnah. They correct their actions and return to the
straight path willingly.

Stage 2: An affliction

For ones who do not heed the gentle reminders, a stronger message is sent from Allah in the form of a
sickness, an affliction, or a problem. This difficulty makes one stop, evaluate, and return to Allah.

Stage 3: Luring with Bounties

If an affliction does not lead to guidance, one may be given good things, not from the pleasure of Allah, but a
lure. If the person in thankful, and returns to Allah, then guidance is achieved.

Stage 4: Destruction

When the prior three stages are not enough to convince one to mend their ways and return to Allah, then one
should wait for the final guidance in the form of destruction. Pharaoh is one example of this stage.

+* Related Names

Al-Hakeem (The All-Wise): The name Ar-Rasheed carries the meaning of Al-Hakeem (The All-Wise). All
guidance is done in the correct way, with wisdom.

Al-Hadi (The Guide): He provides continuing guidance, leadership, and direction, with kindness, along the path
until the goal is achieved.

Ar-Rashid refers to being directed to, or set upon, the appointed right path with supreme certainty of the
intended outcome.

A correct vision is common to the names Ar-Rasheed (The Righteous Guide) and Al-Hakim (The Wise).

Ar-Rasheed in Our Lives

** Need for Guidance

Allah is perfect, so what is the source of corruption in this life?

Corruption comes from man exercising his free will, in the wrong way, contrary to Allah’s instructions.
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Allah gave man many useful things in this life. Take for example food, sugar, and bleach. They are all essential
things we need. If bleach was added to the food, it will poison it!

A cup of sugar, worth pennies, added to the fuel tank of a car will result in thousands of dollars’ worth of
damage. Misuse of things, contrary to its proper role, is the main cause for corruption and problems.

+* Divine Guidance

When a person wants to make an important decision, he surrounds himself with experts in the field, and
people of knowledge for consultation. These experts give their knowledge so this person can benefit from it
and make the right decision.

The greatest guidance in this world is the Divine Guidance, free from surprises or failures, provided by the
Perfect Expert. When we seek His wisdom and guidance for our decisions, we will never fail.

Happiness and safety are the two things mankind spend their lives searching for. They cannot be attained,
except with obedience of Allah SWT, and following His guidance.

%+ The Rightly-Guided &gdal3)!

Allah SWT puts the light of guidance in the hearts of His servants, so they move about in this world with a
correct vision and become rightly guided - Y, They can tell right from wrong and follow what is right.

54801 480015385 60sl5 (§ 455 Sl GS00) 0 2l 5505 el y30 3 8§ Sl 3ol Doy 8 B 194215
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Al-Hujurat 49:7 - And know that among you is the Messenger of Allah . If he were to obey you in much
of the matter, you would be in difficulty, but Allah has endeared to you the faith and has made it
pleasing in your hearts and has made hateful to you disbelief, defiance and disobedience. Those are
the [rightly] guided.

They reach the desired destination without any excursions, with optimal effort, and the shortest time.

A person who drives to a new city and reaches the destination without getting lost, is an example of
rightly guided one. He took the time to study the path and moved about in the correct manner,
understanding all the signs along the way, without taking detours, in the quickest and easiest path.

Firming our connection with Allah, invites His Divine Light. This light illuminates the way for a believer to see
the truth as the truth and follows it, and falsehood as falsehood and avoids it.

It is the highest levels of human perfection to be rightly guided.
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< Wisdom

Wisdom and guidance have one thing in common: a correct vision, based on a connection with Allah SWT.

A wise person applies the correct amount of fertilizer to a plant. Doubling the fertilizer, will not double the

yield, but will kill the plant. Wisdom guides one to achieve the desired goal and be a Rasheed.

This correct vision allows one to make rightly guided decisions, with wisdom, resulting in success.

If we are with Ar-Rasheed, following His guidance, we will never get lost, because we are with the Wise Expert

Guide.
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99. AS-SABOUR (THE PATIENT ONE) ,g:al! 0 !

Other translations: The Patiently- Enduring, The Most Restrained, The One with Infinite Patience.

Linguistically

The name As-Sabour comes from the root sad ba ra (y < ¢e), with the following classical meanings:

e to be patient, to be enduring, to be steadfast, constant — Jx<a,
e to restrain, withhold from something,
e to endure trials or afflictions with good manners, and without complaining — Jxta,

Patience s=all, is restraining oneself from anxiety or worry & jaJ\.

As-Sabour in The Quran

The name As-Sabour, is not mentioned explicitly in the Quran. The root appears in 103 verses, reflecting the
importance of this virtue.

The one who exercises patience is called Saabir »la. Sabour us=<a is the excessive form of the root, indicating
abundance of patience, in quality and quantity.

The excessive form of the root is more fitting to describe the Divine Self.

< Meaning 1: Infinite Patience

Allah SWT is patient with uncountable and horrible sins, committed by Man. He delays punishment out of His
Mercy. The Divine Act of patience is implied in some verses, without explicit mention:

e 030y O 21 OB gl sl 138, Jih ol o) 43353 003 15 o ydlh e 215 6 1528 ey ) 1 155 503
Fatir 35:45 — And if Allah were to impose blame on the people for what they have earned, He would

not leave upon the earth any creature. But He defers them for a specified term. And when their time
comes, then indeed Allah has ever been, of His servants, Seeing.

Allah’s patience is perfect and infinite, like all His attributes. In His infinite mercy, Allah SWT gives respite to all
sinners to repent, and does not punish immediately.

We can get a little glimpse of His infinite patience when we see all the injustice in this world, all the abuse
directed at Allah SWT, and the magnificent patience Allah has with His creation.
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Allah provides from His bounties, and man worships and thanks someone else! How ungrateful man is, and
how patient and merciful Allah is!

Delaying punishment points to the attribute of patience.

+* Meaning 2: Actions Carried in the Proper Time, without Haste

Allah SWT does not rush in His Acts. They are all measured and perfect, carried out in the appropriate time
and the appropriate way.

Allah SWT, cannot be provoked into acting hastily, carrying out actions before their proper time. He has
infinite patience, and acts with wisdom and knowledge.

His acts will happen at the time of His choosing, no matter how long it may take.

% Meaning 3: Does not Punish Immediately, out of His Mercy

Allah SWT is patient with His creation. He does not punish sins when they happen, but patiently waits for His
servants to repent. This meaning is close to the name Al-Haleem (The Forbearing).

This Divine Patience may lead tyrants to think they have the upper hand, and no one can defeat or stop their
atrocities. When Allah delays the punishment, they think punishment will not happen.

People with weak faith may start questioning: Where is God, and why doesn’t He stop evil-doers? The Divine
answer is given in the following verse.

- 0=
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Ibrahim 14:42 - And never think that Allah is unaware of what the wrongdoers do. He only delays them
for a Day when eyes will stare [in horror].

Allah SWT is Wise and Patient. All tyrants are in His grasp, able to stop them any time He chooses.
ik 25 I3 S8 &5 e e Sa I3

Taha 20:129 - And if not for a word that preceded from your Lord, punishment would have been an
obligation [due immediately], and [if not for] a specified term [decreed].

Scholars said about this “word” refers to Allah’s declaration that His Mercy overcomes His Anger.

There are many people immersed in horrible sins, requiring destruction. Allah SWT is very patient and gives
respite until an appointed time.
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Allah SWT gives respite to the sinners, out of His Mercy, to give them time to repent. If they do not, He will
destroy them and make an example out of them at the height of their power, like He did with Pharaoh.

Allah’s Mercy encompasses all His creation. The purpose of delaying punishment is to correct sinful behavior,
for Man’s eternal happiness. Allah SWT does not punish for the sake of punishment, otherwise, punishment
would have been due upon committing the sin.

+* Meaning 4: Giver of Patience

Allah SWT grants patience to bear difficulties, or to restrain the self. This is a bounty from Allah, and an
assistance to the believers.

593845 Bh b § 8 Y3 pgale 5355 Ve ol ) I Gy 0l

An-Nahl 16-127 - And be patient, [0 Muhammad], and your patience is not but through Allah. And do
not grieve over them and do not be in distress over what they conspire.

Patience in the obedience of Allah is a great form of patience, raising one to a higher rank with Allah.

Prophet Muhammad &8 could have inflicted harm on Quraysh when he conquered Makkah but opted to be
patient for the sake of Allah and forgave them.

+* Related Names

As-Sabour (The Patient One) is close in meaning to Al-Haleem (The Forbearing). The difference between them
is that sinners do not feel safe from punishment with As-Sabour, as they do with Al-Haleem. Al-Haleem is
more comprehensive than As-Sabour.

Al-Haleem (The Forbearing) has patience arising from leniency and calm deliberation, and may forgive, while
As-Sabour (The Patient One) has patience arising from self-restraint, but delayed punishment will happen.

As-Sabour in Our Lives

+* Divine Test

Allah SWT is never unaware of what we do. He SWT ignores our infractions to test us, to see if we will stop or
if we will deserve punishment.

If you own a shop and sit at the cash register all day, how can you tell if your employees are honest? One
must pretend to be unaware, perhaps leaving the store for a while, to see what the employees will do.
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To be tested, one must be given the freedom to act. One may sin, and never see a punishment for a long
time. One may do a good deed, and never see the reward for a long time.

If Allah SWT punished and rewarded immediately, free will loses its meaning. If punishment is immediately
due for a sin, people will not correct their behavior willingly, but out of necessity.

If you immediately get 10 folds for your charity, you will find people coming into the faith in droves, not out of
love for Allah, but for the immediate reward. Free will loses its meaning and being righteous will be out of
necessity and not free choice.

+ Types of Patience

Human patience is of three types:
Type 1: Forced to be patient, experiencing a lot of hardships in the process. This is the lowest form.
Type 2: Patient with hardships, suffering without vocalizing displeasure or complaining.

Type 3: Accustomed to hardships, considering them from Allah’s Will and Wisdom, and enduring them with
contentment and ease. This is the highest form of patience, and the most loved by Allah SWT.

s Exercising Self-Restraint

Believers must exercise self-restraint, be patient in the face of adversity, and not haste or panic.
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Al-Anfal 8:46 - And obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not dispute and [thus] lose courage and
[then] your strength would depart; and be patient. Indeed, Allah is with the patient.

Adversity should not cause conflict and impatience between believers. Cool heads are the patient ones who
obey the commands of Allah and His messenger, no matter what the circumstances are.

The Divine directive to be patient is a comprehensive one. Self-control must be exercised for all worldly
temptations, in favor of the pleasure and obedience of Allah SWT.

«* Which is Better?

One may ask: Which is better, the patience of the weak, or the patience of the strong?
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A weak person is helpless. When harm is inflicted on him, he has no choice but to bear it, be patient, and ask
Allah for relief.

A higher form of patience is the patience of a strong person who can retaliate but chooses to be patient and
forgives for the sake of Allah.

One may also ask: Which is better, patience with calamities, or patience with acts of obedience?

Patience with calamities is not optional. When something bad happens, there is no option but to be patient.
Being patient or not, will not change the situation of a person, so one must be patient and wait for relief.

Patience with acts of obedience is a higher form of patience, because they are optional. A person is not forced
to do these acts that require a lot of patience but does them willingly.

+* Be Patient!

Our duty to the name As-Sabour, is to be patient with everyone around us, for Allah’s sake. Patience should
be only for Allah’s sake, if we want the reward.

Non-believers do not appreciate this virtue. When they get into trouble, they despair and sometimes commit
suicide, or have many psychological ailments due to their farness from Allah.

Patience is a path to improve our status with Allah, because we are striving to be close to Him with one of His
Beautiful Attributes.

Patience does not mean we surrender at the first sign of trouble, claiming it is Allah’s Will. This is negligence!
Patience is surrender after you have exhausted all options and effort.

+* Proper Behavior

Umar Ibn Al-Khattab used to consider patience as a great blessing from Allah. When a problem happens, he
would thank Allah for three things:

e The problem was not in his faith,
e The problem was not worse that it is,
e Divine Help in bearing it with patience.

Allah SWT tests us with calamities to see how we will act.

The proper behavior when problems happen, is to Thank Allah, recognizing all that happens to us is from Him,
for a great wisdom we do not know, and surrender to His Will, with patience, and anticipation of His reward.
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+* Beware!

A believer should be very cautious when he disobeys Allah, while Allah provides him with good things in this
life. Allah SWT may delay the punishment to allow one to repent.

We must be aware of what we are doing in this life and review actions constantly. There is no escape from
Allah and His punishment. We must not misunderstand His patience with us, as a sign to continue sin, without
fearing retribution.

When punishment comes, we should take it as a sign from Allah that He is correcting our actions, for our
benefit.

We must be smart and obedient to Allah, and not invite His punishment by misinterpreting His patience.

** Reward of Patience

We cannot be patient with Allah’s commands and His obedience, unless Allah SWT helps us.
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Az-Zumar 39:10 - Say, "O My servants who have believed, fear your Lord. For those who do good in this
world is good, and the earth of Allah is spacious. Indeed, the patient will be given their reward without
account."

Being patient, in this life, with the commands of Allah and His decree, accepting it willingly, earns us infinite
reward. Being patient with calamities and humiliation in this life is much easier, than bearing the humiliation
and torment in the hereafter.

The reward of patience in this life, is help, care, and victory from Allah. The reward of patience in the afterlife,
is paradise! It is the infinite reward from Allah.

May Allah grant us patience when we get in trouble and reward us with paradise.
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AO1. AL-QAREEB (THE CLOSE ONE) <yl il ool

Other translations: The One Who is close to His servants.

Linguistically

The name Al-Qareeb comes from the root gaf ra ba (< ) &), with the following classical meanings:

e to approach,
e tobe near,
e to be close:
o Close in distance - implies proximity without a barrier.
o Close in time - sooner or later.
o Close in kinship — like relatives for example.
O Close in favor — like a trusted friend or someone near and dear.

Al-Qareeb in The Quran

The name Al-Qareeb is not among the 99 beautiful names, but it appears 3 times in the Quran in the absolute
form, with the intent to inform, pointing to Divine Perfection. The word Qareeb appears 22 times.
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Al-Baqara 2:186 - And when My servants ask you, [0 Muhammad], concerning Me - indeed | am near. |
respond to the invocation of the supplicant when he calls upon Me. So let them respond to Me [by

obedience] and believe in Me that they may be [rightly] guided.

+* Meaning 1: Ever Close to His Servants

Allah is always with us, wherever we are. He hears and sees everything.

a3 Gglass by dutge 8 G o (8an 343
Al-Hadid 57:4 (ending) - ... and He is with you wherever you are. And Allah, of what you do, is Seeing.
The closeness of Allah is perfect and cannot be quantified or explained in human terms.

Al-Qareeb’s closeness is perfect. Human closeness gets annoying after a while if someone follows you closely.
We all need some space. Al-Qareeb’s closeness is gentle, enjoyable, and comforting.
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¢ Meaning 2: Closeness in Knowledge

Al-Qareeb is ever so close, that to Him we are an open book. He knows the thoughts and the intentions. If we
speak, He hears and sees. He knows what is in the hearts, and nothing is hidden from Him.

We have a direct connection with Allah without needing any intermediary. If we have this belief, then we are
closer to Allah, Al-Qareeb.

Al-Qareeb is the only One Who truly understands us. Sometimes there are things bothering us, and no one
else is aware of the suffering we are going through. Al-Qareeb ever close and the only One Who knows what
we are going through.

¢ Meaning 3: Brings His Servants Close to Him

Al-Qareeb is the One Who brings some of His servants closer to Him.

G 563385 yadd1 yolall il (e 83303

Maryam 19:52 - And We called him (Moses) from the side of the mount at [his] right and brought him
near, confiding [to him].

Allah SWT brought His servant Musa close to Him and singled him out with His intimate conversation. Allah
SWT also brought His beloved servant, Muhammad &8, close to Him.

815 Aialy dalad Y 36
Al-‘Alaq 96:19 - No! Do not obey him. But prostrate and draw near [to Allah].
Any believer who strives to get closer to Allah SWT, will be rewarded with His closeness.
Ggb3anll Gl &ehiladl Hehilidly

Al-Waqi’ah 56:10/11 - And the forerunners, the forerunners -* Those are the ones brought near [to
Allah]

This nearness is full of love, support, help, guidance, and all kinds of goodness from Allah SWT.

< Meaning 4: No Intermediate

There are many verses where people were asking the prophet about things eJ.:gJLugg, and Allah responds with
“say O Muhammad” J3.

But in the following verse, Allah SWT did not use this format, and chose a more direct answer:
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Al-Baqara 2:186 (beginning) - And when My servants ask you, [0 Muhammad], concerning Me - indeed
| am near.

Scholars deduced that there is never any intermediary between Allah and His servants, because He is close.

¢ Name Pairing

The name Al-Qareeb appears with 2 other names: As-Sami’ (The All-Hearing) and Al-Mujeeb (The Answerer).
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Saba 34:50 - Say, "If | should err, | would only err against myself. But if | am guided, it is by what my

Lord reveals to me. Indeed, He is Hearing and near."
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Hud 11:61 (ending) - so ask forgiveness of Him and then repent to Him. Indeed, my Lord is near and
responsive."

Allah is assuring us He is close, able hear everything, and He responds to all requests.

Al-Qareeb is so close to every one of us, He can hear us individually and perfectly. Our hearing is flawed in the
sense that we cannot hold two separate conversations at the same time.

Allah is perfect. Millions call on Him and He hears every word and every thought perfectly, and responds to
them, because He is close and intimately acquainted with all.

Al-Qareeb is ever close to us. He knows everything that is going on in our lives and what is on our minds, very
intimately. That is why He is also Al-Mujeeb — He answers and responds to our needs because He is perfectly
aware.

There is no need to explain our situation — He is close and knows it all. We can go straight to the point.

Al-Qareeb in Our Lives

** Human Nature

Human nature craves intimacy and closeness. When we have an issue, we always turn to the ones closest to
us. Al-Qareeb should be the One we go to first when we have any issue —small or large.

We all want to be close to Allah. How can we do that? The Quran gives us a clue:
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Al-‘Alaq 96:19 - No! Do not obey him. But prostrate and draw near [to Allah].

e Prayers. Offering extra prayers will bring us closer to Allah.

e Prostrate. Being a slave to Allah is realized when the face meets the ground. We are at the lowest
point, most humble, in that position which is most beloved to Allah.

e Be helpful to people. We should be close to them, hear their problems, and help them as much as we
can.

e Spending in the way of Allah is another way to get closer to Allah.

The special closeness of Allah comes with a price.

P P %% o7
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Al-Ma’ida 5:12 (beginning) - And Allah had already taken a covenant from the Children of Israel, and
We delegated from among them twelve leaders. And Allah said, "I am with you. If you establish prayer
and give zakah and believe in My messengers and support them and loan Allah a goodly loan,

If we want the special closeness of Al-Qareeb, we must do our part: establish prayers, charity, believing in the
prophets, and implementing the Sunnah of prophet Muhammad &B.

% State of Reverence ¢y

To reach the state of reverence and submission ggés, it necessitates that we understand the name Al-
Qareeb, and His closeness.
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Qaf 50:16 - And We have already created man and know what his soul whispers to him, and We are
closer to him than [his] jugular vein

If we reach that state, we will be comforted that Allah is with us. This closeness also brings a state of vigilance,
when we realize Allah is always with us.

+» Higher Level of Iman

The highest level of belief is to realize that Allah is with us, ever so close, all the time.

If we realize that Allah is close, and He knows everything we do, and we are within His reach, then how can we
disobey Him?

- https://www.icwsmasijid.org/product/donation/ 450




If we recognize His closeness, we will correct our actions and be afraid to do wrong. We are also comforted
that He is close when we need Him.
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Ash-Shu’ara 26:61/62 - And when the two companies saw one another, the companions of Moses said,
"Indeed, we are to be overtaken!" * [Moses] said, "No! Indeed, with me is my Lord; He will guide me."

In worldly scale, the situation was hopeless. The sea was in front of them and Pharaoh’s army is closing in to
wipe them out. How comforting for prophet Musa that he had the true realization of Al-Qareeb. He knew
that Allah is ever so close and will never abandon them.

The general meaning of Al-Qareeb to non-believers is just the knowledge that He is close.

The special meaning of Al-Qareeb to the believer, is the closeness resulting in victory, success, protection, and
help.

+» Supplication

Supplication is the weapon of the believer. Allah is near, hears the supplication, and responds.

When prophet Yunus was swallowed by the fish, he was in a very dire situation — doomed in worldly terms.
He knew Allah was close, so he called for help.
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Al-Anbiya 21:87/88 - And [mention] the man of the fish, when he went off in anger and thought that
We would not decree [anything] upon him. And he called out within the darknesses, "There is no deity

except You; exalted are You. Indeed, | have been of the wrongdoers." * So We responded to him and
saved him from the distress. And thus do We save the believers.

This verse should make us very happy. Divine Help is always available to the believers when they need it.

Supplication is a beautiful act of worship. What is more beautiful is to have an intimate conversation with Al-
Qareeb, telling Him what is bothering you. You do not need to ask for anything or even say a word. He is Al-
Qareeb.

If we want safety in this world and the next, then we must be close to Allah Al-Qareeb.
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